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PR OCEEUDTNG S

THE MODERATOR: Good evening,

everyone. We are Jjust taking a few moments to
admit participants from the waiting room. We will
be starting in just a few minutes. We kindly ask

that you update your name on Zoom to the name you
registered with so our team is able to easily
identify you for the public comment portion of
tonight's meeting.

Everyone has been placed on mute.
Please note that we will walk participants through
phone and Zoom overview after the meeting is
opened. Please email kyle@karpstrategies for help
with technical issues. American Sign Language
interpreters will be available for the duration of
the meeting. Please bear with us for a few more
minutes.

Again, good evening, everyone. We
are just taking a few minutes to admit participants
from the waiting room. We will start in a few
moments. We kindly ask that you update your name
on Zoom to the name you registered with so our team

is able to identify you for the public comment
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portion of the meeting.

Good evening and welcome to the
public scoping meeting for the Empire State
Development Creedmoor Mixed-Use Project. Thank you
for joining. My name is Anthony Fabre of Karp
Strategies, a community engagement consultant hired
by New York State Urban Development Corporation,
doing business as Empire State Development, also
referred to as ESD, to conduct this public scoping
meeting.

Tonight, I am joined on screen by
Bob Tuttle, Assistant Vice President of Real Estate
Development and Planning at Empire State
Development, Michael Goldemberg, Senior Project
Manager at VHB, Lynda, and Angie, American Sign
Language Interpreters from American Language
Services.

We are joined off-screen by
representatives from the project team who will be
listening to the comments. Thank you for Jjoining
us .

Today's public scoping meeting for
the Creedmoor Mixed-Use project is being held

pursuant to the New York State Environmental

MGR REPORTING, INC.,
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Quality Review Act or SEQRA for its initials,
S-E-Q-R-A.

The purpose of this meeting is to
give the public an opportunity to make comments
about Empire State Development's Draft Scope of
Work for the proposed project's Draft Environmental
Impact Statement or D-E-I-S.

My purpose is to run the meeting
in a fair and impartial manner and to try to make
sure everyone who wishes to comment on the proposed
Draft Scope of Work has an adequate opportunity to
do so during this meeting as time will permit.

Please note, this 1is not a
gquestion-and-answer session. It is instead an
opportunity for you to present your views so that
ESD can consider them in preparing the
Environmental Impact Statement or EIS. Comments
presented at this meeting will be taken into
consideration by ESD as part of the environmental
review of the proposed project.

In addition to this online Zoom
meeting, these proceedings are being recorded for
future viewing on the ESD website and a

stenographic transcript of this meeting is being
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made . By participating in this meeting, you are
granting permission to have your name, voice, and
likeness recorded.

The full recording of this
meeting, along with a copy of the full transcript
will be made available on ESD's website,
esd.ny.gov/creedmoor, within five days of this
meeting.

At this time, I'd like to share a
few housekeeping notes before we begin. This slide

contains instructions for optimizing your viewings

experience for joining -- for those joining
tonight's meeting on a computer. Please follow the
instructions for either a PC or MacBook. I will

pause for about 20 seconds.

This slide contains instructions
for optimizing your viewing experience for Jjoining
-—- for those joining tonight's meeting on a phone.
Please follow the instructions for either an
Android or Apple device. I will pause for another
20 seconds.

This slide contains instructions
for those who wish to view the meeting with

American Sign Language Interpretation. Please refer
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to the instructions based on whether you've joined
tonight's meeting by computer or phone. I will
pause for 20 seconds to allow participants to pin
the ASL interpreter as needed.

Once again, the purpose of this
meeting is to give the public an opportunity to
make comments about Empire State Development's
Draft Scope of Work for the proposed project's
Draft Environmental Impact Statement or DEIS.

This is not a question-and-answer
session. It is instead an opportunity for you to
present your views so that ESD can consider them in
preparing the Environmental Impact Statement for
EIS. Comments presented at this meeting will Dbe
taken into consideration by ESD as part of the
environmental review of the proposed project.

If you signed up to speak before
tonight's meeting, during the registration process,
we have your name and you will be called during the
Public Comment portion of tonight's meeting.

If you did not sign up to speak
before the start of the meeting but would like to
speak, please identify yourself using the "Raise

Hand" function on Zoom.
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If you're joining by phone only,
you may dial *6 to indicate your desire to provide
verbal testimony during the Public Comment portion
of tonight's meeting.

Participants using the "Raise
Hand" function or *6 will be added to the end of
the speaker list in the order in which they raise
their hand or press *6.

Once you have spoken, we will
lower your hand. Speakers will be identified by
their name or by the last three digits of their
phone number. The option to sign up to speak will
end at the close of the meeting at 8:00 p.m.

I will give you 20 seconds to read
the instructions before I move on. We'll review
these instructions once more before the Public
Comment portion of tonight's meeting, and they will
be posted in the Zoom chat.

Aside from the verbal public
comments made during tonight's meeting, comments
may also be submitted in writing after the meeting
via email to CreedmoorEIS@esd.ny.gov or via US
Postal Service to Empire State Development,

Attention, Vanessa Calizaire, 655 Third Avenue, 4th

MGR REPORTING, INC.,
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floor, New York, New York, 10017.

Comments must be received before
the end of the public comment period, which is 5:00
p.m. Eastern Standard Time on Monday, August 19.

We will review these instructions
once more before the Public Comment portion of
tonight's meeting if you need to take note of these
addresses or instructions again.

Tonight, we are also joined by the
following elected officials and a representative of
the community board who have asked to address the
meeting:

New York State Senator Toby Ann
Stavisky; New York State Assemblymember Ed
Braunstein; Queens Borough President Donovan
Richards; New York City Councilmember Linda Lee;
New York State Senator Leroy Comrie; New York City
Council member Vickie Paladino.

Thank you for joining us this
evening. Please, prepare to speak. I will call
your name and you will be prompted to unmute
yourself, and we'll have the option to share your
video.

First, I would like to call up New

MGR REPORTING, INC.,
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York State Senator Toby Ann Stavisky.

Please bear with us while we look
through the list of participants. We have over a
hundred participants on the meeting.

Okavy. While we wait for the
Senator to join us, I would like to move on to New
York State Assemblymember Ed Braunstein.

MR. BRAUNSTEIN: Let me just turn
on my sScreen.

THE MODERATOR: No problem.

MR. BRAUNSTEIN: Okay. I can go.

THE MODERATOR: Yes. Please do
state your name just for the record.

MR. BRAUNSTEIN: Assemblymember Ed
Braunstein. I represent the 26th District, which
the proposed development will be taking place.

So thank you for the opportunity
to speak. I would like to take this opportunity
just to reiterate my opposition to the proposed
density of the project for which you're seeking
input on the DEIS today.

And much of what I'm going to say,
I've already said publicly, I've told ESDC

privately, but I think it bears repeating. First,
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the views of the local community have not been
taken into account when crafting this proposal. In
2023, the ESDC had community engagement sessions
where constituents I represent, participated and
offered ideas about what type of housing they'd
like to see on the Creedmoor site.

The one overwhelming request that
the community had was that ESDC attempt to keep the
density somewhat contextual with the surrounding
community, which is single-family homes and garden
apartment-style co-ops. This proposal 1is
significantly more dense than the surrounding
community, and in my opinion, has not taken my
constituents' views into account.

Also, I don't feel that ESDC has
taken the local official views into account as
well. And just to give you an example of how
little, both myself and, you know, I'm not going to
speak for the other elected officials, but the

final proposal was released in, I believe, December

in 2023. I was never consulted this is State

property. This is a State agency. I'm a State

elected official. I was never consulted about the

proposal. I found out it was going to be public
MGR REPORTING, INC.,
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when I saw a notice about it on social media. So
this proposal does not take into account the local
community.

Now, later on in the program, you
will hear from a representative from Community
Board 13, who also represents many of the local
civic organizations in my district. And that
representative will suggest an alternative proposal
for this site. I believe it will suggest 1000
units. I'm urging ESDC to consider this proposal
and perhaps consider a DEIS for an alternative
proposal to this site.

Moving forward, I will continue to
work with the community I represent and ESDC to try
and reach a proposal that everyone can agree with.

I just want to point out that this community is
already managing the quality-of-1ife concerns that
come with a 1200-person tent shelter on this site.

Now the State, before that shelter
is even concluded, the State is coming forward with
a proposal that the overwhelming majority of my
constituents disagree with.

The community I represent deserves

better from the state of New York. They deserve to

MGR REPORTING, INC.,
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be heard. And I will continue to support them as
this process moves forward.

So thank you for the opportunity,
especially at the beginning to give my remarks.

And I look forward to continuing to work with
everybody to get a proposal that I think everybody
can agree with. Thank you.

THE MODERATOR: Thank vyou,
Assemblymember. We will now call Senator Tobi Ann
Stavisky.

Okay. It seems like there might
be some difficulties with the phone, so we will
move on to Queens Borough President Donovan
Richards.

MR. RICHARDS: Good evening. You
hear me, Anthony?

THE MODERATOR: Yes, we do hear
you.

MR. RICHARDS: Okay. Can I undo
my video -- oh.

THE MODERATOR: Yes.

MR. RICHARDS: Now here we go.
Okay. All right. All right. Thank you. First of

all, let me start by thanking both ESD certainly,

MGR REPORTING, INC.,
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and of course, to your firm Karp Strategies. Thank
you for all of the work that you've done to get us
to this point. And of course, when you look back
at the history of this site going back 40 years,
there have been many dialogue. Matter of fact,
when I became Borough president, I actually had
dusted all clear Schulman's plan for this specific
site, which was slated to be a school campus. But
due to community opposition, much of that never
came to fruition. So that drives us to where we
are today.

And obviously for those who are
unaware what's on the site currently we are housing
-- the State is housing over a thousand asylum
seekers on this specific site.

Now, partially, why are we here?
Because if we would've developed this site perhaps
40 years ago, even 10 years ago when there were
other proposals floated, we would not have what we
have on the site today. So I'm hoping that
everybody is going to have an open mind certainly
when it comes to ensuring that nearly 50 acres of
land that has sat desolate, that has served no

purpose for the Borough of Queens at this moment, a

MGR REPORTING, INC.,
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very minimal purpose for Queens, certainly we move
forward with something here.

So there are some things that are
going to be important to us. And I know we voiced
some of our concerns to ESD. I've heard from many
different voices in the community but there's one
thing that continues to impact, and I get the
global view of what's happening around the Borough,
obviously as the Borough president.

But even as you pull this
neighborhood, there are two things that come up
consistently, and that's affordability, home
ownership, certainly opportunities for our young
people in working professionals to be able to
reside and remain in the very community that they
love. The need for veterans housing is something
we heard, something incorporated in its plan. And
of course, a diversity of incomes being centered at
the site. So those are things that are going to
remain important to us as we go through this.

And one of the things I'm also
keen on is we should never just think about
housing. How do we build community? So community

facility, places for our older adults to go, our

MGR REPORTING, INC.,
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young people to go, retail opportunities, open
space, the need for better transportation here,
even as we hold a hearing here with the MTA on

Wednesday regarding the new updated bus redesign

plan. These are all things that we're going to
want to ensure incorporated in this plan. School
seats. And of course, jobs is something important.

And not just any job but are there ladders to
opportunities for careers here, whether that's
through construction, whether that's through some
of the public benefits that will come through this
project.

So I know that we are at a very
initial stage of environmental review. This is
really going to give us an opportunity to
understand what are the infrastructure needs here.
And I look forward to working continuously with ESD
and the community to make sure that we incorporate
and of course, see substantial investments
including in school seats; something that you'll
see also mapped in this plan.

I really urge the public to stay
engaged through this process. And this will not be

a perfect plan; let's be clear from the beginning,

MGR REPORTING, INC.,
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and I don't come on lines and pretend that things
are going to be perfect. This will be a perfectly
imperfect plan like most land use projects that
come through of the city, that nobody is going to
get everything they want in this specific plan, but
we're going to fight dag on hard to make sure that
we leave Eastern Queens certainly better than we
found it.

And I will also end in saying
we'll also continue those conversations. And I
expect ESD, in the days to come, to certainly
establish a community roundtable that will consist
of leaders from around the different communities
here to ensure that there's continuous dialogue
with the community and that the community voice is
at the table. And we will see more public
engagement in the days to come in person,
virtually; the objective is to leave no stone

unturned here.

So whether you agree with the plan

or not, this is your opportunity, certainly to
voice your opinion. I look forward to working
certainly with my colleagues to make sure that we

can shape this plan that honestly should have
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happened a long time ago.

With that being said, I want to
thank ESD again, Anthony. I want to thank all of
you, first of all for showing up because that's the
most important thing. The first step is to show
up, let your opinions be heard. I just ask
everybody to remain respectful to the presenters.
Remember, they're here to present. At the end of
the day, this will be something that ESD and the
Governor, and my colleagues and I work on to make
sure we strengthen the plan.

With that being said, have a great
evening, all, and I look forward to hearing from
you all. Thank you.

THE MODERATOR: Thank you, Borough
President.

So I have been informed that
Senator Stavisky is in fact, here, so we would like
to call her up to testify.

MS. STAVISKY: Hello?

THE MODERATOR: Yes, Senator, we
can hear you.

MS. STAVISKY: Yeah. Okay.

That's great. Sorry for the technological

MGR REPORTING, INC.,
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difficulties. But I appreciate everybody. I'm not
going to repeat what the Borough president or the
other speakers have said, but a couple of points I
do want to add.

THE MODERATOR: Senator?

MS. STAVISKY: Yes.

THE MODERATOR: Can I interrupt
you? Can you just for the record, because it's
required, can you just state your name and then
continue on with your testimony?

MS. STAVISKY: Sure. My name 1is
Toby Ann Stavisky. I'm a member of the New York

State Senate, I'm from District 11 in Queens

County.

THE MODERATOR: Perfect. Thank
you.

MS. STAVISKY: Thank you. We have
been meeting, the elected -- the three elected,

locally elected, officials have been meeting with
ESD. About four or five weeks ago we met with Hope
Knight and expressed the very concerns you're
hearing this evening.

But I do want to make a couple of

additional points. First of all, it -- to me it's

MGR REPORTING, INC.,
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really, it's all about the density. It's all about
the density. If you take a look at Glen Oaks,
which is very close, Glen Oaks 1is about twice the
acreage, 110 acres, and they have about 2,900
units. Creedmoor got 59 acres and you're proposing
27, almost 2,800 units. We're talking about
proportion also.

The community has, as the
Assemblyman Braunstein said, offered a suggestion
of a thousand units. They are not opposed to
housing. They are folks who work hard for a
living. They put their 1life savings into buying a
home. These are small one-family homes and they
want to work with you, but certainly not when the
scoping you reduce the size only by a hundred
units.

I think we've also got to talk
about safety and environmentally hazardous
materials. There are currently, yes, from what I
understand 12 closed school tanks, eight biodiesel
tanks in operation, there's been asbestos recorded
in the buildings, the soil contamination; these are
obviously detrimental to people's health. And

we've got to address that issue. And I hope it

MGR REPORTING, INC.,
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will be addressed in the Environmental Impact
Statement.

The community feels very strongly
about this. And as I said, I'm not going to repeat
what the other elected officials said, but we stand
ready to work with the community organizations.

And there have been countless
presentations by Empire State Development for their
-- of their proposals. I attended many of the last
year at the various civic association meetings.

And what we heard at these civic associations,
really is not reflected in this 44-page scoping
material that we have here.

It's time to put out -- pull out
the erasers, and press some delete buttons, and
let's try to resolve this issue. Thank you. Thank
you very much.

THE MODERATOR: Thank you,
Senator. We will now move on to Councilmember
Linda Lee.

MS. LEE: Hi, everyone. Can you
hear me?

THE MODERATOR: Yes, we can. If

you could just state your name and your affiliation

MGR REPORTING, INC.,
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for the record.

MS. LEE: Sure. My name 1is Linda
Lee, City Councilmember District 23. And apologies
for not turning on my video because I'm in the
middle of being in transit hopping around because
we had stated today in the City, so I apologize for
that. But and special shout out by the way, to the
ASL interpreters because it is July's Disability
Pride month. So I just wanted to say a special
thank you to all of you as well.

But yeah, no, I just -- I don't
want to sound like a broken record, but you know, I
think the main reason why I am on here and the main
reason why our staff are going to be listening and
myself closely are because you know, first and
foremost, we Jjust want to make sure that the local
community's concerns and voices and input is really
incorporated into this plan.

And as a couple of the electives
have already said, I think the biggest issue that
people have concerns around is around density. And
you know, we're already talking about an area that
is lacking in infrastructure you know, where we

need more you know, seats and resources.
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And so I think you know, last year
you know, thank you ESD for doing the community
input meetings that you had, where we were allowing
community members to, you know, state and express
the different things that they would like to see.

But I think the big concern that I
keep hearing from the local residents as well as
the civic and community board members and folks
that live right in that neighborhood is around the
density issue.

And so I'm really hoping that you

know, I look forward to hearing from the community

members today, and I just really hope -- I know
that this is a state project. I'm a city elected,
I get it, but I just -- I hope that you know, all

of our voices on the local elected side as well as
community side will be taken into consideration for
this project moving forward.

And so just look forward to
hearing the testimonies tonight and what everyone
has to say. So thank you.

THE MODERATOR: Thank you,

Councilmember. I will now call Councilmember
Vickie Paladino. Okay. Councilmember Jjust
MGR REPORTING, INC.,
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checking to see i1if -- okay.

We will then move on to the
Community Board Representative Corey BARK.

MR. BARK: Thank you. Do I --

THE MODERATOR: Yes, if you could,
please -- we can see you.

MR. BARK: Thank you.

THE MODERATOR: Just state your
name and your affiliation for the record.

MR. BARK: My name 1s Corey BARK
and I chair the Land Use Subcommittee on Creedmoor
for Queen Community Board 13. And this statement
is also joined in by a number of civics and I will
mention them as this concludes.

So I submit these comments on
behalf of Queens Community Board 13 and the
Community of Eastern Queens, represented by civic
associations of Queens Civic United -- and that was
at the end of this statement, on the Draft Scope of
Work with the Draft Environmental Impact Statement
for what you choose to call the Creedmoor Mixed-Use
project -- a group of fellow civic leaders and the
Empire State Development's Release of this draft

project scope. We found this scope essentially
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changed very little from the proposal misnamed
Creedmoor community master plan since failed to
follow the community recommendations released last
winter. Nothing other than minuscule numbers to
the overall units to 2775. And similarly, a
minuscule parking increase to 3,200.

We, as Community Board 13 and
Communities, strongly and smartly recommend no more
than 1000 units. That is the proper amount of
density for this site in our Eastern Queens
community.

Further, the only alternative
proposed for review in the DSAL is a no
alternative; no action alternative. This fails to
comply with SEQRA as stated on Page 38 of the Draft
Scope of Work. SEQRA requires that alternatives to
the proposed project be identified and evaluated in
an EIS so that decision maker may consider whether
alternatives exist that would minimize, or avoid
adverse environmental effects.

This failure to include our
community plan means we still face a grossly added
scale project for this community. The Draft Scope

of Work not only fails to study our 1000-unit
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recommendation, 1t raises additional concerns that
merit attention.

The information disclosed in the
Draft Scope of Work includes a project to be
developed beginning in 2027, in four or more phases
of the 12 to 14 years, including some 16 years
that's 2040 from today. This raises questions of
ongoing construction impacts in a residential
community for too long.

The practical nature of
construction suggests supportive housing increases
happening first as potential residents of various
regular units would likely shun living near or in
any ongoing construction site.

Based on the schedule provided,
the intended 2775 units that Empire State
Development envisions, will not relieve any alleged
housing crisis anytime soon. In contrast, the
Queen's Community Board 13 plan that follows the
community recommendation for no more than 1000
units, meets the previously identified housing
needs of Queens Community Board 13 and the Eastern
Queens Community and can be realized within several

years. It would bring needed housing online much

MGR REPORTING, INC.,
1-844-MGR-RPTG



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

30

sooner than the timeline proposed in the Draft
Scope of Work.

We also seek to clarify that our
low-density development requirements conforms with
the existing R3-2 Zoning, that would apply, absent
the permissible Empire State Development override
of existing zoning and land use.

Further, it remains important to
note as the scope does on Page five, Figure two,
significant Office of Mental Health and Office of
People with Disability operations, including
supportive housing already are concentrated on the
campus. Similarly, Queens Community Board 13 1is
acknowledged as oversaturated for many forms of
supportive housing.

Queens Community Board 13 and the
Community finds any additional supportive housing
proposed as part of the so-called mixed-use project
sustained exacerbates that existing oversaturation.

This was consistently raised by
community leaders, stakeholders at almost every
Empire State Development Community outreach
session. The Draft Scope of Work and the Draft

Environmental Impact Statement needs to consider
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in a community already oversaturated both
throughout the community board and on and in the
immediate vicinity of the Creedmoor Campus.

Housing affordable to our
community is outlined in our plan and remains an
important concern. Eastern Queens already enjoys
many forms of affordable ownership and rental
opportunities, including many thousands of units
approximate to the Primo campus. This includes
cooperative housing, approximate decree, or that
consistently provides some of the most affordable
housing ownership opportunities available in the
city of New York.

In line with area medium income,
AMI, we recommend 80 to 120 percent AMI defined as
moderate income, or 121 to 165 percent AMI defined
as middle income, as a floor consistent with our
affordability concerns and goals.

In conclusion, unlike the State
scheme, this community board's civic plan delivers
new housing for some immediacy. Again, some
immediacy. 1000 units now make a difference over

plan that even 1f approved, extends more than a

31
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decade, over four, I reiterate four, gubernatorial
elections and thus faces possible changes in
priorities and visions.

As such, any failure to include
this plan in the Draft Scope of Work and the Draft
Environmental Impact Statement would be a travesty
of sound policy and the public good.

Thank you for your consideration
for Queens Community Board 13. And I had stated my
name previously. I just want to mention the civics
that are joining in this:

Bellerose Commonwealth Civic
Association; Belle Park Manor Terrace Co-0Op;
Creedmoor Civic Association; Glen Oaks Village
Owners Incorporated; Alice Hills Civic Association;
the West Community Civic Association that covers
(unintelligible) Park in the White Park; North
Borough Civic Association; the Queens Civic
Congress; the Queens Village Civic Association; the
Rocky Hill Civic Association, and; the Royal Ranch
Civic Association. And thank you.

THE MODERATOR: Thank you. Up
next I will call New York State Senator Leroy

Comrie. Senator, if you could just state your name
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and your affiliation for the record. He was just
here.

Okay. Thanks to all the elected
officials and the community board representative
for joining us tonight. Of course, if we do see
that other elected officials join us tonight, we
will afford them the opportunity to speak.

But before we begin the public
comment portion of tonight's meeting, we will hear
from Bob Tuttle from Empire State Development on
the public approval process and proposed project,
and then from Michael Goldemberg of VHB about the
environmental analysis.

MR. TUTTLE: Thank you, Anthony.
Good evening, everyone, and thank you for joining
tonight's scoping meeting. I'm Bob Tuttle, I'm the
project manager for the Creedmoor Mixed-Use
Project, and I'm in the real estate development and
planning division at Empire State Development.

Tonight we'll be walking everyone
through the proposed project. Before that, I want
to take a moment to discuss the purpose of
tonight's meeting and the process that we'll be

going through going forward.
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The purpose of the public scoping
meeting is to obtain comments on the Draft Scope of
Work for the Environmental Impact Statement or the
DETIS.

Scoping is the beginning of the
public review process and it's designed to
determine the scope of issues to be studied in the
Environmental Impact Statement. Comments from
government agencies and members the public help us
to identify relevant and key issues of concern,
which will then guide the scope of analysis
conducted for the environmental review.

The comments received here tonight
along with those that are submitted throughout the
comment period, will be considered and responded to
in a Final Scope of Work. And the Final Scope of
Work i1s what guides the analysis conducted as part
of the DEIS. This analysis will assess the
potential for environmental impacts related to the
proposed project.

As I mentioned, scoping reflects
the beginning of the public process. No decisions
will be made today. Tonight's session is to hear

your comments on the Draft Scope of Work.
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Aside from verbal comments
received tonight, we will accept the written
comments through the end of the comment period,
which is 5:00 p.m. Eastern time on Monday, August
19th.

The Draft Scope of Work is
available to be downloaded from ESD's website.
Copies of the Draft Scope of Work can be requested
via email, mail, or phone as shown on this slide
and also in the chat. This information will be
shown later in the meeting if you need to take
notes on the addresses again.

I want to take a moment to look at
the timeline ahead. So here is the environmental
review timeline from the publication of the draft
scoping document, all the way through the
publication of the Final Environmental Impact
Statement and adoption of those findings.

As lead agency for environmental
review of the proposed project under the New York
State Environmental Quality Review Act, ESD has
determined that a Draft Environmental Impact
Statement will be required. ESD first issued a

Notice of Positive Declaration, a Public Scoping
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Notice, and Intent to Prepare a DEIS on July 1lst of
this year, which was distributed by mail rather by
email to involve an interested agency and posted on
ESD's website along with the Draft Scope of Work.

In addition to the email
distribution and posting on the ESD website, the
Notice appeared in the Environmental Notice
Bulletin and the print edition of the Queens
Chronicle and the New York Daily News.

The publication of the final
scoping document, DEIS, and adoption of the general
project plan is expected to occur at the end of
this year or the beginning of 2025. In conjunction
with the publication of those materials, there will
be a public hearing and comment period similar to
the public meeting and comment period we're in
right now for the Draft Scope of Work.

The conclusion of environmental
review process was expected to occur in mid to late
2025 with the publication of the Final EIS,
adoption of SEQRA findings, and the affirmation of
the general project plan by ESD's board.

The proposed project is a Type 1

action for the -- per SEQRA with ESD as the lead
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agency.

An Environmental Impact Statement
will be prepared to:

Assess the potential environmental
impact of the proposed action;

Present mitigation measures for
identified significant adverse impact, and;

Explore alternatives that may
avoid or reduce potential impacts.

Development of the Proposed
Project 1is anticipated to occur in several phases
with the first phase beginning in 2027, and the
final phase completing in 2040. So the build year
that will be analyzed in the EIS is 2040.

For those of you who have been
participating in this project since the visioning
sessions began in January 2023, I first want to say
thank you for your ideas, comments, and commitment
to your neighborhood. And thank you for being here
tonight and your continued involvement.

The proposed project I'll present
tonight includes some modest changes from the
master plan that was published in December of 2023.

I know we've received comments in the past few
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months about possible changes to the project that
are not reflected in the project within the Draft
Scope of Work. Please don't construe this as the
State not listening to your comments.

The environmental analysis for
this project is only as robust as the Draft Scope
of Work. Which means, to have the best possible
information from which to make decisions about the
future of the project, we need to analyze the
reasonable worst-case scenario.

We're committed to undertaking a
robust analysis of the Proposed Project and your
comments are essential to inform that analysis.

Now let's take a look at the
Proposed Project. And for those who have been
involved with this project for the last year and
half, please bear with me as I briefly provide some
background for folks that are joining the
conversation for the first time.

The Project Site is located in the
eastern section of Queens. It's largely bordered
by Hillside Avenue to the south, Winchester
Boulevard to the west, Union Turnpike to the north,

and a mix of public and private properties, along
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with 240 Street, to the east.

The Project Site is approximately
59 acres within the 125-acre Creedmoor campus. The
remaining approximately 66 acres will continue to
provide patient services and be operated by the New
York Office of Mental Health and the Office for
People with Developmental Disabilities.

Due to changes in how services are
provided by the Office of Mental Health and the
Office for People with Developmental Disabilities,
these state agencies have consolidated their
operations and a portion of the campus has become
underutilized. However, both agencies continue to
bear the financial and administrative burdens of
securing and maintaining these vacant and
deteriorating buildings. And the surrounding
neighborhoods have a large underutilized and gated
area within their community. This underutilized
area 1is our Project Site.

The Proposed Project envisions
weaving the Creedmoor campus into the surrounding
neighborhoods. It's also an opportunity to help
deliver on Governor Hochul and the NYS

legislature's most recent budget and associated
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legislation to address the housing crisis, and make
the state more affordable and livable for all New
Yorkers through increasing the housing supply and
promoting affordability of those housing units.

The Proposed Project was developed
through community engagement, consisting of three
rounds of workshops that informed the Creedmoor
Community Master Plan that was published in
December 2023, and a listening tour with local
civic associations and the community board to
gather reactions to that master plan.

The Proposed Project would
redevelop the Project Site from a gated and
underused campus into a vibrant mixed-use community
with visual and physical connections to better
integrate the Project Site with the adjacent
neighborhoods. The project would include
much-needed mixed-income housing, public and
private open space, community amenities, and
neighborhood retail. The Proposed Action would
also facilitate upgrades and improvements to the
Project Site's infrastructure, which is outdated
and inappropriate to support the proposed

redevelopment.
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In addition to housing and
amenities, the Proposed Project would further the
State's commitment to minority and women-owned
business enterprises by creating access to jobs and
contracting opportunities during the planning and
construction phases of the project. Redevelopment
of the Project Site would also address
environmental and safety conditions caused by the
site's previous uses and deteriorating building
stock.

Redevelopment of the Project Site
would provide a range of housing options including
affordable and market-rate homeownership
opportunities; affordable housing in a mix of
studio to three-bedroom units; and affordable
housing with wrap-around services to support the
needs of seniors, individuals contending with
mental illness, and our nation's veterans. These
homeownership and rental units will be interspersed
throughout the Project Site. The housing building
types would come in the form of multifamily
buildings, triplexes, and semi-detached homes.

Due to ongoing consultation with

partner agencies that have uses on the site and the
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addition of a standalone parking garage, some
housing units were removed from this plan and the
housing count is 100 units less than the master
plan released last December.

Also mixed throughout the site
will be community facilities, which are envisioned
to include older adult centers, an early child
education center, and a community center.
Additionally, the project includes space for
small-scale retail to help meet some of the
commercial needs in the area and create jobs; and a
public school that would be built as the need for
additional school seat capacity and funding is
identified by the City's Department of Education
and School Construction Authority.

The site will include an extensive
amount of public and private open space. The most
prominent public open space will be the town square
in the center of the site, which will provide a
place to convene for new and existing residents of
the area.

The Proposed Project will include
parking structures at the base of many of the

multifamily and rental buildings. It will also
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include surface parking lots interspersed
throughout the site, driveways for the
semi-detached homes, and street parking as part of
the new roadway network. And as mentioned earlier,
the plan now includes garage parking in a
stand-alone structure, which adds over one-hundred
spaces to the Proposed Project from the project
that you saw in December.

The design of the Proposed Project
places the 2 and 3-story buildings closest to the
similarly tall buildings along the eastern portion
of the site. The 4-story buildings are located
along Hillside Avenue. And taller buildings,
ranging from 5 to 8 stories, are placed in the
center of the site and in the northern portion of
the site along Union Turnpike, which is the
furthest from existing housing and nearest the
18-story Creedmoor Psychiatric Center.

Here's a look at the Proposed
Project by the numbers. Please note that these
numbers are approximate.

The residential housing units
would include 1,526 homeownership units and 1,249

rental units. The rental units would be a mix of
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393 units dedicated for affordable senior housing,
428 units of affordable supportive housing, and 428
units of affordable rental housing.

76,000 gross square feet would be
for neighborhood retail;

160,700 gross square feet for
community facility space, with over 16,000 for
older adult centers, over 8,000 for an early
childhood education center, and a 120,000 sqgquare
feet public school;

There would be 3,200 parking
spaces distributed amongst garages, surface lots,
driveways, and street parking, and;

13 acres of open space, of which
roughly half would be publicly accessible.

The Proposed Actions associated
with this project include:

Adoption and affirmation of a
General Project Plan by the ESD Board;

Disposition of the Project Site
from the Dormitory Authority of the State of New
York, and;

Acquisition of the Project Site by

ESD for future conveyance of the site to a
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development team;

Funding and financing related to
infrastructure improvements and affordable housing;

Approval by the New York State
Public Authorities Control Board, and;

A future mapping action to add the
new roadways within the Project Site to the City's
official street map.

This concludes the portion of
tonight's presentation detailing the Proposed
Project. Again, thank you for your participation
and we look forward to your comments.

I'll now turn it over to Michael
Goldemberg, with the consultant team conducting the
environmental analysis, to explain more about the
Environmental Impact Statement.

Michael?

MR. GOLDEMBERG: Thank you, Bob.
Good evening. I am Michael Goldemberg with VHB.

In the next few slides, I will explain the
environmental process and summarize the Draft Scope
of Work to prepare an Environmental Impact
Statement or EIS.

The Draft Scope of Work sets the
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Framework for the EIS including a description of
the methodologies for the 19 Technical Areas that
will be studied in the EIS. I will not describe
all of these because the detailed methodology for
each is included in the Draft Scope.

As described earlier, the year the
project will be completed is 2040, which is
referred to as the build year in the EIS.

As the project is located in New
York City, the framework for the EIS is based on
the guidelines of the City Environmental Quality
Manual or CEQR Technical Manual.

Several City and State agencies
will also be involved in the review of some of the
EIS technical areas. The next slides will describe
some key areas of analysis in more detail.

The historic and cultural
resources chapter will assess the potential for
effects to archaeological resources and determine
the potential for direct and indirect effects to
historic resources since the Creedmoor campus 1is
eligible for listing on the State and National
Register as an historic district.

Given the historic status of the
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Project Site, early and ongoing consultation with
the New York State Historic Preservation Office, or
SHPO, will occur to develop measures to avoid,
minimize, and/or mitigate adverse impacts. Since
it is anticipated that the proposed project will
result in an adverse effect, an Alternatives
Analysis will be developed in consultation with
SHPO. ESD will seek to document any mitigation
measures 1identified in a Letter of Resolution with
SHPO.

The transportation chapter of the
EIS will analyze all modes of transportation
including vehicular, transit, and pedestrians as
well as parking.

In terms of traffic, the EIS will
analyze the local traffic network, approximately 23
intersections, including the local roadway network
along Hillside Avenue, Winchester Boulevard and
Union Turnpike.

Staying on traffic, there will be
a detailed analysis that will examine 4 peak
periods; weekday a.m., midday, and p.m., as well as
Saturday.

The EIS will also consider site
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access and evaluate local roadway modifications to
access the site. These are several locations along
Hillside Avenue and the campus, Winchester
Boulevard at Seward, Union Turnpike west of Avenue
C.

ESD will coordinate with the New
York City Department of Transportation for the
traffic analyses.

The EIS will also include a
parking analysis that will look at parking demand
anticipated to be generated by the project as well
as off-street and on-street parking supply.

In terms of transit, the EIS will
include an assessment of key bus routes including
the Q43 and Q46. ESD will coordinate with the MTA
for the bus analyses.

Pedestrian and vehicular safety
evaluations will also be prepared.

Given the size of the project site
at 59 acres, construction activities are expected
to be self-contained to the campus.

The EIS will also analyze
construction activities including a description of

phasing, staging, and equipment to be utilized.
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The EIS will also provide
quantitative assessments of the transportation
network during construction and potential impacts
from construction noise and air emissions.

Again, all of these is documented
in the Draft Scope. Thank you very much. I will
now turn it back over to Bob.

MR. TUTTLE: Thank you, Michael.
As a reminder, scoping is the beginning of the
public process and we anticipate that this will
continue into mid to late 2025. So thank you to
everyone that's going to share their comment
tonight.

Remember, if you're not sharing
your comment tonight, there's a 30-day comment
period that ends on Monday, August 19th, and you
can submit comments via email, voicemail, or
through letter.

I, along with my ESD colleagues,
and Michael along with his colleagues at VHB, will
be here for the duration of the meeting to hear
your comments.

I'll now pass it back to Anthony

to begin the Public Comment portion of the scoping
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meeting.

Anthony?

THE MODERATOR: Thank you, Bob.
Before we begin the Public Comment portion of this
public meeting, I will once again share
instructions for those who wish to view the meeting
with American Sign Language interpretation.

Please refer to the instructions
for joining the meeting by computer or by phone. I
will pause for 20 seconds to allow participants to
pin the ASL interpreter as needed.

As I mentioned at the beginning of
the meeting, if you signed up to speak during the
registration process, your name has already been
recorded.

If you did not sign up to speak
before the start of tonight's meeting but would
like to speak, please identify yourself using the
"Raise Hand" function on Zoom. Instructions for
this are being shown on your screen right now and
can be found in the Zoom Chat.

If you are joining by phone only,
you may dial *6 to indicate your desire to provide

testimony. Participants using the "Raise Hand"
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function or *6 will be added to the end of the
speaker list. Once you have spoken, we will
"lower" your hand.

The option to sign up to speak
will end at the close of the meeting, at 8:00 p.m.
Each speaker will be allotted 3 minutes to assure
that everyone gets a chance to provide their
comments here tonight.

Finally, I want to remind you that
the purpose of this meeting is to afford you an
opportunity to make comments about the Draft Scope
of Work for the DEIS. This is not a
guestion-and-answer session.

I'll begin by calling the names of
those who have registered to speak or the last 3
digits of your phone number if you are using the
telephone dial-in option and not the Zoom App.

Now, please listen carefully for
instructions on the public comment process. When
your name or the last three digits of your phone 1is
called out, you'll have the option to share your
video when you speak. You'll be prompted to unmute
yourself, and we will make sure you are ready to --

you are ready before starting the time clock.
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When three minutes have passed,
you will be muted and your wvideo will be shut off
to allow for the next speaker, and you'll be
invited to send any remaining comments to ESD's
mailing or email address.

Before you begin to speak, please
state your name and affiliation for the record. If
you're appearing as a representative of an
organization or governmental entity, please
identify the organization or entity.

We also ask that speakers exercise
civil conduct during their testimony. Speakers
using inappropriate language will be muted and
cautioned before being allowed to continue.

Please, also be reminded that this
is not a Q&A session.

The first five speakers will be
Giovanni Belen, Miriam Bensman, Richard Berney,
Suzanne Peritz, and Arlene Schlesinger. Please,
prepare to speak.

The first speaker will be Giovanni
Belen.

Giovanni Belen?

(No response.)
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Moving on to Miriam Benson.
(No response.)

Moving on to Richard Berney.
(No response.)

Moving on to Suzanne Peritz.
MS. PERITZ: I'm here.

THE MODERATOR: Thank you.

Please, state your name and affiliation for the

record.

MS. PERITZ: So my name 1is Suzanne
Peritz. I'm the president of the Rocky Hill Civic
Association. Our civic borders this project on two

sides, the west of Winchester Boulevard and south
of Hillside. We will be most affected by this
project.

We will be overwhelmed by it, by
its intensity. It is way too dense. Borough

President Richards said we should work together to

get what we want. It's not about what we want,
it's what we don't want. We do not want high
density.

I notice in some of the diagrams
you have an entrance right at Seward Avenue.

Seward Avenue 1s a small avenue. It is not meant

MGR REPORTING, INC.,
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for a throughway. And it's you -- you're going to
overwhelm the neighborhood. This is a low-density
suburban field. If you add a thousand units -- if

you add 3000 units, we are going to be like Astoria
and Long Island City and you're going to destroy
the gquality of this neighborhood. It should be
lowered to a thousand units, which would be in
character with the area.

In terms of how much assisted
living you want, we have many homeless and drug
addiction centers already on the Creedmoor Campus.

Those are going to stay after you do all this

construction. Why are you inflicting more of these
neighborhood -- these type of settings on us? We
already have these settings in the area. It's
going -- it's too much or you're overburdening us.

You mentioned a lot of commercial
property. We are not looking to increase the
commercial property. It should only reflect how
much is put into this new neighborhood.

We don't need a new shopping

center right here. You have not included enough
senior housing or veteran housing. Those are the
ones who need it the most. You want to put
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don't want tall buildings on Union Turnpike.
You're going to destroy the feel, the residential
feel of this neighborhood.

What you're doing is -- what
you're planning on doing is way too dense for this
area. And you are -- by the way, your traffic
study should also include Seward Avenue, sSO you can
see how during rush hour, too many people already
use Seward Avenue and we don't need more people
using it. Thank you very much.

THE MODERATOR: Thank you. The
next speaker will be Arlene Schlesinger.

MS. SCHLESINGER: Good evening.
Can you hear me?

THE MODERATOR: Yes. Please,
state your name and your affiliation for the
record.

MS. SCHLESINGER: My name 1is
Arlene Schlesinger and I represent the Holliswood
Civic Association. I have in my hand a signed
petition. Okay? With 47 -- over 4,700 local
residents and voters who are against this

(unintelligible), those 47 -- 4700 local residents
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represent families, which represents at least
15,000 individuals who live in the Bellerose Queens
village and surrounding neighborhood areas. This
number is just one of the grassroots positions and
does not reflect all the people who oppose this
plan as a stance.

Firstly, we ask that you work with
our elected officials, groups like Queen Civic
United, Community Board 13, and the Queen Civic
Congress. We have all written to you repeatedly
about our counter proposals. I am here to ask
Empire State Development and Governor Hochul to
actually meet with us just elected officials and
civics who represent the actual residents here
allow us to come to some reasonable density number
that we can live with.

We are not against the development
of Creedmore, but we are strongly against the
density being considered. The plan of almost 2,800
units would generate an influx of over 11,000
people in this small suburban area. Drain our
already overburdened electrical grid, exacerbate
traffic, congestion strain, transportation,

parking, medical resources, police, fire
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departments are just a few things that you really
have not come up with definitive resolutions to
move forward with this plan.

This plan, unfortunately, has
remained unchanged in the last year with not one
concession. 110 buildings on a 58-acre parcel is a
city and not keeping with the suburban nature of
the existing area.

We remind you of the already
homeless and respite and drug rehabilitation
organizations that already occupy many parts of the
south campus of Creedmoor, which will remain there
when this building starts. When is it enough?

The Creedmoor property also has a
rich history of our American Indian culture. As
you state in your own proposal that must be
explored with archeologic -- with an archeological
find done by the New York State Parks Recreation
and Historic Park Reservation.

Instead of listening to the voices
of those who are not from our community and who
only represent organized housing groups, unions,
developers, and others who really don't know our

community or care about i1it, we urge you to reduce
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the density to an acceptable level and allow common
sense to prevail.

Compromise is not a loss for you,
nor is it a win for us but it would bring us closer
to your goals and ours to build something amazing
that fits in the suburban landscape meets housing
needs, and make this plan work for all of us.

With that said, again, we urge ESD
and Governor Hochul to set up that meeting and we
can discuss this proposal as mutually concerned New
Yorkers.

THE MODERATOR: Sorry. Thank you
for your comment. I have to move on to the next
speakers. The next five speakers are Edward
Goydas, Rhonda Polen, Madeep Sahi, Ronda Contner,
Sushma Lakeram.

And next up I will call Edward

Goydas.
Edward Goydas.
(No response.)
Okavy. I will call Rhonda Polen.
MR. POLEN: Hello. Hello.
THE MODERATOR: Yes, we can hear
you. Please make your main affiliation for the
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record.

MR. POLEN: Hi, my name is Rhonda
Polen. I live on Seward Avenue, which is pretty
close by. I just agree with everyone regarding the

density that that has not been listened to far as
the local residents and community people here.

We call it Country Queens out here
and I'd like it to remain that way. That's really
what I have to add to this.

And the roads are very crowded
during rush hour. You can't even get down to 34th
Street. I mean, it just backs up onto Seward
Avenue daily. Thank you.

THE MODERATOR: Thank you. The
next speaker will be Madeep Sahi. Madeep Sahi.

Madeep, we've asked you to unmute.

MR. SAHTI: Yes. Hi. Can you hear
me”?

THE MODERATOR: Yes, we can.

MR. SAHT: Okavy.

THE MODERATOR: Please, state your

name and affiliation for the record.

MR. SAHI: Yes, my name is Madeep
Sahi. I'm local resident and I have concerns about
MGR REPORTING, INC.,
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whatever is going on in my community. I am a local
resident and I'm concerned, again, I'm concerned
for density. And we already have a very dense
neighborhood, not as comparatively story as Jackson
Heights. But the reason that we want to live here
and we move here is to just to make sure that we
live in a harmony and low-density population area.
And I would like to keep it that way. Thank vyou
for listening to me. Have a good day.

THE MODERATOR: Thank you. I will
now call up Ronda Contner.

Ronda Contner?

Rhonda, let us know when you're
ready. We've asked you to unmute. Rhonda, we see
that you're on, but --

All right. We will move on to
Sushma Lakeram.

Sushma Lakeram?

Okay. The next five speakers will
be Eric Hutchinson, Michael White, Tanya Cruz, Jo
Vasquez, and Sergio Reingoud.

Next up, Eric Hutchinson.

MR. HUTCHINSON: Hello, my name 1is

Eric (unintelligible) Hutchinson. I am a Native
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Queens resident. Number one, I work with ELM, or
Youth and Adult Activity, which is down the street.
As a Queens native and a provider of support
services, I just want to make sure that we
understand you know, what the opportunity that
presents itself can do for people of color in our
neighborhood and in our community. There's still a
great need for affordable housing that's
guote-ungquote still a big guestion. What 1is
affordable?

There were plenty of -- black and
brown people in our community who are leaving
Queens because they can't afford to live in Queens.
My children who are in Queens you know, have
difficulty securing and finding their own housing.
So my grandchildren as well, where are they going
to be? So you know, we have to take this
opportunity to make sure that we afford you know,
maybe we can talk about the density.

But also veterans are still in

need of housing. I've been servicing veterans for
over 30 years. There's not a veterans supportive
housing in Queens, the Borough of Queens. They're

in the Bronx, they're in Manhattan, they're in
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So yes,

support services in Queens to help us heroes.

a veteran as well who serves this
still need assistance and help in
serve our people in our community
good place to stay. Thank you.

THE MODERATOR:
comment.

The next person
Michael White.

Michael White?

MR. WHITE:

THE MODERATOR:
you.

MR. WHITE:
is Michael White.

THE MODERATOR:

affiliation for the record.

MR. WHITE:

Good evening.

62

There are none 1in Queens.

there is still a need for

I'm
Country and we
being able to

who deserve a

Thank you for your

to speak will be

I am here.

Yes, we can hear

My name

Your name and

My name is Michael

White and I am out of Local 45 Carpenters Union for

Queens.
area.

quickly.

I'm a business agent that covers this

I'd just like to make a statement very
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I've been a part of this program
from the very first community board meeting. And
initially, a lot of it was supposed to be workforce
housing. My members came down and their number one
request, the members that lived in that area were
that this is to be built union to which the people
that were working the event removed the post-it
notes directly behind all my members.

So we had genuine concerns,
especially since portions of this is supposed to be
workforce housing and people are supposed to be
able to afford to purchase it, right. Workforce, I
think of police firefighters, and construction
trades.

If the construction trades are not
unions that build this project, you can forget
about them being able to afford to live in this
little mini city that they want to build.

A PLA would be perfect. That
would include local minority hires, including local
contractors, which would allow the carpenters union
and to recruit Queens residents that live in the
area. That way we can give a hand up and a step

up . And it's not just a job that's temporary,
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doing odds and ends and sweeping streets, but to
teach them a trade, a skill that will build a
lifetime's worth of wealth for them to be able to
turn around and purchase one of these properties
and create generational wealth for the rest of
their families.

And the union is how I've done
that. How the 2000 members of Local 45 have done
that and the 20,000 members of the New York City
District Council of Carpenters have done that
entirely through hard work training and a fair wage
and labor standards provided to us by the council
and hardworking men and women all around the five
Boroughs.

This is life changing. Not only
is this making this little area into an existing
livable structure, including schools and housing
and places to eat and buy and play, but it's got to
be done with some sort of standard because I can
guarantee you 1f this goes to their standard
non-union contractors in this area, not a single
worker on this project will be able to afford one
of these homes. Thank you for your time.

THE MODERATOR: Thank you. The
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next speaker is Tanya Cruz.

Tanya Cruz?

The next speaker is Jo Vasquez.

Jo Vasquez?

The next speaker is Sergio
Reingoud.

Sergio?

The next five speakers are Ni
Howard, Patricia Robinson, David Pecoraro, Jaslyn
Kaur, Miriam Chaves.

The next speaker is Ni Howard.

Ni Howard?

The next speaker is Patricia
Robinson. Patricia Robinson?

The next speaker is Jaslyn Kaur.

Jaslyn Kaur?

The next speaker is David
Pecoraro.

MS. KAUR: Hello. I'm sorry, I'm
here.

THE MODERATOR: Oh'! Could you

state your name and affiliation for the record?

MS. KAUR: Yes, of course. Thank
you. And hello, my name is Jaslin Kaur. I'm a
MGR REPORTING, INC.,
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lifelong resident of Glen Oaks. I'm also a former
Community Board 13 member.

I'm also almost 30 years old and
still living at home with my family, knowing that
rents have only increased, my family is paying off
the mortgage on their home, and the potential for
housing is slim in the City of New York. As I'm
sure many of us understand.

I was able to meet a lot of my
neighbors throughout the wvarious wvisioning sessions
in the past year. And I've also knocked on many
thousands of doors from Glen Oaks to Hollis Hills
to Bellerose and more. And I've met a lot of
families who hope to not only leave this -- who
hope to not leave this neighborhood for fear of
rising costs. And I've also met parents who
supported affordable housing opportunities for
their children, for workers, and for any new
neighbors who are severely rent-burdened.

I'd really like to challenge the
points made about the character of this proposal
being in congress with the neighborhood. Given
that there are several large-scale buildings,

housing many hundreds of families, and I
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specifically point to the Monte Excelsior by Grand
Central Parkway, the multifamily structures and
Fresh Meadows, and of course what we all recognize
as the North Shore Towers.

And to quote Will Spisak who's a
Glen Oaks Co-op shareholder, and a dear friend,
that gquote, "In Eastern Queens, we already have
numerous examples of six to eight-story buildings,
existing side by side with two and three-story
garden apartments and single-family homes." And
with that, I am disappointed by the several
arguments denying ability to accommodate new
density.

And for my second point, I really
you know, would like to stress that you know, I've
witnessed for years plans for greenways, bike
lanes, and bus lanes being severely delayed or
denied. And it's felt extremely hard as a commuter
who takes the Q46 bus to the E&F train for an
unfairly long commute as we see MTA infrastructure
crumbling.

So I'd really like to see
significant improvements in our transit

infrastructure. And I would also really like to
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stress that refusing improvements 1s not an excuse
for not building more dense housing. You know,
improved public transit, incentivizes usage and
significantly alleviates the congestion that I hear
many folks are voicing.

And I also hear that there 1is
rising homelessness in this area. And you know,
frankly, providing affordable housing is a proven
solution and to alleviating homelessness.

And so, you know I ask you know,
if it's a fundamental update -- if a fundamental
update to a community serving such a diverse
population too much to ask, how many more times are
we willing to strike down good faith plans to
intervene in many intertwined crises of the city?
And if it is not our responsibility to house
people, I ask whose responsibility is it supposed
to be?

And I really believe that kicking
the can down the road is going to leave many people
behind. I think of current generations such as
myself and many people on the Zoom and future
generations of this area who I know will thank us

for providing more avenues for affordable housing
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instead of (unintelligible). Thank you for your
time.

THE MODERATOR: Thank you. The
next speaker will be David Pecoraro.

MR. PECORARO: Yes. One moment.
Yes, my name is David Pecoraro for identification
purposes only. I am a member of Queens Community
Board 13, and I am the Secretary of the Rosedale
Civic Association. I do not speak for either
entity.

Prior speakers have correctly
stated that a majority of Community Board 13
opposed the pre-board plan as stated. However, it
was not a unanimous vote and I was one of the
people who voted against the motion.

I associate myself with President
Donvan Richard's comments. And I just want to let
it be known that one of the reasons why I Jjoined
the unanimous board in the opposition to City of
Yes, was the lack of any commitment to affordable
housing. This proposal does include affordable
housing, in fact, include affordable housing that
the prior speaker was I believe referring to.

And I would hope that somewhere
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between what the Borough president has proposed and
what the community is requesting, that we can
arrive at a solution that meets the housing needs
for affordable housing for seniors, for veterans.

And I do note also, as the prior
speaker said, not only are there multi-story
buildings surrounding the campus, they're currently
multi-story buildings on the campus. So it would
not be completely out of scope to have multi-story
buildings, but the community needs to have input
into the process. But I hope that everybody can be
respected at this. Thank you.

THE MODERATOR: Thank you. The
next speaker is Miriam Chaves.

Miriam Chaves?

The next five speakers are Cathy
Lato, Diane Alaggia, Robert Frederick, Yiatin Chu,
and Deirdre Bonini.

The next speaker is Cathy Lato.

Cathy Lato?

THE MODERATOR: The next speaker
is Diane Alaggia.

MS. ALAGGIA: Hi, this is Diane.

I'm having a problem with my monitor. Can you hear
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me”?

THE MODERATOR: Yes, we can hear
you.

MS. ALAGGIA: Okavy.

THE MODERATOR: We cannot see you.

MS. ALAGGIA: Okay. I don't know
why I can't get the camera to work. I apologize.

My concern --

THE MODERATOR: Oh, can you please
state your --

MS. ALAGGIA: Oh, I'm sorry.
Yeah.

THE MODERATOR: -- your name and
affiliation for the record.

MS. ALAGGIA: I apologize. My

name is Diane Alaggia. I'm not affiliated with
anyone. I have lived in Floral Park my entire
life. I commute into Manhattan on an express bus.

Usually, it's the one on Hillside Avenue, the F68,

and the amount of traffic is mind-boggling. I get

on Little Neck Parkway. My commute is Hillside all
the way down to Queens Boulevard and then up to the
expressway.

To add the number of homes that
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are being suggested, I think is a little insane. I
understand the other woman's concern with
affordable housing, but quite frankly, looking at
the plans that were presented tonight, there isn't
going to be as much affordable housing as we need.

There are guite a few -- in
addition to all the migrants, there are quite a few
homeless people. You go into pretty much any store
and i1it's just crowded. And the respect that people
seem to have for each other no longer exists. And
I think when you start adding in multi-story homes
like six, seven stories, you know, most of the
towers stick out like a sore thumb and it's ugly.

When you see people, you know,
tearing down homes and building these "McMansions"
they also stick out 1like a sore thumb. I don't see
any reason why we can't have affordable housing in
units that are at max three stories.

And I think more attention needs
to be paid to mass transit getting people in and
out of this new area, this new community. There's
no way that the Q43 or the Q46 can accommodate an
additional, you know, two to 3000 people. Easy.

And that's assuming you don't have four or five
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families moving into each unit.
I just think that a little bit

more attention needs to be paid to what the actual

community wants. I've sat in on a number of the
workshops. I agree with gquite a few things that
were presented at other workshops. And I'm just

concerned that the number of people that they're
planning to move in, just won't -- it's too much
for the community. People move here so that they
get away from some of the congestion in places like
Astoria. You don't want another Astoria here. You
want Astoria, move to Astoria.

You know, we want to be able to
walk around, we want to have a little bit of
property, not going to get that with this new plan.
And I'm very, very concerned about the
transportation.

So thank you very much for the
time. I appreciate it. And again, apologies that
I can't get my camera to work.

THE MODERATOR: Thank you for your
comment. The next speaker is Robert Frederick.

Robert Frederick?

MR. FREDRICK: You cannot start
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your video because the host has stopped it. Let me
put the wvideo on.

THE MODERATOR: We've asked you to
start your video. You just have to click.

MR. FREDRICK: What I'm doing?

THE MODERATOR: Okay. We can see
you.

MR. FREDRICK: Okay.

THE MODERATOR: Please, state your
name and affiliation for the record.

MR. FREDRICK: Can you please
start the clock back at three minutes? Can you
start the clock at three minutes? You started the
clock before I started.

My name is Bob Fredrick. I'm
president of Glen Oaks Village Co-op with 10,000
residents living less than a quarter of a mile from
Creedmoor.

At ESD's first public hearing, a
coalition of stakeholders representing 14 Eastern
Queen Civic Association leaders, advanced a set of
reasonable and achievable goals for the development
of the Creedmoor property that the local community

could support.
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The local civics engaged ESD
numerous times during this process. And were
encouraged to do so by ESD's stated guiding
principle, "To conduct a community-driven effort
that prioritize engagement with local stakeholders
throughout its development closely."
Unfortunately, the ESDs Creedmoor master plan fails
-- falls far short of that goal.

A conclusion was also reached by
Community Board 13 and the Queen Civic Congress,
representing nearly 100 Queen Civic associations.
The plan would dramatically increase congestion,
overwhelm infrastructure, tax city services,
decrease property values, and negatively impact the
quality of 1life of the surrounding community.

We asked for buildings no taller
than three stories, the ESD plan gives us high
density of more than 2,500 apartments and 110
buildings that are four, six, and eight stories.
This is twice the density of nearby Glen 0Oaks
Village.

We ask for no homeless shelters,
the ESD plan gives us supportive housing and 35

percent of all rental units.
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New York State defines supportive
housing as "Families or individuals who are
homeless and have one more disabling condition,
such as serious mental illness, substance abuse
problems, chronic homelessness or formally
incarcerated or individuals reentering the
community from juvenile justice placement." This
community is already oversaturated with such
housing including group homes. Creedmoor 1is
responsible for 25 percent of all calls to the one
of fifth precinct. Police resources that are no
longer available to the community at large.
Supportive housing as the plan calls for to make
this situation even worse and further compromise
quality of life.

We ask for non-rental apartments
to be affordable, similar to nearby co-ops where an
apartment can be purchased for $225,000. The ESD
plan will significantly drive down prices of
already affordable co-ops, creating financial
burdens to community residents. The plan sets
income eligibility at up to a hundred percent of
AMI that means very, very low-income individuals.

We want AMI eligibility to be set
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at 81 percent to 165 percent of AMI, which New York
State defines as moderate to middle income.

We ask for adequate parking, the
plan calls for signed parking and --

THE MODERATOR: Thank you. Thank
you for your comment. Your time is now up.

The next speaker will be Yiatin

Chu.

Yiatin Chu?

MS. CHU: Hi there. Can you hear
me”?

THE MODERATOR: Yes. Please state

your name and affiliation for the record.

MS. CHU: Sure. I'm trying to
start my video.

THE MODERATOR: We can see you and
we can hear you.

MS. CHU: Oh, okay. Great. Thank
you so much. I appreciate that. My name 1is Yiatin
Chu. I'm a homeowner in Eastern Queens and a
candidate for state senate.

The Creedmoor mixed-use project in

my district is in my district. We welcome the
development of Creedmoor. However, the greatest
MGR REPORTING, INC.,
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concern for the nearby community is the number of
units planned, nearly three times what we want in
this area. The density and the height of the
proposed buildings are a huge issue.

Quality of 1life is the biggest
concern for most residents in Eastern Queens, where
we are mostly homeowners who have invested our 1life
savings and continued to pay high property taxes to
live in this less dense area of New York City.

We believe there can be a balance
of adding more housing options that is in keeping
with the neighborhood -- the character of our
neighborhoods.

Additionally, we must invest in
infrastructure, transportation, and essential
services like police and fire stations, schools,
and hospitals that will be needed for the thousands
of new residents that we are planning to build for.

The projected timeframe to build
this project will be over a decade. I'm seriously
concerned the impacts of the community nearby,
that'll be impacted and suffering through these
constructions. Please, listen to our concerns on

density and revise the plan so that we have
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something to look forward to. Thank you.

THE MODERATOR: Thank you. The
next speaker is Deirdre Bonini.

Deirdre Bonini. Deirdre?

MS. BONINTI: Okay. All right.
Okay. My name 1is Deirdre Bonini. I am a resident
of Bellerose. I have been for 20 years, and I
actually grew up in Nassau County but purposely
moved to this area because it was affordable and
also had the suburban feel, which is what I would
like it to continue to Dbe.

So I agree with many people that
are talking about the proposed number of units that
are too much and are going to be overbearing for
our neighborhood.

I already see an increase of
traffic over the past few years of coming home from

work, and this is just going to increase that even

more.
And one thing I also wanted to

note was the -- what they're talking about of the

seats for school as an -- as-needed basis or

whatever they're saying, is that something that has

to be determined beforehand?
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I'm actually a New York City

not in this area, but in another

overcrowded area where we're supposed to be

implementing lower class sizes and we can't because

there are no places for the children to go.

classes are still overcrowded.

And if something

like that is not decided in the beginning when

they're building,

that's also going to be over

--over-overstimulating the schools that are over

here, that they're going to be overburdened with

the influx of people moving in.

homeowners and everything else,
think about the schools and the students and what's

best for them in the future too.

for me.

So it's not even just us as

You also have to

And that's all

THE MODERATOR: Thank you. The

next five speakers will be Zakaria Kazmi, Philip

Malizia, Waael Abdallh, Carl Adair, and Pedro

Sabchez.

Kazmi.

me all right?

The next speaker will be Zakaria

MR. KAZMI: Hello.

Can you hear

MGR REPORTING, INC.,
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THE MODERATOR: Yes, we can hear

you.

MR. KAZMI: Hi, my name is Zakaria
Kazmi. I'm a Queens Village resident. Can see the
Fremont campus outside my window right now. So I'm

just down the block.

I'm speaking from the perspective
of a young person who's just entered the workforce
and i1s looking forward to building my family and
career here in Queens, where I've lived all my life
and in the community I've lived for the past 15
years. So I'm speaking out in support of this
project.

I, unlike many of the other
speakers today, would not like to see a reduction
in the density. I actually called for this site to
be -- sorry, for the plan to be enforced as it 1is
and not to have any units removed from the current
plan. And the reason that this is important to me
is as someone who 1is looking to start my life here
in the city that starts with finding a home,
finding a place to live. And that's currently
impossible for me in the community where I

currently live.
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So ensuring that there is access
to affordable housing for me and other young people
-—- other people looking to start their lives here
in New York is incredibly important to me. And the
opportunity to build that in my own community is
really great.

I think that this proposal also
addresses a really drastic need across the city for
housing and affordable housing. I think that we
need to step up for each other as a city and use
the space that we have to address the crisis that
we have. And I think the need for housing is so
great in the city that this opportunity is not one
that we can afford to miss. Thank you.

THE MODERATOR: Thank you. The
next speaker will be Philip Malizia.

MR. MALTIZIA: Am I on?

THE MODERATOR: We can hear you.

MR. MALIZIA: Okay. My name 1is
Phil Mellisia. I have 28 years with the New York
City Department of Sanitation. I'm retired. I'm
on the County Committee of the 33rd Assembly
District FCD. And I oppose the economic

development, which could impede the quality of
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life. It could put a strain on city services. It
will overwhelm our schools, our hospitals overwhelm
our sewers, our current infrastructure.

I'm not against sensible economic
development, and I hope there'll be a bipartisan
consensus between everyone. But I think it's going
to be a disaster and it doesn't fall in a character
with the integrity of the neighborhood. I'm
against congestion, the overcrowding and this will
adversely negatively impact our communities. And
that's all I have to say.

THE MODERATOR: Thank you.

MR. MALIZIA: Thank you very much.

THE MODERATOR: The next speaker
will be Waael Abdallh. Waael Abdallh?

Waael Abdallh?

The next speaker --

MR. ABDAL: I'm sorry, I don't
need to speak. I don't know why I was flagged, but
I'm okay. Thank vyou.

THE MODERATOR: Thank you. The
next speaker will be Carl Adair.

Carl Adair?

MR. ADAIR: Good evening.
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THE MODERATOR: Thank you.
Please, state your name and your affiliation for
the record.

MR. ADAIR: Right. I'm Father
Carl Adair and I'm the Assistant Director at Zion
Episcopal Church in Douglaston. This is just two
miles north of the Creedmoor (unintelligible).
Many of our parishioners live in Glen Oaks,
(unintelligible) Open Gardens and I'm here to voice
my strong support for the state's plan to build
2,775 units through affordable housing
(unintelligible) .

I'll be brief. We are in a
housing emergency. The cost of housing has far
outpaced wages across the city, and that's the
basic reality that we need to address as a city.
We need a plan whose scope matches the state of
emergency down here.

Those who are most affected are
working people, especially black and brown
families. People who work as MTA operators,
nurses, teachers, home healthcare aides. This
housing emergency cost them the most. And as

Gesline (phonetic) and Zachari have already spoken
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to it costs our children and young people.

There are a number of young adults
who have grown up (unintelligible) who are still
living in their childhood bedrooms because they
can't afford the place they own on an early career
salary. And the only option for them to live on
their own and begin the 1life that they dream of is
to leave this city.

So on behalf of Zion Episcopal
Church in Douglaston, I urge ESD and the Governor
to use this public land for public good, to build
housing for the people who need it most, and to do
it now. That will certainly mean change for the
landscape of Eastern Queens and the people of Zion
are saying yes in our backyard.

We welcome these changes because
they bring us closer to the just and egquitable city
that we want to live in, which is a city where
everybody can flourish. Thank you.

THE MODERATOR: Thank you. The
next speaker will be Pedro Sabchez.

Pedro Sabchez?

(No response.)

The next five speakers will be
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Chris Bates, Mary McGuckin, Vanessa Ospina, Matthew
Joseph, and Mohammad Alam.

The next speaker is Chris Bates.
Chris Bates?

The next speaker is Mary McGuckin.
Mary McGuckin.

The next speaker is Vanessa
Ospina. Vanessa Ospina.

The next speaker is Matthew
Joseph.

Matthew Joseph?

THE MODERATOR: The next speaker
is Mohamed Allam.

Mohamed Allam.

MR. ALAM: Hi, everybody. Can you
hear me?

THE MODERATOR: Yes. We can hear
you and we can see you. Please, state your name
and affiliation for the record.

MR. ALAM: Yeah, my name is
Mohammad Alam. Actually, I'm on the street that
there is a House of Worship in the western state of
the Creedmoor Gate, Islamic Foundation

(unintelligible) . I know that it's including the
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accommodation for the seniors and other things that
are heard. But is there any facilities for the
people for the worship from different religions?
And if it is like -- may I have the information?
That it'll be included in this project or not?

THE MODERATOR: We are only
collecting comments today. We're not -- there's no
Q&A session.

MR. ALAM: Okay. All right. So

then I will -- next time I'll talk about different
things. That was my query for the gquestion. Thank
you.

THE MODERATOR: Thank you for your
comment. The next five speakers will be Paulette
Zimmerman, Saroya Nicholson, Naeisha Rose, Byant
Bell, and Sheike Ward.

The next speaker is Paulette
Zimmerman.

MS. ZIMMERMAN: I'm having
difficulty with my camera; however, my response 1is
two-fold.

THE MODERATOR: Please --

MS. ZIMMERMAN: I represent the

Eighth Center of Queen's campus.

MGR REPORTING, INC.,
1-844-MGR-RPTG



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

88

THE MODERATOR: Please, excuse me,
could you please state your full name for the
record and then your affiliation?

MS. ZIMMERMAN: I'm Reverend
Paulette Zimmerman, and my affiliation is the
Eighth Center of Queens campus. And my response 1is
to both, number one, on behalf of my agency, one of
our major projects 1is permanent supportive housing.
Every morning, our waiting room is packed and
jammed with clients who are in need of housing. So
we have a serious problem in terms of affordable
housing: Where do we send them? How do we send
them? And who can help them to find the housing
needs that they have?

My second part of my response is
the fact that I live in an area not far from the
Creedmoor campus. And I've lived here 20 years in
an apartment that started out as $950 that now
rents for 2000. What happens as you age, as you
become a senior and you need affordable housing so
that the day you leave work is not the day that you
are on the sidewalk?

So therefore, this project will

help us to get affordable housing for people in all
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age groups, and we will be able to serve them as 1is
needed as opposed to what is wanted. I think the
land use project will serve all of us. Thank you.

THE MODERATOR: Thank you for your
comment. The next speaker is Saroya Nicholson.

Saroya Nicholson?

MS. NICHOLSON: Hi.

THE MODERATOR: Hi. Please, state
your full name and your affiliation for the record.

MS. NICHOLSON: My name 1is Saroya
Nicholson. I'm affiliated with a (unintelligible)
County as my colleague. I'm also representing from
a residential point of view as well as my
affiliate.

So basically, I was living in
Queens for like five years - five-plus years and I
had to move too because I couldn't find affordable
housing for me and my daughter. I wound up moving
to Connecticut, which was more affordable.

However, the commute between
Connecticut and New York, because I was still

employed in New York, it's actually not beneficial

to me. Now that my daughter's older, she's in
college, I'm still traveling -- commuting back and
MGR REPORTING, INC.,
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forth between New York and Connecticut. So the
reason why I moved was because it was more
affordable for me to be in Connecticut than to be
in New York.

Also, as a person that is employed
in ACQC, which is the Centre of Queens County, I
work with clients that are struggling with being
housed daily. So I think it would be beneficial
for the affordable housing, not only for myself but
for my clients as well. Thank you.

THE MODERATOR: Thank you for your
comment. The next speaker will be Naeisha Rose.

Naeisha Rose?

MS. ROSE: Hi. Can you see me?

THE MODERATOR: We can hear you.

MS. ROSE: I am (unintelligible)
Queens' Medical Newspaper. I'm also a resident of
Queens Village. I'm hoping that --

THE MODERATOR: Can you state --
sorry, can you state your full name for the record?

MS. ROSE: Naeisha --

THE MODERATOR: Thank you.

MS. ROSE: -- Rose. I'm also a
resident here in Queens Village. I'm a homeowner.
MGR REPORTING, INC.,
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I'm hoping that when this
structure is developed, its infrastructure is taken
into account, especially since the roads are very
poor, especially when there's rainstorms. I hope
that transportation is taken more into account.
(unintelligible) several schools in that area.
Education is taken into account. I was a student
at (unintelligible) High School, which was often
overcrowded. I'm hoping that rat mitigation was
taken into account.

Today as I was turning the corner
towards my house, I saw a dead rat. And I know
those buildings there are like over 40 years old.
I'm hoping that something's being done for like all
the other homeowners and residents and people that
live in apartment units, that they're being
protected when or if this structure goes up.

And I also hope that both sides
are being listened to in terms of like bringing
affordability as well as taking into consideration
about the density in the area. Thank you.

THE MODERATOR: Thank you for your
comment. The next speaker will be Byant Bell.

MR. BELL. Hello, good evening.
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THE MODERATOR: Please, state --
yeah.

MR. BELL: My name 1is Byant Bell.
I'm 1199 delegate. I work at the Legal Aid Society
as a paralegal. I live in Elmont, New York, and I
work in Queens. I go to church in Cambria Heights.

My wife and I, we have been
looking to buy a single -- affordable single-family
home to purchase in Queens that is not dilapidated.
We would rather you know, pay a mortgage than pay a
high rent. We've been looking for -- we were
looking for a home to purchase for three years now.

We are at the point where we're
considering moving to Connecticut, but we don't
know how the logistics of the commuting to the city
or even starting over in Connecticut would look.

Our predicament is one of the
reasons that the plan to develop the original
number of co-ops, triplexes two-family homes,
affordable senior housing, and more on the 58 acres

of state-owned land at Creedmoor should be allowed

to continue. New York City is experiencing a

housing and homelessness crisis. This project will

not solve those problems. But it's a great place
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to start. Thank vyou.

THE MODERATOR: Thank you. The
next speaker is Sheike Ward.

Sheike Ward?

MS. WARD: Hi. Are you guys able
to see me?

THE MODERATOR: Yes, we can see
you and we can hear you. Please, state your name.

MS. WARD: Okay. Hi, my name 1is
Sheike Ward and I am a healthcare worker. I'm so
sorry, my daughter. Okay, so -- I'm so sorry.

I am a healthcare worker and I
live in Rosedale Queens. So I am in full support
of the Affordable Housing Project because me,
myself, I cannot afford where I live. I live in
Rosedale, and here I am paying 2300 for a very tiny
three-bedroom apartment. And for me, it has been
very, very, very hard dealing with my daughter,
who's a 3-year-old, and I have to go to work.

I make a very minimum pay, which
is, you know, start is $22 per hour. And with that
paycheck, when I take my car payment out of it,
when I take my daughter's expenses out of it, when

I take my houses and expenses out of it, as in to
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buy food for myself and to provide for my family,
it is already hard for me.

So I believe that having the
opportunity to get a more affordable apartment
would make it easier for people like me. I could
speak for myself and my other coworkers who are
in-home care that is struggling.

So I understand that I've listened
to a couple people and I heard them saying that,
you know what the traffic and all these other
problems that they are facing, that they're worried
about in their community. But I just want to point
out that not all of us who need help are bad
people. We are people that's going to make it hard
for your community.

I want to be in one of these
communities and I want to be able to help you guys
to make your community better. So I think that we
can give other people a chance because some of us
really do need the help. Really, really do need
the help.

So I support this housing project
because I do need help and I love New York and I'm

at the point where I want to leave New York because
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I can't afford to live here anymore. So I'm just
acting on behalf of myself and my other coworkers
just to have a softened heart and just give it a
try because nothing try. If we don't try
something, we don't know where it's going to go.

So I'm in full support of this and
thank you guys for having me.

THE MODERATOR: Thank you for your
testimony.

The next five speakers are Lourdes
Hartrick, Rashadul Haque, Elena Chin, Parve]j Kumar,
and Rajinderpal Khalsa.

Next speaker is Lourdes Hartrick.

MS. HARTRICK: Good evening,
everyone. My name 1is Lourdes Villanueva Hartrick.
I am the president of the Bellerose Commonwealth
Civic Association, as well as a member of Community
Board 13 and the subcommittee of Community Board
13. I would like to address everyone at ESD. I
would love to have the Governor come out to our
area and speak to the people who actually live in
the community and to be able to express our desire
for true compromise.

We have spoken with Queens Borough
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President Donovan Richards. We have expressed our
concerns with this project. Density 1is the number
one 1issue. Too many people in this one little
area, Michael White mentioned mini-city. It should
not be a mini city. It should be a community part

of Bellerose, which is what's going to be in

Bellerose. It should be part of our community. We
talked about school is a must. Community centers a
must.

And I think, i1if I'm not mistaken,
we were heard. They say they will include a school
and community centers. One of the things that I
keep mentioning to the elected officials is; we
have dealt in the 26 years that I've here -- that
I've been here and my neighbors have been here 50,
60 years, they've been here a very long time. And
Creedmoor is a problem. Creedmoor is a problem

because we already deal with people who have mental

disabilities. People who abuse or have substance
abuse. There's prostitution. There's a methadone
clinic. We have beggars.

We have people who are high
walking on Hillside, ready to get hit by a car.

You name 1it, we have 1it. You know, so someone
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says, not in my -- our backyard. That's not what
the people of our -- my civic are saying. It's not
that it's not in the backyard. We already deal
with that in our backyard. What we're saying is,
we need to have less people, not as much of those
problems back into the area, because we already
deal with it, which shouldn't be seven to eight
stories. It's too high.

We're going to be dealing with
construction for over 30 years. Buyer beware, we
don't even know if we have a super fund. It is
going -- we have traffic on Hillside already. It
backs up the Cross-Island expressway. There's
already cars blocking it. We just need to have a
really good compromise and a really good discussion
and come to a real agreement.

THE MODERATOR: Thank you for your
comment. The next speaker is Rodger Dulhack.
(Inaudible) Dulhack.

The next speaker will be Elena
Chin. Elena Chin? Elena, we'wve asked you to
unmute and to turn on your camera if you wish to.

MS. CHIN: Hi.

THE MODERATOR: Hi.
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MS. CHIN: Hey. My name -- my
name is Elena Chin. I am a resident of the
neighborhood for the past 35 years. I was 26 years
o0ld when I first moved here to Windsor Park. It

was gquite unaffordable for me, but I loved the
neighborhood so much because I came from a very
crowded, dense area in Corona and I loved the white
streets. I loved the fact that you could park. I

loved the fact that two cars could fit down the

road. I loved the green area. I loved everything
about it. I loved that I could live in a building
yet have a -- 1t was residential, at the same time,
I love that you didn't hear sirens all the time. I

love that if you went to a hospital, you didn't
have long waits. The stores weren't overcrowded.

I watched through the years. That change and on
its own, naturally it's been getting more and more
crowded. Longer waits when you go to a hospital,
longer, waits at a doctor's office, longer, waits
in the supermarket more traffic. This is happening
naturally.

And my concern is with the density

and the quality-of-1life issues. The public
transportation is overcrowded. It's only going to
MGR REPORTING, INC.,
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weeds in the middle of the islands and the things
that are already not being taken care of.

As far as the -- you know, my
heart goes out to people who can't afford housing,
because gquite honestly, it's getting a little
unaffordable to me as well. Policies that make --
what makes housing unaffordable, okay? The
policies are what we need to address. You can
build hundred-story buildings and guess what?
You're still going to have unaffordable housing

unless we get to root problems.

99

So I don't see how destroying our

little area and Bayside is going to solve anyone's
problem. It's just a band-aid. It's just shiftin
and kicking the can down the road.

You know, and these good faith
plans. The only problem with a good faith plan is
that, when they don't work out, nobody's
accountable for them. And there goes our
neighborhood.

So, you know, we have public

g

housing. It's never solved the housing problem in
New York. It's just still gotten more and more
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expensive. We could build all the public housing
we want. It doesn't seem to be solving the problem
of affordable housing. The problem just keeps
getting bigger and bigger. So I don't honestly see
how this is going to solve anything.

You know, and to make it that
dense, we need to have, you know, I'm okay with
less density. But this, what they're proposing, 1is
just a big concern for me.

THE MODERATOR: Thank you for your
comment.

MS. CHIN: You're welcome.

THE MODERATOR: The next speaker
is Parvej Kumar.

Parve]j Kumar?

The next speaker will Dbe
Rajinderpal Khalsa.

Rajinderpal Khalsa?

Okay. The next five speakers will
be Michael 0O'Keeffe, John Christy, Richard
Hellenbrecht, Lindsey Mayer, and Steve Bahar.

The next speaker will be Michael
O'Keeffe.

MR. O'KEEFE: Hello, I'm ready.
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THE MODERATOR: Please, state your
name and affiliation for the record.

MR. O'KEEFE: Thank you. My name
is Mike O'Keeffe. I'm the president of the
Creedmoor Civic Association of Bellerose, and a
member of Community Board 13, and also of the
subcommittee --- the Land Use Subcommittee on the
Creedmoor.

So I want to kind of echo some
things that were already said a few minutes
earlier, in that we -- you know, we definitely
acknowledge the need for housing and -- but I feel
that this project was too dense and I think it's
about compromise, as it was already said. It's
also about right-sizing.

And since this is a -- an
environmental era, I want just bring up a couple of
topics that I don't think have been mentioned yet.
And one 1is, 1is there's been a tendency or a trend
in New York State, New York City, to require
electrification of all the utilities going forward.

So I don't exactly know what
impact that's going to have on it. But if the

entire 2,700 units have to be powered by
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electricity and heated by electricity, that's a
definite environmental concern, which I think the
EIS has to and will I'm sure take into
consideration.

The other issue is that, we know
with the way the climate has been going in the last
few years has been an increased number of floods.

And I'm also concerned about the
environmental impact of flooding and what the --
what impact the building on the entire facility
would have on that issue.

So again, that's -- those are the
main things that I do believe that the members that
-- many members of ours have felt that there's --
that the product is -- as proposed is too dense.

But there is -- you know, we have
to just figure out the right way. And I think that
the proposal of a thousand was posted to my belief
and what is the right thing to go within that.
Thank you very much.

THE MODERATOR: Thank you for your
comment. The next speaker is John Christy. John
Christy?

Moving on to Richard Hellenbrecht.
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Richard Hellenbrecht?

MR. HELLENBRECHT: Can you hear
me?

THE MODERATOR: Yes, we can hear
you. Please state your name and affiliation for

the record.

MR. HELLENBRECHT: Yes, good
evening. My name is Richard Hellenbrecht. I am
the Secretary-Treasurer of the Bellerose
Commonwealth Civic Association. By reference, I'm
also the first Vice Treasurer of Community Board 13
and the Vice President of Queen Civic Congress.

I'm a homeowner for over 50 years in the community.
I'm very active in the community. I joined all of
the surrounding civics and Community Board 13's
report in opposing the project due to high density.
Empire State Development 1is proposing to introduce
a small city into a wvillage.

The surrounding area is zoned as
R32, which accommodates single- and two-family
homes, garden apartments, and small apartment
buildings kept at 35 feet. The proposed 30
buildings of four stories or more is just way too

dense for our local community. We request that you
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respect the R32 zoning that surrounds.

Some people have mentioned that
there are taller apartment buildings nearby. There
may be four or five buildings plus Miller Shore
Towers which are not even visible to this
community, to this area at the Creedmoor site. So
I don't think they should be even considered or
thought of.

My fellow civics and I have
attended numerous visioning workshops, open houses,
design workshops, and more recently listening
tours, where each time we ask if our input is going
to be considered and taken into consideration we've
been told, "Yes, we're here to listen."

We have requested constantly for
the 1000 home projects that has come up with
several times, that we wanted to keep within the
height of the local buildings.

As I just mentioned, 35 35-foot

cap would be just right. We did want community
facilities. We do want places for adults to go,
for seniors to go, for children to hang out. We

want all of those very important things.

But the host communities of Queens
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Village, Bellerose, Glen Oaks, and others that have
supported the Creedmoor facility for over a hundred
years and put up with everything that had to do
with us and has affected our communities. We would
like to keep the quality of 1life that we have here
in the area and we request that it be maintained at
a nice low level and improve our area. Don't hurt
it. Thank you.

THE MODERATOR: Thank you for your
comments. The next speaker will be Lindsey Mayer.
Lindsey Mayer?

MS. MAYER: Yes. My name 1is
Lindsey Mayer. I'm a local resident. And I am
also a staff member for New York City Department
For The Aging. But my current statement does not
reflect Department for the Aging.

So I wanted to start out by saying
that, you know, I'm a fairly young person. I'm
currently in public service and I've been living at
home for quite a while now. So as many of my
friends. We've experienced not being able to move
out due the high cost of living.

New York City right now is

undergoing a housing crisis. Both young people and
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older adults are not able to find affordable
housing. That is why this plan is very much
needed. It brings old housing for older adults,
housing for families, housing for public service
workers. And I would state that the amount of
units that are suggested right now are needed and
no less. New York City is undergoing a housing
crisis and because of that, the answer to this 1is
more housing.

Currently, I cannot stay in my
current neighborhood due to the high cost of
living, I'm going to have to move somewhere else.
And many others are going to do the same. People
like librarians, teachers, bus drivers. And this
plan is kind of a glimmer of hope to us because
maybe we may not be able to stay in the
neighborhood, but future generations will as well
as older adults. So I really suggest keeping the
units. This plan is great.

I would love to see more
transportation options in the area to accommodate
new people coming into the neighborhood. But
currently this is the answer to the housing crisis

in Queens. Thank you.
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THE MODERATOR: Thank you. The
next speaker will be Steve Behar.

Steve Behar?

MR. BEHAR: There you go.

THE MODERATOR: Yeah. Please
state your affiliation.

MR. BEHAR: Okay. All right. My
name is Steve Behar. I am a long-term member of
the community, and I'm here to say that the density
of this proposal is way too much. I've been
involved in this land use project longer than most.
ESD came with a very similar plan to Council Member
Credentia (phonetic) and I on when I served as
counsel to the council member. Based on feedback
from the community, the council member and I asked
that the plan be redone, taking into account the
community's concerns.

Then the pandemic came and
everything stopped. Post-pandemic, ESD came back
supposedly seeking the community's input. The
problem is that ESD has ignored our community's
input and has proposed a plan that is eerily
similar to the original plan Council Member

Credentiak (phonetic) and I and the community
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rejected.

This process has been a farce.
Everyone understands that we have a housing crisis
in New York City. Changing the character of our

community and further stressing our infrastructure,

is not the answer. Eastern Queens 1is a
transportation desert. Most people need cars to
get around here. Our public transit system 1is

terrible and is continually being downsized.
Adding this project will make our already problems
in traffic and parking problem worse.

Our schools cannot handle more
students. Our sewers overflow, our business
community already faces too many local vacancies
drive along Union Turnpike, Hillside Avenue,
Jericho Turnpike, and you can see the number of
vacant retail and commercial properties. A lower
density proposal that maintains the character of
our community, offering senior affordable housing
and affordable veterans housing, would work towards
alleviating our housing crisis without destroying
our Eastern Queens community.

Additional green space and an

elementary school would also benefit our community.
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The current proposal will change the character of
our community and hurt our quality of life. I ask
ESD to not ignore our community and push this plan
down our throats. Do not destroy the major reason
that people in our community decided to raise their
families here in Eastern Queens.

THE MODERATOR: Thank you for your
comment. The next five speakers will be Cynthia
Roach, Christopher Maniace, John Monk, Reverend
Patrick O'Connor, and Mary McDonald.

The next speaker is Cynthia Roach.

MS. ROACH: Can you hear me?

THE MODERATOR: Yes, we can hear
you and we can see you. Please, state your name
and affiliation for the record.

MS. ROACH: I am Cynthia Roach.
I'm a member of Day Bar Bethlehem Cathedral, under
the auspices of Bishop H. Curtis Douglas in Queens
Village. I have lived in the area in Queens
Village for 25 years or so. I've lived in Queens
for at least 44 years, and so I have seen a lot of
unnecessary housing -- the need for necessary --
for more housing for people who are working in

Queens.
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I have also had the privilege of
seeing people who are -- have been living in
shelters who have been re-routed to places like the
Bronx and children have to be routed -- bussed from
the Bronx back to Queens because they could not
have any affordable housing. And that's very
heartrending to me.

So even though some -- it was said
that this might be band-aid, it's not necessarily
a band-aid. And if we can offer a band-aid to a
solution, it's a good case for a start.

I also think it's not a want, it
is a need. We need to have affordable housing to
accommodate people who are -- and let's face it, if
there are so many homeless people, if there are so
many who are needing housing, cannot afford the
rent.

I think that if someone can come
along or a project can be made available for people
who need housing, I think it's a good start. I am
all in support of the affordable housing, making
affordable housing for people who need it
desperately.

I hate to see -- I have -- even
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have people on my block where I live in Queens
Village here are considering should they go back to
live in Brooklyn because they have not -- over a
period of time, they have been checking for
somewhere to rent and they can't find a place to
rent in Queens. And they're thinking of should I
go back to Brooklyn. They might be able to find a
place in Brooklyn for rental. So I am in strong,
healthy support of affordable housing using the
property of Creedmoor. Thank you.

THE MODERATOR: Thank you for your
comment. The next speaker is Christopher Maniace.

Christopher?

MR. MANIACE: Yes.

THE MODERATOR: Please, state your
name and affiliation for the record.

MR. MANIACE: I'm Christopher
Maniace, and I'm a Bellerose resident. So I'm in
opposition of this project, not in total, but I
also would agree that the density needs to be
reduced. Hillside Avenue Union Turnpike are both
very crowded in the afternoon. Traffic on the way
home is a nightmare.

And also I want it to be thought
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of on Hillside, it's going to be a safety issue.

The roads down there are not very wide. You have
parking on both sides of the road. You have a
school over there already. Actually, you have two

schools over there with Van Buren and the other
school -- elementary school next to HBQVB Park.
And you have kids playing in that area, in the

park, and in the baseball fields.

Then you're going to build another
school along Hillside Avenue, not only when the
buses stop and it stops traffic on Hillside, it's
going to kill people's commute, but it's also going
to cause a safety issue with more kids crossing
streets and trying to get to school, or even
leaving school and trying to go to the parks. So
back in conjunction with the current traffic that
we have, it's going to be a night.

We also are facing parking issues
you know; we are going to be putting on how many
more cars 1in this area, and more entrances to
Hillside to Union Avenue in Union Turnpike. It's
going to be more intersections, more traffic
lights, more congestion backing up the streets

where it's going to be even harder. We now have
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traffic agents in the -- at our stoplights. We
have people begging on the side of the road.

Right now, the quality of life in
Bellerose has dropped dramatically since I've moved
here over 20 years ago. And it's just -- it's very
sad to see where it's going, and I completely
understand the plight of a lot of people. But we

moved here for the quality of life and what this

neighborhood has offered us. And to change the
fabric of what this neighborhood is now -- is going
to hurt the community. So lowering the density, I

think would be a big help in gathering support for
this project. But in its current state, I can't
support it.

And that's all I have right now.

THE MODERATOR: Thank you for your
comment. The next speaker is John Monk. John
Monk?

The next speaker will be Reverend
Patrick O'Connor.

MR. O'CONNOR: Good afternoon --
good evening. My name 1is Reverend Patrick O'Connor
and I Pastor First Presbyterian Church in Jamaica,

Queens. I have pastored and served the entire
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Queens population for 32 years. I'm also co-chair
of Queens Power. And Queens Power has 40
institutions all over Queens County.

We are here in support of
developing 2,775 affordable units of housing at
Creedmoor. New York City and Queens County is in a
housing crisis. When we talk with our members,
when we relate to our children and grandchildren,
members of our congregations and institutions, many
of whom live in Queens Village, Bellerose, and some
of the surrounding communities, the number one
issue in Queens County 1is a lack of affordable
housing.

And Creedmoor is not the only site
we are focusing on all across Queens. There is a
need to create more opportunities for young people,
for those who make the buses move, the trains move,
for teachers, for healthcare workers, for
construction workers, for first responders to have
a place to live.

Our organization has heard the
question of density, and there are studies done by
the Furman Center, which actually highlight that

projects like this improves property values rather
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than lowering them. And the eras where it 1is
properly done, the crime goes down. We would
invite those who are concerned about density to
take a trip to Spring Creek and to look at the
development around the (unintelligible) crime 1is
down, graduation rates are increased, there are
opportunities for young families.

Queens 1s a great place to live
because it's a place of opportunity. We should all
be fighting for opportunity, not just for one
generation, but for the next generation. Thank
you.

THE MODERATOR: Thank you for your
comments. The next speaker is Mary McDonald. Mary
McDonald?

Moving on to the next five
speakers will be Carin Bail, Patrick Longalong,
Michael Kaess, Welson Chang, and Debra Weigand.

Carin Bail is the next speaker.
Kare Bell, we've asked you to unmute. We will move
on to the next speaker, who is Patrick Longalong.

Patrick?

MR. LONGALONG: Hi. Thank you.

My name is Father Patrick Longalong. I am the
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pastor of Our Lady of Lourdes here in Queens
Village, right along 93rd Avenue, Winchester
Boulevard, Springfield Boulevard.

We support the affordability part
of this plan and when we hope that it's upholded a
lot of the people in in our community. And also
even my own personal friends growing up in Queens,
it's very difficult to be able to raise a family.

I'm at the age actually -- I'm in
the generation where we are already starting to
create families. But many of them -- recently we

just had a our 25th high school anniversary or

reunion. And majority of them did not even show up
because they don't live in New York anymore. They
lived out of state. Many of them have moved to

Texas down in the Carolinas because that is the
only -- those are the only places they are able to
afford to raise their families. They cannot afford
to raise their families here in Queens.

A lot of the people that I know
and even 1in our parishes are struggling to make
ends meet, to pay the rent, to put food at the
table, and to be able to provide for their own

families. So it's not just the housing that they
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want to worry about. They worry about a lot of
different aspects that -- about their life. So
affordability, this is important. My only concern

is the timeline.

Maybe by that time that this is
constructed and finished, maybe that when the
ribbon cutting comes around, I might be a senior
citizen already. I'm just concerned about the
timeline of this and how long this is taking to be
built.

And while this is being built,
maybe that's the time also they should address some
of the infrastructures around the roads, the
electricals, the piping, the sewers. Maybe they
can also address that to accommodate the future
that is being built in this particular area. So
affordability; we need affordable housing in
Queens. We need it for our family, for our
children, and for the next generation. Thank you.

THE MODERATOR: Thank you for your
comment. Carin Bail, we see that you are in the
meeting now. So we will ask you to unmute.

MS. BAIL: Hi there.

THE MODERATOR: Hello. Please,
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state your full name and affiliation for the
record.

MS. BAIL: My name 1is Carin Bail.
I'm actually the president of the House of Civic
Association and I'm also a Queens resident for the
last 46 years.

So people keep talking about this
affordable housing that they're going to build, but
I work in Jamaica, Queens and this look of these
buildings that are going up these eight story with
the bottom commercial look that has Empire State
written all over them, they're not affordable.
They're $2,800 for a studio. So I'm wondering are
they going to be (unintelligible) people's salaries
so much that they're going to be able to be
affordable?

But the reason why I'm actually
here is, I understand that development is
essential; right, for progress. I do not at all
support this project in its current form, because
of the way i1it's been written. There has been no
community feedback and I really appreciate the
city's efforts to engage through these public

feedback sessions.
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However, the proposal that you
came back with, Empire State, was to reduce the
units to 2775, which doesn't really feel like we're
listening to the community. So I think it leaves
many of us feeling unheard of disheartened and then
questioning like the efficacy of participation in
any of this planning.

So there's always this mention of
like a community planning committee to address
these concerns. And while this initiative may seem
promising, history has shown that (unintelligible)
struggle is to function effectively. So I'm
wondering what kind of influence you have and the
people that are going to be included in this. It's
a little bit of ambiguity because you talk about
affordable, supportive, low-income.

So I think it's really crucial for
the community to understand who the new neighbors
are going to be and how this development is going
to impact the neighborhood social fabric and
infrastructure.

So I implore everyone, our elected
official's empire, to consider the current

trajectory and genuinely collaborate with the
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residents, because a compromise that can respect
everybody's concerns, while achieving urban
development goals is possible, right? So then you
not only honor the real spirit of democracy, but
also you foster more trust and cooperation between
the government and its citizens, which has not
really been happening a lot in the city.

So let's say you take all these
eight stories theoretically and you just made them
four and you came back and you told the community,
you know what, we're going to start with four. I
bet you'd actually get a great deal of support.

Because by changing the landscape,
people who live here no longer want to call it
home. And that's not fair. Because this is a
single-family residential community with garden
apartments and perhaps a building here, building
there spattering like people spoke about. But it's
pretty dense. 110 buildings on 59 acres.

So you also talk a little bit
about supportive housing and senior housing, but
when you look at out of 2,775 units, there's only
about 74 or 80 that are allocated for seniors or

veterans. I think the number is very low, which is
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like 3 percent. So are you really trying to help
certain like populations and groups?

So in conclusion, I do recognize
that the inevitability of progress 1is going to
happen and we need to do something there. I get
it. But I really urge you to prioritize a balance
and inclusive approach and really respect the
relationship in terms of the community. And it's
not just about building, it's about a collective
future and the legacy that we leave for people who
come .

So thank you for considering this
testimony and I invite you to still come and speak
to our community. We would love to have you all.
Thank you.

THE MODERATOR: Thank you for your
comment. The next speaker is Michael Kaess.

Michael?

MR. KAESS: Hello.

THE MODERATOR: Hi.

MR. KAESS: My name is Michael
Kaess. I'm speaking today as someone who grew up
in Queens where I lived from my earliest memories

until I graduated college and had to move due to
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work.

My parents still reside in the
area within a quarter mile of the campus. So I
have an interest in this project and I support it
whenever. I visit my parents; my wife always asks
me about moving back to the area so we can raise
our kids in the same neighborhood I grew up in.
But because of the shortage in high costs of
housing, 1it's sadly not a realistic option.

So I know this is a neighborhood
that needs much more housing. And this project
will provide new options not just for seniors, but
for also for young families like mine.

With that in mind, I would like to
see an increase in the height and density of the
proposal. It's too modest and almost
underwhelming, considering this is a
once-in-a-lifetime opportunity. This counter
proposal here tonight for only 1000 units, if
anything, we should be considering 1000 more units
than currently proposed.

Now, regarding the parking, the
amount seems excessive. I don't think it makes

sense to offer both new curbside parking and
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off-street parking facilities. Choose one.
Preferably, if folks are going to
park, it should just be off-street so that we can
focus on creating the safest and most attractive
streetscape on this new street network. And look,
I understand there are still concerns about
parking, but not everyone drives, not even in
Bellerose. I myself relied on the Q43 and Q46

daily for years, including for commutes to

Manhattan. So I know those are viable
transportation options. Not to mention the express
buses.

I was also happy to see, according
to the FAQ, that bike lanes are planned to be
incorporated. I remember when the Winchester
Boulevard bike lane was put in and that was it for
the next 15 years. So even though it may be out of
scope for this project, the state should really
explore extending and providing new connections to
the nearby Vanderbilt Motor Parkway, Greenway.

Anyway, Bellerose was the greatest
neighborhood in the world to grow up in and I'm
very excited to see Bellerose grow for the next

generation. Thank you.
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THE MODERATOR: Thank you for your
comment. The next speaker will be Welson Chang.
Welson Chang?

Moving on to Debra Weigand.

Debra Weigand?

MS. WEIGAND: Hi, Anthony. Okay,
I'm trying to --

THE MODERATOR: Yes.

MS. WEIGAND: Can you hear me
okay?

THE MODERATOR: Yes. We can hear
you. We can see you. Just state your name for the
record and your affiliation, 1if any.

MS. WEIGAND: All right. So Debra
Weigand. I'm a resident of Double Stone. And I'm
just going to look down because I wrote a lot of
notes, but you know, I'm just going to say 1it's --
this whole project is going to bring down the look,
the feel, the quality of the area. I agree with
Elena, Diane, Philip; people want a nice place to
live.

If you had this much space in
Manhassett or Great Neck, or anywhere else, you

wouldn't be touching it; right? Why does it seem
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like every little area that hasn't been developed
has to be developed? It doesn't. Or if you can
develop it with the right people there. 2,700
whatever units that are going to be there that are
going to be filled with a percentage of
incarcerated people, homeless people. Lindsey, I
don't think you want to live next to someone who
has been in prison; right?

I'm all for people being able to
afford a home for sure. But I don't think, unless
I'm wrong, and you can correct me that those
numbers, those percentages are going to change with
the amount of veterans, the amount of right
homeless people, mental health patients that you
have slated to go in that area. So the last person
who spoke, who said Bellerose was a really nice
place to live, you want more of this, it's going to
change. You have to look at the people who you are
going to be putting in there.

On top of that, you know, I live
in Douglaston like I said, the priest who spoke
about -- the priest -- the pastor at Zion, we have
one building that turned into a women's -- I guess

it's a shelter, okay? Did that really have to
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happen in Douglaston? It's a beautiful area.

Again, not against people having a
chance, brings down the quality of the area when
you see them walking around, do you want the same
thing to happen in Bellerose? I don't think so.

Donovan Richards brought a point
about the migrants. On this exact call, he said
that this project would be better than having the
migrants there. Well, he still hasn't handled the
migrant issue. Adams still hasn't handled the
migrant issue. Hillside is a disaster. Do you
want to add more to that?

In turn, when you look at lower
income, that's most often associated with crime,
you have businesses over there. You have to
protect your businesses on Hillside Avenue. Which
leads me to a family business that's on Hillside
Avenue that you know, I'll say right now in front
of a hundred people, the Christmas tree business 1is
right across, on 235th and Hillside.

Donavon Richards was supposed to
address the business owners in there with the
migrant issues. He still hasn't had that yet. And

now you want to add another problem on top of it.
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The people again, who say that they don't have
enough money to afford a house, this is America.
Don't look for a handout. Look for a hand-up.
During Covid most people started part-time
businesses and side businesses, maybe do the same.
When Trump gets elected in four months, a lot of
this is going to change, hopefully, the economy,
and it will get better. But don't look for
affordable housing. Look at the end of your own
hands, not a handout. So, that's all.

THE MODERATOR: Thank you for your
comment. Moving on to the next speaker who is
Biane Peralta. Biane Peralta?

MS. PERALTA: Hi.

THE MODERATOR: Yes.

MS. PERALTA: I'm sorry. Hello.

THE MODERATOR: We can hear you.
Please, state your name for the record.

MS. PERALTA: My name is Biane
Peralta. I'm just a resident in the neighborhood
of Auckland Gardens.

I don't think this project is a

good idea. You have to take into consideration
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about the people that -- the school because for
example, my son goes to the school and I am -- I'm
sorry I'm a little nervous, but at the same time I
need -- I always put his safety first. You don't
know who's going to be your neighbor.

And I'm sorry that those people
are going through struggling about housing. But
why has to be this neighborhood? Why has to be --
why? Like, it's -- I'm sorry, I'm just nervous.
But I don't think this project is a good idea for
the safety of the children because i1f you see it's
a safety neighborhood. We can walk around without
being scared that somebody going to rob us or you
can do that in some projects that they are in
Brooklyn or in some part of Queens.

We are paying for a quality of
life, which is not free. I understand people --
other people struggle but at the same time, I put

my son's safety first and I don't think that it's a

good idea to leave with a -- in a -- with a person
who is out of prison or use drugs or who -- what
other things they do. This is my opinion.

THE MODERATOR: Thank you for your

comment.
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MS. PERALTA: Okavy.

THE MODERATOR: Moving on to the
last registered speaker, Vanessa Sparks.

MS. SPARKS: Good evening.
Vanessa Sparks, I'm a member of the Land Use and
Education Committees for Community Board 12.

I am in full support of the
neighbors, the residents of that primo area. I
think they offered a perfectly good and logical
compromise of 1000 units as opposed to the over
2,700 condo units. It would definitively change
the character of that neighborhood.

Also, although I do not live in
that immediate area -- and my area, we are going
through something very similar. And Queen seems to
be the last button on Gabriel's coat that everybody
wants to come in and overdevelop.

Additionally, everybody's spoken
about affordable units. If you listened to the
presentation that was given earlier, if I'm not
mistaken, they said it would be something at the
165 percent AMI. If you know the AMI for this
area, it is well over a hundred thousand dollars.

Thus that 125 -- between 125 percent and 165
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percent would not make these affordable units
anyway .

I think what is going to have to
happen is that elected officials are going to have
to listen to residents loud and clear. The
proposed amount of time that they said this would
take the build would be 16 years. And someone
pointed out, that's over four gubernatorial
elections, we don't know who will be the governor
next.

And I think it's better to work
with the community because if this community and
other communities like this rise up at election
times, it's qguite possible that the folks that are
there now will not be there. And it would've been
better to just work with the community.

I think 2,700 units 1is way too
much for this area. For over 40 years ago, I
worked for a brief period of time at
(unintelligible) . I know this community, I know
that area, I know that lot and that is a lot of
units. So please listen to the residents, not just
of this community, but any projects going forward.

Please listen to the residents
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that have already invested in that community with
their time and their monies before Jjust
unilaterally making these decisions.

And remember these people are
voters and depending on the willingness of the
state to work with them, could possibly change the
entire trajectory of the next election. So thank
you.

THE MODERATOR: Thank you for your
comments. As there are no more remaining speakers
at this time, the public comment portion of
tonight's meeting has concluded.

As noted earlier, comments may
also be submitted in writing after tonight's
meeting, via email to CreedmoreEIS@esd.ny.gov or
sent via US Postal Service to Empire State
Development, Attention, Vanessa Calizaire, 655,
Third Avenue, 4th floor, New York, New York, 10017.

Comments must be received before
the end of the public comment period, which is 5:00
p.m. Eastern Standard Time on Monday, August 19th.

The time is now 8:48 p.m. This
public Scoping meeting has now concluded. Thank

you all again for joining us tonight.
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meeting was officially adjourned).
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STATE OF NEW YORK )
SS.

COUNTY OF NEW YORK )

I, MARC RUSSO, a Shorthand
(Stenotype) Reporter and Notary Public within and
for the State of New York, do hereby certify that
the foregoing pages 1 through 133, taken at the
time and place aforesaid, 1s a true and correct
transcription of my shorthand notes.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have

hereunto set my name this R0t dav nf July, 2024.

MARC RUSSO
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