
LOWER MANHATTAN DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION (LMDC) 

 

I.  Legal Name, Address and Contact Information 

 Lower Manhattan Development Corporation  
 c/o Empire State Development  

655 Third Avenue – 4th Floor 
 New York, New York 10017 
 
 Contact: Arden Sokolow, President 
   (212) 803-3100 
   Arden.Sokolow@esd.ny.gov    
 
II. Names and Titles of Directors and Officers 
 
 Board of Directors: 

Holly M. Leicht, Chair 
Alicia Glen 
Joshua Kraus 
Catherine McVay Hughes 
Mehul Patel 
Carl Rodrigues  
 

 
 Officers: 
 Arden Sokolow, President 
 Matthew Bray, Treasurer 

Joshua Bloodworth, Vice President - Legal and General Counsel 
 Stephen Konopko, Vice President - Internal Audit 
 Debbie Royce, Secretary 
 
 
III. Report of Purpose, Operations and Mission and Projects, Statement of Justification 
 

A. Purpose and Mission: 
 
Lower Manhattan Development Corporation (“LMDC”) was formed as a subsidiary of the New 
York State Urban Development Corporation (d/b/a Empire State Development) in the aftermath 
of September 11th to administer $2.783 billion in federal grants dedicated to the redevelopment 
and revitalization of Lower Manhattan.  The LMDC was incorporated in December 2001. 
 

http://renewnyc.com/AboutUs/board.asp#HUGHES


Funding was provided through the Community Development Block Grant Program of the U.S. 
Department of Housing and Urban Development pursuant to federal legislation designating 
LMDC as the grantee.  No State or City funds are used to support LMDC or its activities. 
 
Projects: 
 
LMDC funded a wide range of economic development, infrastructure, housing, community and 
cultural projects and programs in Lower Manhattan.  For the purposes of these grants, Lower 
Manhattan is defined as the portion of Manhattan on or south of Houston Street.  LMDC’s five 
largest programs, aside from the Utility Restoration and Infrastructure Rebuilding Program 
which provided financial assistance to energy and telecommunications service companies for 
utility restoration costs incurred immediately after the 9/11 attacks, are:  (i) the World Trade 
Center Memorial and Cultural Program, including the recently opened Performing Arts Center 
and the planned development of a mixed use tower on the southern portion of the World Trade 
Center site referred to as Site 5; (ii) parks and open space projects, including improvements to 
Hudson River Park, The Battery, and the East River Waterfront, and dozens of other parks and 
open spaces; (iii) economic development programs sponsored primarily by Empire State 
Development; (iv)  housing which includes the residential grant program and various affordable 
housing projects administered by City  Agencies; and (v) various community, cultural and human 
services grant programs. 

 
B. Statement of Justification: 
 
LMDC is responsible for environmental planning and compliance, grant management, financial 
oversight and reporting, risk management, performance and compliance monitoring, and audit 
related to its federally funded projects.   

 
IV. By-Laws and Organizational Documents (Attached) 
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