
 

 

 
 

Quality of Life Meeting 
Tuesday, September 19, 2019 

 
 

NOTES 
 

1. Empire State Development (ESD) & Atlantic Yards Community Development 

Corporation (AYCDC) 

  
The next Quality of Life meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, November 19th and the next 

meeting of the Atlantic Yards Community Development Corporation (AYCDC) has not been 

scheduled. The tentative dates for 2020 Quality of Life meetings will be distributed by 

year’s end.  

Vehicular and pedestrian traffic along Sixth Avenue between Dean Street and Atlantic 

Avenue was discussed. Residents raised concerns about the configurations of pedestrian 

paths, traffic from the medical facility at B3, and construction trucks from sites B4 and B15.  

The pedestrian signal at the intersection of Sixth and Atlantic Avenues was also discussed.  

Residents asked that ESD staff continue to urge the 78th Precinct to utilize the 24 parking 

spaces available at the B14 garage, and limit parking on the sidewalks and along 

construction fences.   

There was a discussion about the platform construction and total number of footings at the 

railyard for the future overbuild.  The timeline for the delivery of the Project’s eight acres of 

Open Space was also discussed. It was explained that the Open Space will be delivered as 

each new building is completed.  The B14 Open Space is currently closed to the public while 

site conditions are addressed. Notice will be provided to the community once public access 

is restored.  

A representative of Greenland Forest City Partners was unable to attend the meeting. The 

following updates were provided by ESD staff.  



 

2 
 

Excavation and foundation work are ongoing at B15 and expected to continue through the 

end of the year. Excavation and foundation work are also ongoing at B4, with 

superstructure work slated to commence in November. The permanent railyard is at 

substantial completion with continuing work on the remaining punch-list items. The 

trailers on the B12 and B13 sites will be removed. The construction teams and Community 

Liaison Office (CLO) will be relocated to ground floor retail space at 550 Vanderbilt Avenue.   

 

2. School Construction Authority (SCA)   

The middle school at B15 is expected to open in 2023. The District 13 middle school which 

has not been given an official name, will have an occupancy of 800 students. The school was 

planned as a 640-seat elementary school, but in response to requests from the community 

the Department of Education Chancellor designated it a middle school.   

Initially delayed due to litigation, construction has commenced at B15 with foundation and 

excavation work ongoing. The Developer will provide the space’s core and shell and the 

School Construction Authority (SCA) will complete the building’s fit-out. The school will 

have two play areas, one on the ground floor and another on the large terrace. There will be 

resource centers, science labs, project and community rooms, gymnasiums and a cafeteria. 

Bussing will not be provided for the school’s general population, only students whose 
individualized learning plans require pick up and drop off.  

Residents expressed concerns about traffic and site logistics with the school’s proximity to 

the police precinct, fire station and Barclays Center.  They inquired about parking for the 

school’s faculty and administrators, changes to on street parking regulations, and ways to 
ensure student safety.   

The NYC Department of Transportation in coordination with the Department of Education 

determines changes to parking regulations on the streets around the school and teacher 

parking passes. As construction on the school progresses, representatives from the 

Department of Transportation, Department of Education and NYPD will be invited to future 
Quality of Life meetings to discuss the community’s traffic concerns. 

Residents also asked that notice and updates about the school’s opening be sent to the local 
community boards for families possibly interested in the enrollment process.  

 

3. Barclays Center  

There was a discussion about an upcoming event at the Barclays Center on September 25. 

“WE Day” is expected to draw a large group of students who will be transported to the 

arena by over 140 buses. Drop off and pick up times will be staggered, and the buses will be 

parked at a terminal in Red Hook when not in use. Pedestrian traffic managers and MTA 
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representatives will be on site to direct the flow of traffic and minimize any impacts to 

public bus routes.  

Residents asked for updated information about the bussing, expected drop off and pick up 

locations, and timing of the day’s events. There are no other non-ticketed private events of 

this scale expected at the arena this month.  

 

 


