
 

2025 MWBE REGIONAL OPPORTUNITIES 

EXPO SERIES – QUEENS & LONG ISLAND 
 

OCTOBER 1, 2025 

YORK COLLEGE - QUEENS, NY 

   

8:00 AM - 9:00 AM: Exhibitor Registration 

9:00 AM – 9:30 AM: Attendee Registration & Breakfast Networking 
Atrium 
 
9:45 AM – 10:00 AM: Welcome & Opening Remarks  
Atrium 

▪ Julissa Gutierrez, Chief Diversity Officer, New York State Executive Chamber 

▪ Donovan Richards, Queens Borough President  

▪ Jason Myles Clark, Executive Vice President, NYS Division of Minority and Women’s Business Development 

10:00 AM – 10:30 AM: Economic Development and Small Businesses: Queens and Long Island 
Atrium 

▪ Thomas J. Grech, President & CEO, Queens Chamber of Commerce 

▪ Justin Rodgers, President & CEO, Greater Jamaica Development Corporation 

10:30 AM – 11:15 AM: Local Project Presentations 
Atrium 

▪ Hersh K. Parekh, Deputy Chief of Intergovernmental Affairs, Port Authority of New York and New Jersey 

▪ Melissa M. Jones, Assistant Vice President, Construction Diversity Programs & Contract Compliance - 

Construction & Development, Metropolitan Transportation Authority (MTA) 

▪ Jennifer Yam, Vice President of Diversity, Inclusion and Compliance, McKissack 

▪ Jennifer Fraticelli, Director of Workforce and Contractor Diversity, L+M Development Partners  

▪ Johnny Celestin, Senior Vice President, NYC Economic Development Corporation 

▪ Erin Johnson, Senior Director, Green Economy Programs, Southwest Brooklyn Industrial Development 

Corporation 

11:15 AM – 12:15 PM: Exhibit Hall Networking  
Atrium 
 
12:15 PM – 1:00 PM: Lunch  
Cafeteria  

1:00 PM – 2:00 PM: Afternoon Workshops 

1:00 PM – 2:00 PM: Optimize Your Directory Listing to Make the Right Connections 
Classroom 2C04 

▪ Colleen Barton, Associate Certification Director, NYS Division of Minority and Women’s Business 
Development  

1:00 PM – 2:00 PM: Access to Capital: Finding the Right Financial Resources for your Business 
Classroom 2C02 

▪ Aron Kurlander, Director of Economic Development & Chief Lending Officer, Greater Jamaica Development 
Corporation & Rodney Santiago, Director of Lending, BOC Capital Corp. 

2:00 PM: Closing 
 

 

 


