
QUEENS WEST DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION (QWDC) 

 

I.  Legal Name, Address and Contact Information 

 Queens West Development Corporation 
 655 Third Avenue, 4th Floor 
 New York, New York 10017 
 
 Contact: David Viana, AVP, Community Relations and Subsidiary Administration 
   (212) 803-2339 
   QueensWest@esd.ny.gov 
 
II. Names and Titles of Directors and Officers 
 
 Board of Directors: 

Amy Lawrence 
Matthew Pedersen 
Angel Santana 
David Viana 

   
 Officers: 
 Matthew Bray, Treasurer 

Debbie Royce, Acting Secretary 
 

III. Report of Purpose, Operations and Mission and Projects, Statement of Justification 
 

A. Purpose and Mission: 
 
Queens West Development Corporation (“QWDC”) was incorporated on February 10, 1992. 
QWDC is a cooperative undertaking of the State and the Port Authority, each of which has 
representatives on the QWDC Board of Directors.  Under its General Project Plan (“GPP”), which 
was adopted in 1991, QWDC is responsible for remediating and redeveloping 40 acres of former 
industrial property along the East River in Long Island City, Queens into a new waterfront 
community.  QWDC has already done much to transform this derelict and contaminated area into 
what is now a vibrant and growing community. 
 
B. Projects: 
 
One of the most significant aspects of the project that QWDC has completed is the construction 
of a 13-acre public park along the East River.  The park has breathtaking views of Manhattan and 
is considered one of the most beautiful parks in the City.  New York State Parks, Recreation & 



Preservation manages this parkland on behalf of the State.  QWDC has also provided for the 
building of 11 residential towers adjacent to the waterfront park with 4,800 units of housing. 
QWDC has delivered over 130,000 square feet in retail amenities, public streets and utilities, and 
two public schools.  The award-winning Steven Holl designed Queens Public Library on Parcel 8 
opened in September 2019. 

 
C. Statement of Justification: 

 
Although QWDC’s construction project is completed, the Corporation will need to continue to 
oversee and retain authority for several GPP development incentives, including exemption from 
property, sales and use taxes and mortgage recording tax. In addition, QWDC is responsible for 
the enforcement of the GPP Design Guidelines, administration and enforcement of developer 
leases, collection of rents and public facility charges.   

 
IV. By-Laws and Organizational Documents (Attached) 
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