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REQUEST FOR APPLICATIONS NEW YORK GLOBAL ENTREPRENEURS PROGRAM 

Question and Answer Posting – October 7, 2025 
All questions obtained between September 12, 2025, and October 1, 2025.  
 

1. Will the RFA be modified with the new executive order on a $100k fee on H1Bs, or any other 
changes you might foresee because of this proposed fee? 

a. The RFA process for this opportunity will continue as outlined in the RFA. If further 
guidance is issued regarding cap-exempt H1-Bs, the Program Implementation Team at 
Empire State Development will review the guidance and reserves the right to amend the 
program guidelines accordingly.  

b. Empire State Development (ESD) has in the past, on a case-by-case basis, included  a 
force majeure clause in certain agreements, and may consider including such a clause in 
the NYGEP Grant Disbursement Agreements, depending on the circumstances at that 
time. ESD cannot guarantee that such a clause will be included, only that it may be 
considered. 
 

2. Are individual immigrant founders (for example, recent graduates currently on F-1/OPT) eligible 
to apply directly, or must applications always come through universities or affiliated not-for-
profits? 

a. This RFA is not an application for individual founders to participate in a NYGEP program. 
This RFA will award a grant to eligible cap-exempt institutions, or non-profits affiliated 
with cap-exempt institutions, to establish or expand a Global Entrepreneur in Residence 
or substantially similar program. Awarded grantees will determine their program’s 
entrepreneur identification and selection criteria to determine any individual 
entrepreneur’s readiness and eligibility for their program. 
 

2. If direct applications are not possible, how can a startup founder best position themselves to 
participate in the program (e.g., through a Cornell program, Rev: Ithaca, or another not-for-
profit partner)? 

a. Each awarded grantee is expected to publish their respective eligibility and selection 
criteria once the program has been established. This RFA is not an application for 
individual founders to participate in a NYGEP program. 
 

3. For participating founders, would the program provide cap-exempt H-1B sponsorship directly 
through the university, while allowing the founder to continue operating their startup 
concurrently? 

a. Please refer to Section II, A. of the RFA: 
In order to participate in NYGEP, the grantees, as H-1B visa cap-exempt employers, are 
expected to file an H-1B visa petition for each participating founder in their respective 
program. As sponsored employees, the founders will work for the grantees to share 
their expertise with students and venture communities as defined and determined by 
the grantee. The H-1B visa – secured by the cap-exempt grantees – will enable the 
founders to grow their new business in New York and benefit university programming, 
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including New York State supported assets such as NYSTAR accelerators, incubators, and 
hot spots.   
 
While engaged in part-time work for the grantee, as authorized under the cap-exempt 
H-1B visa, participating founders are expected to apply for a separate, concurrent visa 
through their new business. Founders supported by the NYGEP program are also 
expected to maintain their business operations in New York for no fewer than three 
years following completion of the program.   
 

4. Are there specific steps founders should take now (before a university or not-for-profit partner 
applies) to be considered or included in a potential application? 

a. This RFA is not an application for individual founders to participate in a NYGEP program. 
This RFA will award grants to eligible cap-exempt institutions, or non-profits affiliated 
with cap-exempt institutions, to establish or expand a Global Entrepreneur in Residence 
or substantially similar program. Awarded grantees will determine their program’s 
entrepreneur identification and selection criteria to determine any individual 
entrepreneur’s readiness and eligibility for their program. 
 

5. We are a for-profit company, and the bid seems heavily geared towards non-profits and 
Universities. We have University partners and other non-profits we would be able to Co-bid 
with, but want to understand if us being a for-profit would exclude us from bidding as part of a 
consortium. 

a. Please refer to the eligibility criteria: Public and private institutions of higher education, 
and affiliated not-for-profit organizations, in New York State are eligible to apply for 
grant funding under NYGEP. 

b. The RFA does not include direction regarding the nature of strategic partnerships 
supporting the program beyond what is necessary to petition for a cap-exempt H1-B on 
behalf of participating entrepreneurs, an example of which can be found as Exhibit A of 
the RFA. Eligible applicants must be able to petition for cap-exempt H1-Bs, whether 
through the applicant’s institution or through a partnership with a cap-exempt 
institution. 
 

6. Can you explain the anticipated timing for this program?  Is it intended to kick in when the 
international student graduates, therefore delaying OPT?  Or is it supposed to start when they 
are still enrolled? 

a. Awarded grantees will determine their program’s entrepreneur identification and 
selection criteria to determine any individual entrepreneur’s readiness and eligibility for 
their program. The RFA provides eligible funding for grantees to administer and support 
participating founders petitioning for the cap-exempt and concurrent H1-B.  
 

7. Is it anticipated that international students (employees?) will work part-time for the university 
on unrelated activities, and then the balance of their time will be focused on their company? 

a. Please refer to Section II, A. of the RFA: 
As sponsored employees, the founders will work for the grantees to share their 
expertise with students and venture communities as defined and determined by the 
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grantee. The H-1B visa – secured by the cap-exempt grantees – will enable the founders 
to grow their new business in New York and benefit university programming, including 
New York State supported assets such as NYSTAR accelerators, incubators, and hot 
spots.   
 
While engaged in part-time work for the grantee, as authorized under the cap-exempt 
H-1B visa, participating founders are expected to apply for a separate, concurrent visa 
through their new business 
 

8. Does the cash matching requirement mean "new" spending, or can existing relevant 
expenditures be applied as match, so long as they are not being used for a different ESD match? 

a. Existing relevant expenditures may count toward the cash match if they occur within the 
project period, are documented cash outlays, and are not used as match for another 
ESD or State grant. Eligibility of match sources will be reviewed upon application 
submission and ESD reserves the right to ask for additional clarifying documentation as 
needed. 

 


