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PROCEEDI NGS

THE HEARI NG OFFI CER:  Coul d
everybody pl ease take a seat.

Good afternoon, | adies and
gentlenmen. M nane is Edward Kramer. | am an
attorney duly admtted to practice lawin the State
of New York. | have been asked by the New York
State Urban Devel opnent Corporation doi ng busi ness
as Enpire State Devel opnent --

AUDI ENCE MEMBER: Coul d you turn
the m c on, please?

THE HEARI NG OFFI CER:  We can
make it | oud.

AUDI ENCE MEMBER: Very soft
spoken guy.

MR, PHILLIPS: Just a m nute,
Ted. Testing.

THE HEARI NG OFFI CER:  That's
better. 1'll start again.

Good afternoon, | adies and
gentlenen. M nane is Edward Kraner, and | am an
attorney duly admtted to practice law in the State
of New York. | have been asked by the New York

State Urban Devel opnent Corporation doi ng business
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as Enpire State Devel opnent, ESD, to conduct
today's public hearing pursuant to Section 6 and 16
of the New York State U ban Devel opnent Cor porati on
Act, the UDC Act, and Article 8 of the New York
State Environnental Conservation Law and its

I mpl enenti ng regul ati ons.

This hearing is being held
pursuant to the legal notice published in
accordance with the UDC Act and the State
Envi ronnmental Quality Review Act, or SEQRA, in the
April 22, 2016 editions of the New York Daily News
and the Brooklyn Eagl e.

The purpose of this hearing is
to afford you an opportunity to make statenents and
comments about ESD s General Project Plan, the
Draft Environnental |npact Statenent, the DEI'S, and
the essential terns of the proposed purchase and
sal e agreenent, and ot her docunents for the
proposed Fountain Avenue Land Use | nprovenent and
Resi denti al Project.

My purpose is to run the hearing
in a fair and inpartial manner, and to try to nake
sure everyone who w shes to speak has an adequate

opportunity to be heard. This is not a question
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and answer session. It is instead an opportunity
for you to present your views so that ESD can
consider themin nmaking its final determ nations.

Pl ease note that a stenographic
transcript of this hearing is bei ng nade.

Comments presented at this
hearing will be taken into consideration by ESD as
part of the final approval of the proposed project.
Comments nay al so be submtted in witing.
Comrent s nmust be received by the close of business
on June 23, 2016. Instructions for submtting
witten comments can be found at the sign-in table
| ocated outside this room

First, M. Thomas Conoscenti,
Director of Real Estate Devel opnent and Pl anni ng,
wll present infornmation about the project on
behalf of ESD. He wll be followed by M. Cade

Hobbi ck of STV, Inc. who will present the summary

of the DEIS.

Fol | owi ng the presentations, |
w || recogni ze anyone el se who wi shes to nake a
comrent about the project. |If you wish to speak at

today's hearing, please be sure to sign in at the

speaker registration table |ocated outside this
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room

For your information and
conveni ence, copies of the General Project Pl an,
the GPP, and the Executive Sunmmary of the Draft EI S
for the proposed project are available at the table
outside this room A full copy of the draft EIS is
also | ocated at this table, available for
I nspection only.

Upon request, the GPP, the draft
ElI S and the Executive Summary nay be inspected at
ESD s offices at 633 Third Avenue, New York, New
York 10017, between the hours of 9:30 a.m to 5:00
p. m Monday through Friday, public holidays
excluded. To inspect and obtain copies of the
f oregoi ng docunents, please contact Regi na Stephens
at ESD at the above address, or at 212-803-3818.
Copi es have al so been provided to the cl erks of
Ki ngs County and the City of New York, the Mayor of
the Gty of New York, the Brooklyn Borough
President, the chair of the Gty Planning
Commi ssion, and the chair of Brooklyn Community
Board nunber 5. A copy of the conplete draft EI S
is also on file at the Spring Creek Branch of the

Brookl yn Public Library, located at 12143 Fl atl ands
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Avenue at New Jersey Avenue, Brooklyn, New York
11207. The draft EIS can al so be viewed at
www. esd. ny. gov/ subsi di ari es_projects. htni.

In order to give everyone an
anpl e opportunity to speak, | request speakers keep
their oral presentations to no nore than three
mnutes. Elected officials will be afforded five
m nutes. Speakers unable to conclude their remnmarks
in the allotted tine may be given an opportunity to
conclude their remarks once all speakers have been
gi ven an opportunity to speak, should tine all ow

In order to ensure an accurate
transcript and to enable all assenbled to hear your
remar ks, | ask each speaker, when called, to cone
to the mcrophone in the front of the room Pl ease
state your nane and address. |If you are appearing
as a representative of an organi zati on or a
governnental entity, please identify the
organi zation or entity and state its address.

Finally, I want to rem nd you
t hat the purpose of this hearing is to afford you
an opportunity to nake comments about the CGeneral
Project Plan, including the essential terns of the

proposed purchase and sal e agreenent for the
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proposed project and the draft EIS. This is not a
questi on and answer sessi on.

Now | would |like to take care of
sone adm nistrative matters by asking the
stenographer to mark the foll ow ng docunents as
exhibits to the hearing transcript.

Exhi bit 1, copies of the public
hearing notice that appeared in the New York Daily
News and in the Brooklyn Eagle on April 22, 2016,
along with affidavits of publication attesting to
their publication of the notice.

Exhibit 2, April 21, 2016 ESD
Directors materials pursuant to which the proposed
Ceneral Project Plan was adopted for purposes of
this hearing and the holding of this public hearing
was aut hori zed.

And Exhi bit 3, the Draft
Envi ronnent al | npact Statenent for the project,
which is at the table on the side of the room And
these will all be deened mar ked exhi bits.

M. Conoscenti will now present
i nformati on about the project.

MR. CONOSCENTI :  Thank you.

Testing, can everyone hear ne?
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AUDI ENCE MEMBER: Not very wel |.

MR, CONOSCENTI : Testi ng,
testing. Testing. |Is that better?

(Some nos fromthe audi ence)

MR. CONOSCENTI: Is this better?

(Sone yeses from the audi ence)

MR, CONOSCENTI :  Wbnder ful .
Thank you, and good afternoon.

In 2013, Enpire State
Devel opnent utilized a request for proposals to
mar ket two sites, parcel A which is tw acres, and
parcel B, which is 4.8 acres, of primarily vacant,
under devel oped surplus property, constituting a
portion of the Brooklyn Devel opnental Center in the
Spring Creek nei ghborhood of the East New York
section of Brooklyn. The address of the property
I's 888 Fountain Avenue. Brooklyn Devel opnent al
Center was and is used by the Ofice for People
with Devel opnental Disabilities, or OPWDD, for both
adm nistrative offices and residences for people
w t h devel opnental disabilities.

The RFP yi el ded a response from
an affiliate of the Arker Conpani es, a New York

based residential devel opnment conpany t hat
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specializes in the construction of affordable
housi ng. The devel oper proposed to build
approximately 1.268 mllion square feet of m xed
use devel opnment conprised of affordable residenti al
space, ground floor retail, commercial and/or
community facility space, and parking.

The devel opment on the two
parcels would yield 1,169 units of affordable
housi ng. One hundred percent of the units would be
made avail abl e to househol ds earni ng no greater
t han 60 percent of the area nedian incone. The
units woul d be made avail able for 30 or 50 years,
dependi ng on the financing. The project would
i ncl ude approxi mately 200 units of affordable
seni or housi ng, and OPWDD woul d have a preference
Iin the selection of up to 20 percent of the
non-senior units. The project would al so include a
privately owned, publicly accessi bl e open space
call ed Schroeders Wal k that woul d effectively
extend Schroeders Avenue for pedestrians between
Er ski ne Street and Fountain Avenue. The devel oper
woul d pay $10 mllion for the site.

In terns of tineline, the

proj ect woul d comrence construction shortly after
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t he devel oper closes on the |land and its financing.
The project is anticipated to be conpleted by 2028
in five phases.

In order to construct the
proj ect consistent wth the design guidelines
i ncluded in the General Project Plan, Enpire State
Devel opnent wll override certain | ocal zoning
regul ati ons pursuant to the UDC Act. These zoni ng
overrides wll permt devel opnent that generally
conforns to an R-7A zoning equivalency with a C4-2
comrerci al overlay zone. The resulting devel opnent
will be conpatible with adjacent R6 nedi um density
zoned residential devel opnent in the surroundi ng
area of the project site. The Gty has been
advi sed of, and the City staff has provided i nput
on the proposal already.

I n 2015, ESD entered into a
Menor andum of Under st andi ng and Condi ti onal
Desi gnation wth Fountain Seaview Limted
Partnership, an affiliate of the Arker Conpani es.

AUDI ENCE MEMBER: W can't hear
you.

AUDI ENCE MEMBER: W can't hear

you at all.
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MR, CONOSCENTI: Ckay. |I'm
going to start fromthe begi nning of that
par agr aph.

Ckay. I n 2015, Enpire State
Devel opnent entered into a Menorandum of
Under st andi ng and Condi ti onal Designation with
Fountain Seaview Limted Partnership, an affiliate
of the Arker Conpanies and the D sability
Opportunity Fund. In March of 2016, both entities
assigned their interest to an affiliate of Arker,
Fount ai n Seavi ew One Housi ng Devel opnent Fund
Cor por ati on, an approved Housi ng Devel opnent Fund
Cor poration created pursuant to the provisions of
t he Private Housing Finance Law.

Thank you very nuch.

THE HEARI NG OFFI CER:  Thank you,
M. Conoscenti .

The next speaker will be Cade
Hobbi ck.

AUDI ENCE MEMBER: Coul d you j ust
go over what he said the incone limts were,
because | couldn't hear any of that.

MR, CONOSCENTI: Ch, | can

repeat that, sure.
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AUDI ENCE MEMBER: Thank you.

MR, CONOSCENTI: So 100 percent
of the units are affordable. The maxi num AM, area
medi an i ncone, for this project is 60 percent AM.

AUDI ENCE MEMBER: Thank you.

MR HOBBICK: Al right, thank
you. Can everybody hear ne? 1'Ill hold it Iike
this.

The New York State Urban
Devel opnent Cor porati on doi ng busi ness as Enpire
St at e Devel opnent, ESD, has prepared a Draft
Envi ronnmental | npact Statenent or DEIS for the
pr oposed Fountain Avenue Land Use | nprovenent and
Resi denti al Project, known as the Project, which
Tom just described. The DEIS has been prepared
pursuant to the New York State Environnental
Quality Review Act, SEQRA, codified in Article 8 of
t he Environnental Conservation Law and its
I mpl enenti ng regul ati ons.

The environnental review process
began last fall. The SEQRA Environnent al
Assessnent Form EAF, was conpleted in October 2015
and ESD then issued a notice of public scoping and

intent to prepare a draft EIS, also in Cctober
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2015.

As sone of you in attendance
this afternoon recall, ESD held a public scoping
meeting in Novenber 2015, and the public had the
opportunity to provide comment on the draft scope
of work to prepare the DEIS. No comments received
during the public comment period warranted changes
to the draft scope of work, and so the technica
anal yses undertaken for the DEIS foll owed the draft
scope of work as publi shed.

Now at this point in the process
t he public has the opportunity to comment on the
findings presented in the DEIS. Notice of
availability of the DEIS was published in the New
York State Departnent of Environmental Conservation
Envi ronnental News Bul letin, ENB, on April 27th,
2016. As Tom expl ained, the DEIS and proposed GPP
have been nade available to the public for review
online at the ESD website, www.. esd. ny.gov, and a
printed copy of the DEIS has been nade available to
the public at the Spring Creek Branch of the
Brooklyn Public Library. 1In addition, there are
two printed copies of the DEIS provided this

eveni ng which may be reviewed by the public at the
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regi strati on desk where you signed in to the
meeting this evening.

Il will now sunmmari ze key
findings of the technical analyses as presented in
the DEIS, specifically potential significant
adverse inpacts that nmay result with the proposed
action, and also the proposed mtigation that would
reduce or elimnate these inpacts. The DEI S
concl udes that the proposed action could result in
significant adverse inpacts related to publicly
funded child care facilities, traffic, transit,
specifically bus service, and tenporary
construction noi se inpacts.

The proposed action would result
In significant adverse indirect inpacts to publicly
funded child care facilities. The proposed action
woul d generate approximately 173 chil dren under the
age of six who would be eligible for publicly
funded child care services. And so the collective
demand for the study area child care centers woul d
I ncr ease.

As described in the DEIS, the
restrictive declaration governing the use of the

project site would require that the devel oper,
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prior to the occupancy of phase one, consult with
New York City Administration for Children's
Services to determine the appropriate mtigation
measures for the inpact of eligible children
anticipated to be generated by the proposed action.
Such mtigation could include, one, funding a
nunmber of vouchers equal to the nunber of children
projected to occupy the project site or a portion
thereof eligible for day care; and/or, two,
provi di ng commerci al space within parcel B to a New
York City Adm nistration for Children's Services
contractor or other day care provider accepting
vouchers sufficient to serve eligible children
projected to occupy the project site or a portion
thereof. As described in the DEI'S, absent
certainty as to whet her such neasures woul d be
practicable, the significant indirect adverse
I mpact to child care centers may prove to be an
unavoi dabl e adverse i npact.

The proposed action would result
In significant adverse traffic inpacts at four
i ntersections during one or nore anal yzed peak
hours. All these significant adverse inpacts to

traffic could be fully mtigated through the

18
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nmodi fication of traffic signal phasing and/ or
timng.

The proposed action would result
in a capacity shortfall on three bus lines in the
a.m peak hour and one bus line in the p.m peak
hour. Affected bus service lines would include the
B13, B83, and (B. These significant adverse
I mpacts on bus service could be fully mtigated by
the addition of buses in the a.m peak hour and in
t he p.m peak hour.

Finally, the proposed action
woul d be expected to result in significant adverse
I mpacts related to construction noise at sone
nei ghbori ng Gateway Estates buil dings. These
I mpacts would be tenporary and would be l[imted
t hrough use of best practices. The effects of
constructi on noise on the sensitive receptors would
vary, depending on the |l ocation of the noise
source. During nost of the construction period for
each project phase, noise | evels woul d decrease
follow ng the conpletion of pile driving activities
t hat woul d occur for up to approximately twelve
weeks at the beginning of each of the five project

phases. The potential for significant adverse
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I npacts related to construction noi se would be
mnimzed to the extent practicable with the
proposed action, though not entirely elim nated.
There would remain the likely potential for
significant adverse construction period noi se

I mpacts during pile driving activities and
potentially during other construction activities,
but these activities would occur for limted

dur ati ons.

The restrictive declaration
woul d require contract specifications requiring
contractors to conply with all requirenents and
regul ations of the New York Gty noi se code and the
United States Environnental Protection Agency,
USEPA, noi se em ssions standards for construction
equi pnment, devices and activities which are subject
to the provisions of the New York City noi se code
to be operated, conducted, constructed or
manuf actured w t hout causing a violation of the
code, and all work to be conducted in conpliance
with the regulations set forth in the code that
controls noise | evels during construction.

QG her mtigati on neasures and

strategies that could reduce noise | evels and which
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the restrictive declaration would require the
devel oper to inplenent, if and when practicabl e and
effective, further include:

Desi gn consi derations and
proj ect | ayout approaches;

Perinmeter noise barriers;

Al ternative construction
met hods; and,

Use of noi se enclosures or noise
i nsul ation fabric on conpressors, generators, et
cetera.

Finally, to reiterate, there are
t hree ways for the public to provide comment on the
DElI S and the proposed GPP. You may provide coment
at this public hearing. Please be sure you have
regi stered to speak at the front desk if you have
not al ready done so and you wi sh to provide
comments this evening. You nay provide conment via
email to the address shown on the screen, and which
is also included on the handout naterials avail abl e
fromthe registration desk. And you may provide
comments in witing to the address shown on the
screen, which is also provided in the handout

mat eri al s. Pl ease note that comments on either the
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proposed General Project Plan, GPP, or the DEIS
w |l be accepted until 5:30 p.m on June 23rd,
2016.

Thank you.

THE HEARI NG OFFI CER:  Thank you,
M . Hobbi ck.

W will now begin the public
comment portion of the hearing. The procedures to
be followed are as follows. |If you wsh to speak
at today's hearing, and you haven't already done
so, please register at the sign-in table. Public
officials and certain project participants wll be
all owed to speak as soon as possible after their
arrival at the hearing room 1In all other
I nstances speakers wll be called on in the order
in which they have registered.

At this tine | would |Iike to ask
our first four speakers to take seats at the front
of the roomover there. And they w il be Bishop
Lester C. Smith, June WIIlians, Jeanett Brown, and
| believe Eva Shevard. And the first speaker wll
be Bi shop Lester C. Smth. Please state your nane
and address and whether you're appearing as a

representative of any organi zati on.

22
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BI SHOP SM TH. Yes, good
afternoon. My nane is Lester Charles Smth. | am
a seni or pastor at the New Jerusal em Holy Church.
W're | ocated at 2635 Pitkin Avenue between
Fountai n Avenue and Crystal Street. | amhere to
give ny full support to this project because I
have -- we've been in the community, ny church, for
the |l ast 40 years, since 1976. W have been here
for the last 40 years. And | see the great need
for affordable housing in this community.

| see this project bringing two
things to the community. But, nunber one, as |
sai d, affordabl e housing because | see within ny
congregation and the community there's a desperate
need for that. Secondly, | see this project nay
al so bring nuch needed enploynent. There's going
to be short term enpl oynent due to the fact there's

going to be construction jobs on the site. But

also, the retail, commercial stores that going to
be com ng probably, will bring long term
enpl oynent. So | hope that the commttee and those

that are involved with this project get it passed
qui ckly, as soon as possible. Because the one

thing, as | said, not only the housing, but we need

23
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enploynent. So | think we need to bring these two
conponents together. Therefore I, you know, if |
could be a critic I'll give it a thunbs up and say

push it through as quickly as possible.

Thank you very nuch.

(Appl ause)

THE HEARI NG OFFI CER:  Thank you,
Bi shop Smith.

The next speaker will be June
Wllianms. And | want to rem nd everyone that if
you have any prepared remarks and copi es avail abl e,
pl ease hand one to the stenographer to ny right.

MS. WLLIAMS: Good evening.
['m June Wllianms, |I'mfrom Staten |sl and.

(1 naudi bl e)

THE HEARI NG OFFI CER I's the

m cr ophone wor ki ng?

MS. WLLIAVS: |'m June
Wllians. |I'mfrom Staten Island, | live in one of
t he devel opnents. And -- can you hear ne?

THE HEARI NG OFFI CER  Can
ever ybody hear?
AUDI ENCE MEMBER: W can't hear

you.
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M5. WLLIAMS: Can you hear nme?

(Audi ence participation)

M5. WLLIAMS:  You want ne to
talk i ke this?

(Audi ence participation)

M5. WLLIAMS:  Anyway, we
have -- we have the devel oper of the project,
that's you, right?

THE HEARI NG OFFI CER No.

M5. WLLIAMS: | thought that
was you.

AUDI ENCE MEMBER: Put the mic to
your nout h.

M5. WLLIAMS: | live in one of
t he devel opnments, 55 Bowen, Staten |sland, okay.
And | nean, we went through the construction
t hi ngs, the noise, the dust and everything, but we
all enjoy it right now. | nean they never |eft us.
Whien the kids, they need Christmas parties, they're
giving it to us. And, like | said, it's a -- it's
like a -- sonething. |It's Staten Island. | can't
even think of the words right now But it's a
devel opnent that everybody is | ooking at, everybody

wants to get in the building, you know. W have a

25
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| ot of different things going on with the kids.
And, you know, we | ook after the seniors, and
there's a |lot of other things.

So that's about all that | have
to say about it. Thank you.

(Appl ause)

THE HEARI NG OFFI CER
Ms. WIlianms, thank you for your conmments.

And t he next speaker is Jeanett
Br own:

M5. BROAN: Hello, everybody.
My nane is Jeanett Brown. And | live at 20
Capodanno. That's right by the seaside, you know,
that's right by the beach. And we undergone that
programalso. And it was really nice. | nmean we
have a ni ce gazebo now where peopl e can cone
downstairs and, you know, bring your chairs down
and you can sit under the gazebo. Wen you do go
to the beach we have |like a gate, we have a gate
t hat you can go through the gate to go on the beach
or to go on the -- go onto the beach, and when you
cone back on the facility, you can shower that sand
so you don't be bringing it upstairs to your house.

And we al so have where they --
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if you're going to have |like sonething -- the
bat hr oons, we got new bat hroons. The bat hroons was
beautiful, the kitchen. It's really -- it's
really, all the beautification, it's really --
that's what it really did. | nean this was -- it's
very good. You know, when ny grandchildren cone
over they have the little like a sliding park, the
sliding, the slide, the park area where everyone
can conme down and, you know, the children, and you
can watch them under that gazebo too. But it's
really very good.

| really, you know, am for that
program of beautifying it, you know. And not only
that, but at that site on Fountain Avenue of where
they are tal king about. And it would be so good
because that's opening up houses, that's opening up
housi ng for people, you know, for the honel ess and
everything, you know. So it's very good.

Three m nutes.

( Appl ause)

THE HEARI NG OFFI CER:  Thank you,
Ms. Brown.

The next speaker is Eva, is that

Shevar d?
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M5. SHEVARD: Yeah. Eva.
THE HEARI NG OFFI CER: Eva

Shevar d.

MS. SHEVARD:. Eva Shevard.

Hel | o, everybody. GCkay. Just,
Il want to -- I'"'msorry, | don't speak good Engli sh.
So I'msorry, I'"'mliving there 44 years.

AUDI ENCE MEMBER: W can't hear
you.

AUDI ENCE MEMBER: Coul d somebody
help with the m crophone, please?

M5. SHEVARD: Sorry.

AUDI ENCE MEMBER: No, it's not
your fault.

M5. SHEVARD: Ckay.

l'mso happy |I'mliving there.

| have ny grandchildren. | have ny grandchil dren.
| have eight grandchildren. 1'mgoing wth them
outside, they are | ooking very beautiful. So

everywhere it's clean, clean, nice. So we have to
say -- we have to say thank you for us manager,
M ke, M. Mke, he's very good person.

( Appl ause)
M5. SHEVARD: He's first com ng

mgr reporting, Inc.
1-844-MGR-RPTG




© 00 ~N oo o B~ w DN

N NN N NN P R R R R R R R R R
aa b~ WO DN PP O © 0o N oo 0o~ O w NN+ O

29

in office, and every tine | see himhe left from
office. He's a really nice person.

So |l want to say |'m so happy to
live there. | never got to go fromthere. Just
that. Because |I'mvery glad, 24, 25 years. So |I'm
really happy. And neighbors, we all happy there
because they did a very good job. The kitchen,
bat hroons, floors, right, everywhere. Really.

Ckay, so thank you for everybody
who's here. And that's all. Thank you so nuch.

( Appl ause)

THE HEARI NG OFFI CER:  The next
four speakers will be M chael Bearak, Viola
Plummer, Lilly Jones, and Victor Rivera. And the
first speaker of this bunch wll be M chael Bearak.

(No response)

THE HEARI NG OFFI CER I's M chael
Bear ak here?

AUDI ENCE MEMBER: Is Richard --

THE HEARI NG OFFI CER: I nean
Ri chard Bear ack.

STAFF MEMBER: Test, test, test.
| just want to make sure the mc is working.

MR. BEARAK: My nane is Richard
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Bearak. | amthe |and use director for Brooklyn
Bor ough President Eric Adans. |[|'Ill be reading the
Bor ough President's remarks.

(Reading:) | want to thank the
Enpire State Devel opnent Corporation for giving ne
the opportunity to provide coments at this public
hearing on the proposed Fountain Avenue Land Use
| nprovenent and Residential Project.

Unfortunately, Brooklyn's
success has led to displacenent pressure on | ong
time residents, many of whom can no | onger afford
to live in their own nei ghborhoods or are only
remai ni ng whil e bei ng housed at an unsust ai nabl e
rent burden. Therefore, creating affordable
housing is a central interest to ny borough
presidency. It is ny policy to support |and use
actions that provide nuch needed affordabl e housi ng
opportunities.

The state's forner Brooklyn
Devel opnent Center canpus at 888 Fountain Avenue in
the Spring Creek section of East New York has been
conditionally designated to Fountain Seavi ew
Li mted Partnership, according to a proposed

Ceneral Project Plan, to result in a significant
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nunber of affordable housing units. The project is
anticipated to facilitate the construction of
approxi mately 1,170 affordabl e housing units, 200
set aside for seniors, contenplated for
construction in 2017, with all units conpl eted by
2028, as well as 120,000 square feet designated for
commer ci al use.

The broader East New York
communi ty has been a safe haven for nmany of those
di splaced in recent years, as well as for long term
residents who have called this community their hone
for many years. However, w thout rent
stabilization protection for nore than 20, 000 area
apartnents, residents of East New York are unlikely
to be immune to the pressures of the real estate
mar ket as nore people are drawn to the area. As a
result, many residents are struggling to renain
Wthin the community as they safequard their life
savings just to keep up with day-to-day |iving.
Provi di ng regul ated affordabl e housi ng through such
devel opnents offers opportunities for those
di spl aced, facing displacenent, or living with rent
bur den.

I n ny Novenber 2014 report,
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"Housi ng Brooklyn: A Road Map to Real
Affordability for Brooklynites," | advocated for
developing this state |land for the creation of

af fordabl e housing. | reconfirmed ny commtnent to
t hese affordabl e housing units in ny Decenber 30th,
2015 Uni form Land Use Revi ew Procedure
reconmendati ons submtted in regards to the New
York Gty Departnent of Gty Planning, which just
adopted the application to anend the zoni ng of
approxi nmately 200 bl ocks in the nei ghbor hoods of
Cypress Hills, East New York, and Ccean Hill.
Recogni zi ng the added rental pressures that this
proposed rezoning will have on the existing
residents |living in housing not yet rent regul ated,
| expressed the inmportance of achieving affordable
housi ng through the use of the state's forner

Br ookl yn Devel opnment Center canpus.

In that regard, | view community
preference affiliated with this project as being
very inmportant to ensuring that existing residents
are able to continue living in their community and
not having to be pushed out due to increased
housi ng costs. This is especially inportant

because t he nei ghborhood residents of Cypress Hills
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and East New York contain a substantial anount of
smal | buildings that are not subject to rent
protection | aws. While these communities have had
stabl e residential populations in recent history,
as many peopl e consider relocating to the

nei ghbor hood, rents typically clinb in the nmany
unregul ated apartnents, ultimately displacing | ong
time residents. There is a conmmunity concern that
such an upward trend in market rents would be
anplified by the antici pated devel opnents resulting
fromthe recently adopted rezoning.

For that reason, | seek for this
project to play a role in addressing the current
and potential future displacenent of | ocal
residents wwth the commtnent of 50 percent | ocal
preference for residents of Brooklyn Conmunity
District 5, including forner residents who have
been previously displaced. 1In addition, each phase
of the devel opnent nmust be supported by adequate
awar eness and housing lottery readi ness so that
such opportunities would be effectively utilized as
an affordabl e housing resource with targeted
educati onal resource and marketing outreach.

Too many residents of Brooklyn

mgr reporting, Inc.
1-844-MGR-RPTG




© 00 ~N oo o B~ w DN

N NN N NN P R R R R R R R R R
aa b~ WO DN PP O © 0o N oo 0o~ O w NN+ O

34

are unenpl oyed or underenpl oyed. Double digit
unenpl oynent is a pervasive reality in nmany of

Br ookl yn' s nei ghbor hoods, with nore than half of
our community districts having suffered poverty
rates of 25 percent or higher according to data
from 2002 to 2012. Therefore, prioritizing | ocal
hiring is integral to addressing this enpl oynent
crisis.

The devel opnment of affordable
housing is a formof econom c devel opnment and is an
essenti al enploynent opportunity that nust include
participation by community residents. The new
construction projects provide a neans to ensure
that |l ocal residents will be available to benefit
fromthe added job capacity to the area. The
I mportance of | ocal hiring and pronoti ng Brooklyn
based subcontractors and contractors, including
those qualified as mnority and wonen owned
busi ness enterprises, and especially those who are
designated | ocally based enterprises, cannot be
under stated. New construction provides
opportunities for future devel opers to remain
Br ookl yn based contractors and subcontractors,

especi ally those who are desi gnat ed LBEs.
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Pronoti ng MWBEs in such devel opnents shoul d al ways
be part of a strategy to provide access to jobs,
i ncl udi ng connecting | ocal residents to job
trai ning and job opportunities in devel opnents on
governnment parcels. It is also inportant to
provide community residents with resources to not
only find good paying, quality jobs wthin their
nei ghbor hood, but also to provide the necessary
training that wll help theminprove their quality
of life.

This is part of the Brooklyn
Queens Demand Managenent Zone, an area whose
infrastructure has been identified by Con Ed as
i nadequat e to support current energy denmand. Con
Ed has determned that the area wll require a new
substation within two years. Considering the
significant anount of additional denand that w |
be generated by the grow ng popul ation, this
devel opnent has a responsibility to be energy
efficient, green, and healthy. | urge the
devel oper to advance sustai nabl e energy measures
such as sol ar panels, blue/green/white roofs, and
Passi ve House desi gn principl es.

In recognition of the Departnent
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of Environnental Protection's Janmica Bay Tributary
and Long Term Control Plan and operation of the
26th Ward Water Pollution Control Plant, right
outside the wi ndows here, which will be affected by
this devel opnent's resulting sanitary and
stormnat er waste duri ng extended periods of intense
rainfall, incorporating steps such as bi oswal es,
per neabl e pavers, and bl ue/ green roof strategies
are efforts the devel opers should take to advance
DEFP' s green-water stormmater goals to achi eve
consistency with the Long Term Control Pl an.
Finally, regarding the potenti al
I npacts of the devel opnent, | urge the devel opers
to consult with the New York City Adm nistration
for Children's Services to ensure the provision of
adequate, publicly funded child care facilities,
and New York City Transit to provide additional bus
service as warranted for the B13, B83 and (B
routes. In addition, | believe that there is an
opportunity to better serve this community by
extending the term nus of the IRT 3 train service,
Integrating a station as part of the rail decking
over Linden Boul evard between Elton and Li nwood

streets.
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Thank you.

( Appl ause)

THE HEARI NG OFFI CER:  Thank you,
M. Bear ak.

The next speaker will be Viola
Pl ummrer .

M5. PLUMMER:  Good afternoon and
t hank you. We on behalf of the New York State
Assenbly Menmber Charles Barron will be submtting
our testinony, witing to you prior to your June
deadl i ne.

Thank you.

THE HEARI NG OFFI CER:  Thank you

for your brief comrents.

The next speaker will be Lilly
Jones.

M5. JONES: | got a big nouth, I
m ght not need the m crophone. But | amalso from

Staten Island, 501 Street. And I'malso in the
pr ogram under neat h Progressi ve Management.

They revanped our buil di ngs.
And | cannot tell you, | cannot begin to tell you
the pride that we've felt once they finished our

bui Il ding. Revanped it not only on the inside, they
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al so revanped it on the outside. So when you
invite your guests in, you' re no | onger ashaned,
you're no | onger ashaned to say come into ny hone,

cone into ny building. And this is what happened

to our building with Progressi ve Managenent. Don't
get ne wong now, |'m not advocating for
Progressi ve Managenent, not at all. So pl ease

don't get nme wong. But what | am advocating for,
It's a teamthat works, a teamthat |I know works
because | have been through it. And that teamjust

happens to be Progressi ve Managenent.

Thank you.

( Appl ause)

THE HEARI NG OFFI CER:  Thank you,
Ms. Jones.

The next speaker is Victor
Ri ver a.

MR. RI VERA: (Good eveni ng,
everyone. |'m Pastor Victor. | do a better job
reading the mnistry, prison mnistry. |'malso

NYPD chapl ai n.
Thr ough Progressi ve Managenent |
was able to get nyself a very nice place paid by

Secti on 8. Now, | reach out to all, all veterans.
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I have been recogni zed by Congress, which | have
received an award. Al so, Progressive Managenent
worked with ne in placing 400 veterans. |If you all
can help ne, | would be highly favored very much as
an advocate to the community. And what ever you
guys can help ne with, it would be highly
appreci ated. Thank you.

THE HEARI NG OFFI CER:  Thank you,
Pastor R vera.

If the next four speakers coul d
take seats to the front left, to your right.
Manuel Burgos, Kelly Houghtaling, Sukram Aj vaz, and
Hugo Mail hos. Manuel Burgos will be the first.

MR. BURGOS: Good afternoon. My
name i s Manuel Burgos. Can everyone hear ne?

(Sone yeses from the audi ence)

MR BURGOS: | ama life-1long
resi dent of East New Yor k, Brooklyn, residing at
640 Bel nont Avenue, Brooklyn, New York 11207.

| also own a business here in
East New York named BTN Consulting Services, with a
staff that's hired right fromthis nei ghborhood.
We provide a nunber of supportive services to the

communi ty devel opnent industry, specifically MWE
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and EEO conpliance and nonitoring, conprehensive

| ocal hiring, neighborhoods -- nei ghborhood needs
assessnents, and nore. | have worked in comunity
devel opnent and real estate for over twenty years,
in the nonprofit, public and private sectors of the
I ndustry.

| have reviewed the project
description and all the materials, and on that |
w sh to comment.

First, the affordability |evels
are very good. Rents are reasonable for working
cl ass i ndivi dual s.

Next, the project allows for
sonme units to be earmarked for supportive housing,
as well as for seniors, setting rents at no nore
than 30 percent of their incone.

Finally, the sheer nunber of
units to be built on this |Iand neans that we w ||
have hundreds of new units of housing in the
nei ghbor hood and the city as a whol e.

| am al so encouraged by the
nunber of construction and pernmanent jobs that wll
be created fromthis endeavor. | strongly

reconmend that, for MWBE contracting, the project
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attenpt, where possible, to seek out MWBE firns
fromthis i medi ate area.

| am pleased with the mtigation
pl ans set in the DEIS and encourage the project
teamto update the comunity on a regular basis to
report out your progress.

Based on ny past and current
work, | know a good community devel opnent project
when | see one. | whol eheartedly support this
proj ect and eagerly look forward to its conpl eti on.

Thank you.

( Appl ause)

THE HEARI NG OFFI CER:  Thank you,
M. Burgos, and for your very audi bl e voice.

The next speaker is Kelly
Houghtaling, if |I'm pronouncing that --

M5. HOUGHTALI NG  Hought al i ng.

THE HEARI NG OFFI CER:  What ?

M5. HOUGHTALI NG  Hought al i ng.

THE HEARI NG OFFI CER:
Hought al i ng.

M5. HOUGHTALI NG Hi . My nane
Is Kelly Houghtaling. | live at 231 St. Steuben

Street in Staten Island with Progressive
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Managenent. | will be living in that building 16
years in July.

The best part of living in that
bui | di ng has been only the last three years. |
lived in that building for four nonths wth no
el evator. When Progressive Managenent took over,
we had an elevator for -- we were out of a el evator
for a nonth, and it was brand new, we got it back.
We had no caneras, we had no | ocks, when you | ooked
out si de you saw basically nothing. Now we | ook
out side you see trees. |It's such a nice place to
cone hone to. Like | said, |'ve been there 16
years and |'ve never experienced anything like it
until three years ago when they took over.

My bathroomis beautiful. M
kitchen | just love. And just com ng hone, you
know what | nean? And the neighbors and just, you
know, the way they take care of things when there's
an issue, a problem There's no issues. Wth
nei ghbors that are |oud, you nake a conplaint, it's
dealt with, you know what | nean? People are not
breaking things like they used to. W're not
hoppi ng over urination in the el evators because the

doors are | ocked and people are not just comng in
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and out as they please. And it's just such a safe
environnent to live in. [It's beautiful.

| got out of work at 6:30 this
nmor ni ng, | have not been to sleep. And | actually
cane here to support this project because | believe
init that nuch. And | have to go back to work at
10: 30 tonight, and |I drove all the way from St aten
Island. | was offered a cab and | drove here
because | believe that nuch in this project. So
pl ease, whatever it is that you can do --

( Appl ause)

M5. HOUGHTALING -- | give ny
whol e support to it.

THE HEARI NG OFFI CER:  Thank you,
Ms. Hought al i ng.

MS. HOUGHTALI NG  You're
wel cone.

The next speaker is Sukram
A vaz.

M5. AJVAZ: | already spoke. |
al ready spoke.

THE HEARI NG OFFI CER:  Ch, that
was you?

M5, AJVAZ: Yes.
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THE HEARI NG OFFI CER.  Okay.

The next speaker is Hugo
Mai | hos.

MR MAILHCS: Al right. Hi.

As ny friend said, I"'mfrom 195 St. Steuben Street,
al so Progressive Managenent. And, as she said, the
devel opnent have been conpletely redone. It's
gorgeous. It's good to | ook outside. And, like
she said, the bathroomis fantastic. That's as

|l ong as you keep it clean, naturally. And the
kitchen also is done. And the hallway has been
done, the windows. And |like she is content, |I'm
content, and |I'm here to support Progressive
Managenent. \Wiich is for the |ast three years has
been exactly what is promsed. And that's all |
have to say and thank you.

(Appl ause)

THE HEARI NG OFFI CER:  Thank you,
M. Mail hos.

The next four speakers to take
seats in the front, Latrina MIley, M ke Kal ezic,
Mel vi n Faul kner and | sha Kahn or Connie, |'m not
sure. And the first speaker will be Latrina Ml ey.

M5. M LEY: Hel | o. Hel | o,
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everyone. M nane is Latrina Mley. And | am not
a resident of Brooklyn or Staten Island. I|I'ma
resi dent of one of those | want to say the Queens
properties that Progressive oversees, and that's
Rufus King Court. And I'mjust going to talk and
basically say that, you know, com ng fromthe

proj ects, because that's ny background, ny nom

rai sed us here. That's where she was raised, in a
proj ect developnment. | was raised in a project
devel opnent. And then |I had ny daughter and she

al so was raised in a project devel opnent. So being
able to transition out of that into a private
bui | ding not only raised ny awareness of what | can
have, it's pushed ne to want nore. So even though
I"'min this building and I'mvery grateful, this is
not ny final stop because | would | ove, you know,

for people that are comng fromwhere | cane from

to still experience, you know, what |I'm
experienci ng now, what |'m experienci ng now.
l"msorry, I'malittle -- 1

feel alittle choked up because I went through a

| ot of projects, you know. |'mcom ng from Broom
Houses, Queens Ridge Houses, and I'lIl tell you, it
was turnoil, it was crazy. Broom Houses had rats.
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You know, one tine sonmeone got robbed, and funny
story, so the person that robbed the individual, I
t hought he was the victimso |I'm asking himare you
okay, like, you know, |I'm asking the assailant is
he okay because |I'mthinking he was the victim but
he was the actual guy robbing the, you know, the
pizza guy. So | said oh, ny God, I"'mina -- |I'm
in a project devel opnent where | can't even detect
who's the assailant and who's the actual victim
You know, it's crazy.

So, like I said, I'Il keep it
short. So noving forward and getting into this
bui | di ng has opened ny awareness. And not only am
Il in college and seeking other things, | amal so
pursuing to fix ny credit, so that | can becone a
homeowner. Because, you know, |ovely as ny
building is, beautiful as it is, |I would love to
own a hone. Because, like | said before, |I am
| ooking forward to nore devel opnents to be open to
people of ny nature to cone in and experi ence good
t hi ngs. Okay?

Thank you.

( Appl ause)
M5. MLEY: Have a good day.
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THE HEARI NG OFFI CER:  Thank you,
Ms. M ey.

The next speaker is M ke
Kal ezi c.

MR, KALEZIC. Ckay, |I'm
representi ng 20 Capodanno, which is Progressive
Managenent. And | just want to say to everybody
that |1've been living there for seven years now.
And since | noved in first tinme, their building
honestly has been run down to the point it was very
difficult to make any repairs or anything. And
si nce Progressive Managenent took over, it's been a
bl essing for us because we received a bathroom a
brand new kitchen. And it's an excellent | ocati on,
we are |ocated next to the beach. And right now I
have a kid, and | feel safe being in the building
since they have canmeras. Qur cars are parked. And
our gates are finally working. And we can feel
finally at hone. | just want to say thank you to
Progressive for taking their tine to inprove our
property, and thank you for having ne here today.

THE HEARI NG OFFI CER:  Thank you,

M . Kal ezi c.

( Appl ause)
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THE HEARI NG OFFI CER:  The next
speaker is M chael Faul kner.

(No response)

THE HEARI NG OFFI CER: I's M chael
Faul kner here?

MR, FAULKNER:  Mel vi n Faul kner .
Can you hear ne?

THE HEARI NG OFFI CER Mel vin
Faul kner ?

MR, FAULKNER: ' mthe
bi g- nout hed one fromthe community.

THE HEARI NG OFFI CER.  That's
Mel vi n?

MR, FAULKNER: Mel vi n.

THE HEARI NG OFFI CER:  We'l | take
Mel vi n.

MR. FAULKNER: Thank you.

Mbost people can hear ne. Can
you hear nme all the way in the back? Thank you.

' m here to say sonet hi ng about
t he community. This comunity is on the rise.
W' re saying to everybody that wants to be a part
of this community, it's a program devised for all

of the people of this comunity. East New York is
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a very big place. W are saying to any devel oper
that wants to be a part of this, work with the
people of this community. Don't cone in and
dictate. W are tired of dictatorships.

One of the things that | have --
the reason |I'mhere today for, is that we' ve heard
for the sane property they wanted to build a
shelter here. East New York is inundated with
shelters already. And basically |I was on the phone
with the governor's office this norning. No nore
shelters for East New York, none. And basically
the site that they had told us originally was 888
Fount ai n Avenue, to your surprise, to our surprise.
And if we didn't hear a shelter, they wanted to
build a jail. East New York is not going to
tolerate any of that. Not by the governor, the
mayor, or nobody else is going to cone in and
del egate what's happening to East New York. It's
rising. Let us rise together. And we are not
going to rise here and go down there. So the
shelters and the jails, not in East New York. And
we say that to the governor and the nayor as well.

So now we're neeting with the

mayor's people -- not the nayor's, | should say the
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governor's people on Friday. The same tone that
' m speaking to you today is the sane tone that he
wi Il hear on Friday. As long as you're working
with us, we want to rise up with East New YorKk. | f
you're rising up here today, we're with you.
Anything that's not rising up we're opposed to.

| speak on behalf of Charles
Barron and the 60th Assenbly District in Brooklyn.
And basically we do fight. W do stand on the
principle of we're going to rise together in East
New Yor k. Now, anybody object to that, you have an
argunent with ne. And | do have a big nouth.

Thank you.

( Appl ause)

THE HEARI NG OFFI CER:  Thank you,
Mel vi n Faul kner .

The next speaker is |sha Kanu.

Do | have your |ast nanme right?

MS. KANU: Kanu.

THE HEARI NG OFFI CER: Kanu?

M5. KANU: Kanu.

THE HEARI NG OFFI CER: Kanu.

M5. KANU. Hello. M nane is

Isha. And I'"'ma little nervous, | never spoken in
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front of people before. Anyway, | live at 1426
Loring Avenue. |'ve been living there since 2002.
And ny apartnent is still the sane as | first noved
there. | get a lot of coments from peopl e when
they cone visit ne, and | take it as if I'mthe
owner. They love it. M grass is green, walls is
white. Al is clean over there. Wat else. The

managenent conpany, they are very professional.
' mvery bossy sonetines, but they are very
professional. M super is the bonb. | love it.
Ckay. Al right.

( Appl ause)

THE HEARI NG OFFI CER:  Thank you,
Ms. Kanu.

The next four speakers,
pl ease take seats. Al exandra Artyukhova. Liliya
Shpigel man. Desiree Blunt. And Jessica Al exander.
And the first speaker wll be Al exandra Artyukhova.

MS. ARTYUKHOVA: Good afternoon
to everyone. | live in 2828 Wst 28th Street.
It's close to the ocean. |I'min ny building |ike
al nost six years. And | wanted to just give you
one exanpl e of how Progressive Managenment has

wor ked.
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It was the first day after

Sandy. And when | cone down on the first floor we

see there was -- like the | evel of water was during
the night like this one. So we stay w thout
electricity, water and gas. And | live in a

fifteen floor with four children and two ol der
parents. So just imagine how hard was this tine
for us. But the first day what the managenent did,
they provide us with water in the first floor. And
they fix one elevator that people who live in
hi gher floor was able to get this water and cone up
wth this water in the upper floor. So I just want
to say thank you for them-- for this. | really
feel that they care about us.

Thank you.

(Appl ause)

THE HEARI NG OFFI CER:  Thank you,
Ms. Artyukhova.

MS. SHPI GELMAN: | live in the
sanme buil ding at 2828.

THE HEARI NG OFFI CER: Ma' am
what i s your name?

M5. SHPI GELMAN: Liliya

Shpi gel man.
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THE HEARI NG OFFI CER:  The next
speaker is Liliya Shpigel man.

MS. SHPI GELMAN:  Yeah, okay.

Wien | stay with these peopl e,
fourteen years ago ny relatives from Russia, they
say you wouldn't be able to live in the CGty. The
building is the best because they see different
bui I di ngs, and the Ccean Avenue where | |live wth
ny friends and the Sheepshead Bay, | can't conpare.
So clean. \Wen they cone, they surprised, it's so
clean buildings. They don't renmenber -- |ike they
never stop nore than two hours. Qur super, our
managenent is working the best. This is the best
managenment. | can't inmagine. | don't want to nove
in any building fromthis.

Thank you.

(Appl ause)

THE HEARI NG OFFI CER:  Thank you,
Ms. Shpi gel nan.

The next speaker is Desiree

Bl unt .

MS. BLUNT: Hi. 1've been
living in the building for thirty years. |'ve been
i n the sane building since 1974. | went through a
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| ot of managenments, but Progressive Managenent is
t he best managenent we have. Any tinme you need
sonething fixed, they fix. M floors was peeling.
They gave ne all new floors all through ny house.
Whien | needed a paint job, they cane right away,

they painted. Wen | called nmanagenent or our

super, he's there. He cones to fix whatever. |If
he can't cone, he'll tell you. |If you have a
energency, he'll be right up. So | really don't

have any conpl ai nts about ny building and the
managenment. And the people in the renting office,
believe it or not, are the nicest people there.

So thank you.

( Appl ause)
THE HEARI NG OFFI CER:  Thank you,

Ms. Blunt.

The next speaker is Jessica
Al exander .

M5. ALEXANDER: Hi . My nane is
Jessica Alexander. |, like the other |adies, live
at Sea Park North in Staten Island. | ama new

resident, but | feel confident in giving testinony
for Progressive Managenent. Because ny story is

that | cane here fromHawaii. A |long distance nove
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on a short tinme schedul e and shoe string budget.
It cane to a point when | basically had to take the
first apartnment that | possibly could and wherever
that was. And | was scared. | didn't know what |
was going to get comng to New York. You hear
stories, it could be good, it could be bad. I
basically just hoped and prayed that | didn't end
up in atotally horrible place that 1'd have to
| ook for a new place as soon as ny | ease was up.

| was sent out to | ook at the
apartnent at Sea Park North, | believe on day
eleven of a two week trip to find an apartnent.
And | walked in and | said this is great. It's
clean, it's well kept, people are nice, it's safe.
|*'mso happy to have ended up where | did, when I
coul d have ended up with anything. And I, you
know, | don't perceive wanting to nove any tine in
t he foreseeabl e future.

So that is ny endorsenment to
Progr essi ve Managenent.

( Appl ause)

THE HEARI NG OFFI CER:  Thank you,
Ms. Al exander.

The next three speakers can cone
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have seats in the front. Bill WIKkins, Hope
Johnson and Kei sha G aham And the first speaker
will be Bill WIKkins.

MR WLKINS: Is it all right if
| use this mc?

THE HEARI NG OFFI CER  Yes.

MR WLKINS: Al right, good
af t er noon. As stated, ny nanme is Bill WIKkins.
I'"'mthe Director of Econom c Devel opnent for the
Local Devel opnent Corporation of East New YorKk,
grow ng busi nesses, changing lives, strengthening
comruni ti es.

A lot of the boxes that we I|ike
to see checked |'ve heard already in just spending
about an hour here. As R chard Bearak indicat ed,
50 percent preference for |local residents. Also, a
preference for local hiring. |In addition to that,
I'"'minterested in the econom c devel opnment aspects
of this project because this is anal ogous to Hudson
Yards. This project represents $371 million. The
question is, how do we enabl e ourselves to
recirculate that noney in our conmunity, because we
have hi gh unenpl oynment. W also are in the

backyard of an industrial park. And one of our
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core industries happen to be conpanies in the
buildings trade. Let's create the blueprint for
intelligent econom c devel opnent goi ng forward
where we're able not only to nove $371 nillion but
to recycle our noney wth individuals that need
enpl oynent and also hire locally. That's the
success of this project.

So far it's been a |l ove fest and
|'ve heard a |l ot of great things. | know the
architect, he's worked with us on other projects.
The design |looks intelligent. But let's get the
money right. So | challenge Enpire State
Devel opnent, | challenge all of the project teamto
create the blueprint for intelligent economc
devel opnent, and let's do it i n East New York,
which will be transfornative.

Thank you very nuch.

THE HEARI NG OFFI CER:  Thank you,
M. WIKkins.

The next speaker is Hope
Johnson.

M5. JOHANSON: Hello. [|I'mhere
on behal f of Progressive Managenent. And | reside

at 710 Dunont.
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|"malso along tine resident of
East New York. | renenber the building that |
actually lived in when | was a little girl was an
abandoned school building. | think they opened in
1998, was it? |'mnot sure.

I'"mthe first person to ever

reside in ny apartnent, |'ve been there since day
one. The building is wonderful. Most visitors
conpare it to a hotel. It's kept well. W have

| aundry roonms so you don't have to go out. You

have parking area also. You have to pay for the

par ki ng, though, if you want one. | |love ny
apartnment. | tell people all the tine | |love ny
apartnent. |It's huge, it's big. | wasn't used to

havi ng so nuch space. The rent is reasonabl e.

| don't have that nuch
experience with the managenent itself because |
don't really have to call them for anything. Also,
there was a tine when soneone tried to start --
well, there was a tine when soneone started
urinating in the elevator, and the managenent had
caneras installed in the building throughout the
bui | ding, so we don't have that problem urination

or hangi ng out or anything. So doors are | ocked.
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And | love it. | love ny apartnent. | w sh you
guys woul d nake condos. | would |ove to own ny
own -- yeah, | wouldn't mnd if they converted ny

apartnent to a condo where | owned it, that's how

much | love it.

Thank you.

(Appl ause)

THE HEARI NG OFFI CER:  Thank you,
Ms. Johnson.

The next speaker is Keisha
G aham

M5. GRAHAM Hell o, everybody.

| ama tenant for Ccean View in Far Rockaway, 1410

New Haven.

To be honest with you, 1410 was
a project initself | feel like, living there.
Wll, ny nomwas on the waiting |list since she was

twenty, when she had ne. W nopved in when | was
about ten years old. That was back in 1999. And
the buil ding back then to today is a conpletely
different building. W actually have a security
guard now. The security guards did not |ast for
nore than two weeks in that building. W have

pl aygrounds in the front of the building. W have
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grass in the front of our building. W have a
gate. Like the way the building | ooked before to
today, | thank you guys. | thank Progressive
because | can actually invite people over and not
feel ashaned of it. Al the way to Far Rockaway,
and the building was terrible.

So | have hi gh expectations for
this new project. | feel like this new project
wll benefit a lot of people, a lot of seniors. |
think you guys will do great.

Thank you.

( Appl ause)

THE HEARI NG OFFI CER:  Thank you,
Ms. G aham

In case there's any confusion,
the people up front here are not from Progressive.
I'ma hearing officer, which nean |I'm neutral,
nothing to do with anyone.

The next speaker is Mrna Vidal.

MS. VI DAL: Hi . | tal k kind of
loud so | don't think | need it. H. M nane is
Mrna Vidal, and | live at 472 East Street in

Br ookl yn.

| just want to tell Progressive
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Managenent thank you. Because |I'mall for
projects, for better things. And |I'm proof
positive. |'ve been in East New York all ny life.
And before Progressive Managenent | was going from
shelter to shelter. | was falling to drugs for
many, nmany years. And Progressive Managenent

pl ayed a role in changing ny life, and for that I

t hank you.

| remenber when | was in the
shelter that | got the call, | had wanted badly an
apartnent. And, like |I said, | didn't know about

East Street because | know it was a dunp site for
many years. So when they called ne off the lottery
gate, mnd you, | stayed in the shelter two and a
hal f years because | unfortunately with ny
lifestyle back then I have four felonies. | had to
wait for every possible programto deny ne because
of nmy track record before soneone would offer ne
housing. So |I renenber | got called through a

|l ottery gane, it was this programcalled Six, that

| didn't even know existed. So when | went to | ook
at the apartnent, I'mlike oh ny God, what kind of
hell -1i ke place am1l going to. And | see it and |

was |i ke oh, ny God, it was so beautiful.
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| was the first one to nove into
the complex. I'mstill in the sane apartnment.
love it. The thing about it is you don't -- we
wor k hard every day, no matter what it is that we
are doing. And to nme ny nost precious thing' s ny
apartnment where I live. You know, when you live in
a place that you're happy, you're confortable, that
makes you want to better yourself. By the grace of
God | got to say thank you to Progressive
Managenent. |It's been fourteen years that |'ve
been living there, it's been fourteen years since

' mdrug free.

( Appl ause)

MS. VIDAL: | work for the New
York Gty Departnent of Parks. |'m a supervisor
right now And if it wasn't for you guys, | nean

God only knows where | would have been. So |I'm all
for the Progressive project.

Thank you.

( Appl ause)

THE HEARI NG OFFI CER:  Thank you,
Ms. Vidal.

|s there any person who has

signed up who has not had the opportunity to speak?
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(No response)

THE HEARI NG OFFI CER: Is there
anyone el se here who would |i ke to make a st at enent
regardi ng the project?

(No response)

THE HEARI NG OFFI CER Let the
record reflect that no one has answered yes to that
question, and the tinme is now 4:09. W wll hold
the hearing open until five p.m in order to afford
any | ateconers an opportunity to make a statenent.
At this time | wll call for a recess in these
proceedi ngs until such tinme as soneone requests an
opportunity to nake a statenent.

Pl ease also note at five p.m we
w || cone back on the record and announce a break
Iin the proceedings, and we will then resune at siX
o' clock p.m Thank you.

(Recess t aken)

THE HEARI NG OFFI CER:  Coul d
everyone pl ease take seats? W wll go back on the
record.

We have anot her speaker. And
t hat speaker is Monbdu Roberts.

MR, ROBERTS: Al right. I'm
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Monodu Roberts. | live on Forbell Street, 1101,
Apartment 501.

" mso grateful for Progressive
bei ng present to tell you how happy | am because
when | was | ooking for a place to live, | cane
across Progressive Managenent. And they gave ne a
place to live. And | wll tell you that place is
well protected. Security is in the building 24/7.
WAt er never gone out or off. W have the water,
it's always there. And if you | ook at the guy who
does the yard, the parking |ot, we have a better
pl ace. And the building is so nice. Wenever you
call the super, the workers of Progressive
Managenent, they always there to give you exactly
what you ask for. Never |let you down. They al ways
concerned about us, the tenant that is in the
building. And I'm so happy.

So | cane here to stand here
also to say thank you for your coming up with the
project, because it's also a project that is going
on Fountain Avenue for those who don't have pl aces
to rest. Because if you don't have a place to
sl eep, you don't even have the tine to even find

food to eat or even to go to work. Because to be
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proper, you have to have a place to rest, to do
what you have to do best. So | just tell you thank
you for what you are doing for us. Thank you.

( Appl ause)

THE HEARI NG OFFI CER: Thank you
for your comments, M. Roberts.

Is there anyone el se present who
would |i ke to make a statenent regardi ng the
proj ect?

(No response)

THE HEARI NG OFFI CER: Let the
record reflect that no one has answered yes to that
question, and the tine is now 4:25. W wll hold
t he hearing open until five p.m in order to afford
any | ateconers an opportunity to make a statenent.

At this tine | wll call for a
recess in these proceedings until such tine as
soneone requests an opportunity to nake a
statenment. Again | wll note -- yes?

M5. SAUNDERS: | want to speak.

THE HEARI NG OFFI CER:  Sure.
Stat e your nane.

MS. SAUNDERS: Terry Saunders.

THE HEARI NG OFFI CER:  Coul d you
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spell that?

MS. SAUNDERS: T-e-r-r-y,
Saunders, S-a-u-n-d-e-r-s.

Hel | o, everybody. |I'mfrom
Coney Island. And |'ve been there for 16 years.

Before | cane there, | was
living in the projects. [|I'mnot trying to
downgr ade anybody or whatever, but this is an
upgrade to where |I'mliving at now.

| love nmy managenent, | |ove the
super. Wen | need sonet hi ng done, they cone in a
fl ash.

| live by the shore. 1It's very,
very nice. \When we have -- when Sandy cane, it was
a disaster. But everything got back on point. |
love it. The only way | think I would nove is |
hit Lotto. | nean unless they give nme a di spossess
or sonmething. But | really do |Iove where | |ive,
and Progressive Managenent is the best.

Thank you.

( Appl ause)

THE HEARI NG OFFI CER:  Thank you,
Ms. Saunders. Thank you.

Is there anyone el se who woul d
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li ke to make a statenent regarding the project?

(No response)

THE HEARI NG OFFI CER: Let the
record reflect that no one has answered yes to that
question. The tine is now 4:27. So we'll now go
off the record until soneone el se wishes to nake a
statenment. Thank you.

(Recess t aken)

THE HEARI NG OFFI CER  We're
going to go back on the record.

Thank you for all of your
comrents. The tine is now five p.m

Bef ore we adjourn for a break,
is there anyone el se here who would like to nake a
statenment regarding the proposed project?

(No response)

THE HEARI NG OFFI CER Let the
record reflect that no one has answered yes to that
question. The tinme is nowfive p.m, and we wl |l
go off the record now and resune at six p.m for
our evening session. Thank you all for attending
t his afternoon.

(Time noted: 5:00 p.m)
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CERTI FI CATE

STATE OF NEW YORK
SS:

N N

COUNTY OF ORANGE

I, KARI L. REED, a Registered
Pr of essi onal Reporter (Stenotype) and Notary
Public wwth and for the State of New York, do
hereby certify:

| reported the proceedings in the
within-entitled matter and that the within
transcript is a true record of such
pr oceedi ngs.

| further certify that I am not
rel ated, by blood or marriage, to any of the
parties in this matter and that | amin no
way interested in the outcone of this matter.

I N WTNESS WHEREOF, | have hereunto
set ny han % 'L }?gep{ June, 2016.

KARI L. REED
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PROCEEDI NGS

THE HEARI NG OFFI CER.  Good
eveni ng, |l adies and gentlenen. M nane is Edward
Kraner. |I'man attorney duly admtted to practice
law in the State of New York. | have been asked by
the New York State Urban Devel opment Cor porati on,
doi ng business as Enpire State Devel opnent, ESD, to
conduct today's public hearing pursuant to Section
6 and 16 of the New York State U ban Devel opnent
Cor poration Act, the UDC Act, and Article 8 of the
New Yor k State Environnental Conservation Law and
its inplenmenting regul ati ons.

This hearing is being held
pursuant to the |l egal notices published in
accordance with the UDC Act and the State
Envi ronnental Quality Review Act, or SEQRA, in the
April 22, 2016 editions of the New York Daily News
and t he Brooklyn Eagl e.

The purpose of this hearing is
to afford you an opportunity to make statenents and
comrents about an ESD s General Project Plan, the
Draft Environnental |npact Statenent, DEIS, and the
essential terns of the proposed purchase and sal e

agreenent, and other docunents for the proposed
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Fount ai n Avenue Land Use | nprovenent Residenti al
Project. M purpose is to run the hearing in a
fair and inpartial manner, and to try to nake sure
t hat everyone who wi shes to speak has an adequate
opportunity to be heard. This is not a question
and answer session. It is instead an opportunity
for you to present your views so that ESD can
consider themin making its final determ nations.

Pl ease note that a stenographic
transcript of this hearing is being nade.

Comrents presented in this
hearing will be taken into consideration by ESD as
part of the final approval of the proposed project.
Comments may al so be submtted in witing.
Comment s nust be received by the close of business
on June 23, 2016. Instructions for submtting
witten comments can be found at the sign-in table
| ocated right outside this room

First, M. Tom Conoscenti,
Director of Real Estate Devel opnent and Pl anni ng,
will present information about the project on
behal f of ESD. He will be followed by M. Cade
Hobbi ck of STV, Inc. who will present the summary

of the DEIS. Followi ng the presentations, | wll
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recogni ze anyone el se who wi shes to make a comment
about the project.

If you wish to speak at today's
hearing, please be sure to sign in at the speaker
regi stration table | ocated right outside this room
For your information and conveni ence, copies of the
CGeneral Project Plan, GPP, and the Executive
Sunmmary of the draft EIS for the proposed project
are available on the table outside this room A
full copy of the draft EISis also |located at this
tabl e, avail able for inspection.

Upon request, the GPP, the draft
ElI S and the Executive Summary nay be inspected at
ESD s offices at 633 Third Avenue, New York, New
York 10017, between the hours of 9:30 a.m and 5:00
p. m, Monday through Friday, public holidays
excluded. To inspect and/or obtain copies of the
f oregoi ng docunents, please contact Regi na Stephens
ESD at the address above, or at 212-803-3818.

Copi es have al so been provi ded
to the clerks of Kings County and the City of New
York, the Mayor of the Gty of New York, the
Br ookl yn Borough president, the Chair of the City

Pl anni ng Conm ssion, and the Chair of Brooklyn
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Communi ty Board nunber 5. A copy of the conplete
draft EISis also on file at the Spring C eek
Branch of the Brooklyn Public Library | ocated at
12143 Fl atl ands Avenue, at New Jersey Avenue,

Br ookl yn, New York 11207. The Draft EIS can al so
be viewed at www. esd. ny. gov/ subsi diaries --
actually, s-u-b-s-i-d-i-a-r-e-s, underscore
projects dot htm.

In order to give everyone an
anpl e opportunity to speak, | request that speakers
keep their oral presentations to no nore than three
m nutes. Elected officials will be afforded five
m nutes. Speakers unable to conclude their remarks
in the allotted tine nmay be given an opportunity to
conclude their remarks once all speakers have been
given an opportunity to speak, should tine allow

In order to ensure an accurate
transcript and to enable all assenbled to hear your
remar ks, | ask each speaker, when called, to cone
to the mcrophone in the front of the room please
state your nane and address, and if you are
appearing as a representative of an organi zati on or
a governnental entity, please identify the

organi zation or entity and state its address.
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Finally, I want to rem nd you
t hat the purpose of this hearing is to afford you
an opportunity to nake comments about the CGeneral
Project Plan, including the essential terns of the
proposed purchase and sal e agreenent for the
proposed project and the Draft EIS. This is not a
question and answer sessi on.

Now | would |like to take care of
sone adm nistrative matters by asking the
st enographer to mark the follow ng docunents as
exhibits to the hearing transcript.

Exhibit 1, copies of the Public
Heari ng Notice that appeared in the New York Daily
News and the Brooklyn Eagle on April 22, 2016,
along with the affidavits of publication attesting
to the publication of the notices.

Exhibit 2, April 21, 2016, ESD
directors materials, pursuant to which the proposed
CGeneral Project Plan was adopted for purposes of
this public hearing and the holding of this public
heari ng was aut hori zed.

And Exhibit 3, which is |ocated
outside the hearing room the draft environnental

| mpact statenent for the project.
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| request that the stenographer
deem t hese exhi bits marked.

M. Conoscenti will now present
i nformati on about the project.

MR. CONOSCENTI: Thank you. And
can everyone hear ne? Geat. Thank you and good
afternoon -- good eveni ng.

In 2013, Enpire State
Devel opnent utilized a request for proposals to
mar ket two sites, parcel A which is tw acres, and
parcel B, which is 4.8 acres, of primarily vacant,
under devel oped, surplus property, constituting a
portion of the Brooklyn Devel opnental Center in the
Spring Creek nei ghborhood of the East New York
section of Brooklyn. The address of the property
s --

AUDI ENCE MEMBER: Coul d you
speak up a little bit, please?

MR. CONOSCENTI :  Sur e,
definitely, thank you.

The address of the property is
888 Fount ai n Avenue.

Br ookl yn Devel opnment al Center

was and is used by the Ofice for People with
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Devel opnental Disabilities, or OPVWDD, for both
adm ni strative offices and residences for people
w t h devel opnental disabilities.

The RFP yi el ded a response from
an affiliate of the Arker Conpanies, a New York
based residential devel opnent conpany that
specializes in the construction of affordable
housi ng. The devel oper proposed to build
approximately 1.268 mllion square feet of m xed
use devel opnment conprised of affordable residenti al
space, ground floor retail, commercial and/or
community facility space, and parki ng.

The devel opment on the two
parcels would yield 1,169 units of affordable
housi ng. One hundred percent of the units would be
made avail abl e to househol ds earning no greater
than 60 percent of the area nedian inconme. The
units would be made avail able for 30 or 50 years,
dependi ng on the financing. The project would
I ncl ude approxi mately 200 units of affordable
seni or housi ng, and OPWDD woul d have a preference
in the selection of up to 20 percent of the
non-senior units. The project would also include a

privately owned, publicly accessible open space
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call ed Schroeders Wal k that would effectively
extend Schroeders Avenue for pedestrians between
Er ski ne Street and Fountain Avenue. The devel oper
woul d pay $10 mllion for the site.

In terns of tineline, the
proj ect would commence construction shortly after
t he devel oper closes on the land and its financing.
The project is anticipated to be conpleted by 2028
in five phases.

In order to construct the
proj ect consistent with the design guidelines
included in the General Project Plan, Enpire State
Devel opnent will override certain |local zoning
regul ati ons pursuant to the UDC Act. These zoning
overrides wll permt devel opnent that generally
conforms to an R-7A zoni ng equi valency with a C4-2
commerci al overlay zone. The resulting devel opnent
wll be conpatible with adjacent R6 nmedi um density
zoned residential devel opnent in the surroundi ng
area of the project site. The Gty has been
advi sed of, and the Gty staff has provided input
on the proposal already.

I n 2015, ESD entered into a

Menor andum of Under st andi ng and Condi ti onal
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Desi gnation with Fountain Seaview Limted
Partnership, an affiliate of the Arker Conpani es.

In 2015, Enpire State
Devel opnent entered into a Menorandum of
Under st andi ng and Condi ti onal Designation with
Fountain Seaview Limted Partnership, an affiliate
of the Arker Conpanies and the D sability
Opportunity Fund. In March of 2016, both entities
assigned their interest to an affiliate of Arker,
Fount ai n Seavi ew One Housi ng Devel opnent Fund
Cor por ati on, an approved Housi ng Devel opnent Fund
Cor poration created pursuant to the provisions of
t he Private Housing Finance Law.

Thank you very much.

THE HEARI NG OFFI CER:  Thank you,
M. Conoscenti .

The next speaker will be Cade
Hobbi ck.

MR. HOBBI CK: Thank you, and
good eveni ng.

The New York State Urban
Devel opnent Cor porati on doi ng busi ness as Enpire
St at e Devel opnent, ESD, has prepared a Draft

Envi ronnmental | npact Statenent or DEIS for the

13
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pr oposed Fountain Avenue Land Use | nprovenent and
Resi denti al Project, known as the Project, which
Tom just descri bed. The DEIS has been prepared
pursuant to the New York State Environnenta
Quality Review Act, SEQRA, codified in Article 8 of
t he Environnental Conservation Law and its

I mpl enenti ng regul ati ons.

The environnmental review process
began last fall. The SEQRA Environnment al
Assessnent Form EAF, was conpleted in October 2015
and ESD then issued a notice of public scoping and
intent to prepare a Draft EI'S, also in Cctober
2015.

As sone of you in attendance
this evening recall, ESD held a public scoping
nmeeting in Novenmber 2015, and the public had the
opportunity to provide comment on the draft scope
of work to prepare the DEIS. No comments received
during the public comment period warranted changes
to the draft scope of work, and so the technica
anal yses undertaken for the DEIS foll owed the draft
scope of work as publi shed.

Now at this point in the process

t he public has the opportunity to comment on the
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findings presented in the DEIS. Notice of
availability of the DEIS was published in the New
York State Departnent of Environnental Conservation
Envi ronnmental News Bulletin, ENB, on April 27th,
2016. As Tom expl ained, the DEIS and proposed GPP
have been nade available to the public for review
online at the ESD website, www.. esd. ny.gov, and a
printed copy of the DEIS has been nmade available to
the public at the Spring Creek Branch of the
Brookl yn Public Library. 1In addition, there are
two printed copies of the DEIS provided this
eveni ng which may be reviewed by the public at the
regi strati on desk where you signed in to the
meeting this evening.

Il will now sunmari ze key
findings of the technical anal yses as presented in
the DEIS, specifically potential significant
adverse inpacts that nmay result with the proposed
action, and also the proposed mtigation that would
reduce or elimnate these inpacts. The DEIS
concl udes that the proposed action could result in
significant adverse inpacts related to publicly
funded child care facilities, traffic, transit,

specifically bus service, and tenporary
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construction noi se inpacts.

The proposed action would result
in significant adverse indirect inpacts to publicly
funded child care facilities. The proposed action
woul d generate approximately 173 chil dren under the
age of six who would be eligible for publicly
funded child care services. And so the collective
demand for the study area child care centers would
I ncr ease.

As described in the DEI'S, the
restrictive declaration governing the use of the
project site would require that the devel oper,
prior to the occupancy of phase one, consult with
New York City Administration for Children's
Services to determ ne the appropriate mtigation
nmeasures for the inpact of eligible children
anticipated to be generated by the proposed action.
Such mtigation could include, one, funding a
nunmber of vouchers equal to the nunber of children
projected to occupy the project site or a portion
t hereof eligible for day care; and/or, two,
provi di ng commerci al space within parcel B to a New
York City Adm nistration for Children's Services

contractor or other day care provider accepting
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vouchers sufficient to serve eligible children
projected to occupy the project site or a portion
thereof. As described in the DEI'S, absent
certainty as to whether such neasures woul d be
practicable, the significant indirect adverse
I mpact to child care centers may prove to be an
unavoi dabl e adverse i npact.

The proposed action would result
in significant adverse traffic inpacts at four
i ntersections during one or nore anal yzed peak
hours. All these significant adverse inpacts to
traffic could be fully mtigated through the
nmodi fication of traffic signal phasing and/ or
timng.

The proposed action would result
In a capacity shortfall on three bus lines in the
a.m peak hour and one bus line in the p.m peak
hour. Affected bus service lines would include the
B13, B83, and (B. These significant adverse
I npacts on bus service could be fully mtigated by
t he addition of buses in the a.m peak hour and in
t he p.m peak hour.

Finally, the proposed action

woul d be expected to result in significant adverse

17
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I mpacts related to construction noise at sone
nei ghbori ng Gateway Estates buil dings. These
i npacts woul d be tenporary and would be limted
t hrough use of best practices. The effects of
construction noise on the sensitive receptors would
vary, depending on the |location of the noise
source. During nost of the construction period for
each project phase, noise |l evels woul d decrease
followng the conpletion of pile driving activities
t hat woul d occur for up to approximately twelve
weeks at the beginning of each of the five project
phases. The potential for significant adverse
I npacts related to construction noise would be
mnimzed to the extent practicable with the
proposed action, though not entirely elim nated.
There would remain the |ikely potential for
significant adverse construction peri od noi se
I mpacts during pile driving activities and
potentially during other construction activities,
but these activities would occur for limted
dur ati ons.

The restrictive declaration
woul d require contract specifications requiring

contractors to conply with all requirenents and
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regul ations of the New York Gty noi se code and the
United States Environnental Protection Agency,
USEPA, noi se em ssions standards for construction
equi pnent, devices and activities which are subject
to the provisions of the New York City noi se code
to be operated, conducted, constructed or

manuf actured w t hout causing a violation of the
code, and all work to be conducted in conpliance
wth the regulations set forth in the code that
controls noise | evels during construction.

QG her mtigati on neasures and
strategies that could reduce noise | evels and which
the restrictive declaration would require the
devel oper to inplenent, if and when practicabl e and
effective, further include:

Desi gn consi derati ons and
proj ect | ayout approaches;

Perinmeter noise barriers;

Al ternative construction
met hods; and,

Use of noise encl osures or noise
i nsul ation fabric on conpressors, generators, et
cetera.

Finally, to reiterate, there are
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t hree ways for the public to provide comment on the
DElI S and the proposed GPP. You may provide coment
at this public hearing. Please be sure you have
regi stered to speak at the front desk if you have
not al ready done so and you wi sh to provide
comments this evening. You nay provide conment via
emai|l to the address shown on the screen, and which
I's also included on the handout naterials avail able
fromthe registrati on desk. And you may provide
comments in witing to the address shown on the
screen, which is also provided in the handout
materials. Please note that comments on either the
proposed CGeneral Project Plan, GPP, or the DEIS

w |l be accepted until 5:30 p.m on June 23rd,

2016.

Thank you.

THE HEARI NG OFFI CER:  Thank you,
M . Hobbi ck.

W will now begin the public
comrent portion of this hearing. The procedures to
be followed are as follows. |If you wish to speak
at today's hearing, and if you haven't already done
so, please register at the sign-in table. Public

officials and certain project participants wll be
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all owed to speak as soon as possible after their
arrival at this hearing room |In all instances

speakers will be called on in the order in which
t hey have regi stered.

At this tinme I'd I'ike our first
four speakers to take seats in the front on the
left, and they are Patricia Allen, Elonka Torres,
Janet Jolley, and Mchelle Wst. Wen you get up
pl ease state your nane, address and whet her you are
appearing as a representative of any organi zation.
I f you have any prepared remarks and have copies
avai |l abl e, kindly hand one to the stenographer.

And the first speaker is Patricia Allen.
MS. ALLEN: Hello, good eveni ng.

My nane is Patricia Allen. | live in the
devel opnent at 510 Wom ng Street. |'ve been there
16 years, I'mthe first one in the apartnent. And

| just want to say Progressive has been a good
devel opnent. |'ve been there, like | said, 16
years. And | wi sh to see anot her devel opnent so
t hat, you know, we could have sone nore | oca
housing in the area.

Ckay, thank you.
( Appl ause)
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THE HEARI NG OFFI CER:  Thank you,
Ms. Allen.

The next speaker is Elonka
Torres. Elonka Torres?

(No response)

THE HEARI NG OFFI CER Is there
anyone here naned Torres whose nane m ght start
wth an E?

M5. TORRES: (In English:) H.
My nanme is El onka Torres.

MR SCSA: |I'mhere to help
t ransl at e.

(Ms. Torres speaks in Spanish)

G aci as.

MR. SOSA: Wuld you like ne to
transl ate?

THE HEARI NG OFFI CER:  Sur e.

MR. SOCSA: Ms. Torres, she said
that she lives at 472 Ruby Street and that she
really enjoys where she |lives and that everything
IS very responsive. Her superintendent responds
very well whenever she needs anything, and she's
very happy wth her apartnent.

THE CHAlI R And sir, what is

22
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your nane?
MR SOSA: "' m Al ex Sosa.
THE HEARI NG OFFI CER: Al ex Sosa.

The next speaker wi |l be Janet
Jol | ey.

MS. JOLLEY: That's ne.

THE HEARI NG OFFI CER  You seem
happy.

MS. JOLLEY: Al the tine.

H. |1'mJanet Jolley. 1've
been with Progressive for fourteen years. | lived

at 1426 Loring first, had no problens. Wenever
needed managemnment, they're right there for ne. |
transferred say four years ago to Forbell. There I
have no probl ens. Wenever | need anything done to
the apartnent, they're right there for ne. | have
no i ssues.

Does anybody want to ask ne any
questions to see if anything?

They're the best.

AUDI ENCE MEMBER: And you agree
t here shoul d be anot her devel opnent.

M5, JOLLEY: Well, not -- | nmean

yeah, we could all use affordable housing. And
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Progressive has really shown ne that they has
really put their stuff together and they cone out
when | need them And I'mtalking fromne and
truly fromne. | don't know what they do with
anybody el se, but | have a good -- nothing but good
things to say about them because they have never
done me wong. Wenever | need themthey are right
on tine.

Anybody got any questi on,
anybody got a question for ne?

(Laughter)

MS. JOLLEY: Cone on, let's hear

( Appl ause)
M5. JOLLEY: Thank you all

THE HEARI NG OFFI CER:  Thank you,
Ms. Jol | ey.

The next speaker is Mchelle
West .

M5. WEST: Hello. |'ve been at
1426 Loring Avenue for fifteen years.

AUDI ENCE MEMBER: W can't hear
you.

M5. W\EST: |'ve been at 1426
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Lori ng Avenue for fourteen years, fifteen years.
And any tine | need Progressive Managenent or the
super or anybody, they're right there for ne. And
| believe that Progressive Managenment will be a
great developer. They wlill take care of this
devel opnent also. So if you can, if you can,
Progressi ve Managenent, yay.

(Appl ause)

THE HEARI NG OFFI CER:  Thank you,
Ms. West.

The next four people, please
t ake seats right in the front, so if you could
vacate those seats so they could sit here. Ckay.
And that will be Marcia Canpbell.

M5. CAMPBELL: Hi .

THE HEARI NG OFFI CER:  Cavar ene
W | ki sson.

Ms. CAMPBELL: M nane is --

THE HEARI NG OFFI CER Hol d on
one nonent .

Debby Hyl es and Joyce Brayboy.
And Marcia Canpbell is the first speaker.
Ms. Canpbell .

M5. CAMPBELL: H, this is
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Marcia Canpbell. | cane from 666 Jamai ca Avenue,
across fromthe cenetery. And | saw an ad in the
Daily News, affordable apartnment, and | was very
interested. So | applied at a place called the
Fount ai ns, which is 922 Forbell Street. The rent
was reasonable at the tine. Still is. And but |
can afford for nore devel opnent and nove there al so
or get a transfer, okay. So I'mglad that this
nmeeting exists today, so that way | can | ook
forward into noving i nto anot her affordable
apartnent which is just as nice as the Fountai ns.

Let ne tell you, people cone
here tal king about that it's a project? | say no.
This is called the Fountains, okay, not the
proj ect, okay. W have brand new radi ators, not
those old netal or iron radiators. W have that
button that we press for air, fan and heat, okay.
We got a new stove, newrefrigerator. |If we want
tile, we get tile. W want carpet, we get carpet.
That's the way it is there.

And | do appreciate that place.
And you know what | do as a tenant, | try to keep
nmy conpactor roomclean on the third floor. People

like to throw garbage. 1'll pick it up and put it
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i n the container because | don't like those little
critters running around in ny apartnent. | amreal
clean and | am constantly cl eani ng, okay.

So that's why |I' m | ooking
forward to see what they devel op around here and to
see all these new apartnents that they're buil ding
around here for us people that work, |ower incone.
We can nove in there. And we all have to treat the
pl ace nice and take care of it, okay. Because
there's sone peopl e that when they nove in
sonewhere, they don't take care of the apartnent.
And that you got to appreciate what Progressive
Managenent has built for us and take care of it,
like I do. And | do appreciate, like | said, all
these affordabl e apartnents that's being built all
around us, and I do wish to see nore. And for
people that | knowreally can't afford --

AUDI ENCE MEMBER: Housi ng.

M. CAMPBELL: Housing. |
didn't want to say that word "housing" though,
because | |ive at the Fountains.

AUDI ENCE MEMBER: Exactly.

(Laughter)

MS. CAMPBELL: So, you know, |
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do appreciate what's going on and | do appreciate

t hese neetings that we cone to. And |I'm happy

where |I'mat, okay, |I'mreally happy where |I'm at.
That's it for today.

(Appl ause)
THE HEARI NG OFFI CER Thank you,

Ms. Canpbell.

The next speaker is Cavarene
W | ki sson.

M5. W LKISSON: Good eveni ng.
My nane is Cavarene Wl kisson, and | live at 14819

Fifth Avenue in a buil ding managed by Progressive.

AUDI ENCE MEMBER: Use the mc.
Use the mc.

M5. WLKISSON: In a building
managed by Progressive Managenent. | say managed
because that's the experience | get fromthem
There is nothing | eft undone. The place is al ways
clean. | have visitors to ny apartnent asking how
can | get into this buil ding. If | should call
this is the operation, it's three mnutes | get a
response. And | appreciate that.

As far as | see, nobst of the

tenants, if not all, do their part to -- it's |liKke

28
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two hands. W do what we got to do, the managenent
do what they got to do. And I think we all I|ike
living in soneplace |like that, okay. It is very
clean, very affordable, very welcomng to live in.
That's what |'ve got to say about where | |ive.

Thank you.

(Appl ause)

THE HEARI NG OFFI CER:  Thank you,
Ms. W ki sson.

The next speaker is Debbie
Hyl es.

MS. HYLES: Good eveni ng,
everyone, how are you. | live at Rufus King,
148-19 90t h Avenue. That's in Janmaica, New York

for those who don't know.

| can say that I'mthe first
tenant in ny unit. Rufus King is going to be
turning two this year in July. | have no qual ns

about ny unit. The apartnents are very big. |
have a two bedroom and it's ne and ny daughter.
Let's just say the two bedroomthat | live in is,
my master bedroomis one apartnent when you go to
rent an average apartnent in New York GCty. Ckay.

A lot of people don't know about
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Rufus King. Wen | tell themwhere | live, they
don't know about it. But ny unit is |ocated right
off of Jamaica and Sutton right across fromthe
par K.

Managenent, | have no qual ns
w th nanagenent. They have al ways been
open-hearted and warmto ne. A prine exanple, ny
nom di ed suddenly in Decenber, and | had to use ny
community room on a weekday. They don't |et us use
it on a weekday, rent it, quote, unquote. They
called ne, they got in touch with ne, | didn't even
reach out to them ny super reached out to them
which is Carlos Ranbs. He's the best, by the way,
so if you all ever hear of Carlos Ranpbs, he's m ne,
you can't have him You know what's going on. You
can't take Carlos from Rufus, okay, | will fight
you for Carlos. They reached out to ne and they

offered to help ne in such a horrible tinme in ny

life.

And the building is i mmacul at e,
it's clean. W have a porter. He's on point. He
is always in uniform \Wen | wake up and | | eave,

| snell fresh berri es. Wen | cone in, the

bui l ding is clean, because ny building is gl ass,
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you don't see fingerprints, you see nothing but

spotless. Wen | conpare ny unit to downt own

Brooklyn, that's what it is, | live in a |luxury
apartnent. | have a laundry room | have a
bicycle room | have storage. A lot of units

don't offer storage. And we all know we all need
sone extra space. Because |I'mnot a clutter bug, |
don't like clutter. What else do we have. W have
a beautiful | andscape at the back. W have access
to the up and com ng Janmi ca Avenue, which is
turning i nto new Downt own Brooklyn. Qur |ocation
I's the fundanental heart of Janmi ca Avenue.

And ny only request at this
point is we need sonme nore units in Queens. | know
we have units going up in Brooklyn, which I'm proud
of. But if we could get sone nore units in Queens,
hey.

THE HEARI NG OFFI CER Ms. Hyl es,
could you finish up?

MS. HYLES: At the end of the
day, Rufus King and Progressive Managenent, they
have done good for nme. And | could al so speak for
my co-tenants that | know. So you know what, give

t hem a hand, guys, because they're doing an
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out st andi ng j ob.

( Appl ause)

THE HEARI NG OFFI CER:  Thank you,
Ms. Hyl es.

The next speaker is Joyce
Br ayboy.

M5. BRAYBOY: (Good eveni ng,
everyone. M nane is Joyce Brayboy. | amthe

t enant associ ation president at Enerald Geen. |
know quite a few of the people who are here. And
sone tell true things about what's going on in
where we |ive at, Progressive Managenent run sites,
but | have sonme di sagreenents.

The apartnents are huge. Lovely
made apartnents they are. | live in a devel opnent.
It has beautiful style hones where there's only
three people to a building. But | do have a
problemwi th the construction of it. It is not
kept properly as far as good mai ntenance within the
units that we have, which they call heating units,
whi ch sone people mght call lovely, | call it a
detri nment because our units are outdated. It takes
three to four nonths sonetines, maybe even six

nont hs, maybe a year, sone peopl e have been waiting
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over a year to get a new unit, which we actually
pay for our own heat out there. The |andlord does
not pay. The owners created their devel opnent so
the tenants pay for their own heat. And so if this
Is low incone affordabl e housing, people who are on
a fixed income, people who m ght have one incone
per househol d, that m ght be a problemfor them
okay. These places are not even kept as far as the
insulation, if you turn the unit off, your
apartnent is freezing. |If you don't have -- if you
don't have air conditioning within your unit, and
it breaks or if you have it in there and it breaks
down, they don't replace it. It takes forever to
get a brand new unit. Everything is replaced with
used or shoddy equi pnent or replacenent objects.

So again, it wll be breaking down within the next
year or so. Sone people have gotten new units, and
that's few and far between, okay. The old
managenent prior to these couple of people who are
in here now, they -- | can deal with sone of them
But as far as getting the violations and what ever
is going on in the apartnents repaired, it's sl ow
nmovi ng because a lot of the things that need to be

repai red, they don't nake them anynore.
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| feel that Progressive
Managenent shoul d just change out all the units.
According to themthey don't have any noney for
that. But, | nean, if you even have to go up on
the rent | don't care, because as far as |I'm
concerned, if it's a good quality unit you need to
go up on the rent. But if it's just fake stuff,
then we don't need it.

Another thing is that they don't
correspond to the tenants in a tinely manner --

(Buzzer sounds)

MS. BRAYBOY: -- that | ady
tal ked for way over that -- tinmely manner and they
don't respond to us fromthe managenent office in a
timely manner. W had gave thema whole |ist of
repairs that needed to be done, and right now we
still have a ot to be done.

The current property nmanagenent,
nice guy, but he's promsed ne that he woul d get
back to nme within a week. | haven't heard from him
yet, because we need a |l ot of things done in our
devel opnent. And as far as |'m concerned,
Progressi ve Managenent is not really a good

managenent conpany. And neither is the Arker
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Conpany in the construction.

Thank you.

THE HEARI NG OFFI CER:  Thank you,
Ms. Brayboy.

(Appl ause)

The next four speakers, they can
take seats in the front of the room are Al bert
Scott Junior, Rhonda Al kman, Antrenese MCord and
Gordon Barnes. And the first speaker of these four
will be Al bert Scott Junior.

MR. SCOTT: Good eveni ng,
everyone. M nane is, again, Albert Scott. |I'm
with Community Board 5. Also a chair of the
Honmeowner s Associ ati on of G eater East New York.
Thank you all for com ng out here and listening to
sone of the good things as well as sone of the
chal  engi ng things that we have heard so far.

But the issue that | -- the
I ssues that I'"'mgoing to raise today is a
conbi nati on of, one, how the selection process and
RFP process was dol ed out by Enpire State
Devel opnent Corporation. It was a two week RFP.
Questions were asked by our community board, and

di scussions with the Enpire State Devel opnment. How
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many people signed up for this RFP, was it a
conpetitive process or what this RFP for a sel ected
few One.

Nunber two, the other concern
that we have in regards to the whol e sel ection
process when readi ng the actual devel opnent is, A
Is a conbination of a few things.

THE HEARI NG OFFI CER  Excuse ne,
one second.

Coul d we please give M. Scott
his attention? Thank you.

MR. SCOTT: The issues that we
have is in regards to a couple of things in regards
to the process. Wen reading the environnental
I mpact study, we actually realized what is going to
be devel oped. Fromour interpretation we see that
there seens to be a | ot of prom ses nade to the
conmmunity, such as they stated ten percent to | oca
hires, additional percentage for mnority, wonen
owned busi nesses. But the community are tired of
getting prom ses where we all know i n business
contracts are given out. And due to the, what the
| ady just nentioned in regards to the relationship

t hat have with the existing owners of the
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devel opnent, the concerns are how can we trust
that, A the rental incone ranges from $896 for one
studio to the $1,300 range, will be, A enforced,
because they used the word "projected" or
"anticipated,” so it's not sonething concrete on
that end. |In addition, who are the comunity
partners. Wen | hear there's allocations for
seni or housi ng, one; nunber two, for disabilities,
who are they coordinating wwth as far as a
community nonprofit so we can at | east have sone
sort of checks and bal ances in regards to, A that
t he necessary percentage of senior housing, A are
built, one. Number two, ten percent of the
| ocal -- ten percent of the enpl oynent
opportunities are getting to the local hires, in
whi ch our community is fighting a 29.6 percent
unenpl oynment rate. Where are these checks and
bal ances.

And based on track record, as
far as comm tnents and prom ses, we want nore or
| ess sonet hi ng concrete and nore or | ess sonething
in witing which has sone sort of enphasis and a
true contract. Because the community of East New

York, greater East New York is tired of prom ses.
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W want contracts between these potenti al

devel opers. And we understand that this is going

t hrough the normal state process, but al so, reading
this docunent, we know that the fundi ng sources is
aid fromthe state, but very nmuch it's going to
cone down to a | ocal |evel, because | know they
anticipate funding from A, the New York Cty HPD
departnment as well as the HDC corporation. And
that we'll be nore engaged in, that we're | ooking

t o address.

So I would, A like to say thank
you for this opportunity to express mnmy thoughts on
t hese i ssues. And then nunmber two, in regards to
t he devel oper, the anticipated devel oper for this
site to actually conme and speak to sone of the
community stakeholders to identify true conmunity
partnershi ps rather than prom ses. W don't want
prom ses, we want contracts. |It's business.

Thank you.

( Appl ause)

THE HEARI NG OFFI CER:  Thank you,
M. Scott. The next speaker is Rhonda A knman.

MS. AlKMAN:  Hi, good eveni ng.

' m for Progressive Managenent. | live in Forbell

mgr reporting, Inc.
1-844-MGR-RPTG




© 00 ~N oo o B~ w DN

N NN N NN P R R R R R R R R R
aa b~ WO DN PP O © 0o N oo 0o~ O w NN+ O

39

t he Fount ai ns.

The first tinme |I've been to
Brooklyn is when | saw ny apartnent, which was in
April 2010. | love where | live at. The

managenent is very nice. Anthony and John are very

good. | have never had a problem | don't call to
conplain. They don't bother ne, | don't bother
them Yeah, people cone to ny house -- we don't do

conpany, because ny house is nice and | don't want
nobody to nmess it up, and I'mvery careful, you
know, about who you let in your household. And,
you know, the doors are always | ocked, right. You
know, the |aundry downstairs is very affordable,
and the rent is affordable. |If you have a problem
what ever, Progressive will understand what types of
I ssues you're going through, just call and let them
know what's going on. | really |Iove ny managenent,
you know, | trust them

As far as nme and ny needs, |
have a daughter and grandkids also that live in the
devel opnent, and |'ve never had a problem And I
would like to see -- since |'ve been to Brooklyn
|'ve seen a lot and | see a |lot of buildings com ng

up and they're very nice. And | see a | ot of
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Progressi ve buil dings here again tonight they're
going to build and they're very nice. Like you
were saying, it's very affordable, very nice. And
I|'mdefinitely happy. That was ny first tinme

com ng to Brooklyn, now |I'm a Brooklyn resident.

Thank you so nuch, | appreciate
it.

(Appl ause)

THE HEARI NG OFFI CER:  Thank you,
Ms. Al kman.

The next speaker is Antrenese
McCor d.

M5. McCORD: Hi, good evening.
My nane is Antrenese McCord. | live at 710 Dunont
Avenue. |'ve been there for 17 years. | have no
problens. | love ny apartnent. | |ove the
managenent. Any tine | call, | get the service
fromthem | can honestly say any tinme | have a
problem they're right ontime to fix it. | never
have to wait too many days. | never have to wait

hours or weeks later. The job is done. M super
Is excellent, excellent man. He keep the property
clean at all tinmes. | can never say the buil ding

is dirty or the doors is unlocked or anything |like
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that. It's always clean. So | |ove ny nmanagenent.
Thank you.
( Appl ause)
THE HEARI NG OFFI CER:  Thank you,
Ms. McCord.
The next speaker is Gordon
Bar nes.

MR. BARNES:. Hello. M nane is
Gor don Bar nes.

(I naudi bl e)

MR. BARNES: Can you hear ne
now?

My nane is Gordon Barnes. |
live at Sea Park North, Coney Island, Progressive
Managenent. |'ve been living there since 1973.
1973. The buil ding has been exactly the sane.
Since |'ve been there, no problens, very clean.

The managenent is very understandi ng and they take
care all your problens. The super of the building,
he's out there every norning seven o'clock in the
nmor ni ng getting the grounds prepared. Everything
is clean inside. No graffiti on the walls anywhere
around the building. It's very well naintained. |

|l ove living there and | have no problens wth
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managenent and it's a great building to live in.
Since 1973. It's like the day it's been opened.

Thank you.

( Appl ause)

THE HEARI NG OFFI CER:  Thank you,
M . Barnes.

The next four speakers wll be
Dom ngo Rivera, Gisel Cruz, Alice Lowran and Apri
Ankum  And Dom ngo Rivera wll be the next
speaker.

MR. Rl VERA: Good afternoon,
everybody. M nane is Domngo R vera. | live at
2828 West 28th Street, Sea Park North, Brooklyn.

| just wanted to say before |
noved into this building | used to live at Carey
Gardens building, | don't know if anybody is aware
of that. The building where I'mat now, it's |ike
hitting the lottery. Before | used to have to go
to incinerator with gl oves on, you would have to
wal k down the stairs with masks on because there
was not hi ng but piss snell and poop from peopl e
just doing that in the buildings. Not good for the
heal t h because | have asthma. And but as soon as |

was able to nove into Sea Park North, things got --
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the building is so clean, it's so sanitized. The
managenent does a great job.

The mai nt enance crew, an
unbel i evable job. During the wintertine, snow
removal , on point, on tine. The building is always
clean, very sanitized. You would walk there, you'd
be like is this really an apartnent buil di ng? No.
It's, like you say, it's Sea Park North. And | am
very happy where |'m at.

| just wanted to | et Robbie,
whi ch is ny building managenent super, he's a great
guy, every tine | need sonething |I could give hima
call and he's on point within five to ten m nutes
he's respondi ng. Managenent, you give thema call
| can't say wwthin five to ten m nutes, but they do
get back to you wthin the sane day and they do
take care of your problens wthin a serious,
serious reliable manner.

Agai n, thanks to the crew from
Sea Park North for keeping the building clean and
hel ping ne out not only with ny asthma but al so
everybody else in the building, |I think they're
very happy as well.

Thank you very much.
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( Appl ause) .
THE HEARI NG OFFI CER  Thank you,

M. R vera. The next speaker is Gisel Cruz.

M5, CRUZ: Good eveni ng,
everyone. M nane is Gisel Cruz. |'ve just been
living at 2828 West 28th Street, Sea Park North.
|*ve been living everywhere else, finally I got ny
own place. And | love it, it's like ny castle.
I|*'mvery happy with it. M kids enjoy it. And
definitely feel safe when they cone in clean. And
when | have visitors com ng over, they don't
believe it. They're |like oh ny God, you know, they
would like to conme and live in an apartnent too.
So I'mlike yes, I'"'mvery happy. The super, if |
need sonething they help ne out, or if |I need to
get anything, they help ne wwth the service, or if

I need to borrow sonething to fix sonethi ng,

they'll have it to ne, like no, we'll take care of
it, we got it. I|I'mvery happy, it's like ny
castle. | enjoy it. And | maintain it and | help

out too, you know, nei ghbors, we clean up here and
t here, you know, we nmaintain, you know, you have to
keep what you have to nmaintain it.

THE HEARI NG OFFI CER.  Thank you,
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Ms. Cruz.

The next speaker is Alice
Lowman.

MS5. LOWVAN: Good eveni ng,
everyone. | would like to say thank you to Enpire
for comng out to the comunity. | amthe first

vice of Community Board 5, and | have been tenant
associ ati on president of Spring Creek Gardens,
which is one of the devel opnents that the Arker
developed in -- well, that they took over in 2006.
All 1 want to say is that | hope
t hat when the Arker cone and take over this project
here that they actually do what they say they're
going to do. They had us cone to the novie theater
on Linden Boul evard, they showed us all this
beauti ful stuff, showers and tubs and cabi nets.
And everyone's apartnent was going to get done over
and it wasn't going to be no cost to the tenant.
And when they cane in and ripped up our stuff, we
got inferior nmaterials. Beside the inferior
materials, then they applied for an M increase.
So now we incurred all of those beautiful things
that they put in, we're paying for themfor the

rest of our tenancy. So |I'mjust saying that if
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the Arkers are going to go back there, that they
shoul d not under false pretense tell the residents
that they're going to do this and they're going to
do that, and then they don't do it. That was the
bi ggest issue | have with the Arker back then.

Not only that, | live in Spring
Creek Gardens, |'ve been a tenant there since 1989.
| amthe president of the tenant association. |
take ownership. Things that go on there at Spring
Creek | say |I'mresponsible for, because if we
don't push nanagenent to do what they're supposed
to do -- snow renoval is the worst. Repairs is the
worst. You have to have a budget to get your
apartnent painted. You don't get your apartnent
pai nted on a three year cycle |like you' re supposed
to. So what | wll say to the Arkers you're here,
we know you're going to be here. But whatever you
say you're going to do, get it in witing. Because

they say they're going to do one thing and they do

sonething totally different. Like | said, I'mthe
first chair of Community Board 5, |'m not going
anywhere, this is ny comunity, |I'mvested here. |

have three male black children that live in this

devel opnent. | call this ny home. | work for
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transit over 25 years. | have a vested interest in
this community.

So, like | said, the Arkers are
here to stay. But | just want them-- |1've heard a
whol e bunch of people from Fountai ns, they have no
probl ens, they love their |andlord and things of
that nature. | can't say that for Spring Creek.
We have managenent that is horrible, disrespectful.
And then they say oh, it's not us, it's the donain
conpany. You can't work together as partners?
You're a part of it. MNowit's oh, the Arkers only
do the construction side, the domain conpany do the
adm ni strative side. This is our community.
You're at Forbell, you're at Fountain Avenue,
you're at Enerald Green, you're all over. Don't
cone in our comunity and treat us |like we're crap.
All I1"mgoing to ask is that the Arkers say what
t hey nmean and nean what they say. Put it in
witing, whatever you do. Get it in witing.
Because after they put the stuff in your apartnent,
you will get an MCl increase.

Thank you.

( Appl ause)
THE HEARI NG OFFI CER  Thank you,

mgr reporting, Inc.
1-844-MGR-RPTG




© 00 ~N oo o B~ w DN

N NN N NN P R R R R R R R R R
aa b~ WO DN PP O © 0o N oo 0o~ O w NN+ O

48

Ms. Lownman.

The next speaker is April Ankum

M5. ANKUM  You pronounced ny
nane very well.

THE HEARI NG OFFI CER:  What is
your nane?

M5. ANKUM Not too many peopl e
can pronounce ny |ast nane right, but you did.

THE HEARI NG OFFI CER How do you
pronounce it?

M5. ANKUM You did a very good
job, that's how you pronounce it.

Hel | o, everybody. M nane is
April Ankum and I'mfrom Ccean View |1, Far
Rockaway, Queens.

W lived in a dunp. | have been
there for twenty years. The ceiling, it was
| eaki ng. Wen they took over four or five years
ago now, we, you know, we don't see the rain unless
if we go outside. But they did, they did the
thing. They did the thing. They did it. So when

you all build this new one, |I'mgoing to be | ooking
for three bedroom | need a transfer, okay.
Thank you.
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THE HEARI NG OFFI CER:  Thank you,
Ms. Ankum

The next four speakers will be
Vivian Smth, Laticha Lesane, Sarah Lesane and
Yekat eri na Fedor ki na.

M5. SMTH. Hello, everyone. M
names is Vivian Smth. |'mfrom Far Rockaway,
Heyson Garden, the senior citizen devel opnent.

Before | cane to Rockaway | was
living in Brooklyn, had a beautiful apartnent,
didn't want to leave it, but when | retired ny
i ncone was doing this, so | had to get sonewhere
woul d suit ny inconme. So | noved to Far Rockaway,
and the devel opnent that | lived in, it was
horrible. It got so bad. And this is the
| andscape |' m speaking of. | didn't even want
people to cone to ny house because they would have
to pass through, you know. And | used to take up a
coll ection to have soneone cone in and cut the
grass. | would clean the glass nyself, | would nop
the floors. | did all of that until ny savior cane
I n, Progressive Managenent. And when they cane in
and took over, they did the grounds, they did your

kitchen, they did your bathroom M/ apartnent is
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beauti ful. Wen people come to ny house now t hey
say oh, is this where you live. And | feel so
proud of being there. As seniors you couldn't do
any better. So | felt like I hit the jackpot when
| -- when they cane al ong and saved us. So thank
you Progressive Managenent for all the things you
have done for the seniors.

(Appl ause)

THE HEARI NG OFFI CER:  Thank you,
Ms. Smith.

The next speaker Laticha Lesane.

M5. L. LESANE: Hel | o. My nane
Is Laticha Lesane, and | am from Sea Park North in
Coney Island. 1've lived in Sea Park for over
fourteen years. Over the tine of ne living there |
have noticed a lots of changes wthin the
managenent conpany. | have seen -- |'ve been there
fromthe old nanagenent conpany and now with the
new one. And it's been a | ot of positive changes
in the building. The face uplift of the buil ding,
i nsi de of our apartnents.

The building itself is amazing.
Qur mai ntenance crew is on point. | text ny super,

| call, he's there to fix the problem whatever it
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is. If 1 have like a bird ness on ny terrace, that
he gets off. And if ny stove has a problem he's
there without any questions. And if he can't do it
ri ght away, he will tell ne when he can cone, when
It's convenient for ne. Sane thing with the
managenent conpany. |If they can't address the
I ssue right away, they wll et you know when they
can do it, what's convenient for ne. And that's
it. | have no major issues with ny building, wth
t he super or the managenment conpany.

( Appl ause)

THE HEARI NG OFFI CER:  Thank you,
Ms. Lesane.

The next speaker is Sarah
Lesane, who | assune is no rel ation.

(Laught er)

M5. S. LESANE: Hi. That was ny
daught er speaki ng.

|'ve been living in Sea Park
North for over twenty years. And |'ve seen the
past managenent they had there. They were okay.
But the new nmanagenent we have there now, | have no
conpl ai nts about them | nean | hear people

conpl ai ni ng about, you know, managenent, they ain't
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doing this, | nmean, they have to wait so long to do
this and do repairs to the building. | nean |I'm
sitting here listening to the conplaints they have
wth Progressive. And we -- I'mwth Progressive,
we don't have those problens wth Progressive.

My building is beautiful. They
keep up with the naintenance. The grounds | ook
beautiful. The building is beautiful. Like she
said, you call or conplain about problens wth your
apartnent, they cone out and they fix it. | nmean
we don't have to wait |ike days and nonths for
repairs or for, you know, appliances to fixed.

They cone out and they fix it. They don't give us
no probl ems.

| mean | hear people conplain,
but | don't see what the conplaining is about. |If
you take care of your property, you take care of
your apartnent, you shouldn't have to have the
repairs to be done. | nean yeah, things get
br oken, but they shoul dn't have to get broken every
ot her nonth. You shouldn't have to have repairs
done every other nonth in your apartnent. It's
your apartnent. You upkeep it just as well as if

it was your house. That's your -- you're paying
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for that, so you should keep up what you got.
That's all | got to say.
THE HEARI NG OFFI CER:  Thank you,
Ms. Lesane.

The next speaker is Yekaterina

Fedor ki na.

MS. FEDORKI NA: Hi, good
evening. M nane is Yekaterina Fedorkina. | live
at 28 --

(I naudi bl e)

THE HEARI NG OFFI CER:  Coul d you
speak into the mc?

M5. FEDORKI NA: I live at 2828.
We have Progressive Managenent. Qur building is
al ways cl ean.

AUDI ENCE MEMBER: Speak up.

MS. FEDORKI NA:  For a friend of
m ne, they are just --

THE HEARING OFFICER: A little
closer to the mc.

M5. FEDORKI NA: But - -

THE HEARING OFFICER: That's it.

MS. FEDORKI NA: -- everyone is

nice. Like if |I ever ask for any help in ny
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apartnent, they fix. Like everything is done
i medi ately | woul d say.

Recently | noved from a one
bedr oom apartnent to a three bedroom apartnent. |
have a new stove. Everything around the buil ding
Is nice. | have two kids, so, and we have a little
pl ayground by the building. So everything is
beauti ful .

Thank you.

THE HEARI NG OFFI CER.  Okay.

( Appl ause)

THE HEARI NG OFFI CER: Is there
anyone here who has signed up to speak who has not
yet spoken?

(No response)

THE HEARI NG OFFI CER Is there
anyone el se here present who would li ke to nmake a
statenment regarding the project?

(No response)

THE HEARI NG OFFI CER: Let the
record reflect that no one has answered yes to that
question, and the tine now is seven o'clock. W
will hold the hearing open until eight o' clock p.m

in order to afford any | ateconers to nake a
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statenent. At this tinme | will call a recess to
t hese proceedings until such tinme as soneone
requests an opportunity to nake a statenent.

(Recess taken)

THE HEARI NG OFFI CER:  Wbul d
everybody pl ease take a seat, we are ready to go
back on the record. W have a few nore speakers.
R ght now we have to the front of the room Tanay
Matt hews and N kki Lucas. And the first speaker
w || be Tanay Matthews.

M5. MATTHEWS: Good eveni ng,
everyone. So | live at 1101 Forbell Street. |
nmoved from Lewi s HPD Houses, which is a couple of
bl ocks fromthere.

|'ve been in East New York ny
whol e entire life. So when | was searching for an
apartnment, | wanted to see in the nei ghborhood.
I'"'mqquite sure people who are not from East New
York probably think that it's a horrible place to
live, but I wouldn't change it for the world. |
have a 19-year-old daughter and | still have famly
nmenbers who live up the block in Pink Houses.

Everyone descri bes their

experi ence with nmanagenent as being snooth sailing
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and a beautiful thing. And | can't honestly vouch
and | say | feel the exact sanme way. | did

experi ence sone financial troubles about a year ago
and | couldn't pay ny rent, | was taken to court.
But we figured it out, we worked it out. | was
i1, I didn't have a job. And Maria and the | egal
staff at Progressive was very caring and took their
time wwth nme and understood that it was just a
situation at the tinme and not sonething that was
going to be for forever. So I'mvery thankful for
t hat, because | watched people in I andlord and
tenant court being evicted for two dollars or five
dollars for because they can't afford to give it to
t hei r managenment conpany.

So | feel like Progressive is a
bl essing in disguise for sone of us, naybe not for
everybody. But they definitely were for ne, a
person who's a single parent, who was having health
troubles at a point inny life. So thank you guys
for bei ng understandi ng and knowi ng that | was
going to get through ny trials and tribul ati ons.

( Appl ause)

M5. MATTHEWS: And | really

appreciate it. And | do |l ook forward to the new
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devel opnent, because maybe |1'lI|l see you off that
first floor |I'm on.

(Laughter)

M5. MATTHEWS: So if soneone
could Il et ne know when the applications are
rel eased, | would be greatly appreciative.

Thank you.

THE HEARI NG OFFI CER:  Thank you,
Ms. Matt hews.

The next speaker is Nikki Lucas.

MS. LUCAS: Hello. Good evening
to everyone.

So I hear a | ot of great things.
Unfortunately | mssed the first half. |1'mhere
nore so to speak on the econom c growth of our
conmuni ty.

When we have devel opers cone
W thin our community, oftentines we are not
I ncluded in the grow h and devel opnent of what we
need financially for our comunity. | would |ike
to see and make sure that | ocal people are getting
actual contracts, not just sinply jobs, that offer
significant, the sane opportunities that are given

to contractors, I1'd like to see that happen for us.
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And oftentines this skips over in terns of
opportunity for people within our communities.

| want to al so make sure that
there are opportunities for mnorities, which, once
again, those are additional opportunities that we
seemto mss and oftentines skip over us. Wile |
feel it very necessary to nake sure that we have
af f ordabl e housing and there's housing that's
avai l able for seniors, because there certainly is a
need, we want to make sure that our community
menbers are included in the process as wel |,
because what you'll have is people that are brought
in fromthe outside when we have a vast need within
our own community. W have people who are |iving
ten, you know, five people in a one bedroom And
that's unfair. There's our students, coll ege
students who are not given the opportunity to stay
wth their parents and cannot necessarily afford
nost things. And | think it's inportant that those
things are really considered when you're talking
about housi ng.

Wien you' re tal king about the
econom ¢ grow h, those retail stores that you are

di scussing the m xed use, what opportunities are we
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going to have to own those stores or to be able to
be the renters. Because again, oftentines we see

t he bodegas, we see delis, we see a nunber of
different things in our communities, but we are not
t he people either owning and we're not the people
that's being enployed in them And we are al so

di srespected, yet we continue to spend our nobney in
t hese establi shnents.

Do we al so have community spaces
for our children. There's famlies that's living
there. There's seniors, there's students that's
also going to be living in those comunities. Do
we have community space, do we have an accessi bl e,
you know, viable comunity room Because you're
building all these houses. Wiat outlets do you
have for our children and our seniors.

So those are the things that are
extrenely inportant for ne in this fight. |It's not
about fighting against anything comng, it's about
maki ng sure that we are included in an equitable,
fair way. And it's fantastic, it's fantastic for
us to have these things growing in our conmunity.
But let's understand what we need to be fighting

for. Let's stop taking fromus, because we don't
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have to accept it. W' ve been in these communities
for several years. Many of us have bl ood, sweat
and tears when this wasn't the community to be in.
And now that 9/11 has happened and this is the

pl ace to be, Brooklyn, and it's growi ng up, and we
have a nunber of different transportati on hubs,
this is the place to really be, and they want it,
we have to fight for those things just so that we
can nmake sure that we're included. And that's what
it's really about.

So it's about the econonic
growth, it's about inclusion, it's about fairness
for our children, making sure that we have all of
t he accessi bl e needs for our conmunity. As our
conmmunity grows, we want to nake sure that our
educati onal systemgrows, that there's fair and
accessi ble public safety issues that we need to
address. And | don't hear a | ot of that happeni ng
right now And | just want to nake sure that we
don't becone distracted by ki ndness of devel opers
or kindness of managenent. Let's not forget what
this is really about. Because they can distract us
and we can | ose sight of what the issues really

are. We want to support it, but we want equitable
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fairness and justice. So let's make sure we focus
on that. And this will be a continued di scussion
because it's not going to happen overnight. But |
don't want you to settle for crunbs because you
deserve nore than that.

(Appl ause)

THE HEARI NG OFFI CER:  Thank you,
Ms. Lucas.

The next speaker w |l be
Ki nberly Council.

M5. COUNCIL: It's kind of hard
to cone behind what Ni kki just said. | probably
shoul d just say Roger that.

| agree, | think it's a
fantastic program | think it's fantastic that
they want to cone into our conmmunity and build
t hese affordabl e housing units because that is what
I's desperately needed in Brooklyn. A vacant lot is
not safe in the Borough of Brooklyn. And so I'm
excited about the fact that they're interested in
partnering with the community, that they're
actually com ng out here to listen to what it is
that you have to say. And it is ny sincere prayer

t hat you take into consideration all the pros and
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cons and the things that have been said, that you
t ake them seri ously.

THE HEARI NG OFFI CER:  Thank you,
Ms. Council .

(Appl ause)

THE HEARI NG OFFI CER Is there
anyone el se present who would |i ke to make a
statenment regarding the project?

(No response)

THE HEARI NG OFFI CER: Let the

record reflect that no one has answered to that

question, and the tine is now 7:30. W wll hold
t he hearing open until five ppm -- not five p.m.
until eight p.m, in order to afford any | ateconers

an opportunity to make a statenent.

At this time | wll call for a
recess in these proceedings until such tine as
soneone requests an opportunity to nake a
statenment. Thank you.

(Recess taken)

THE HEARI NG OFFI CER.  Coul d
everybody please take their seats, we have anot her
speaker. Could I have everyone's attention? W

have anot her speaker. And the next speaker is
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Al exandra D az.

M5. DI AZ: Good evening. | just
want to be here just to speak a little bit about ny
experience that | have to be in this comunity.

| get to this community I|ike
five or six years ago. As a Latin person, you
know, everybody was giving ne a bad recomendati on
about this comunity and how dangerous it's going
to be for me to be with ny two kids. They're |like
eight and -- at that tinme it was eight and ten
years old. | used to be a single nother at that
time with ny two kids in this community.

It was sonething that it was
kind of fearful in the beginning. But living in
here | see the changes, see the protections, see
t he experience that | have wth the managenent
conpany of Progressive. It was a blessing for ne.
You know, a | ot of persons don't want to rent nme a
house because, you know, | don't have an i ncone
before and I don't have, let's say, the -- the
recusal s, you know, for ne to live in this place.
But they help ne, they checked ny background, they
teach me how to do ny -- you know, things in the

house with ny kids, and help ne in the process.
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And it would be a blessing for ne, you know, thank
God now, because they rented to ne. And the prices
t hat they have conpared with anot her places, it
woul d be a blessing for me and a better life for ne
and ny kids. And it's a such a nice experience, |
| ove the nei ghborhood. |If they told ne to change
to anot her place after that experience that we
have, definitely it's a place that is grow ng,
changi ng, havi ng new opportunities for different
persons over here, and different type of races, you
know. As a Latin, you know, so nany pl aces,
sonetines it's closed because you're, | don't know.
But | see a difference in here. So |'ve been very
bl essed.

So |l think it's a great
opportunity. This project |ooks beautiful. It
| ooks a good place wwth famlies is going to have
t he sane opportunity that | had in ny tine. So |
just want to say thank you and | hope it's going to
be a reality for many persons.

Ckay, so thank you so nuch.

( Appl ause)

THE HEARI NG OFFI CER:  Thank you,
Ms. Diaz.
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And again I will ask the
question, is there anyone el se present who woul d
li ke to make a statenent regarding the project?

(No response)

THE HEARI NG OFFI CER Let the
record reflect that no one has answered that
question, and the tinme is now 7:45. Again, we wll
hold the hearing open until five p.m Eight p.m
Ei ght p.m

(Laught er)

(Recess taken)

THE HEARI NG OFFI CER:  Thank you
all for your comments. The tinme is now eight p.m

Bef ore we adjourn and close this
neeting, is there anyone el se here who would |i ke
to make a statenent regardi ng the proposed project?

(No response)

THE HEARI NG OFFI CER Let the
record reflect that no one has answered that
question, and we will now adjourn this neeting,
whi ch i s now cl osed.

(Time noted: 8:00 p.m)
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CERTI FI CATE

STATE OF NEW YORK
SS:

COUNTY OF ORANGE

I, KARI L. REED, a Registered
Pr of essi onal Reporter (Stenotype) and Notary
Public wwth and for the State of New York, do
hereby certify:

| reported the proceedings in the
within-entitled matter and that the within
transcript is a true record of such
pr oceedi ngs.

| further certify that I am not
rel ated, by blood or marriage, to any of the
parties in this matter and that | amin no
way interested in the outcone of this matter.

I N WTNESS WHERECF, | have hereunto
set ny hand thie A~v ~f June, 2016.

Wari L. Reed

KARI L. REED
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1-844-M GR-RPTG

(11) throw - yielded
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York (28) 2010 (2)
5:6,7,10,12,18;7:15, 39:5 6
16,23,23;8:6;9:14; 2013 (2)
10:15;11:6;13:22, 10:9 6 (1)
14:5;15:4;16:15,24; | 2015 (5) 510
19:2,6;29:15,24; 12:24,13:4,14:11, 60 (1)
35:15;37:25,25;38.8, 14,17 11:18
55:16,20 2016 (7) 633 (1)
5:18;6:17,9:15,18; 7:15
Z 13:9;15:6;20:16 666 (1)
2028 (1) 26:2
zone (1) 12:9
12:18 21 (1) 7
zoned (1) 9:18
12:20 212-803-3818 (1) 7:30 (1)
zoning (3) 7.20 62:13
12:14,15,17 22(2) 7:45 (1)
5218;9215 65:8
1 23(1) 710 (1)
6:17 40:15
1(1) 23rd (2)
9:13 20:15 8
1,169 (1) 25(1)
11:15 47:2 8(2)
1.268 (1) 27th (1) 5:11:14:6
11:10 155 8:00 (1)
10017 (1) 28(1) 65:23
7:16 53:10 838 (1)
1101 (1) 2828 (3) 10:23
55:13 42:14,44:7,53:14
11207 (1) 28th (2) 9
8:6 42:14,44:7
12143 (1) 29.6 (1) 9/11 (1)
1426 (3) 9:30 (1)
23:13;24:22,25 3 716
14819 (1) 90th (1)
28:12 3 (1) 20:15
148-19 (1) 9:23 922 (1)
29:15 30 (1) 26:6
16 (3) 11:19
5:10;21:18,20
17 (1) 4
40:16
173 (1) 48(1)
16:6 10:12
1973 (3) 472 (1)
41:16,17,42:3 22:20
1989 (1)
46:8 5
19-year-old (1)
55:22 5(4)
8:2;35:14,45:8;
2 46:22
5:00 (1)
2(1) 7:16
9:18 5:30 (1)
20 (1) 20:15
11:23 50 (1)
200 (1) 11:19
11:21 510 (1)
2006 (1) 21:17
45:11

mgr reporting, Inc.
1-844-M GR-RPTG

(12) York - 922



Hobbick, Cade W.

Subject: FW: Draft Environmental Impact Statement on the proposed Fountain Avenue Land Use
Improvement and Residential Project

From: Schreibman, Lisa [mailto:Lisa.Schreibman@nyct.com]

Sent: Tuesday, May 17, 2016 10:33 AM

To: Shatz, Rachel (ESD)

Cc: Oliva, Louis; Wiles, Laura; Dougherty, Patrick; Parnes, Jeremy

Subject: RE: Draft Environmental Impact Statement on the proposed Fountain Avenue Land Use Improvement and
Residential Project

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or

unexpected emails.

Dear Ms. Shatz,

MTA-NYCT reviewed the transit topic of the transportation chapter of “Fountain Avenue Land Use Improvement and
Residential Project” DEIS for which Empire State Development is the lead agency. At this point it is unclear to us how
certain conclusions about bus assignments were made. As a consequence, we cannot yet confirm whether the
conclusions about impacts are correct.

1. Please provide all reasoning behind the assignments of customers to particular bus lines. The reasoning should
include an explanation of why customers are assigned to different lines in the am and pm peak hours. That isin
the am peak, they are distributed fairly evenly among the lines but are heavily loaded in the pm peak on the
B83.

2. Please provide all reasoning behind which bus-subway transfers are being made. The analysis in the DEIS
appears to route customers past certain subway stations in favor on ones further along the line, which on the
surface does not make sense. There may be reasons for these choices that NYCT does not understand, so please
clarify.

3. Regarding the design, NYCT recommends ESD to widen the existing sidewalk on Erskine Street at Seaview
Avenue, where the B13, B84, and Q8 bus stop is located. The sidewalk should be wide enough to accommodate
two bus shelters.

Once the explanations have been provided, MTA-NYCT will be able to analyze if we agree with the reasoning and the
conclusions regarding transit impacts outlined in the DEIS.

If you have any questions, do not hesitate to ask.

Lisa Schreibman

Director of Strategic Planning
Operations Planning

2 Broadway A17.62

Ph: 646-252-5953
Ce: 646-879-3737

For MTA travel information go to http://tripplanner.mta.info/

From: Shatz, Rachel (ESD) [mailto:Rachel.Shatz@esd.ny.gov]
Sent: Wednesday, April 27, 2016 4:20 PM



To: Schreibman, Lisa <Lisa.Schreibman@nyct.com>

Cc: Wiles, Laura <LaWiles@mtahg.org>; Oliva, Louis <LOLIVA@mtahg.org>

Subject: RE: Draft Environmental Impact Statement on the proposed Fountain Avenue Land Use Improvement and
Residential Project

Lisa — below is a link (included in the ENB Notice) to the DEIS on our website:
http://esd.ny.gov/Subsidiaries Projects/FountainAvenue.htmi

Rachel Shatz

Vice President, Planning & Environmental Review

Empire State Development
633 Third Avenue, New York, NY 10017
(212) 803-3252 | rachel.shatz@esd.ny.qov

www.esd.ny.gov

From: Schreibman, Lisa [mailto:Lisa.Schreibman@nyct.com]
Sent: Wednesday, April 27, 2016 2:55 PM

To: Shatz, Rachel (ESD)

Cc: Wiles, Laura; Oliva, Louis

Subject: Draft Environmental Impact Statement on the proposed Fountain Avenue Land Use Improvement and
Residential Project

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or

unexpected emails.

Hello Ms. Shatz,

New York City Transit tries to vet all environmental reviews — whether there is a significant transit impact or not — within
New York City’s boundaries. | see from the Environmental Notice Bulletin that ESD has drafted a DEIS for Brooklyn.
Please forward the transit section or if it is online, please provide a link for us to review.

Thank you.

Lisa Schreibman

Director of Strategic Planning
Operations Planning

2 Broadway A17.62

Ph: 646-252-5953
Ce: 646-879-3737

For MTA travel information go to http://tripplanner.mta.info/

IMPORTANT: This e-mail message and any attachments contain information intended for the exclusive use of
the individual(s) or entity to whom it is addressed and may contain information that is proprietary, privileged,
confidential and/or exempt from disclosure under applicable law. If you are not the intended recipient, you are
hereby notified that any viewing, copying, disclosure or distribution of this information may be subject to legal
restriction or sanction. Please immediately notify the sender by electronic mail or notify the System
Administrator by telephone (518)292-5180 or e-mail (administrator@esd.ny.gov) and delete the message.
Thank you.




IMPORTANT: This e-mail message and any attachments contain information intended for the exclusive use of
the individual(s) or entity to whom it is addressed and may contain information that is proprietary, privileged,
confidential and/or exempt from disclosure under applicable law. If you are not the intended recipient, you are
hereby notified that any viewing, copying, disclosure or distribution of this information may be subject to legal
restriction or sanction. Please immediately notify the sender by electronic mail or notify the System
Administrator by telephone (518)292-5180 or e-mail (administrator@esd.ny.gov) and delete the message.
Thank you.




Hobbick, Cade W.

From: Conoscenti, Thomas (ESD) {Thomas.Conoscenti@esd.ny.gov]

Sent: Thursday, June 23, 2016 9:56 PM

To: Hobbick, Cade W.

Subject: Fw: Fountain Avenue Land Use Improvement and Residential project

Sent using OWA for iPhone

From: esd.sm.fountainave

Sent: Thursday, June 23, 2016 9:55:43 PM

To: Conoscenti, Thomas (ESD)

Subject: Fw: Fountain Avenue Land Use improvement and Residential project

From: Henry, Lowana <henrylo@hra.nyc.gov>

Sent: Wednesday, May 25, 2016 1:27:48 PM

To: esd.sm.fountainave

Subject: Fountain Avenue Land Use Improvement and Residential project

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or

unexpected emails.

Good day,

My name is Lowana Henry. I am a resident of East New York. I reside at 1426 Loring
Avenue 11208. I attended the meeting yesterday evening (5/24/16 3pm -5pm session).
However, I was unable to speak because unfortunately I have a terrible cold. I am born and
raised in Brooklyn and have resided in several Brooklyn neighborhoods and by far my stay in
East New York has been the best! I have been a resident of 1426 Loring Avenue via
Progressive management since 2000. I move into my first apartment straight from my
mother’s home; I have no intent on moving until I am fortunate enough to purchase a home
of my own. My two children and I love the apartment complex and the surrounding area. 1
am a single parent and given the climate of NYC rent hikes and recent rise in homelessness it
is definitely a struggle. The tenants and Progressive Staff within my complex are like family.
Like any familial relationship, the relationship between Progressive and Myself has its ups
and downs. However, the one thing I can say the staff works diligently to resolve all issues
and concerns. I have several friends that reside in different buildings managed by
Progressive and we all share the same sentiment. I can’t imagine a different vendor taking on
the task of building on the proposed project; Progressive Management bestows the knowledge
and has awareness of the community and its needs. I appreciate for your time and

consideration. If you have any further questions I can be reached via email lowanahenryl4@
aol.com or 347-4324199.



Thank you

IMPORTANT: This e-mail message and any attachments contain information intended for the exclusive use of
the individual(s) or entity to whom it is addressed and may contain information that is proprietary, privileged,
confidential and/or exempt from disclosure under applicable law. If you are not the intended recipient, you are
hereby notified that any viewing, copying, disclosure or distribution of this information may be subject to legal
restriction or sanction. Please immediately notify the sender by electronic mail or notify the System
Administrator by telephone (518)292-5180 or e-mail (administrator@esd.ny.gov) and delete the message.
Thank you.




CITY PLANNING COMMISSION
CITY OF NEW YORK

June 23, 2016

Howard Zemsky, President and CEO
Empire State Development

633 Third Avenue, 34'h Floor

New York, NY 10017

Dear Mr. Zemsky,

The City Planning Commission (the “Commission”) has reviewed the General Project
Plan (“GPP”) for the Fountain Avenue Land Use Improvement and Residential Project,
issued by New York State Development Corporation d/b/a Empire State Development
(“ESD”) in April 2016. The GPP is subject to Commission review pursuant to the
provisions of Subdivision 3 of Section 16 of the New York State Urban Development
Corporation Act which provide that a planning board or commission may recommend
approval, disapproval or modification of a general project plan, whenever such plan
requires the override of local law or regulation for implementation. The Project proposes
the override of the Zoning Resolution and other local law with respect to: use regulations;
floor area and open space regulations; height and setback controls; minimum distance
between buildings; signage and parking regulations.

The goal of the Project is to dispose and redevelop two unbuilt parcels of land that are
part of a larger block occupied by the New York State Office for People with
Developmental Disabilities” (“OPWDD”) Brooklyn Developmental Center (“BDC”")
campus to create approximately 1,169 units of affordable housing, as well as ground floor
retail and community facility space. Of these, 200 units would be set aside for seniors and
20 percent of the units would be designated for people with intellectual and
developmental disabilities. The GPP would require that 100 percent of the units
developed as part of the proposed Project be targeted to affordability levels at or below
60 percent of Area Median Income (“AMI”).

The block with the two proposed development sites contains two-story buildings used
by the BDC for administrative office space for OPWDD in pod-like configuration built in

Carl Weisbrod, Chairman
City Planning Commission
120 Broadway, 31% Floor, New York, N.Y. 10271
(212) 720-3200 FAX (212) 720-3219
www.nyc.gov/planning
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the early 1970’s. OPWDD has reduced its operations at this location and plans to
eventually vacate the buildings altogether.

The area surrounding the block containing the BDC consists of the HPD-sponsored
Gateway Estates project, an approximately 2,200-unit, predominantly low- to mid-rise,
affordable housing development to the north and north-west, Spring Creek park and an
auxiliary water pollution control plant by the Department of Environmental Protection
to the east, and the Gateway Center shopping mall to the west. The Gateway Estates
development, begun in 2010 pursuant to a rezoning and amendment to the Fresh Creek
Urban Renewal Plan (“FCURP”) approved by the CPC on February 19th, 2009, and
adopted by the City Council on April 2nd, 2009, is currently nearing completion. The
remainder of the surrounding area to the west includes Gateway Center, a 1.2 million
square-foot, destination retail mall and restaurants developed pursuant to the FCURP
with large-scale, name-brand, regional retailers of clothing and housewares. Spring
Creek Park, a mapped natural park that is not publicly accessible, is located to the east of
Fountain Avenue, while other, publicly accessible park is located to the southwest, south
of Gateway Drive and the Gateway Center. The Shore Parkway is located just south of
the block, and further south is Jamaica Bay and its surroundings, a part of the Gateway
National Recreation Area.

Zoning in the surrounding area is R6, a medium density residential zoning district that
allows an FAR of up to 2.43 under height factor, and 3.0 under the Optional Quality
Housing rules, R6/2-4 on a portion of block frontage on Fountain Avenue north of
Vandalia Avenue, which allows local retail uses on the ground floors of buildings at an
FAR of up to 2.0, and R7A/C2-4 along Elton Street, a medium-density residential zoning
district that allows an FAR of up to 4.0 with local retail stores on the ground floors. The
area of the Gateway Center mall is zoned C4-3, a medium density commercial zoning
district that allows a commercial FAR of up to 3.4 and a residential FAR equivalent to R6.
Density and height for all uses within the urban renewal area is further capped by the
controls of the FCURP which limits overall development within the area to no more than
2,200 homes and up to 1,370,000 square feet of local and regional retail. A small one-block
area to the north of the FCURP is zoned M1-1, a light manufacturing district that allows
an FAR of up to 1.0 and is currently being developed for a FedEx express shipment
facility.

The area is served by numerous bus lines including the B13, B83, and B84, as well as the

Q8.

The Project proposes three “groups” of buildings on two parcels, parcels A and B. Each
group of buildings would comprise adjacent but separate buildings with their own
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entrances. Each building would be served by an elevator and would include a cellar,
which would contain space dedicated to a laundry room, bicycle storage area, storage
room, a community room, garbage compactor room, meter and mechanical rooms, and
an office with toilet facilities. Each building would have one unit set aside for the
residence of a full-time building maintenance employee.

Parcel A

The single building group on Parcel A would comprise two buildings with varied masses,
and heights of six stories (approximately 65 feet in height), and up to nine stories
(approximately 95 feet in height). The building group would be situated approximately
at the western and southern lot lines (at the sidewalk of Erskine Street and Seaview
Avenue, respectively) with no setback. As currently envisioned, a total of 332 dwelling
units would be developed on Parcel A, with a mix of apartment types including: studio
apartments, one-bedroom apartments, two-bedroom apartments, and three-bedroom
apartments. Commercial (retail and/or office) space would be developed at the ground-
floor level of Parcel A buildings along Erskine Street. Parking would be provided in a
below grade garage (118 spaces) that would extend throughout the central area of the
building group, and approximately 2,200 sf of private open space would be developed
atop it, accessible to Parcel A residents from the second floor of each building. Outdoor
surface parking for approximately 103 spaces would be provided at the northeastern
corner of Parcel A. A decorative privacy fence would be installed along the perimeter of
Parcel A, between the proposed parking area and Lot 300.

Parcel B

The two building groups on Parcel B would comprise buildings with varied masses, and
heights of five stories (approximately 50 feet in height), and up to nine stories
(approximately 95 feet in height). Both Parcel B building groups would be situated
approximately at the Vandalia Avenue lot line to the north, and to the respective lot lines
to the west and east (at the sidewalk of Erskine Street and Seaview Avenue, respectively)
with no setback.

A total of 837 dwelling units are proposed to be developed on Parcel B, with a mix of
apartment types including: studio apartments, one-bedroom apartments, two-bedroom
apartments, and three-bedroom apartments. The western building group would include
approximately 200 units set aside for seniors. Commercial retail and/or office space
would be developed at the ground-floor level of all Parcel B buildings, except for the two
easternmost buildings of the eastern building groups. In addition, ground-floor covered
parking would be developed centrally within each Parcel B building group (about 127
spaces for each Parcel B building group, or 254 spaces total for Parcel B), and a total of
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approximately 7,700 square feet of private open space atop the ground-floor parking
areas would be located on Parcel B, which would be accessible to residents from the
second floor of each adjacent building. A new publicly accessible landscaped
thoroughfare with seating would be constructed along the southern border of Parcel B
(e.g.,indicated as “Schroeders Walk” on Figure ES-4, “Site Plan”), providing a connection
from Erskine Street to the west and Fountain Avenue to the east, as well as between the
two building groups, connecting to Vandalia Avenue to the north. The entrance to the
enclosed parking of the western building group would be from Erskine Street, and the
entrance to the enclosed parking of the eastern building group would be from Fountain
Avenue. Schroeders Walk would be separated from Lot 300 by a decorative privacy fence
installed along the perimeter lot line (between Lot 300 and Parcel B) as part of the
proposed Project.

The proposed Project site is located in an R3-2 zoning district which is a general residence
district that allows residential uses up to a Floor Area Ratio of 0.5, and has a maximum
building height of 35 feet, maximum lot coverage of 35%, a required front yard of at least
15 feet and a minimum of one parking space per dwelling unit. The following aspects of
the proposed Project would not comply with the NYC Zoning Resolution:

e Proposed commercial and community facility uses (Use Groups 1-10 permitted)
e Use of the Quality Housing Program;

e Up to4.06 FAR;

e Dwelling Unit Factor of 680;

e Up to 100 percent lot coverage, with no yards;

e Up to 95-foot streetwall height, with no setback;

e Parking for 35 percent of the dwelling units (and no parking required for senior-
dedicated units), and in parking areas, as designed;

e Public sidewalks at the project site perimeter to be developed with street trees in
10-foot pits, at intervals of 25 feet, but with no planting strip; as well as,

¢ Permitted illuminated non-flashing signage.

The Commission believes that the proposed Project would be appropriate. The proposed
buildings would be in context with the density and general height and setback of
buildings developed by the NYC Department of Housing Preservation and Development
(HPD) along the nearby Elton Street corridor in the adjoining Gateway Elton affordable
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housing development. Fountain Avenue, Seaview Avenue, Vandalia Avenue and
Erskine Street are all wide streets where such streetwall heights are appropriate.

The Commission is pleased that the project will provide on-site supportive services for
the senior housing and OPWDD units to be developed as part of this project. Services for
seniors will include programs such as education and recreation, congregate lunch, social
interaction, health management, physical health/exercise, case management and
assistance, information and referral, nutrition education and technology. Services for
residents with developmental disabilities will include adult services such as vocational
services, day habilitation, supported employment services, residential services; clinical
services such as physicals and PPDs, psychiatry/ medication management,
psychotherapy, and cogitative behavioral therapy; family support services; and Medicaid
service coordination.

The Commission appreciates ESD’s collaboration with the Department of City Planning
to develop an appropriate site plan and building design for this Project. While the
Commission supports the Project and the exercise of the ESD’s statutory authority, the
Commission recommends that the ESD consider and address the following comments on
the Project.

Affordability

The Commission recommends that ESD seek to maximize the terms of affordability for a
significant number of units in order to ensure long-term affordability. The City’s new
Mandatory Inclusionary Housing program requires that a portion of new housing in
areas rezoned for additional housing capacity include permanently affordable housing.

Local Preference

The Commission is pleased that non-senior, non-OPWDD affordable units in
developments receiving financing through the Department of Housing Preservation and
Development (HPD) will adhere to HPD marketing guidelines regarding a preference for
local Community Board residents for 50% of the affordable units and encourages ESD to
apply this stipulation to all non-senior, non-OPWDD units irrespective of financing
source.

Ground Floor Design Guidelines

The Commission is pleased to see non-residential uses, such as retail and community
facility space, proposed at the ground floors of buildings along Vandalia Avenue,
Seaview Avenue, and Erskine Street, which would provide needed services to area
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residents. Additional design controls would ensure that these corridors are active and
inviting to pedestrians at the street level. The ground floors of the proposed buildings
facing public streets should generally comply with the provisions of Section 26-54 of the
NYC Zoning Resolution, Minimum Transparency Requirements, which requires that a
minimum of 50 percent of the area between 2 and 12 feet above curb level should be
transparent, with no blank walls to exceed more than ten feet in width. Additionally, the
ground floors of buildings facing public streets should generally comply with the
streetscape requirements applicable to “qualifying ground floors” as described in Section
23-662 of the NYC Zoning Resolution.

Open Space

The Project site plan is proposed to be well integrated with the surrounding street
network, including the continuation of Schroeder’s Avenue as Schroeders Walk along the
southern portion of Parcel B of the Project site as publicly accessible thoroughfare. The
Commission encourages ESD and the project developer to include seating, plantings,
lighting and other amenities as part of the Schroeders Walk open space to ensure that it
is a welcoming and attractive open space for residents and community members.

Streets and Sidewalks

Along Seaview Avenue, Vandalia Avenue and Erskine Street a minimum sidewalk width
of 15" with a 10" wide clear path and a 5" wide street tree planting and amenity strip
should be provided. The City’s standard street tree planting requirements should be
adhered to along all street frontages.

ESD and the project developer should coordinate with the relevant property owner and
NYC DOT regarding the triangle of space at Seaview Ave and Erskine St south of Parcel
A, where a bus stop serving three lines is located. The streetscape controls for Parcel A
should ensure pedestrian connectivity to this key node, and the triangle should be
landscaped with trees, plantings, sidewalks, seating and other elements to create an
attractive green space that is well connected to surrounding properties and enhances
access to transit. Additionally, ESD and the project developer should coordinate with
Gateway Center and NYC DOT to ensure that there are direct, safe pedestrian
connections between the proposed development on Parcel A and the Gateway Center (i.e.
sidewalks, crosswalks with appropriate controls). This would support access to a wide
range of retail options for Project residents as well as greater foot traffic and stronger
commercial viability for the proposed retail at the ground floor of Parcel A.
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Building Design

Buildings should be designed to provide variety and visual interest, to break up large
masses and frontages, and to differentiate the buildings along the street frontages. This
can be accomplished by providing for visual breaks through variation in massing and
changes in plane, materials and glazing/fenestration. The building should have clear
divisions in the facade design with particular attention to definition and differentiation
in treatment at the first and second floors — the ‘lower base’ of the building that most
impacts the pedestrian experience — while also providing variation and articulation at the
upper portion of the building, e.g., cornice lines and/or articulated parapet details,
massing variation and dormers that contribute to the overall streetscape profile of the
new development.

Finally, while there is not yet a redevelopment plan for the remainder of the former
Brooklyn Developmental Center beyond the two parcels currently proposed for
redevelopment as part of this project, the Commission recognizes that this property
represents a significant opportunity for redevelopment in the future. At such time that
the State considers redevelopment of the remainder of the property, we encourage ESD
to develop a holistic proposal for the site. The heights and densities of the proposed
Project, appropriate on the perimeter of the property along wide streets, should not be
considered a template for future development. A comprehensive plan for the site should
include a mix of densities and uses including housing, commercial and job-generating
uses, and community facilities as well as thoughtfully designed open space, similar to the
City’s comprehensive plan for development at Gateway. This significant site has the
potential to help complete the new neighborhood forming here by providing jobs and
economic opportunity in addition to housing and community resources.

Overall, the Commission believes this project to be a beneficial use of underutilized

property which will provide needed affordable housing, including housing for seniors
and people with disabilities, and is pleased to see this development move forward.

bt regards,

arl Weisbrod,



