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COMMERCIAL PRODUCTION TAX CREDIT – ANNUAL REPORT 

CALENDAR YEAR 2016 

PROGRAM OVERVIEW 

 

Empire State Development (ESD) oversees administration of the Empire State Commercial 

Production Tax Credit Program.   The Program is designed to increase the production of 

commercial filming in New York State (“NYS”). 

 

Credits of up to $7 million per year can be allocated to encourage qualified production 

companies to produce commercials in NYS and help create and maintain jobs. The $7 million 

per year consists of three components for companies: shooting commercials Downstate ($3 

million), shooting Upstate ($3 million), and those demonstrating incremental "growth" in 

commercial production ($1 million). 

 

An applicant can receive a credit of 5% on qualified production expenses under the Upstate and 

Downstate components of the Commercial Tax Credit Program.  An additional 20% credit is 

available under the Growth component for eligible incremental growth in production expenses 

from one year to the next. 

 

Credit for Downstate ($3 million) 

 

The Downstate component is based on filming or recording qualified commercials within the 

Metropolitan Commuter Transportation District (MCTD). The MCTD includes New York City, 

Dutchess, Nassau, Orange, Putnam, Rockland, Suffolk and Westchester counties.  

 

To qualify, more than $500,000 in total qualified costs attributable to the production of 

qualified commercials within the MCTD during the calendar year must be incurred.  

 

The amount of credit is initially calculated as 5% of qualified costs over the $500,000 threshold.  

Credits are distributed on a pro rata basis among applicants for the downstate credit. 
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Credit for Upstate ($3 million) 

 

The Upstate component is based on filming or recording of qualified commercials outside the 

MCTD but within NYS.  

 

To qualify, more than $100,000 in total qualified costs attributable to the production of 

qualified commercials outside the MCTD during the calendar year must be incurred. 

 

The amount of the credit is initially calculated as 5% of qualified costs over the $100,000 

threshold.  Credits are distributed on a pro rata basis among applicants for the Upstate credit 

 

If unused, the $3 million available for commercials produced upstate can be reallocated to the 

production companies qualifying for the growth credit.  

  

Credit for Growth ($1 million)  

 

The growth component is based on year-to-year growth in a company's qualified costs, 

regardless of where within NYS those costs are incurred. 

 

The first year an applicant applies for the growth component, it must demonstrate that the 

total of all qualified costs during the year was greater than the total of all similar costs incurred 

in the previous year. In subsequent years, applicants average two and ultimately three previous 

years' qualified costs to establish a baseline against which growth is measured. The current year 

costs must be greater than the baseline. The amount of the credit is initially calculated as 20% 

of the incremental growth in costs between the previous year and the current year. 

 

The maximum growth credit a company can receive is $300,000 and credits are distributed on a 

pro-rata basis among applicants for the growth credit. 

 

APPLICATIONS 

 

ESD accepts applications by April 1st each year for commercials produced the previous year. All 

applications received for each of the three components are reviewed for completeness and the 

qualified costs verified. Once the total amount of credits earned for each component of the 

Program has been determined, the pro rata value for each applicant is calculated and a 

certificate of tax credit issued.  
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PROGRAM ACTIVITY 
 
The credits issued to date over the life of the Program are as follows:   
 

• 2010 - $5.7 million in credits based on 34 applications representing 498 commercials 

• 2011 - $5.6 million in credits based on 39 applications representing 408 commercials 

• 2012 - $5.8 million in credits based on 36 applications representing 369 commercials 

• 2013 - $5.4 million in credits based on 43 applications representing 513 commercials 

• 2014 - $5.0 million in credits based on 34 applications representing 405 commercials 

• 2015 - $3.87 million in credits based on 34 applications representing 423 commercials 

• 2016 - $4.4 million in credits based on 35 applications representing 335 commercials  
 

Beginning with tax year 2015, information is required to be disclosed about the name of the 
company receiving the tax credit, the amount of tax credit issued, and the credit eligible hours 
and wages for each commercial production company issued credits.  Chart A below shows this 
information for companies receiving credits for commercials produced in 20161. 
 
Information about whether any of the $3 million in credits earmarked for commercials 
produced upstate is unused and reallocated to downstate applicants qualifying for the growth 
credit is also required.  However, since the request for growth credits in 2016 was less than the 
$1 million allocated for this purpose, there was no need to reallocate any upstate credits. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                           
1 Chart A shows $4,064,395 in credits issued to companies that produced commercials during calendar year 2016.  
The total credits issued for 2016, ($4,395,483), includes $330,888 in carry-over credits from commercials produced 
during calendar year 2015.  Chart A in the Calendar Year 2015 Report shows details for those companies.  
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CHART A 

COMMERCIAL PRODUCTION TAX CREDIT PROGRAM - CREDITS ISSUED - 2016 COMMERCIALS 

        

Name of Commercial 
Production Company 

Address 
Total 

Production 
Costs 

Total 
Qualified 

Costs 
Tax Credit 

Credit 
Eligible 
Hours 

Credit 
Eligible 
Wages 

Project 
Hires 

1st Ave Machine 
231 Front Street, 
Unit 4 Brooklyn  

NY 11201 
$885,709  $880,189  $9,110 4,001  $403,353  99  

Assembly Films, Inc. 

411 Lafayette 
Street, 2nd Floor  

New York NY  
10003 

$1,016,108  $1,008,880  $26,838 6,606  $360,431  241  

Believe Media, Inc. 
1438 N. Gower 

Street, Box 16  Los 
Angeles CA 90028 

$1,685,387  $1,670,161  $113,231 10,992  $667,388  279  

Biscuit Filmworks, LLC 
7026 Santa 

Monica Blvd  Los 
Angeles CA 90038 

$1,659,691  $1,656,075  $57,894 11,794  $793,639  245  

Bob Industries, LLC 
1313 Fifth Street  
Santa Monica CA 

90401 
$986,084  $974,523  $22,328 7,872  $431,279  137  

Chelsea Pictures Inc. 
5979 W. 3rd 

Street #203 Los 
Angeles CA 90036 

$2,578,403  $837,702  $22,466 6,111  $385,571  228  

Daily Post, LLC. 
678 Main Street  

Buffalo NY 14202 
$437,495  $425,310  $37,991 4,299  $163,614  145  

Epoch Films 
180 Varick Suite 
1204 New York 

NY 10014 
$1,558,299  $1,557,460  $74,947 10,908  $675,259  272  

Furlined, LLC 
1660 Stanford 
Street  Santa 

Monica CA 90404 
$1,162,412  $1,146,449  $33,074 7,871  $531,095  224  

Gorgeous, Inc. 
2201 Carmelina 

Avenue  Los 
Angeles CA 90064 

$1,771,272  $1,755,308  $42,952 12,857  $837,365  309  

Honor Society Films, 
LLC 

532 Broadway 4th 
Floor New York 

NY 10012 
$1,325,076  $1,306,086  $19,315 8,012  $443,146  299  

Humble TV  

118 W 22nd 
Street 3rd Floor 

New York NY 
10011 

$2,336,175  $2,261,190  $329,735 14,741  $1,005,693  423  

Hungry Man, Inc.  

106 Seventh 
Avenue 2nd Floor 

New York NY 
10011 

$3,903,130  $3,777,520  $353,704 23,832  $1,510,993  649  
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Chart A Continued 

Name of Commercial 
Production Company 

Address 
Total 

Production 
Costs 

Total 
Qualified 

Costs 
Tax Credit 

Credit 
Eligible 
Hours 

Credit 
Eligible 
Wages 

Project 
Hires 

Identity Media, Inc. 

400 W. 14th 
Street 3rd Floor 

New York NY 
10014 

$3,069,323  $3,069,323  $137,081 19,991  $1,136,354  586  

Imperial Woodpecker 
2 Bond Street  
New York NY 

10012 
$2,175,987  $2,175,987  $250,718 15,430  $908,879  267  

Independent Media 
6950 Centinela 
Avenue  Culver 
City CA 90230 

$3,338,818  $2,279,534  $91,809 20,632  $1,089,904  479  

MacGuffin Films, LTD 

411 Lafayette 
Street 2nd Floor 

New York NY 
10003 

$10,984,260  $8,956,543  $445,402 83,133  $4,228,540  2,315  

Michael Schrom & 
Company 

100 Corporate 
Drive Suite 201 

Blauvelt NY 10913 
$2,676,827  $1,820,576  $107,338 20,460  $1,073,946  573  

Morton Jankel Zander, 
Inc. 

2201 S. Carmelina 
Avenue  Los 

Angeles CA 90064 
$1,603,449  $1,598,472  $72,637 13,508  $701,931  222  

Moxie Pictures, Inc. 
5890 W. Jefferson 

Blvd #J Los 
Angeles CA 90016 

$796,924  $622,032  $12,292 6,120  $428,666  223  

New York Production 
Services, Inc. 

78 Fifth Avenue 
7th Floor New 
York NY 10011 

$3,400,130  $3,389,167  $147,338 17,704  $1,057,038  321  

Northern Lights Post, 
Inc. 

135 West 27th 
Street 8th Floor 

New York NY 
10001 

$1,258,339  $876,606  $26,968 11,864  $721,734  594  

O Positive, LLC 

48 West 25th 
Street 3rd Floor 

New York NY 
10010 

$5,196,114  $5,156,446  $300,674 37,922  $2,383,809  1,062  

Park Pictures, LLC 
184 5th Avenue  

New York NY 
10010 

$1,338,565  $1,336,642  $43,311 10,283  $625,831  276  

PSYOP Media 
Company, LLC 

45 Howard Street  
New York NY 

10013 
$3,923,839  $3,843,575  $433,397 61,335  $3,299,345  310  

Pulse Commercials, LLC 
1645 Electric 
Avenue  Los 

Angeles CA 91364 
$1,249,454  $608,068  $2,589 9,021  $604,484  201  
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Chart A Continued 

Name of Commercial 
Production Company 

Address 
Total 

Production 
Costs 

Total 
Qualified 

Costs 
Tax Credit 

Credit 
Eligible 
Hours 

Credit 
Eligible 
Wages 

Project 
Hires 

Radical Media, LLC 
435 Hudson 

Street  New York 
NY 10014 

$2,399,968  $2,312,180  $104,410 15,238  $1,011,354  445  

Rattling Stick, Inc. 

3002 
Pennsylvania 

Avenue  Santa 
Monica CA 90404 

$956,922  $956,922  $10,949 5,571  $397,467  137  

Raucous Content, Inc. 

1680 Vine Street 
Suite 300 

Hollywood CA 
90028 

$710,000  $701,909  $4,838 4,774  $341,537  205  

RSA Films, Inc. 
634 N. La Peer Dr.  

Los Angeles CA 
90069 

$1,637,604  $1,593,607  $115,105 9,497  $645,856  286  

Skunk Partners, LLC 
440 Seaton Street 

Suite 305 Los 
Angeles CA 90013 

$1,557,700  $1,477,842  $31,544 12,244  $748,758  356  

Smuggler 
823 Seward Street  

Los Angeles CA 
90038 

$6,266,889  $5,166,804  $449,090 34,901  $2,351,373  918  

Station Film, Inc. 

37 Greenpoint 
Avenue Suite 4A 

Brooklyn  NY 
11222 

$677,318  $677,068  $52,529 4,588  $313,014  161  

Supply and Demand 
304 Spring Street 
#1W New York NY 

10013 
$2,176,942  $1,443,971  $48,595 16,004  $936,621  309  

Tool of North America, 
LLC 

2210 Broadway  
Santa Monica CA 

90404 
$996,745  $973,460  $32,397 6,111  $423,660  218  

Totals   $79,697,358  $70,293,585  $4,064,595  566,224  $33,638,928  14,014  

 
 
 
    

 


