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Irreversible and Irretrievable
Commitments of Resources

Resources, both natural and man-made, would be expended in the
construction and operation of development projected to occur as a result of
the Proposed Project. These resources include the building materials used in
construction; energy consumed during construction and operation of
project-generated development; and the human effort (time and labor)
required to develop, construct, and operate various components of project-
generated development. These are considered irretrievably committed
because their reuse for some other purpose would be highly unlikely. These
commitments of resources and materials are weighed against the benefits
of the Proposed Project.

The Proposed Project constitutes an irreversible and irretrievable commitment of the Project Site as a
land resource, rendering land use for other purposes highly unlikely in the foreseeable future. The
Project Site is made up of 59 acres of the larger 125-acre Creedmoor campus. The Project Site—which
is mostly gated, inaccessible to the public, and severely underutilized—contains 25 buildings, 20 of
which are vacant and all of which are deteriorating and in a state of disrepair. As such, the Project Site
does not currently provide any amenities to the community.

The Proposed Project would activate the public realm by opening the Project Site to the public and
delivering a variety of environmental improvements and new land uses, including affordable housing,
new public open space, a daycare facility, a potential new public school, and other community
facilities. The Creedmoor Mixed-Use Project is an opportunity to transform an underutilized, largely
vacant portion of the Creedmoor campus into a unique mixed-use addition to the Bellerose Manor
neighborhood. It would provide affordable housing and homeownership opportunities, public open
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space, various community facility spaces, and local retail options—all of which would enhance and
activate the Project Site. The creation of significant new public open spaces onsite would provide a
major new amenity to residents of the Proposed Project and surrounding neighborhoods.

As detailed in Chapter 16, Greenhouse Gas Emissions and Climate Change, the Proposed Project
would introduce new buildings that would be required to obtain Enterprise Green Communities
Certification or a higher green building standard such as Passive House for residential building
performance. With the Proposed Project buildings designed to be all electric (with the associated
emissions decreasing as the electric grid transitions to renewable energy per Climate Leadership and
Community Protection Act (CLCPA) requirements), along with other sustainability measures that
would be included in the Proposed Project design, the project would support the applicable New
York City GHG reduction goals and the goals of the CLCPA. Relatedly, as concluded in Chapter 13,
Energy, the Proposed Project would not directly affect the transmission of energy, nor would the
proposed uses generate a demand for energy that would overburden the energy supply systems and,
as such, no significant adverse energy impacts would occur as a result of the Proposed Project.

As described in Chapter 9, Natural Resources, the Project Site is composed of cultural ecological
communities that have been created or significantly altered by human influence and development for
over a century, in association with historical and current operations of the Creedmoor campus. The
resulting buildings, paved areas, landscaping, and disturbed successional habitats comprising the
Project Site exhibit degraded habitat conditions, low overall plant species diversity, high occurrences
of non-native/invasive plant species, and no presence of federal- and/or New York State-listed plant
and wildlife species. The overall effect of the Proposed Project on habitats over the anticipated phased
redevelopment period would be the gradual, phased removal from the Project Site of the existing,
disturbed cultural ecological communities and replacement with a similar array of developed areas
interspersed with landscaped and other vegetated habitats, with qualitative and quantitative increases
in vegetated conditions anticipated.

Additionally, the Proposed Project would be supportive of multiple public policies and initiatives
(discussed in detail in Chapter 2, Land Use, Zoning, and Public Policy), including New York State
Executive Order 30, focused on increasing the use of State-owned land for housing; Housing New
York, which supports the production of affordable housing; New York State Climate Leadership and
Community Protection Act, focused on sustainable development; and OneNYC 2050, aiming to foster
growth and resiliency.

In conclusion, the long-term commitment of land resources needed for the Proposed Project would
be balanced by the project’s beneficial aspects, such as economic development, job creation, public
realm improvements, and sustainability measures in accordance with City and State policy goals.
Further, the commitment of underutilized State-owned land resources comprising the Project Site,
for the purpose of providing affordable and market-rate housing in this location, would serve
important public policy goals. Therefore, considered together, the irreversible and irretrievable
commitment of resources would not represent a significant adverse impact.
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