
 

 

 
 

Quality of Life Meeting 
Tuesday, January 23, 2018 

 

NOTES 
  

1. Empire State Development (ESD) & Atlantic Yards Community Development 

Corp. (AYCDC)  

Drew Gabriel, Community Relations Director, opened the meeting by reminding attendees to sign-in 

and provide contact information to receive Project related emails.  Ms. Jaiyesimi, AYCDC Director, 

noted that there was a meeting of the AYCDC Directors on Wednesday, January 17, 2018. The next 

AYCDC Meeting will be held in March, and notice will be sent once meeting details are finalized.  

There was a question about the appointment of AYCDC Directors to the Board. There are fourteen 

AYCDC Directors; nine gubernatorial appointees, and one appointee by the Senate President Pro 

Tem, Assembly, Borough President, Mayor, and City Council. Directors are appointed for three year 

terms. 

 

2. Greenland Forest City Partners (GLFCP)   

Ashley Cotton spoke on the recent announcement regarding changes to the ownership structure for 

Greenland Forest City. The Joint Venture operated as a 70% Greenland and 30% Forest City 

partnership; moving forward the shares will be restructured to a 95% - 5% split on all future 

construction activity. LL MAG the new firm created by former Forest City executive, Maryanne 

Gilmartin, will serve as a consultant on the Project. LL MAG staff working on the Project will speak 

as representatives of the Joint Venture.  Roberta Fearon no longer works on the Project; Ashley 

Cotton will assume her responsibilities.  

A resident commented on the use of Site 5 renderings on the LL MAG website. There was also an 

inquiry about Bruce Ratner’s role on the Project. Ms. Cotton explained that he continues to serve as 

the non-executive chair of Forest City NYC. 

Speaking on the restructuring of ownership shares, Scott Solish emphasized the Joint Venture’s 

commitment to all project requirements. He also spoke on plans to commence design work on B4. 
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Asked why it took one year to finalize the change in ownership structure, Mr. Solish explained that 

it was a complicated process.  

Ashley Cotton then gave some Project updates. The Open Space around 550 Vanderbilt Avenue has 

not been delivered due to ongoing work on the building, making the area unsafe for public access. 

The Times Plaza Redesign was presented to and approved by the Public Design Commission. 

There was a discussion about the B15 site and community concerns with trash and rodents. It was 

explained that the B15 site is maintained by the company managing 38 Sixth Avenue. The B13 site 

is maintained by the 535 Carlton Avenue team and B12 by the 550 Vanderbilt Avenue team. The 

LIRR Team maintains the Carlton Avenue Bridge and the sidewalk on Atlantic Avenue between 

Vanderbilt Avenue and Carlton Avenue.  

There was a question about tree guards on Dean Street between Carlton Avenue and Vanderbilt 

Avenue. There was a request for trash cans in front of the buildings to minimize littering. Residents 

also raised concerns with workers from 535 Carlton Avenue leaving cigarette butts and trash on 

Carlton Avenue. These issues will be followed up on after the meeting.  

There was a discussion about appropriate and family friendly advertising in the neighborhood on 

bus shelters and other ads.  

There was a request to beautify the sidewalk in front of 38 Sixth Avenue, including planting trees. 

Due to infrastructure logistics, it is not possible to plant trees in front of the building, but other 

options will be considered.  

Due to stalled site access agreements with neighboring buildings, there are no updates on the start 

of construction activity at the B15 site.   

A discussion followed about the commercial space on the ground floor of 535 Carlton Avenue. 

There has been no lease agreement with Mekelburg’s – the restaurateur submitted an application to 

the community board for a liquor license to gauge the feasibility / financial viability of the site. 

The Block 1129 construction fence on Dean Street between Carlton and Vanderbilt Avenues has 

been reduced to 8ft. and moved laterally to the property line. The jersey barriers on Dean Street 

will be removed once work on the sidewalk and roadway is complete. Dean Street will be restriped 

and parking regulation signs installed.  

  

3. Barclays Center  

The arena’s oculus and public events calendar were discussed. Residents can call 917-618-6661 

afterhours regarding any issues with the oculus. Non-ticketed events will be added to the calendar 

and notice sent to the community about any quality of life impacts. 

 

 


