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ADVISORY: FEDERAL  
PCE PHASEOUT IN  
DRY CLEANING INDUSTRY

	 ATTENTION OWNERS/OPERATORS OF PCE DRY CLEANING FACILITIES

On December 18th, 2024, the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), under the Toxic Substances 
Control Act (TSCA) amendments, finalized new rules regarding the use of PCE (perchloroethylene, also 
known as perc or tetrachloroethylene). PCE is a known neurotoxin, as well as a likely carcinogen (meaning it 
has been studied and found to be associated with the development of certain cancers). Because of its health 
risks, the EPA created this rule to significantly limit the manufacturing and use of PCE, with the intent being to 
have it completely phased out.

PCE is scheduled to be phased out in the dry cleaning 
industry over the course of the next ten years. The first 
stage will begin in 2025 and will prohibit the use of PCE 
in any new machines acquired after June 16, 2025. No 
machines shall be manufactured with the intent of using 
PCE in its processes after that date. In the next stage, the 
EPA will require businesses to start phasing PCE machines 
out based on their age, with the oldest equipment being 
decommissioned first. Over the course of the next ten 
years, all PCE equipment will be phased out by machine 
generation (in ascending order by generation of PCE dry 
cleaning machines).  

In the state of New York, there are about 925 dry cleaning 
facilities, and approximately 530 currently use PCE in 
their processes. New York State law mandates that all 
PCE machines must be 4th generation units. Owners of 
4th generation units have a full ten years to remove PCE 
and associated equipment from their business operations. 
After December 19th, 2034, the purchasing and use 
of PCE solvents for dry cleaning in the US will be 
completely banned. There is no guarantee that PCE dry 
cleaning solvents will be available for the entire 10-year 
phaseout period, so it is best to begin planning either to 
transition to an approved alternative solvent or a different 

process as soon as it is financially viable. The NYS 
Department of Environmental Conservation (DEC) has a 
list of solvents approved for use in place of PCE.  This list 
can be found on the DEC’s website under “Alternative 
Solvent Dry Cleaning”.  

Wet cleaning is the cheapest and most environmentally-
friendly alternative option to PCE dry cleaning. Both 
alternative solvents and wet cleaning will require the 
purchase of new equipment and the decommissioning 
of old PCE equipment. PCE waste, debris, and 
contaminated equipment are considered hazardous 
waste. Further instructions for decommissioning PCE 
equipment can also be found on the same DEC webpage 
under “Disposal of Used Perc Dry-Cleaning Equipment”. 

WE CAN HELP. Contact the Small Business 
Environmental Support Office (SBESO) for FREE and 
CONFIDENTIAL compliance assistance related to 
your dry cleaning facility 1-877-247-2329 or  
SBESO@esd.ny.gov. 

For the complete version of this regulation, please refer 
to the EPA Compliance Guide.

In addition, free, and confidential permitting assistance 
is available through the Small Business Environmental 
Assistance Program, at (585) 475-7869 or SBEAP@rit.edu. 
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