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The New York State Department of Environmental Conservation (DEC) has adopted amendments to 6 
NYCRR Part 494, a rule designed to phase out the use of hydrofluorocarbons (HFCs) and other highly 
potent greenhouse gases that are primarily found in air conditioning and refrigeration equipment. 
They have a high global warming potential (GWP) - the measure of gases’ ability to trap heat in the 
atmosphere – which is even higher than that of carbon dioxide (CO2). This means HFCs cause more air 
pollution and are more detrimental to the environment than CO2. Part 494 was created in response to 
federal Environmental Protection Agency regulations and is designed to transition businesses to greener 
refrigerant alternatives. 

This regulation only applies to commercial entities and equipment. While this regulation does not prevent 
businesses from servicing existing HFC equipment, HFC refrigerants will be harder to obtain over the course 
of the phase out. This regulation does not apply to residential users or consumers. 

HFC Phase Outs
The new prohibitions outlined in Part 494-1 apply to 
commercial entities that manufacture, sell, or distribute 
bulk HFCs, HFC-containing products or equipment, or 
who install systems that contain HFCs. Part 494 begins 
by phasing out HFCs in newly manufactured items. This 
will take place in stages, starting with the most harmful 
substances first and continuing through the remaining list 
over the next ten years. 

This phase out includes new products, systems, and 
facilities as well as bulk substances. “Products” include 
consumer goods (e.g. aerosols and solvents) as well as 
equipment that contains refrigerant (e.g. air conditioners, 

heat pumps, refrigerators), whereas “systems” are 
defined as pieces of custom-built equipment that 
contains refrigerant. Systems that are currently in place 
may be retrofitted to use a refrigerant that will later 
be phased out, but retrofits will be considered “new” 
systems starting in 2029. New products and systems 
will be banned on a timeline dictated by industry type 
and their GWP. More information on the timeline can be 
found in the Part 494 Fact Sheet.  Examples of GWPs 
for common refrigerants can be found in the Regulated 
Substances Key. All new refrigeration facilities, such as 
grocery stores or ice rinks, are required to use the lowest 
GWP refrigerants upon startup.        
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Refrigerant Management Program 
Part 494-2 creates the Refrigeration Management 
Program (RMP), which applies to all owners or 
operators of commercial equipment containing more 
than 50 pounds of high GWP refrigerant. As of January 
9, 2025, the RMP requires the maintenance of records, 
leak monitoring, and leak repairs of any equipment. 
The RMP also requires entities to register facility and 
equipment information and label that equipment as 
early as June 1, 2025 (based on the equipment size 

and quantity of refrigerant). See the table below for 
more information about when entities are required 
to register. For commercial equipment that includes 
larger amounts of refrigerant, there may be additional 
requirements such as annual reporting or automatic 
leak detection systems. Registration forms, guidance, 
and contact information can be found on the DEC’s 
Part 494/495 Requirements for Suppliers and 
Owners or Operators webpage.

Assistance with Part 494 
Contact DEC for additional assistance, additional 
exemptions may apply. Entities that meet at least 
one of the following criteria may apply for a variance: 
impossibility, force majeure (extreme event out of the 
entity’s control), or economic hardship (intended for 
small businesses in disadvantaged communities). The 
criteria, requirements, and procedures are described 
in Section 494-1.8 and the application can be found on 
the DEC website.

If you are a New York state business with 100 or fewer 
employees, there are free resources to help. 

Contact the Small Business Environmental  
Support Office (SBESO) for FREE and 
CONFIDENTIAL compliance assistance related  
to HFCs  1-877-247-2329 or SBESO@esd.ny.gov.

In addition, free, and confidential air permitting 
assistance is available through the Small Business 
Environmental Assistance Program, at (585) 475-7869 
or SBEAP@rit.edu.

Registration and Labeling 
Compliance Date Who Must Register

June 1, 2025 Owners and operators of “large” refrigeration or air conditioning 
equipment with a refrigerant charge capacity of 1,500 pounds or 
greater. 

June 1, 2026 Owners or operators of “medium” refrigeration or air conditioning 
equipment with a refrigerant charge capacity of 200 to 1,499 pounds.

June 1, 2028 Owners or operators of “small” refrigeration or air conditioning 
equipment with a refrigerant charge capacity of 50 to 199 pounds. 
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