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September 13, 2018 
 
 
VIA ELECTRONIC MAIL 
 
 
Ref: 26228.00 
  
Chief Luckman 
Elmontchief3@gmail.com 
 
Re: Belmont Park Redevelopment Project 

Hamlet of Elmont, Town of Hempstead 
Nassau County, New York 
 

Dear Chief Luckman: 
 
VHB Engineering, Surveying, Landscape Architecture and Geology, P.C. (VHB) is serving as an 
environmental consultant to Empire State Development (ESD) for the proposed Belmont Park 
Redevelopment, and it was suggested that you may be able to provide assistance concerning our request 
to the Elmont Fire Department for information relevant to the proposed project.  
 
Attached is correspondence that was submitted to Chief Ronald Conti, dated April 10, 2018, regarding the 
Elmont Fire Department’s fire protection and emergency medical services and capabilities, as well as any 
information that would assist us in assessing the potential impact of the Proposed Project on the Elmont 
Fire Department. It would be greatly appreciated if you could provide a response as soon as possible.  
 
Since date of the original letter, a project plan has been chosen for both Sites A and B. The Proposed 
Project would replace the paved parking lots that exist on Sites A and B with an arena for the New York 
Islanders NHL franchise and for other sports, music and entertainment events (up to 19,000 seats and 125 
feet in height); dining, retail, and entertainment uses (up to 435,000 square feet, with the majority on Site 
B); a hotel (up to 250 rooms and 150 feet in height); commercial office space (approximately 30,000 
square feet); community space (10,000 square feet); publicly accessible open space; parking; and one or 
more pedestrian connections providing access between Sites A and B (see the attached Site Plan). The 
Proposed Project may include a pedestrian bridge and/or the utilization and/or enlargement of the 
existing vehicle and pedestrian underpasses below Hempstead Turnpike that connect Site A to Site B. 
Furthermore, the North Lot and South Lot, north of Hempstead Turnpike would be used for additional 
parking to serve the Proposed Project. 
 
Thank you for your assistance in this matter.  
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Please feel free to contact me at ckastalek@vhb.com or (631) 787-3504 with any questions or comments 
related to our request.  
 
Sincerely,  
 
VHB Engineering, Surveying and Landscape Architecture, P.C. 
 

 
 
Christiana Kastalek 
Environmental Planner 
 
CK 
Enc. 
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September 13, 2018 
 
 
VIA ELECTRONIC MAIL 
 
 
Ref: 26228.00 
  
District Manager Joe Taranto 
EFD7035@gmail.com 
 
Re: Belmont Park Redevelopment Project 

Hamlet of Elmont, Town of Hempstead 
Nassau County, New York 
 

Dear District Manager Taranto: 
 
VHB Engineering, Surveying, Landscape Architecture and Geology, P.C. (VHB) is serving as an 
environmental consultant to Empire State Development (ESD) for the proposed Belmont Park 
Redevelopment, and it was suggested that you may be able to provide assistance concerning our request 
to the Elmont Fire Department for information relevant to the proposed project.  
 
Attached is correspondence that was submitted to Chief Ronald Conti, dated April 10, 2018, regarding the 
Elmont Fire Department’s fire protection and emergency medical services and capabilities, as well as any 
information that would assist us in assessing the potential impact of the Proposed Project on the Elmont 
Fire Department. It would be greatly appreciated if you could provide a response as soon as possible.  
 
Since date of the original letter, a project plan has been chosen for both Sites A and B. The Proposed 
Project would replace the paved parking lots that exist on Sites A and B with an arena for the New York 
Islanders NHL franchise and for other sports, music and entertainment events (up to 19,000 seats and 125 
feet in height); dining, retail, and entertainment uses (up to 435,000 square feet, with the majority on Site 
B); a hotel (up to 250 rooms and 150 feet in height); commercial office space (approximately 30,000 
square feet); community space (10,000 square feet); publicly accessible open space; parking; and one or 
more pedestrian connections providing access between Sites A and B (see the attached Site Plan). The 
Proposed Project may include a pedestrian bridge and/or the utilization and/or enlargement of the 
existing vehicle and pedestrian underpasses below Hempstead Turnpike that connect Site A to Site B. 
Furthermore, the North Lot and South Lot, north of Hempstead Turnpike would be used for additional 
parking to serve the Proposed Project. 
 
Thank you for your assistance in this matter.  
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Please feel free to contact me at ckastalek@vhb.com or (631) 787-3504 with any questions or comments 
related to our request.  
 
Sincerely,  
 
VHB Engineering, Surveying and Landscape Architecture, P.C. 
 

 
 
Christiana Kastalek 
Environmental Planner 
 
CK 
Enc. 
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September 27, 2018 
 
Ref:  26228.00 
 
Kevin Bellamy, Chief of Department 
South Floral Park Fire Department 
383 Roquette Avenue 
South Floral Park, New York, 11001 
 
Re:  Belmont Park Redevelopment Project 

Hamlet of Elmont, Town of Hempstead 
Nassau County, New York 
 

Chief Bellamy, 
 
VHB Engineering, Surveying, Landscape Architecture and Geology, P.C. (VHB) is serving as an 
environmental consultant to Empire State Development (ESD) for the proposed Belmont Park 
Redevelopment (Proposed Project). The Subject Property is located within Belmont Park in the hamlet of 
Elmont, Town of Hempstead, Nassau County (see enclosed Project Location map). The Proposed Project 
includes the redevelopment of two main Project Sites (“Site A” and “Site B”) located on the north and 
south sides of Hempstead Turnpike, as well as several other sites for parking purposes and an electric 
substation.  
 
The Proposed Project includes the redevelopment of two underutilized New York State-owned parcels 
(which are ground-leased to the New York Racing Association), comprising approximately 15 acres on 
“Site A,” north of Hempstead Turnpike and approximately 28 acres on “Site B,” south of Hempstead 
Turnpike. Specifically, the project would replace the paved parking lots that exist on Sites A and B with an 
arena for the New York Islanders NHL franchise and for other sports, music and entertainment events (up 
to 19,000 seats and 125 feet in height); dining, retail, and entertainment uses (up to 435,000 square feet, 
with the majority on Site B); a hotel (up to 250 rooms and 150 feet in height); commercial office space 
(approximately 30,000 square feet); community space (10,000 square feet); publicly accessible open space; 
parking; and one or more pedestrian connections providing access between Sites A and B (see the 
attached Site Plan). The Proposed Project may include a pedestrian bridge and/or the utilization and/or 
enlargement of the existing vehicle and pedestrian underpasses below Hempstead Turnpike that connect 
Site A to Site B. Furthermore, the North, South and Blue Lots, north of Hempstead Turnpike would be 
used for additional parking to serve the Proposed Project. 
 
The two Project Sites would be redeveloped to allow for the construction of the above-listed facilities. The 
site plan, described above, will be analyzed in the Draft Environmental Impact Statement (DEIS) being 
prepared for the project. The Site Plan (enclosed) indicates that the hotel, office space, retail and 
entertainment uses, dining, and arena would be located on Site A with access to Site B by a pedestrian 
bridge. Site B would encompass a retail village, parking and passive open space along with a vegetated 
buffer adjacent to the nearby residences.  
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As part of the State Environmental Quality Review Act (SEQRA) process, VHB is examining relevant 
environmental and community issues, including the existing conditions of, and potential impacts on, fire 
protection and emergency medical services (EMS) as a result of the implementation of the proposed 
project. Although the subject property has been determined to be within the Elmont Fire Department’s 
service area, since the Village of South Floral Park is adjacent to the subject property, we ask for your 
response in writing, to the following: 
 

1. Is there any circumstance under which the South Floral Park Fire Department deploys its resources 
to the Belmont Park property? 

2. Number of active fire/EMS members in the South Floral Park Fire Department. 
3. The locations of the stations/substations, and those which may respond to incidents at the Project 

Sites, as well as the estimated response time to the Project Sites, as applicable. 
4. Total number of fire and rescue/EMS calls responded to by the South Floral Park Fire Department 

associated with Belmont Park in the last three years, if applicable. 
5. Any other pertinent information that you believe to be relevant to the environmental review of 

the Proposed Project. 
  
Thank you in advance for your assistance in this matter. Please feel free to contact me at 
ckastalek@vhb.com or (631) 787-3504 with any questions or comments related to our request.  
 
Sincerely,  
 
VHB Engineering, Surveying, Landscape Architecture and Geology, P.C. 
 
Sincerely, 

 

VHB Engineering, Surveying and Landscape Architecture and Geology, P.C. 

Christiana Kastalek 
Environmental Planner 
CK/ag 
enc. 
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November 9, 2018 

Mr. Adam Bickoff  

Director 

Sterling Project Development 

4 World Trade Center 

150 Greenwich St., Floor 49 

New York, NY  10007 

 

RE:  Arena and Site Development at Belmont Park (ME Project No. DV16075) (“Project”) 

 

Dear Mr. Bickoff: 

Thank you for your interest in natural gas for the above referenced project.  National Grid looks forward to partnering with you to 

identify solutions that meet Belmont Park’s energy needs.  Regarding your gas service request, the Company can provide 215,000 

Cubic Feet per Hour (CFH) of natural gas service at the proposed project site contingent upon the following: 

 National Grid installing approximately 4,450 feet of 4”/8’’ inch high pressure gas main needed to reinforce our natural gas 

distribution system, which is required to serve this Project. 

 The installation of approximately 100 feet of 8” high pressure gas service needed to serve the Arena.  Gas services for 

additional tenants will be sized and priced once final site plans, gas loads, and applications are received. 

 A customer contribution of $469,456 is required.  The Customer may elect to pay a monthly surcharge of $5,902 per month 

for a ten-year period in lieu of the lump sum payment.  Each Commercial/Residential gas Heating Account that is added to 

the Project will provide an entitlement to the customer of 100 feet of gas main. 

 Supplying firm service (365 days) for this Project is contingent on the successful and timely approval and permitting of the 

Northeast Supply Enhancement Pipeline Project (NESE), which is currently scheduled to be in service December 2020.  The 

NESE project is designed to deliver additional gas supply to National Grid’s system and is required to support this Project; 

these gas supply requirements should not be confused with references to distribution capacity on National Grid’s system in 

this letter. 

 National Grid will also assist the Customer in identifying potential alternative energy solutions, including options to 

completely curtail the Project’s use of natural gas delivered via National Grid’s system during certain peak winter days while 

being able to use natural gas on all other days.  Such alternatives may require a modification to the local distribution scope 

of work and associated customer contribution specified above. 

 If National Grid is unable to provide gas service to the Belmont project, National Grid will return all customer contribution 

payments made by Customer less any amount of payments used by National Grid on actual expenses in connection with the 

design, permitting and construction of the required local distribution infrastructure specified above (which could be used to 

provide gas service at a later date if/when additional gas supplies are available). 

In order to move the Project forward, we need the following: 

 A completed Non-Residential Gas Service Application (see attached).  Receipt of this application will commence the design 

work necessary to start this project.  This commitment is valid through May 31, 2019.  If we do not receive the completed 

application by May 31, 2019, this request will be closed.  If the request is closed, the natural gas distribution capacity 

available for your project will be released.  If we receive the application after May 31, 2019, a new analysis of natural gas 

distribution availability required to support your project will be performed.  Infrastructure requirements and the associated 

customer contribution will be based on that new analysis. 



 Based upon the operating pressure requirements for this job, National Grid will need to provide a welded meter header.  All 

costs associated with the meter header will be the responsibility of the customer.  No work will be scheduled until receipt 

of payment for this work. 

Any natural gas service provided will be in accordance with the terms and conditions of National Grid’s fi led tariffs and schedules. 

Thank you for the opportunity to partner with you on this exciting and important project for Long Island. 

If you have any questions, or require additional information, please contact me at 516-545-4569. 

Sincerely, 

Joseph V. Scibelli 

Joseph V. Scibelli 

Complex Non Standard Gas Connections Representative 

National Grid 

175 E. Old Country Road 

Hicksville, NY 11801 
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