10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

EMPIRE STATE DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION

BEFORE

CREEDMORE MIXED-USE PROJECT

VIRTUAL DEIS/GPP PUBLIC HEARING

January 30,

6:00 p.m.

JUSTIN BEYER,

KARP STRATEGIES

MGR REPORTING, INC.
1(844)MGR-RPTG

2025



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

APPEARANCE S:

JUSTIN BEYER, Karp Strategies, community engagement
consultant

BOB TUTTLE, Empire State Development, assistant vice

president of real estate development and planning

MICHAEL GOLDENBERG, VHB, senior project manager

Other project participants

The public

Madeline Tavani - Stenographer

MGR REPORTING, INC.
1(844)MGR-RPTG



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

APPEARANCE S:

NAME

Justin Beyer

Bob Tuttle

Michael Goldenberg
Edward Braunstein
Linda Lee

Corey Bearak
Yolanda Ardezzone
Zakaria Kazme
Arlene Schlesinger

Angela Castellano

Carin Bail

Tanya Cruz
Robert Friedrich
Michael O'Keeffe

Richard Hellenbrecht

Naeisha Rose
Jeffrey Thompson

Hamid Siddiqui

AFFILIATION

Karp Strategies

ESD

VHB

State Assembly Member
Council Member

QOCB Board 13

General public
General public
General public

Lost Community Civic
Assoclation

Hollis Hills Civic
Associlation

General public

Glen Oaks Village
Creedmoor Civic Assoc
Bellerose Commonwealth
Civic Association
Queens Chronicle
Amity Baptist Church

General public

(Continued on following page.)

MGR REPORTING,

INC.

1(844)MGR-RPTG

PAGE

11

23

29

33

35

41

42

44

48

49

54

56

58

60

63

65

68



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

APPEARANCE S:

NAME

Ion Goran

Barbara Campbell

Kevin Ali
Mark McMillan

Cory Richardson

Neftali Maeda Gomez Sanchez

Alma Reyes
Hanif Parker
Mildy Powell
Cynthia Roach
Joe Branch
Calvin Mercer
Phil Orenstein
Suzanne Peritz
Emily Perez
Edward Goydas
Bobby Sher
Erica Bowman

David Pecoraro

Vincent Interrante

Toyy Reed

AFFILIATION

General public
Queens Power

Queens Power

QCB 13

General public
General public
General public
Queens Power

Queens Power
General public
General public
Queens Power
General public
Rocky Hill Civic Assoc.
Queens Power
General public

Bell Park Manor Terrace
General public
Community Board 13
General public

General public

MGR REPORTING, INC.
1(844)MGR-RPTG

PAGE

71

12

14

75

78

79

80

82

82

83

85

86

88

90

92

93

97

99

103

105

108



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

PROCEEDTINGS

MR. BEYER: Good evening. Welcome to
the virtual draft Environmental Statement and
general project plan hearing for the Creedmoor
mixed-use project. Thank you for joining. Welcome.

My name is Kyle Beyer of Karp Strategies, a
community engagement consultant, hired by New York
Urban Development Corporation, doing business as
Empire State Development, also referred to as ESD,
to conduct this public hearing.

Tonight I'm joined on screen by Bob Tuttle,
assistant vice president of real estate development
and planning at Empire State Development, and
Michael Goldenberg, senior project manager at VHB.

Linda and Angie, American Sign Language
interpreters for the -- from American Language
Services.

We are joined off-screen by representatives
from the project team who will be listening to the
comments. Thank you all for joining us.

Today's public hearing for the Creedmoor
mixed-use project is being held pursuant to the New
York State Environmental Quality Review Act or SEQRA

and the New York State Urban Development Corporation

MGR REPORTING, INC.
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Act.

The purpose of this hearing is to present the
public and give the public an opportunity to make
comments on a Draft Environmental Impact
Statement -- or DEIS -- and the general project
plan -- or GPP -- for ESD's proposed project.

My purpose is to run this hearing in a fair and
impartial manner and to try to make sure everyone
who wishes to comment on the DEIS and GPP has an
adequate opportunity to do so during this hearing as
time will permit. All members of the public can
also comment by a written submission which will be
explained shortly.

Please note that this is not a
question-and-answer session. It is, instead, an
opportunity for you to present your views so that
ESD can consider them in the Final Environmental
Impact Statement or FEIS and make recommendations to
ESD's directors for affirmation of modification of
the GPP.

In addition to this online hearing, these
proceedings are being recorded for future viewing on
the ESD website and a stenographic transcript of

this meeting is being made. By participating in
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this hearing, you are granting permission to have
your name, voice and likeness recorded. The full
recording of this meeting, along with a copy of the
full transcript will be made available on ESD's web
site ESD.NY.GOV/Creedmoor.

At this time, I'd like to share a few
housekeeping notes before we begin.

This slide contains instructions for optimizing
your viewing experience for those joining tonight's
hearing on a computer. Please follow the
instructions for either a PC or MacBook. I will
pause for about 20 seconds.

This slide contains instructions for those who
wish to view the hearing -- sorry. This slide
contains instructions for optimizing your viewing
experience for those joining tonight's hearing on a
phone. Please follow the instructions for either an
Android or Apple device. We will pause for another
20 seconds.

This slide contains instructions for those who
view -- wish to view the hearing with an American
Sign Language interpretation. Please refer to the
instructions based on whether you've joined

tonight's hearing by a computer or phone. I will
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pause for another 20 seconds to allow participants
to pin the ASL interpreter as needed.

Once again, the purpose of this hearing is to
give the public an opportunity to make comments
about Empire State Development's Draft Environmental
Impact Statement or DEIS and a general project plan
or GPP for the proposed project. This is not a
question-and-answer session. It is, instead, an
opportunity for you to present your views that ESD
can consider them in preparing the Final
Environmental Impact Statement or FEIS in affirming
or modifying the GPP.

If you signed up to speak before tonight's
hearing during the registration process, we have
your name, and you will be called during the verbal
comment portion of tonight's hearing. If you did
not sign up to speak before the start of the hearing
but would like to speak, please identify yourself by
using the "raise hand" function on Zoom.

If you're joining by phone only, you may dial
*6 to indicate your desire to provide verbal
testimony during the verbal comment portion of
tonight's hearing. Participants using the raised

hand function or *6 will be added to the end of the
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speaker list or in the order in which they raised
their hand or pressed *6. Once you've spoken, we
will lower your hand.

Speakers will be identified by their name or
the last three digits of their phone number. The
option to sign up to speak will end near the close
of the hearing at 7:45 p.m.

I will give you 20 seconds to read the
instructions before I move on. We will review those
instructions once more before the verbal comment
portion of tonight's hearing, and they will be
posted in the Zoom chat.

Aside from exercising verbal comments made
during tonight's hearing, comments may also be
submitted in writing after the hearing by email to
CreedmoorEIS@ESD.NY.GOV or sent via U.S. Postal
Service to Empire State Development, attention
Vanessa Calizaire, 655 Third Avenue, 4th Floor, New
York, New York 10017.

Comments must be received before the end of the
comment period, which is 5:00 p.m. Eastern Standard
Time on Monday, March 3rd. We will review these
instructions once more before the verbal comment

portion of tonight's hearing if you need to take
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note of these addresses or instructions again.

Before we begin the verbal comment portion of
tonight's hearing, we will hear from Bob Tuttle from
Empire State Development on the public approval
process and the proposed project and then from
Michael Goldenberg of VHB about the environmental
analysis.

MR. TUTTLE: Thank you, Kyle. Good
evening, everyone, and thank you for joining
tonight's public hearing.

I'm Bob Tuttle. I'm the project manager for
the Creedmoor mixed use project, and I'm in the real
estate development and planning division at Empire
State Development.

Tonight, I will be walking everyone through the
proposed project. But before that, I want to take a
moment to discuss the purpose of tonight's hearing
and the process this project is following.

The purpose of this public hearing is to
describe and receive comments on the general project
plan and the Draft Environmental Impact Statement
for the Creedmoor mixed-use project. I'll begin
with an explanation of the GPP, which will be

followed by Michael, providing an explanation of the
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DETIS.

The proposed project is a land use improvement
project under the Urban Development Corporation Act.
The UDC, through the GPP, authorizes ESD to override
New York City's zoning. In lieu of zoning, ESD will
establish design guidelines for the project. The
design guidelines govern development of the project
site, including site planning, land uses, densities
and floor area, building heights and setbacks,
parking and loading and open space.

The GPP contains general information about the
project and purposes and need for the project, an
explanation of the anticipated site acquisition and
development process, an explanation of the proposed
zoning override and ESD's environmental review
process under SEQRA. The New York City Department
of City Planning has been advised of and has given
input on the draft design guidelines for the
project, and ESD will continue to consult with NYC
planning as the project advances.

The comments received here tonight, along with
those that are submitted throughout the comment
period, will be considered and responded to in the

Final Environmental Impact Statement and will be
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considered in the recommendations made to the ESD
directors for affirmation or modification of the
GPP.

And here's the process we're following for this
project:

Beginning in January of 2023, ESD hosted a
series of workshops with over 600 attendees and met
with over 40 local organizations to gather input on
the future of the Creedmoor campus. This outreach
shaped the Creedmoor Community master plan that was
released in December 2023. And in the first half of
2024, ESD met with neighborhood civic associations
to hear their feedback on the master plan.

In July 2024, the draft scope of work was
prepared. And this is the document that explains
what will be analyzed in the Environmental Impact
Statement. There was a scoping meeting similar to
tonight's public hearing where the public had an
opportunity to comment on the draft scope of work.

In December of 2024, we held our first
community advisory committee meeting, also known as
a CAC. The CAC consists of community advocates,
representatives of community institutions and

technical experts. At that meeting, ESD discussed
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the project with the members and received their
feedback. The CAC will continue to meet as the
project phases advance; and its meetings are open to
the public.

Also, last December, we released the final
scope of work, which incorporates comments the
public provided on the draft scope of work and
includes responses to comments where every comment
received from the public is responded to by ESD. We
also presented the GPP and DEIS to the ESD directors
and published those materials for public review.

That brings us to today's GPP and DEIS public
hearing, which will be followed by a 30-day comment
period for people who would like to provide comments
or leave a voicemail.

In the second quarter of this year, the Final
Environmental Impact Statement is expected to be
completed, followed by an ESD directors' meeting to
adopt the SEQRA findings and affirm or modify the
general project plan.

With an understanding of the purpose of
tonight's hearing, let's take a step back to discuss
why this project was initiated in the first place.

I'll take a moment to share some housing information

MGR REPORTING, INC.
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that was presented to the CAC and the ESD directors
when the directors adopted GPP and certified the
DEIS into public review.

Between 2021 and 2023, the city added over
6,000 homes. However, the city's vacancy rate fell
to its lowest level since 1968. Citywide, the
vacancy rate was 1.4 percent; and in Queens, it was
0.9 percent. That rate is significantly lower than
the 4.5 vacancy rate in 2021 and the 3.6 vacancy
rate in 2017, which was the last time the survey was
taken before COVID.

And for a little perspective, a housing
emergency in New York City is defined as vacancy
rate below 5 percent.

From an income perspective, New Yorkers earning
below $200,000 a year don't have access to the
majority of rental units on the market without
becoming rent-burdened.

Looking more locally, over the last ten years,
60 affordable housing units have been built within
the council district in which Creedmoor is located,
which places this district 49th of the 51 districts
in production of affordable housing.

On the homeownership side, homes in low-density

MGR REPORTING, INC.
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zoning districts like this one have become
substantially more expensive. In these types of
neighborhoods, the median sales price in 2023 was
$700,000, which is a 79 percent increase from 2010.

What this means for New Yorkers is that those
who choose to stay in the rent and rent are more
often than not severely rent-burdened, and those
that want to become homeowners are often priced out
of the market.

This project is an opportunity to help deliver
on Governor Hochul and the New York State
legislature's 2024 budget and associated legislation
to address the city and state's housing crisis by
increasing the housing supply and creating
affordable housing opportunities. With that as some
context, let's take a look at the proposed project.

The project site is located in eastern Queens.
It's largely bordered by Hillside Avenue to the
south and Winchester Boulevard to the west, Union
Turnpike to the north and a mix of public and
private properties, along with 240th Street to the
east.

Due to changes in how services are provided by

New York State Office of Mental Health and the New
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York Office for People with Development
Disabilities, these State agencies have consolidated
their operations and a portion of the campus has
become underutilized. However, both agencies
continue to bear the financial and administrative
burdens of securing and maintaining these vacant and
deteriorating buildings, and the surrounding
neighborhoods have a large underutilized and gated
area within their community.

This underutilized area is our project site.
The site is approximately 59 acres within the larger
125-acre Creedmoor campus. The remaining
approximately 66 acres will continue to provide
patient service and be operated by OMH and the
OPWDD.

The proposed project would redevelop the
project site from a gated and underutilized campus
into a mixed-use community with visual and physical
connections to better integrate the project site
with the adjacent neighborhoods. The project would
include much needed mixed-income housing, public and
private open space, community amenities and
neighborhood retail.

The project would also include infrastructure

MGR REPORTING, INC.
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improvements, such as upgrades to the sewer, water
and roadway networks. Redevelopment of the project
site would also address environmental and safety
conditions caused by the site's previous uses and
deteriorating building stock.

And in addition to housing, amenities and
infrastructure, the project could further the
state's commitment to minority and women-owned
business enterprises by creating access to jobs and
contracting opportunities during the planning and
construction phases of the project.

Redevelopment of the project site would provide
a range of housing options, including affordable
rental and affordable and market-rate homeownership.
Affordable housing would be a mix of studio to
three-bedroom units. Some of the affordable housing
would include wraparound services to support the
needs of seniors, individuals contending with mental
illness and our nation's veterans. Homeownership
and rental units would be interspersed throughout
the project site.

The housing building types would include
multifamily buildings, triplexes and semi-detached

homes.
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Also interspersed throughout the site, the
project envisions space for community facilities
which include older adult centers, an early
childhood education center and a community
recreation center.

Additionally, the project includes space for
small-scale retail to help meet some of the retail
needs in the area and create jobs.

A public school is also envisioned as part of
this project. It will be built as the need for
additional schools seek capacity and funding as
identified by the City's Department of Education and
School Construction Authority.

The site would include an extensive amount of
public and private open space. The most prominent
public open space would be in the center of the
site. Other open spaces, which would be spread
throughout the site would be a mix of passive spaces
for relaxing and active spaces such as playgrounds
and recreational courts. Private open spaces would
include front and backyards for semi-detached homes
for triplexes and roof terraces for many of the
multifamily buildings.

The proposed project would include parking

MGR REPORTING, INC.
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structures at the base of many of the multifamily
homeownership and rental buildings. It would also
include two parking garages and two surface parking
lots. There will also be driveways for the
semi-detached homes and street parking as part of
the new roadway network.

The majority of the existing buildings on the
project site are between 55 and 78 feet tall. The
design of the proposed project places two-story or
approximately 20-foot-high, semi-detached homes on
the eastern portion of the site which is nearest the
existing residences to the east. Behind the
semi-detached homes and more interior to the project
site would be three-story or approximately
30-foot-high triplexes before reaching buildings
that would be four to eight stories or approximately
45 to 85 feet.

Housing with frontage on Hillside Avenue would
be four stories or approximately 45 foot high before
rising to between 5 and 8 stories on the project
site's interior blocks.

From Union Turnpike in the north, which is
further from existing housing and nearest the

20-story or 273-foot tall Creedmoor Psychiatric
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Center, the building heights would be between 4 and
8 stories, which, again, 1is approximately 45 to
85 feet.

The proposed project is planned to be phased
development. Phases A through F would be -- rather,
would involve development such as housing and
infrastructure. And Phase G would be upgrades to
(audio disruption) street network to comply with New
York City DOT standards.

In addition to ensuring that population growth
is incremental, the phasing strategies spreads the
use of state and city subsidy over multiple capital
budget plans. We anticipate that the first phase
would be along Hillside Avenue, and it would consist
of approximately 350 housing units and break ground
in 2027.

And here's a look at the proposed project by
the numbers. Please note that these numbers are
approximate.

The residential housing units would include
1,526 homeownership units and 1,249 rental units.

The rental units would be a mix of 393 units
dedicated to affordable senior housing.

428 units of affordable supportive housing.

MGR REPORTING, INC.
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And 428 units of affordable rental housing.

76,000 square feet would be for neighborhood
retail.

And 194,600 square feet for community facility
space with 50,000 square feet for a recreation
center.

16,500 square feet for older adult centers.

8,100 square feet for an early childhood
education center.

And a 120,000-square-foot public school.

There would be 3,200 parking spaces distributed
amongst garages, surface lots, driveways and street
parking.

And 12 acres of open space, of which 6 acres
would be publicly accessible.

This concludes the portion of tonight's
presentation detailing the proposed project. Again,
thank you for your participation, and we look
forward to your comments.

I'll now turn it over to Michael Goldenberg
with ESD's consultant team conducting the
environmental analysis to explain more about the
Draft Environmental Impact Statement.

Michael?
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MR. GOLDENBERG: Thank you, Bob.

Hello and good evening. My name is Michael
Goldenberg with VHB. We are supporting ESD's
environmental review efforts. As Bob mentioned, I
will be spending a few minutes summarizing the key
aspects of the recently completed Draft
Environmental Impact Statement, which was published
on December 19th, 2024, and is available for review
and comment.

The proposed project is a type 1 action for the
New York State Environmental Quality Review Act, or
SEQRA, with ESD as lead agency. The Draft
Environmental Impact Statement was prepared to
assess potential environmental impacts of the
proposed actions, present mitigation measures for
identified significant adverse impacts and explore
alternatives that may avoid or reduce potential
impacts.

Development of the proposed project is
anticipated to occur in several phases, with the
first phase beginning in 2027 and the final phase
completing in 2020 -- 2040. Therefore, the build
area that was analyzed in the EIS is 2040.

The proposed actions associated with this

MGR REPORTING, INC.
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project include approval of a general project plan,
acquisition and disposition of the project site,
potential State or City funding and financing,
future action to map roadways within the project
site as city streets.

Over the next few slides, I will review the
technical analyses conducted and summarize their key
findings.

Since the proposed project is located in New
York City, ESD as the lead agency for the
preparation of the EIS has followed the guidance,
methodologies and thresholds presented in New York
City Environmental Quality Review or SEQRA technical
manual.

For the technical shown on this slide, ESD has
conducted detailed analyses which are described in
the draft EIS. The five technical areas that are
shown in green are those where the proposed project
was found to have a significant adverse impact,
which I will explain next.

These detailed analyses led to the
determination that once the proposed project is
fully constructed and implemented, it could result

in significant adverse impacts as well as temporary
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impacts in some areas. First, I will discuss
significant adverse impacts followed by discussion
of temporary impacts.

Significant adverse impacts to the following
resources include:

Based on the project's new residences, the
proposed project would result in a significant
adverse impact to public libraries.

Direct impact to historic architectural
resources related to the loss of buildings and
copper-covered walkways. The project would also
result in contextual impacts to nearby historic
resources.

Traffic delays. Additionally, during the
construction period there could be temporary
significant adverse impacts as follows:

Temporary impact on early childhood programs
due to the increased population until the proposed
on-site childcare facility is operational. This
impact would occur between the start of construction
of Phase B in approximately 2009 and the completion
of Phase C in 2033.

Temporary shortfall in open space during the

construction of Phase B, which would last until all
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active open space resources on the project site are
in operation at full project build-out.

Traffic delays during the construction period
and construction noise at several receptor
locations.

Based on the findings as presented in the draft
EIS, ESD is exploring potential mitigation measures
to address these impacts. Potential mitigation
measures to address libraries will be explored with
the Queens Public Library. To mitigate the
potential childcare center impact, ESD is exploring
a phasing modification to include the proposed
childcare center in an earlier phase of
construction.

Potential open space mitigation is also being
considered. Currently, ESD is in consultation with
the New York State Office of Parks, Recreation and
Historic Preservation to identify suitable
mitigation measures for the adverse effect to
architectural resources.

Partial mitigation measures may include reuse
of historic buildings or elements of structures, a
construction protection plan or on-site interpretive

displays or signage.
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The EIS identifies traffic capacity
improvements such as signal phasing and timing
changes that would be implemented by the New York
City Department of Transportation, or NYC DOT.

These measures will not fully mitigate all traffic
delays.

For construction traffic, several intersections
would remain unmitigated as detailed in the
construction chapter of the DEIS.

To mitigate construction noise, possible
mitigation measures could include noise barriers and
prohibition of pile driving to the extent
practicable.

ESD evaluated four alternatives to the proposed
project. These include the no-action alternative,
which is basically what the project site would be in
the future if the proposed project did not occur.
The no-action alternative serves as a future
baseline of comparison for analyses presented in the
DEIS. While the no-action alternative would not
result in any significant adverse impacts, it would
not meet the purpose and need of the proposed
project.

The lower density alternative considers a
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program that would result in fewer dwelling units
than the proposed project, while maintaining the
proposed nonresidential uses.

The Union access alternatives consider an
additional access point to the project site from
Union Turnpike.

Both alternatives are anticipated to result in
similar impacts to that of the proposed project.

Finally, the no unmitigated impacts alternative
considers development that would eliminate the
proposed project's unmitigated significant adverse
impacts.

Here is another look at the process and
timeline that has been followed which Bob discussed
earlier. As mentioned earlier, tonight's GPP and
DEIS public hearing will be followed by a 30-day
comment period for people that would like to provide
written comments or leave a voicemail.

MR. BEYER: Thank you, Bob and
Michael.

As we begin the verbal comment portion of
tonight's hearing, we are joined by the following
elected officials and the representative of the

Community Boards who have asked to address the
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hearing:

Senator Tobi Stavisky, Assembly Member Edward
Braunstein and Council Member Linda Lee, Queens
Community Board 13 Representative, Corey Bearak.

Thank you for joining this evening. Please
prepare to speak, and I will call your name, and you
will be prompted to unmute yourself, and you'll have
the option to share your video.

First, I would like to call up Senator Toby
Stavisky.

MR. TUTTLE: I think the Senator is
going to join us in just a little bit.

MR. BEYER: Okay.

MR. TUTTLE: Thanks.

MR. BEYER: Then I'll call up Assembly
Member Edward Braunstein.

Assembly Member, please state your name and
title for the record before you begin.

MR. BRAUNSTEIN: Thank you, Kyle. My
name 1is Edward Braunstein. I'm a State Assembly
Member representing District 26, which includes the
Creedmoor campus.

I spoke to Senator Stavisky earlier; she was

having trouble logging on. She will be submitting
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written testimony that is very similar to what I'm
about to read. So I'm going to start with some
prepared remarks, and then I'll just make some
comments.

From day one, I have said that any proposed
redevelopment of the Creedmoor site should be
community-driven and must reflect the vision and
needs of the local community.

Two years ago ESD kicked off what was billed as
an outreach and engagement process, and in the time
since, has hoisted virtual and in-person public
hearings, welcoming the community to submit their
input on the proposed development. The community
responded, attending meetings with questions,
comments and concerns.

However, as the process wore on and with the
release of the master plan, it became clear that the
community input was largely ignored. Density
concerns remain. Queens Community Board 13 and
local civic organizations have provided a wealth of
feedback on the ESD proposal. Considering that the
neighboring Glen Oaks Village has approximately
2,900 garden-style units, spread out over 110 acres

and ESD proposes nearly the same number of units,
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some in six- to eight-story buildings on about half
the acreage, the community understandably has
concerns.

The community is already underserved as transit
options are concerned. A project of this density
would put a great strain on local roads,
infrastructure and emergency and municipal services.
That's why Community Board 13 proposed 1,000 new
housing units in lower-rise buildings on the 59-acre
site. This is a reasonable proposal that puts the
site closer in line to the surrounding density while
building new housing.

Unfortunately and despite this, the master plan
remained largely unchanged from previous proposals.
It's not enough to host feedback sessions. Feedback
must be actually realized.

For these reasons, I do not support the plan in
its current form. I urge ESD to go back to the
drawing board and come up with a proposal that
thoroughly implements the community's input.

So, essentially, you know, my —-- my point is
that this is being billed as a community-driven
project. They're calling -- you're calling it a

community master plan, but it's anything but that.
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I mean, we've heard from civic groups, we've heard
from the community board.

If you ask the local elected officials, Senator
Stavisky, myself, I believe Councilwoman Lee may
testify later. We've all expressed concerns over
the density of this proposal throughout the entire
process. We've —-- we understand the desire to
create new housing; we appreciate that concern. We
believe there should be new housing at this site.

We just believe that doubling the density of the
surrounding community is -- puts too much of a
strain on the local infrastructure.

So I'm -- once again, this is another community
input session, once again, the local community is
expressing their concern with the proposal and
the -- the ESDC continues to go forward in calling
this a community-driven plan when it's anything but.

I just want to point out that Senator Stavisky
and I have opted not to participate in the Community
Advisory Council because it's -- this 1is,
essentially, Jjust a charade, and we don't want to
lend credibility to a charade that the community has
a voice in any of this.

So I appreciate the opportunity to express
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myself and to express what I believe is the concerns
of the community I represent. And moving forward, I
will continue to oppose the density of this project,
and hope that ESDC will finally recognize that and
come back to the community with a more appropriate
proposal. So thank you for the opportunity to
speak. I appreciate it.

MR. BEYER: Thank you, Assembly
Member.

Next I'd like to call up Council Member Linda
Lee. Council Member, please state your name when
you're ready.

MS. LEE: Sure. Can you guys hear me?
MR. BEYER: Yes.
MS. LEE: Okay. Perfect.

Hi. My name is the Linda Lee, Council Member
for District 23.

And I think, Ed, you said it the best. You
basically laid out a lot of our concerns that us as
the local elected officials have, which is around
all of those things. I want to emphasize the
infrastructure, the density, the height of the
buildings which we all had stated were concerns of

ours in the -- in the initial proposals.
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And right now, you have about 100 people who
are waiting on this call to testify, and I just want
to thank those of you who are waiting patiently to
testify and to have your voices heard from the
community. And I Jjust -- I just want to emphasize
again what Assembly Member Braunstein already said,
which is the importance of community input in this
plan. I really cannot emphasize enough how
important this is to have local residents.

If you look at the map, what's directly
surrounding a lot of this project are, you know,
like you mentioned, private residences, private
spaces where —-- and co-ops and condos where there
already are a lot of residents that are living
there.

And I just -- I don't think that this plan goes
far enough in terms of incorporating a lot of the
feedback and concerns that the community has had
throughout the listening sessions. And I, you know,
encourage everyone, obviously, as always, this is a
public hearing, and this is meant for community
input, to really specifically address any concerns
that you may have. And, of course, myself and

Senator Stavisky and Assembly Member Braunstein have
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been hearing the community's concerns on this, and
we're hoping that we will still be able to negotiate
certain aspects of this plan. And, again, as my
colleague had mentioned, you know, we understand the
need for affordable housing.

But, you know, this is a very severely, you
know, transit desert area where there are not a lot
of options to get around, and so we really need to
think through how all that is going to impact, you
know, what is there currently.

And so I just wanted to again associate my --
my comments because -- because I think Assembly
Member Braunstein had brought it up so eloquently.
And you know, I look forward to hearing, you know,
the testimonies from tonight and just, you know,
continuing the conversation. Thank you.

MR. BEYER: Thank you, Council Member.

Next I'd like to call up Queens Community Board
13 Representative Corey Bearak.

Corey, when you're ready, please state your
name.

MR. BEARAK: Okay. I guess you don't
want me to start my video. That's fine.

My name is Corey Bearak. I chair the Community
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Board 13 -- you want me to start my video now -- I
chair the Community Board -- the Queens Community
Board 13 land use subcommittee on Creedmoor, and I'm
reading a statement that was approved of allowing me
at the Community Board's meeting Monday evening.

And I also want to thank the Council Member and
the Assembly Member and Senator Stavisky for their
continued support for the community on this.

Queens Community Board 13 demands that Empire
State Development immediately withdraw its general
project plan for its Creedmoor mixed-use project and
replace it with the Queens Community Board 13
community plan to build no more than 1,000 new units
on the approximately 59-acre site.

On July 18th, 2024, the Queens Community Board
13 submitted comment on the draft scope of work for
the Draft Environmental Impact Statement. Queens
Community Board 13 then testified that following
ESD's release of the -- a group of fellow civic
leaders met with Community Board leaders and found
it essentially changed very little from the misnamed
"Creedmoor Community master plan" released the
previous winter. It failed to follow the community

recommendations.
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Queens Community Board 13 and the community
then and to this day strongly and smartly
recommended no more than 1,000 units and with no
supportive housing. 1,000 units would provide the
proper amount density for this site in our eastern
Queens community.

Queens Community Board 13 also points out the
failure to include our community plan as a study
alternative as part of the SEQRA process. And that
means we still face a grossly out-of-scale project
for this community.

Queens Community Board 13 raised the ESD scheme
to impose additional supportive housing as part of
the -- as part of this so-called mixed-use project
would exacerbate the existing oversaturation of
supportive housing in Queens Community Board 13.
And there's already supportive housing on the
Creedmoor campus as well.

Five months later, in a letter to the ESD
board, Queens Community Board 13 urged withdrawal of
the resolution that provided the authorization to
adopt the proposed general project plan and so on.

We ask for this board ignore the community's

position that ESD withdraw its resolution and
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commit, instead, to work on the Community Board 13
and community on implementing our plan, which
emphasizes community affordability. ©No plan to
develop this Creedmoor site can be ultimately
realized without the support of the Queens Community
Board 13 and its community.

As a result, Queens Community Board 13 demands
ESD evidence to cease all activity with respect to
its scheme and to collaborate with Queens Community
Board 13 and the community to actualize and develop
the Queens Community Board 13 community plan. Thank
you.

MR. BEYER: Great. Thanks so much,

Corey.

Sorry. We are just trying to figure out how
to -- I think we might need to change rooms to allow
for some folks to join, so we are just trying to
figure that out, currently. I will send a link
shortly with the new Zoom, so we can jump to that
room, and we will move the verbal comment to that
section. Just bear with us for a moment.

Okay. Looks like maybe the problem resolved
itself, and I think we can move on to the next

section. Apologies for that mix-up.
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So the next slide contains instruction for
those to wish to view the hearing with American Sign
Language interpretation. Please refer to the
instructions based on whether you've joined
tonight's hearing by computer or phone. I will
pause for 20 seconds to allow participants to pin
the ASL interpreter as needed.

As I mentioned at the beginning of the meeting,
if you signed to speak up during the registration
process, your name has already been recorded. If
you did not sign up to speak before the start of
tonight's public hearing but would like to speak,
please identify yourself using the raise hand
function on Zoom. The instructions for this are
being shown on your screen right now. They can be
found in the Zoom chat.

If you're joining by phone only, you may dial
*6 to indicate your desire to provide testimony.
Participants using the raise hand function or *6
will be added to the end of the speaker list. Once
you've spoken, we will lower you hand. The option
to sign up to speak will end near the close of the
hearing at 7:45 p.m.

As a courtesy, elected officials who join us
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during this time will be able to provide comment
upon request.

Each speaker will be allotted three minutes to
ensure that everyone gets a chance to provide their
comments here tonight. Finally, I want to remind
you that the purpose of this hearing is to afford
you an opportunity to make comments on the DEIS or
GPP. This is not a question-and-answer session.

I'll begin by calling the names of those who
have registered to speak or with the last digits of
your phone number if you are using a telephone
dial-in option and not the Zoom app.

Now, please listen carefully for the
instructions on the verbal comments process.

When your name or the last three digits of your
phone number are called, you will have the option to
share your video when you speak. You will be
prompted to unmute yourself, and we'll make sure you
are ready before starting the time clock.

We ask that speakers exercise civil conduct
during their testimony. Speakers using
inappropriate language will be muted and cautioned
before being allowed to continue. When three

minutes have passed, you will be muted and your
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video will be shut off to allow for the next
speaker, and you will be invited to send any
remaining comments to ESD's mailing or email
address.

Before you begin, please state your name and
affiliation for the record. If you are appearing as
a representative of an organization or governmental
entity, please identify the organization or entity.

The first five speakers will be: Paulette
Zimmerman, John Anthony Scott, Yolanda Ardezzone,
Zakaria Kazmi and Ronald Long. Please prepare to
speak.

The first speaker is Paulette Zimmerman.
Please let me know when you're ready.

(No response.)
MR. BEYER: The next speaker is John
Anthony Scott. Please let me know when you're
ready.
(No response.)
MR. BEYER: The next speaker is
Yolanda Ardezzone. Please let me know you're ready.
MS. ARDEZZONE: I'm ready.
MR. BEYER: Thank you. Please state

your name for the record. And if applicable, state
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the name of the organization or governmental entity
that you represent. Your three minutes starts now.

MS. ARDEZZONE: Yes, I'm -- I live in
this neighborhood. My name is Yolanda Ardezzone.
And I don't agree with the building of the housing
in Creedmoor. Our neighborhood is already crowded
as 1s, and we moved into the neighborhood because it
was, you know, nice. We had room and all that
stuff. Now you're building more housing, more
people are coming in. We're not going to have the
beauty of the neighborhood anymore because this is
going to be like living in Manhattan with tall
buildings. And I'm sure there's not going to be
plenty of parking for -- for the people that move in
into these buildings.

I will also write a letter, you know, saying my
opinion. But I don't agree with the project, so
that's basically all I want to say.

MR. BEYER: Thank you for your
comment. Your time is now up, and we will moving to
the next sneaker.

The next speaker is Zakaria Kazme. Please let
me know when you're ready.

MR. KAZME: Hello. I'm ready.
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MR. BEYER: Thank you. Please state
your first name for the record. If applicable,
state the name of the organization or government
entity that you represent. Your three minutes
starts now.

MR. KAZME: Hello. My name 1is Zakaria
Kazme. I'm a member of the Creedmoor advisory --
community advisory committee.

And I want to speak in favor of the GPP and
Environmental Impact Statement. I think they meet
the needs of the city and the community as a whole
as far as creating new housing and addressing the
ongoing housing crisis we're facing.

Three things I want to especially mention and
hope to see continued as this project continues is

that the scale and speed of this project are not

decreased. I don't want to see any delays, and I
want to see the density remain the same. Primarily
because, again, it solves this -- it's a step in

solving the housing crisis we're facing in the city.
Something I did want to mention very

specifically about the Draft Environmental Impact

Statement in the alternative section, page 3 of the

alternative section, where they talk about the lower
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density alternative. It's cutting the houses that
are suggested by a significant margin, and it
doesn't mitigate any of the adverse impacts that the
original project and the plan project already have,
so I see that this alternative really provides no
benefit and really goes antithetical to, really, the
whole point of the project, which is addressing the
housing crisis that we're in right now.

Yeah. That's it. Thank you.

MR. BEYER: Thank you for your

comment.
We will be moving down to the next speaker.
The next speaker 1s Ronald Long. Please let me
know when you're ready.
(No response.)

MR. BEYER: The next five speakers
will be: Arlene Schlesinger, Jeffrey Connors, David
Pecoraro, Minnie Ramwell and Paul Buciliano.

The next speaker is Arlene Schlesinger. Please
let me know when you're ready.

MS. SCHELSINGER: Good evening. My
name 1s Arlene Schlesinger, and I'm here
representing the neighborhood of Bellerose and our

community of Palace Hills.
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I'm glad that Corey got to say that letter from
Community Board 13. The letter states firmly
against the current Creedmoor master plan as it is,
echoing the concerns of the civic leaders and
residents who have voiced for well over a year. The
letter isn't just words, it represents the voices of
the community civic association and local leaders
who truly understand the area's needs.

We're not being unreasonable in our asks. The
request made by Community Board 13 are fair,
balanced and reflect what this community actually
needs. Yet Empire State Development has remained
tone deaf to our concerns for a year and a half,
ignoring Community Board 13's well-founded
objection. Pushing forward with this
overdevelopment is an insult to the residents and
people of eastern Queens who will be directly
impacted.

The Bellerose community and nearby areas
already have 80 percent more supportive housing than
most areas of the city. This community has already
done more than its fair share in providing housing
and services, yet ESD continues to push even more on

us without regard for the strain on the resources
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and the infrastructure.

I also did notice in your introduction, when
you talked about infrastructure, you didn't mention
the electric grid and how much strain that would put
on it.

The Creedmoor plan would bring between 10- and
12,000 people into an area that cannot support them.
Community Board 13 civic leaders and local residents
have pointed this out repeatedly, that a thousand
union plan -- a thousand-unit plan is far more
reasonable and sustainable.

I represent a petition of almost 4,800
residents who are against this development. These
signatures were gathered the old-fashioned way, by
going door to door, speaking with our neighbors and
listening to their concerns. Many of these
residents barely speak English and are fearful of
this plan.

In July, I was on the phone for nearly an hour
with two representatives from Empire State
Development. It's now January. They told me they
would get back to me. The same pattern repeats at
civic meetings. We're simply met with wvague, gauged

answers and empty promises of getting back to us.
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This is not acceptable.

Community Board 13 and civic association local
board represents tens of thousands of residents, yet
ESD pushes to push forward like a freight train
without brakes.

You have to hear us. A win-win situation 1is
possible as long as ESD will listen to us. We
demand an in-person sitdown with ESD with our civic
leaders —-- our elected officials, not outsiders -—--
to create a plan that both the community and ESD
benefit from.

It's time to stop ignoring us. Hear us, work
with us and find a right solution. Thank you.

MR. BEYER: Thank you for your
comment. We will be moving on the next speaker.
The next speaker is Jeffrey Connors. Please let me
now when you're ready.

(No response.)

MR. BEYER: The next speaker is David
Pecoraro.

(No response.)

MR. BEYER: The next speaker is Minnie
Ramwell.

(No response.)
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MR. BEYER: The next speaker is Paul
Buciliano.

(No response.)

MR. BEYER: The next five speakers
are, Angela Castellano, Victoria Pallo, Miriam
Benzman, Carin Bail and Cathy Lotto. Please prepare
to speak.

The next speaker is Angela Castellano. Please
let me know when you're ready.

MS. CASTELLANO: Thank you.

MR. BEYER: Thank you.

MS. CASTELLANO: My name is Angela
Castellano. Lost Community Civic Association.

I oppose the current plan and endorse the
alternate plan put forward by the Queens Community
Board 13. Thank you.

MR. BEYER: Thank you for your
comment. We will be moving to the next speaker.

The next speaker is Victoria Pallo. Please let
me know when you're ready.

(No response.)

MR. BEYER: The next speaker is Miriam

Benzman. Please let me know when you're ready.

(No response.)
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MR. BEYER: The next speaker is Carin
Bail. Please let me know when you're ready.

MS. BAIL: Hi there.

MR. BEYER: Thank you. Please state
your first and last name for the record. If
applicable, state the name of the organization or
governmental entity that you represent. Your three
minutes start now.

MS. BAIL: My name is Carin Bail, and
I'm talking to you as a civic leader for the Hollis
Hills Civic Association.

I just want to say that I oppose this plan in
its current form. Thank you for having me.

I'm so baffled by this housing crisis that
people keep mentioning, because there's tens of
thousands of units that sit empty in NYCHA
buildings, but our government is not working on
fixing those and, perhaps, that would be a good use
of some attention.

But I stand you before you today -- I stand you
before you -- I stand here before you today, deeply
disheartened and frustrated and also disillusioned
by what's been happening for the last two years. We

were told to believe in the sanctity of democracy
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and that our voices would matter and that our
concerns would be respected, and the democratic
process was alive and well. But we've witnessed
nothing short of a facade.

Because we're here once again. And I believe
at the beginning of the call, Kyle mentioned that
you're here to listen to our concerns, to negotiate.
But none of our concerns seem to be taken into
consideration because the same plan keeps being
presented over and over again, and I find that
strange.

When the Borough President mentioned in his
spring newsletter that over 2,000 units would be
built on the Creedmoor campus, it kind of felt like
a slap in the face because we were promised
negotiations with the community. Where were the
real opportunities for dialogue?

Instead, we were met with a defensiveness,
dismal accuracies of NIMBY-ism, and we have over
45-, 4700 local residents that signed a petition in
opposition of the project in its current form. No
one is saying let's not compromise, let's not come
to the table, but every time we get, like, more

opposition and more indifference.
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So at many of these meetings there were
contractors and realtors and all these different
type of folks who had some sort of like a vested
interest in this project, but myself, a civic
leader, and others were not invited to these
meetings who were going to be directly impacted by
the development. We were left out of these
conversations. We were never truly consulted. And
I'm just curious why our concerns were ignored. And
was it ever meant to be this way, or was it ever
meant for us to be part of this decision-making
process before it even began?

This isn't democracy. It's a show. A really
well-rehearsed performance that make us feel like we
had a voice, when in reality all decisions were made
behind closed doors. And now we're left with a
shattered trust and a fractured sense of community
and the painful realization that you're probably
going to do this project, and we're here again
saying the same thing.

The Borough President also voted yes for the
city of yes (sic) when 12 out of 14 community boards
in Queens said no. So I'm just really saddened by

the utter lack of meaningful engagement and the
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failure of Empire State and the borough president to
really try to find a solution, because there was no
genuine dialogue and there was no real effort to try
to understand the concerns of the people that were
going to bear the consequences of the development.

Instead, we were silenced, and other voices
were being amplified like Queens --

MR. BEYER: Thank you for your
comment. Your time is now up. We'll be moving on
to the next speaker.

The next speaker is Cathy Lotto. Please let me
know when you're ready.
(No response.)

MR. BEYER: 1I'll now circle back to
the top of the list to let any participants who
registered to speak but didn't have a chance to do
so earlier.

The next speaker is Paulette Zimmerman. Please
let me know when you're ready.
(No response.)

MR. BEYER: Just a reminder to please
update your name in the Zoom chat if you haven't
already.

T also note that if you're raising your hand,
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we've recorded you, and we will lower your hands
once you've spoken.
Once again, Paulette Zimmerman, please let us
know when you're ready.
(No response.)
MR. BEYER: The next speaker is John

Anthony Scott. Please let us know when you're

ready.
(No response.)
MR. BEYER: The next speaker is Ronald
Long. Please let us know when you're ready.
(No response.)
MR. BEYER: The next speaker is
Jeffrey Connors. Please let us know when you're
ready.
(No response.)
MR. BEYER: The next speaker is David
Pecoraro. Please let us know when you're ready.

(No response.)
MR. BEYER: The next speaker is Minnie
Ramwell. Please let us now when you're ready.
(No response.)
MR. BEYER: The next speaker is Paul

Buciliano. Please let us know when you're ready.
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(No response.)

MR. BEYER: The next speaker is
Victoria Pallo. Please let us know when you're
ready.

(No response.)

MR. BEYER: The next speaker is Miriam

Benzman. Please let us know when you're ready.
(No response.)

MR. BEYER: The next speaker is Cathy

Lotto. Please let us know when you're ready.
(No response.)

MR. BEYER: The next five speakers
are: Tanya Cruz, Robert Friedrich, Jennifer
Burrata, Mary Wait and Laurie Friedman. Please
prepare to speak.

The next speaker is Tanya Cruz. Please let us
know when you're ready.

MS. CRUZ: I'm ready.

MR. BEYER: Thank you. Please state
your first and last name for the record. If
applicable, state the name of the organization or
governmental entity that you represent. And your
three minutes start now.

MS. CRUZ: My name is Tanya Cruz, and
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I'm speaking as -- for the general public and
support the Corey Bearak and the resolution that was
recently passed at Community Board 13.

I have been on Community Board 13 for over 20
years, and I've watched my board members from the
north constantly try to develop at Creedmoor that
would not cause any congestion or anything changing.
And I have never seen the state in all my years,
come support the community's efforts to see what we
can put in Creedmoor.

We have a governor that has come in, has stated
that there's a housing crisis and automatically Jjust
come to the state property, yet again, and decide
what is going there with no consideration of the
community that has been there 50 years. And it's
awful that this would happen.

The prior governor decided to put UBS on state
land to the east of this property that is actually
killing that same community. So I don't know how
much the community in the north can tolerate and the
insolence of the state that their concerns is -- 1is
remarkable, and it's not something that we support,
not a process that engaged and was led by the

community. And even the state -- elected officials

MGR REPORTING, INC.
1(844)MGR-RPTG



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

55

have time and time again, for decades, explained
this to the state. Thank you.

MR. BEYER: Thank you for your
comment. I will be moving on to the next speaker.

The next speaker is Robert Friedrich. Robert,
please let me know when you're ready.

MR. FRIEDRICH: My name 1s Bob
Friedrich, and I'm the president of Glen Oaks
Village, a co-op located adjacent to Creedmoor.

We are a working-class community of 10,000
residents with 2,904 apartments and a 134 two-story
buildings. We are the largest garden apartment
co-op in New York.

The ESD plan being presented remains,
essentially, unchanged from their original proposal.
Although the report contends that they met numerous
times with community stakeholders, the plan reflects
none of the comments, letters and suggestions made
by 14 civic associations and Community Board 13.
It's as 1f all of our outreach fell on deaf ears.
This is not a plan coming out of community
collaboration, but a plan in which the community was
excluded.

Community Board 13 with civic leaders strongly
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recommended no more than a thousand residential
units consistent with the surrounding community.
Glen Oaks Village has 2,900 units on 125 acres. The
ESD plan has about the same number of units on

59 acres. Yes, it's more than double the density of
nearby Glen Oaks Village.

More worrisome 1s the enormous amount of
supportive housing in the plan, and this supportive
housing has not been placed in the interior of the
plan but along the perimeter, union Turnpike and
Hillside Avenue, just feet away from residential
homes. That is unacceptable. CB13 is already
oversaturated with supportive housing, and ESD must
consider the impact of additional such housing on
the neighboring community. Any supportive housing
must be limited to the Creedmoor Psychiatric Center
campus and its nonprofit mental health partners and
not in a new residential community.

We ask ESD and their board to immediately pause
the plan and work in earnest with Community Board
13, the local civic community leaders to develop a
plan that everyone can support. Thank you.

MR. BEYER: Thank you for your

comment. We will be moving on to the next speaker.
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The next speaker is Jennifer Burrata. Please
let us now when you're ready.
(No response.)

MR. BEYER: The next speaker is Mary

Wait. Please let us now when you're ready to speak.
(No response.)

MR. BEYER: The next speaker is Laurie
Friedman. Please let us know when you're ready to
speak.

(No response.)

MR. BEYER: The next five speakers
are: Vincent Interrante, Michael O'Keeffe, Joyce
Marino, Evelyn Grace Mustero and Philip Malizia.
Please prepare to speak.

The next speaker is Vincent Interrante. Please
let me know when you're ready to speak.
(No response.)

MR. BEYER: The next speaker is
Michael O'Keeffe. Please let me know when you're
ready to speak.

MR. O'KEEFFE: I'm ready.

MR. BEYER: Please state your first
and last name for the record. If applicable, state

the name of the organization or governmental entity
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that you represent. Your three minutes starts now.

MR. O'KEEFFE: My name is Mike
O'Keeffe. 1I'm the president of the Creedmoor Civic
Association in Bellerose and a member of the Queens
Community Board 13. Thank you for this opportunity
to speak.

The Creedmoor Civic Association is in agreement
with the proposal made by Queens Community Board 13.
The project that is currently proposed is way too
big. It will be like dropping a city in the middle
of a low density neighborhood. Our proposal is a
reasonable compromise.

The communities around Creedmoor Hospital and
Community Board 13 in general are already doing way
more than our fair share dealing with existing
supportive housing. We've been making these points
all along, and I see nothing to indicate that
decision-makers representing New York State have any
regard for these legitimate community concerns.
Thank you.

MR. BEYER: Thank you for your
comment. We will be moving on to the next speaker.

The next speaker is Joyce Marino. Please let

me know when you're ready to speak.
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(No response.)

MR. BEYER: The next speaker is Evelyn
Grace Mustero. Please let me know when you're ready
to speak.

(No response.)

MR. BEYER: The next speaker is Philip
Malizia. Please let me know when you're ready to
speak.

(No response.)

MR. BEYER: The next five speakers
are: Robert Goldfein, Richard Hellenbrecht, Mike
Feller, Toyy Reed and Naeisha Rose. Please prepare
to speak.

The next speaker is Robert Goldfein. Please
let me know when you're ready to speak.
(No response.)

MR. BEYER: The next speaker is
Richard Hellenbrecht. Please let me know when
you're ready to speak.

MR. HELLENBRECHT: Good evening. My
name 1s Richard Hellenbrecht. I'm an officer of the
Bellerose Commonwealth Civic Association. My --
which begins less than a half a mile east of the

Creedmoor campus on Hillside Avenue. I participated
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with numerous civic leaders covering the entire area
of Queens Community Board 13 to review this proposed
Empire State Development project at Creedmoor.

This group of civic leaders are from the same
local communities which have hosted Creedmoor
Psychiatric Center and all of its successor
residential and outpatient programs over all the
years.

Based on this review, we determined that the
ESD, then, 1i1s excessive in size and scope and it
would be disruptive to our neighbors over many years
of construction, bringing traffic and dust and
pollution. Furthermore, the building heights of up
to eight stories far exceed any residential
construction within sight of the campus.

In comparison, ESD's proposal to place 2,775
units in the 59-acre site is significantly more
dense than Glen Oaks Village with its 2,904 units on
over 125 acres. Creedmoor's density equates to
approximately 47 units per acre, while Glen Oaks 1is
only 23 units per acre. That's twice the density.
And compare it to the surrounding community of R2
and R2A, which is only about 11 units per acre or 4

times the size.
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Our local community offered an alternative plan
for the site which would include 1,000 units which
could be built in only a few years and in one
continuous scope and be fully compatible with the
nearby community. Our community group proposed this
alternative plan to Queens Community Board 13, which
formally adopted the smaller faster plan and
forwarded it to the Empire State Development with
the breadth scope of work.

I fully endorse and support the work of local
community leaders and the submissions of testimony
by Community Board 13. I join in calling upon
Empire State Development to withdraw theilr excessive
plan and commit to working with the Queens Community
Board 13 and local community leaders on an
acceptable and reasonable project that will not
forever scar the Queens Village, Bellerose and Glen
Oaks area with overdevelopment. Thank you.

MR. BEYER: Thank you for your
comment. We will be moving on to the next speaker.

The next speaker is Mike Feller. Please let us
know when you're ready to speak.

(No response.)

MR. BEYER: The next speaker is Toyy
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Reed. Please let us know when you're ready to
speak.
(No response.)
MR. BEYER: The next speaker is

Naeisha Rose. Please let me know when you're ready

to speak.
(No response.)
MR. BEYER: The next five speakers
will be: Claudette Hinkson, Mark Peterson, Beverly
Frank --

MS. ROSE: Hi. This is Naeisha Rose
with Queens Chronicle newspaper.

My question is, if the idea is to build housing
as soon as possible with a thousand units -- well,
with 2,000 units that you're saying is going to take
until 2040 until the housing is built, wouldn't
that, by that same logic by having 1,000 units, mean
the housing will be produced in a shorter time, at
least half that time by -- within seven years or so?
That's my take.

Another question I have also is, why is there a
need for retail on this space when we have lots of
mom-and-pop shops in the area that can probably use

the business? I can understand if the retail space
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is going towards, like, let's say, a clinic or a
grocery or eye or hearing doctor but -- or community
center that's being dedicated towards seniors or
just the region in general.
And that's my time. Thank you for your --
thank you for hearing me.
MR. BEYER: Thank you for your
comment.
The next speaker is Claudette Hinkson. Please
let us know when you're ready to speak.
(No response.)
MR. BEYER: The next speaker is Mark
Peterson. Please let us know when you're ready to
speak.
(No response.)
MR. BEYER: The next speaker is
Beverly Frank. Please let us know when you're ready
to speak.
(No response.)
MR. BEYER: The next speaker is Tom
Abe. Please let us know when you're ready to speak.
(No response.)
MR. BEYER: The next speaker is Irma

O'Neil. Please let us know when you're ready to
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(No response.)

BEYER: Just a reminder, that if

you're raising your hand, we've added you to the end

of the list in the order that you rose your hand.

The next five speakers will be: Teresa

Evangelista Nemek,

Jeanette Quintero, Jeffrey

Thompson, Ion Goran and Hamid Siddiqui.

The next speaker will be Teresa Evangelista

Nemeck. Please let us know when you're ready to

speak.

MR.
Jeanette Quintero.

ready to speak.

MR.
Jeffrey Thompson.
ready to speak.

MR.
Ready to speak.

MR.
starts now.

MR.

(No response.)

BEYER: The next speaker is

Please let us know when you're

(No response.)

BEYER: The next speaker is

Please let us know when you're

THOMPSON: Jeffrey Thompson.

BEYER: Great. Your three minutes

THOMPSON: Jeffrey Thompson. I'm
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the pastor of Amity Baptist Church where I've had
the pleasure of serving for the past 16 years. Also
a member of Queens Power, a leader with Queens
Power, and we have over 40 institutions all over
Queens County. We are here to support ESDC's
proposal to develop 2,775 affordable units of
housing at Creedmoor.

As you're no doubt aware, New York City, and
especially Queens County, is in a housing crisis.
The crisis is real; we face it every day. When we
talk to our members, when we talk to their children
and their grandchildren, when we talk to our
congregations and our institutions -- many of whom
live in Queens Village, Bellerose and some of the
surrounding communities —-- the number one issue
facing them is affordable housing. Affordable
housing in Queens.

Many earn less than the $200,000 that was
mentioned. Many feel the pressure of being pushed
out because they are unable to afford housing. Many
have already been pushed out, many members of our
congregation. I've members in my own congregation
who had to move because they could not find

affordable housing.
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And so Amity Baptist Church, along with Queens
Power, we stand with teachers, we stand with nurses,
we stand with bus drivers, we stand with young
people. And what we hear from them is that they
need affordable housing and they need it now.

Amity, as a church, we are committed to
affordable housing, we are repurposing our land to
build affordable housing on our property. We --
it's estimated that we can do about 100 units, but
that is a simple drop in the bucket compared to the
housing crisis that exists. Queens needs tens of
thousands of affordable housing units, our
organizations —-- our organization, we've heard even
tonight about the concerns about density, and you
know, you've shared that before.

But for those who are concerned about density,
I invite you to go with me, go with Queens Power
over to Spring Creek near Gateway Mall in East
Brooklyn and look at that development there, if
you're concerned about density. In that
development, crime is down, graduation rates are
increased. There are a number of opportunities for
young families to have affordable housing.

The unprecedented nature of the crisis that we
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find ourselves in right now requires the scale of
the Creedmoor site to meet the existing need.
Queens Power is calling for 2,775 units, no less.
We even need more until we have -- we support the
Empire State Development proposal for the affordable
homeownership --

MR. BEYER: Thank you for your
comment. Your time is now up.

Just a reminder that you are able to submit
your comments by email or by the mailing address,
and that will be shown again at the end of the
meeting tonight.

The next speaker 1s Ion Goran. Please let us
know when you're ready to speak.

(No response.)
MR. BEYER: The next speaker --
MR. GORAN: I'm ready.
MR. BEYER: Ion, are you there?
(No response.)
MR. BEYER: The next speaker is Hamid
Siddiqui. Please let us know when you're ready to
speak.
MR. SIDDIQUI: Hi.

MR. BEYER: Thank you. Please state
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your first and last name for the record. If
applicable, state that name of the organization or
governmental entity that you represent.

MR. SIDDIQUI: Sure --

MR. BEYER: Your three minutes starts
now.

MR. SIDDIQUI: Thank you so much for
the community opportunity to hear us, our concerns.
I'm a resident of Queens Village, I've been living
here for 20-plus years. When I'm moving to the
neighborhood, I think it was much more less than
congested than what we are seeing today and what we
are listening here.

ESD, I think, I'm really shocked to hear
that -- I thought Community Board is the backbone of
any planning, and I'm really disturbed that ESD is
not even paying any attention to our Community
Board's recommendation and not even to our elected
officials. Probably the next route I think that is
(indecipherable.) I'm an attorney, and I practice
law, and that is probably the best way to do it.

I mean, congestion is a big concern here.
Putting about 2,800 units if it take three people

per unit, about 10,000 more people. If someone in
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the neighborhood, I don't know how many people, I
don't know who are making the plan in Albany, you
know, have visited -- I invite you to visit about
4:00 p.m. in the rush hour either on Union Turnpike
or Hillside Avenue near Winchester Boulevard. The
traffic barely moving, not even 5 to 10 miles for
hours, and that's a major entrance for the Cross
Island Parkway and, you know, other -- other
highways.

I could just imagine, adding 10,000 more
people, how much traffic is going to add-on. We are
adding parking, that's good. That for inner
purpose. Those vehicle have to come outside on the
roadway. Winchester Boulevard is not going to
divide them. It will be the way it is unless we're
thinking of knocking down the building. I don't
think so. So the width of Winchester Boulevard, you
know, between -- you know, around the surrounding
area will be the same, the same width of Union
Turnpike and Hillside Avenue will be the same.

So I think the reasonable solution, whatever
elected official is asking for and our Community
Board 11 ask for that, we should cut down the number

of units. I think a thousand or one third of the
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proposal will be more workable. And it will keep,
you know, the neighborhood the way we want it to.
And it will not overburden our grids, our traffic
congestion. And I'm totally in support of our
elected official and our Community Board 13. Thank
you so much.

MR. BEYER: Thank you for your
comment.

The next speaker is Ion Goran. Please let me
know when you're ready to speak.

MR. GORAN: Good evening, everyone.

MR. BEYER: Thank you. Please state
your first and last name for the record. If
applicable, state the name of the organization or
governmental entity that you represent.

MR. GORAN: My name is Ion Goran. I'm
from the general public. I'm a neighbor of
Creedmoor, and I Jjust want to state my opposition to
the housing that is projected to be built next to
our community.

We already have our crazies from the Creedmoor,
walking around on Union Turnpike. Sometimes they
even get to Hillside Avenue. We got 2,000 or 3,000

illegal migrants next door and now we need another
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2,800 affordable units? No. We are against even
1,000 units built there.

We don't need any more traffic. We don't need
any more people living in this affordable houses.
What are these people going to do when the economic
situation is going to get worser? They going to
lower our property values, and they won't contribute
to anything in the long run.

So as a neighbor, I completely oppose the
proposal. Not 2,800, not 1,000, not even one.
Thank you so much.

MR. BEYER: Thank you for your
comment.

Just a reminder, the option to sign up to speak
will end near the close of the hearing at 7:45 p.m.

The next five speakers are: Barbara Campbell,
Kevin Ali, Mark McMillan, Cory Richardson, Neftali
Maeda. Please prepare to speak.

The next speaker is Barbara Campbell. Please
let us know when you're ready to speak.

MS. CAMPBELL: Good evening. My name
is Dr. Barbara Campbell. I'm a member of Queens
Power, an organization comprised of 40-plus-member

organization.
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At the outset of this report, it was noted that
New York City is in a housing emergency. That said,
in reading the smart growth compact statement
attached to this presentation, I noticed that
there's a statement that indicated affordable rental
apartments would include approximately 393 senior
housing, approximately 428 supportive housing units
and approximately 428 units without senior or
supportive stipulations. Whereas, the next section
read approximately 1,526 units would be available
for homeownership, including mixed of single-family
semiattached homes, triplexes and units of
multifamily buildings.

Now, the language that we're proposing for this
section is 100 percent affordable. 1,526 units
would be available for homeownership, including the
mixed single-family, semi-detached homes and the
multifamily buildings.

This is, ladies and gentlemen, consistent with
the public commitment from Governor Hochul of summer
2023 with Queens Power. So we expect the commitment
to stay at 2,775 units of affordable housing, no
less, based on New York City's housing affordability

crisis and housing emergency.
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It is only getting worse. We are defending
large-scale construction, no less. Lower density is
not an option. Thank you very much.

MR. BEYER: Thank you for your
comment.

The next speaker will be Kevin Ali. Please let
us —-- please let us know when you're ready to speak.

MR. ALT: Hello. Can you hear me?

MR. BEYER: Yes. Thank you. Please
state your first and last name for the record. If
applicable, state the name of the organization or
governmental entity that you represent. Your three
minutes starts now.

MR. ALI: Yes. My name is Kevin Ali,
and I'm also a member of Queens Power.

I've been a resident the New York City for
quite a long time, and, you know, having lived here
for such a long time, I've seen the financial
demands of living here increase substantially, which
makes it, unfortunately, very difficult to live here
financially, and so I do see the need for affordable
housing.

And I am pleased to see that Creedmoor is being

considered as one of the potential sites, and I hope
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it will be one of more sites considered across New
York City for affordable housing. Because, like
myself and other people that work here and have
taken advantage of achieving an education to sustain
a high quality of life or decent quality of life,
you know, the financial demands are just too high,
and it's an extreme struggle to make it here. And I
can just imagine how many others feel as well.

So -- so thank you for considering this site as
a means of affordable housing. And, you know, I
think the same idea can be carried to other sites
across the city. Thank you so much.

MR. BEYER: Thank you for your
comment.

The next speaker is Mark McMillan. Please let
us know when you're ready to speak.

MR. McMILLAN: Can you hear me?

MR. BEYER: Yes. Thank you. Please
state your first and last name for the record. 1If
applicable, state the name of the governmental
organization that you represent. Your three minutes
starts now.

MR. McMILLAN: Good evening. My name

is Mark McMillan. I'm the district manager for the
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Queens Community Board 13.

The community that I serve encompasses the
eastern-most community -- southeastern-most
community of Queens. The -- Queens is very clear
about what they want, and we've put together a very
detailed plan along with other organizations to say
that we only want 1,000 apartments.

People live in Community Board 13 because they
want a certain type of lifestyle, and they've left
the density that the rest of the city already has.
We expect the state representatives and ESD, which
is a -- which is -- which is an agency of the
governor, to respect what people have here so they
can continue on with their lifestyle.

We've been very specific about what we want,
very specific about what we don't want, and it's
incredibly important that people who work really
hard to have these communities keep their
communities in a way that they see fit. It's not
easy to have your American dream and to move from a
densely populated part of Brooklyn, the Bronx or
Manhattan and come out here and live a lifestyle
that you want, and it's not fair for ESD to not pay

attention to what the community wants.
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Elected officials work for the people who vote
for them, and we expect our elected officials to
support the policies and the wishes of the people
who actually live here. Our people work hard, our
people believe in their communities, our people are
very active in their civic associations, and it's
very important that the state understands that
they're not going to -- they're not going to allow
any other entity to stop them from having the kind
of community that they want.

Creedmoor is very important. It's a big space
of land that's right in the middle of our Community
Board. And we understand that there is -- and it --
you know, we can argue about what the housing
shortage is, but we do understand that there is a
necessity to build more housing.

But more importantly, we want ESD to understand
that Community Board 13 and the civic associations
around it will put a lot of energy, effort and
thought into what would be appropriate for their
communities, get respected.

So as I speak tonight, I hope ESD hears what
we're talking about, they don't go forward with this

2000-plus plan for residences and they look to the
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1,000 houses that we advocate for. Thank you.

MR. BEYER: Thank you for your
comments. We'll be moving on to the next speaker.

The next speaker is Cory Richardson. Please
let us know when you're ready to speak.

MR. RICHARDSON: I'm ready.

MR. BEYER: Thank you. Please state
your first and last name for the record. If
applicable, state the name of the organization or
governmental entity that you represent. Your three
minutes starts now.

MR. RICHARDSON: Hello, everyone. My
name 1s Cory Richardson. I'm a bus operator here in
Queens. Born and raised in Queens. I went to
Martin Van Buren High School right up the block from
Creedmoor. I'm just here to say that affordable
housing is needed 100 percent.

My coworkers and I make upwards of $100,000
and, yeah, we struggle to find affordable housing.
You know, our options are either rent somewhere in
the basement and try to buy a home in another state
and travel two or three hours to get to and from
work. So we're all affected by this. Affordable

housing will help us all. So that's it. Thank you.
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MR. BEYER: Thank you for your
comment.

The next speaker is Neftali Maeda. Please let
us know when you're ready to speak.

MR. MAEDA: I'm ready.

MR. BEYER: Please state your first
and last name for the record. 1If applicable, state
the name of the organization or governmental entity
that you represent. Your three minutes starts now.

MR. MAEDA: Hello. My name is Neftali
Maeda Gomez Sanchez, the cohead of (indecipherable)
and a devotee member of Queens Community House.

And being a person with an immigrant background
along with an immigrant family, this has brought a
handful of hardships with affordable housing in
Corona, Queens, especially with financial demands
that bar away people's livelihood.

We've been evicted due to landlord's negligence
to fix minute issues of his buildings and, as a
result, have suffered homelessness for months,
trying to find housing. This, obviously, also
correlates to many people that also struggle to find
any sort of housing, not only in Creedmoor but also

in places like Corona, very densely populated with
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the most diversity of any city.

I believe this is a problem that is a
foundation of many hardships in and of itself and
has many other problems stemming from it. And so
100 percent affordable housing for all.

MR. BEYER: Thank you for your
comment.

The next five speakers will be: Alma
Riggazone, Alma Reyes Ortiz, Hanif Parker, Mildy
Powell and Cynthia Roach.

The next speaker is Alma Riggazone. Please let
us know when you're ready to speak.

(No response.)
MR. BEYER: The next speaker is Alma
Reyes Ortiz. Please let us know when you're ready
to speak.

Please state your first and last name for the
record, and if applicable, state the name of the
governmental entity or organization that you
represent.

Alma, are you able to unmute?

MS. REYES ORTIZ: Sorry. Now can you
hear me?

MR. BEYER: Yes. Again, please state
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your first and last name for the record. If
applicable, state the name of the organization or
governmental entity that you represent. Your three
minutes starts now.

MS. REYES ORTIZ: Thank you. Good
evening. Thank you for having me. My name is Alma
Reyes. I live in Queens since 1992.

For me to pay my rent, I have to work two jobs
and share my apartment with a roommate. Now that T
am close to retirement, I worry about securing an
affordable place to stay. I don't want -- I don't
want to move out or leave New York City. But the
high cost of housing i1s untouchable.

I know there's people of my generation that are
also navigating the uncertain waters of rent in New
York. It is so scary to hear the stories of people
reducing their medication intake to save on medicine
costs so they can secure their rent. I don't want
to be homeless. I don't want others to lose their
ability to pay rent. So please support Creedmoor
100 percent affordable. Thank you.

MR. BEYER: Thank you for your
comment. We will be now be moving on to the next

speaker.
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The next speaker is Hanif Parker. Hanif,
please let us know when you're ready to speak.

MR. PARKER: My name is Hanif Parker.
I represent Queens Power. I feel the scale is
perfect. It should represent 100 percent
affordability, and there should be no delays in
building. That's it.

MR. BEYER: Thank you for your
comment. We will now be moving on to next speaker.

The next speaker is Mildy Powell. Please let
us know when you're ready to speak.

MS. POWELL: Ready.

MR. BEYER: Thank you. Please state
your first and last name for the record. If
applicable, state the name of the organization or
governmental entity that you represent. Your three
minutes starts now.

MS. POWELL: Okay. This is Mildy
Powell. 1I'm representing Dabar Bethlehem Cathedral
and Queens Power.

I'm living in Queens for about 40 years, and
this is the first time we have this problem with
housing. And I have my children and grandchildren

and they need somewhere to live. Some of them is
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from out of college, and they still can't support --
you know, can't find a place to live. My
granddaughter, here in her 30s, and she still live
with me. They can't find anything that, you know,
no housing. Basement is very expensive.
And I really support Queens —-- Queens Power.
And I support Creedmoor. And when they talk about a
thousand houses, that's a thousand units, that is
nothing, to the needs of the people. So we will
continue and support Queens Power, support -- I hope
this year they will start, you know, building
because people are waiting.
And that's what I have to say. Thank you.
MR. BEYER: Thank you for your
comment.
The next speaker is Cynthia Roach. Please let
us know when you're ready to speak.
The next five speakers --
MS. ROACH: Can you hear me? This is
Cynthia Roach.
MR. BEYER: Hi, Cynthia. We can hear
you.
Please state your first and last name for the

record. If applicable, state the name of the
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organization or governmental entity that you
represent. Your three minutes starts now.

MS. ROACH: Okay. I'm Cynthia Roach.
I go to Dabar Bethlehem Cathedral, and I'm living in
Queens Village for at least 28, 26 years.

It 1s very difficult for find somewhere to live
at the cost of what the housing is now. The need
for public housing has not diminished, and,
therefore, you know, we can't put such a low limit
for 100 -- for a thousand units. It is -- it is not
really doing a whole lot for us right now if we
only —-- if we only look for 100 units. We -- we
don't want to be anything less than 2,775. Because,
like I said, the need for housing is increasing, not
diminishing. And if we have a compassionate heart,
we can imagine how other people will need somewhere
to live, plus the feeling when their salary cannot
afford them a suitable place to live.

So I'm in great support with the Queens Power

and a great support of the Creedmoor house building.

Thank you.
MR. BEYER: Thank you for your
comment.
The next five speakers will be: Joe Branch,
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Calvin Mercer, Phil Orenstein, Suzanne Peritz and
Emily Perez.

The next speaker is Joe Branch. Please let us
know when you're ready to speak.

MR. BRANCH: I'm ready.

MR. BEYER: Thank you. Please state
your first and last name for the record. If
applicable, state the name of the organization or
governmental entity that you represent. Your three
minutes starts now.

MR. BRANCH: Yes. My name is Joe
Branch. I'm a bus operator with New York City
Transit for 26 years. I'm also a member of Queens
Power, and I'm a shop steward for 181056 that
represents over 2,000 men and women who serve Queens
every day, including that area over there on Union
Turnpike and Hillside Avenue. Okay?

30 percent of them cannot afford to live in
Queens and have to live in Long Island, Jersey,
Pennsylvania, Connecticut in order to find something
affordable that they want to buy. Affordable
housing is more -- is needed more now than ever.
Many of our members who come in brand new, think

that they got a good job and want to, you know, have
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the lifestyle, you know, that -- that dream, you
know. 1It's unachievable for them because the prices
are so high. You know, I just want to say that
supportive housing is needed now more than ever.

And the thing is, is that public land should be
for public good. And it's not -- you know, our need
for housing, is more than Jjust an inconvenience.

And I understand traffic is inconvenient, but the
need is dire, and the people who actually serve the
people of Queens should be able to afford to live in
it. Thank you.

MR. BEYER: Thank you for your
comment.

The next speaker i1s Calvin Mercer. Please let
us know when you're ready to speak.

MR. MERCER: Come on. Yes.

Can you hear me?

MR. BEYER: Yes, Calvin.

Please state your first and last name for the
record. If applicable, state the name of the
organization or governmental entity that you
represent. Your three minutes starts now.

MR. MERCER: My name is Calvin Mercer,

and I am a member of First Presbyterian Church in
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Jamaica, and I'm also a member of Queens Power.

I disagree with the plan that you have for
Creedmoor because it needs to be 100-percent
affordable. It will increase the quality of life.

I am a social worker in Queens, and I serve
Queens for 30 years and I can't live in the borough
where I serve. 1It's very important that the plan be
affordable, accessible; and the need is there. As
everybody has mentioned, crisis in housing is
impossible. You cannot live where you work; you
cannot live where you go to school. Families are
being torn apart by leaving the state, living in
another state, and they're -- they cannot enjoy
their family in Queens where they grew up at.
Generations are being destroyed, and we need to stop
this.

Again, public land, public -- for public good.
Affordable. Seniors need housing as well, so we
need to reconstruct this plan for housing at
Creedmoor. The governor made a commitment
December 2023 and, currently, she's not living up to
it. Thank you.

MR. BEYER: Thank you for your

comment. The next speaker is Phil Orenstein.

MGR REPORTING, INC.
1(844)MGR-RPTG



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

87

Please let us know when you're ready to speak.

MR. ORENSTEIN: Yes. I'm ready.

MR. BEYER: Thank you. Please state
your first and last name for the record. If
applicable, state the name of the organization or
governmental entity that you represent. Your three
minutes starts now.

MR. ORENSTEIN: Thank you. My name 1is
Phil Orenstein. I'm a resident of the Bell Park --
Bell Park Manor co-op in Queens Village. I've been
living here for over 30 years.

This is a garden apartment, it's a two-story --
two-story building that houses 800 or so families.
It's a beautiful community with landscaping. This
is the quality of our community. Other communities
you've heard from tonight like Glen Oaks Village
co-op, the same thing, they're two stories.

And eight-story buildings in our neighborhood
are totally out of the character with our
neighborhood. They -- it's not a good fit. This is
not a good fit at all for our community. We say no
to this overdeveloped development of our community.
Our community has become a dumping ground, and we're

really fed up with every outside organization coming
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in -- developers, politicians and different groups
coming in and plundering on this space we call
Creedmoor.

We had to suffer for the past two or three
years with a thousand single, able-bodied male
illegal migrants in our community. We're still
suffering with the effects of an underutilized
Creedmoor, a 30-story building in our area. This is
unutilized, the rooms are empty. The inpatients are
outpatients. We've had enough in this community.

We say no to this Empire Development plan.

The -- I agree with our Community Board 13,
which I'm a member of with that plan. But I say
even that's too much. Why don't we make a nice park
for the people who live -- you know, for the tens
and tens of thousands of people who live in co-ops,
which are affordable housing. The co-ops are
affordable housing.

I don't believe in this nonsense crisis,
housing crisis, housing emergency. We worked hard
all our life to afford an affordable place in this
Bell Park Manor co-op and so can everybody. We have
a —- we're going to have a booming economy now, you

know, with a new administration. And I think, you
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know, that this plan -- you know, we say no to this
plan in our community, and there's gotta be a better
solution. Thank you.

MR. BEYER: Thank you for your
comment.

The next speaker 1s Suzanne Peritz. Please let
us know when you're ready to speak.

MS. PERITZ: I'm ready.

MR. BEYER: Thank you. Please state
your first and last name for the record. If
applicable, state the name of the organization or
governmental entity that you represent. Your three
minutes starts now.

MS. PERITZ: My name 1is Suzanne
Peritz. I'm the president of the Rocky Hill Civic
Association which is right next to this Creedmoor
development project.

I sympathize with wanting to make this
affordable housing, but 3,000 units is way too much.
This area would not be able to handle a small city
placed in our residential community.

If you look at the pictures of the map, all
around this area is residential. One- and

two-family houses. There is not an apartment
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building anywhere near here. And, you know, this
project is supposed to resolve the housing crisis.
It's going to take 30 years to build 3,000 units?
That -- what does that do for us today? If you
follow the Community Board 13 plan and build a
thousand units now, then that's a thousand families
that can live somewhere.

This project is too big, and I have the feeling
people are being lied to about the affordability
because I'm pretty sure there aren't going to be
that many real estate developers who are going to
want to build affordable housing. It will turn into
more expensive housing, and it will be crowded, and
people won't have -- people who need it won't --
affordable things and places to live.

I think this -- that we're being lied to, just
the way we were lied to about the UBS Arena. I
think you're going to ruin this neighborhood. It is
a low-density neighborhood. If we wanted to live in
Astoria, which is high density, or Jackson Heights,
high density, we would have lived there. You're
ruining this area by packing in so much, so much.

And we don't need supportive housing. All the

buildings that are going to be left behind untouched
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on the Creedmoor property are supportive housing.
And Community Board 13 has plenty of supportive
housing. We don't need anymore of that.

Fill -- open up all the empty apartments in --
throughout the city, and maybe we won't have a
housing crisis anymore. Thank you for your time.

MR. BEYER: Thank you for your
comment.

The next speaker is Emily Perez. Please let us
know when you're ready to speak.

MS. PEREZ: Hello? Good evening. Can
you hear me?

MR. BEYER: We can hear you. Please
state your first and last name for the record. If
applicable, state the name of the organization or
governmental entity that you represent. Your three
minutes starts now.

MS. PEREZ: My name is Emily Perez
with Queens Power. I was born and raised in Corona,
Queens, and I see the affordable housing crisis
every day. I look out my door and see people living
on the street. I personally know families that I've
worked with who must live with 14 to 15 other people

in order to afford rent in the city.
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As a graduate student and after-school teacher,
I have no affordable housing options in Queens. I
want to be able to stay in Queens.

Queens Power and I fully support the Empire
State Development plan for 2,775 100 percent
affordable units. Thank you very much.

MR. BEYER: Thank you for your
comment. The time is now 8:05. We will now take a
five-minute break before continuing with the verbal
comment section of tonight's hearing. We will
return at 8:10 p.m. Thanks so much.
(Whereupon, a short break was taken.)
MR. BEYER: Welcome back.

Our next five speakers will be: Monica Sams,
Edward Goydas, Mandeep Sahi, Bobby Sher and Erica
Bowman. Please prepare to speak.

Our next speaker will be Monica Sams. Please
let us know when you're ready to speak.

(No response.)
MR. BEYER: The next speaker is Edward
Goydas. Please let us know when you're ready to
speak.
MR. GOYDAS: Hello. Thank you for

this meeting tonight. I would like to make three
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points:

I've been a resident of this area for 42 years.
First, our governor, New York State Empire State
Development -- Empire State Development and all
politicians that were or part of this development
plan have failed the residents and taxpaying
citizens of this state because they have continued
to defund the increasing need for quality mental
illness in the five boroughs.

This Creedmoor psychiatric facility campus
should be a first-class psychiatric facility to help
all those in need of mental health, regardless of
economic ability to pay, in order to make our
streets and communities safer and provide for the
unmet care needed.

New York City streets are as dangerous as ever.
Police are retiring, resigning and committing
suicide at record rates due to lawlessness in the
streets and the mentally ill, which they have to
deal with on a daily basis without proper facilities
such as Creedmoor to take them to.

Tens of thousands of residents have been
leaving New York State over the past five years due

to the crime and lawlessness from those with
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untreated, undiagnosed mental illness and the lack
of confidence in the politicians to address and fix
the problem instead of fixing true problems of
mental health that residents care about. New York
ESD would rather enrich real estate developers and
other parties.

Secondly, many of us know how New York State
ESD handled the Belmont project. The demand studies
done by MTA and an independent consulting firm
showed that there were only seven full-time
commuters who would take this new station, Belmont,
on a daily basis. A brand-new station was forced to
be built by MTA/LIRR within their capital planning
budget for a total cost of $110 million of MTA Long
Island Railroad funds. It never would have been
done had the MTA agency been allowed to make that
decision independently. Instead, the governor
mandated it to get built. They exercised eminent
domain, and it took away much-needed funds from Long
Island Railroad's signal program where fires still
happened weekly in the tunnels entering Penn
Station.

Belmont was done to enrich the developer, RXR,

at taxpayers' expense. Over ten current and former
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MTA employees that I know can attest that New York
ESD did not take into consideration any of the
communities input into that project.

Again, my neighbors and I are strongly against
this project. And I have happily spent six to seven
days a week for the past 26 years working my tail
off and going to school at night to afford to live
in my community in a non-high-density housing area,
not wanting to leave near development of this type
which has been forced upon us by a non-democracy
process. Free market capitalism, not government
mandated --

MR. BEYER: Thank you for your
comment. Your time is now up.

Just a reminder, we welcome you to submit the
remainder of your comments by email or written
submission. Again, those details will be shown at
the end of presentation.

The next speaker is Mandeep Sahi. Please let
us know when you're ready to speak.

(No response.)
MR. BEYER: The next speaker is Bobby
Sher. Please let us know when you're ready to

speak.
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MR. SHER: Can I be heard? Can you
hear me?

MR. BEYER: Yes, we can hear you.
Please state your first and last name for the
record. If applicable, state the name of the
organization or governmental entity that you
represent. Your three minutes starts now.

MR. SHER: Hi. My name is Bobby Sher.
I'm the board president of Bell Park Manor Terrace,
the largest co-op in Queens Village, and I'm also a
civic leader in eastern Queens.

And, unfortunately, I'm a little bit too
well-versed in anything and everything Creedmoor.
And if you walk out any one of our doors, we're just
in walking distance of Creedmoor. So we've had to
deal with all kinds of things, including
schizophrenic patients that are allowed out to come
to our property and that defecate and all types of
things.

And also, I'm a person that's being working
since I'm 14 years old. My family didn't have any
money. I started off, I would rent an apartment, I
built up and now the American dream is our

apartment.
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And, by the way, Bell Park Manor Terrace and
other places like Glen Oaks, we are the last bastion
of affordable housing. So when you say you want to
bring in other things like affordable housing,
you're talking about much cheaper than affordable
housing, and that's not what we want, and that's not
fair to shove things down -- shove things down our
throats.

Speaking of supportive housing, I think most
people don't even understand what supportive housing
even really is. But the New York City definition of
supportive housing is homeless or people about to be
homeless with alcohol- and/or drug-related problems.
People just being released from -- incarcerated
people from prisons and younger people coming out of
institutions for people, I guess, 18 and under. And

that's going to be going into your supportive

housing.

Speak to any police people -- and I'm very
involved with law enforcement -- and any NYCHA-1like
housing, and you may not —-- this may not be

technically NYCHA, but it is NYCHA-like. And the
crime goes up and the drugs go up and the whole

fabric of the whole neighborhood and everything is
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changed.

I would not go into somebody's neighborhood and
say, listen, I'd like to move into Park Avenue and
Fifth Avenue. I'm not going to say I want you to
lower things, change things, build this, make it so
I can afford to live there. Not everything is for
everybody. You're shoving it down our throat.

We, the civic leaders, the people from
Community Board 13, we are the heart and soul of
this community. All communities are made up of
people like that.

Remember one thing, when you say you are having
conversations with the community was a farce. Okay?
You didn't want to hear what we had to say. A
conversation is made up of two people, not just ESD
and Queens Power. Thank you.

MR. BEYER: Thank you for your
comment. We'll now move on to the next speaker.

The next speaker is Erica Bowman. Please let
us know when you're ready to speak.

MS. BOWMAN: Hey. Can you hear me?
MR. BEYER: Hi. Thank you. Please
state your first and last name for the record. If

applicable, state the name of the organization or
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governmental entity that you represent. Your three
minutes starts now.

MS. BOWMAN: Thank you. Hi. My name
is Erica Bowman, and I'm here to voice my support
for the Creedmoor project and the higher density
plan of 2,775 units.

Like many here, I also want to state that the
housing should be 100 percent affordable.

I've lived in this neighborhood near Creedmoor
for ten years. I went to high school here; I
commuted to college from here; I work here; I'm very
privileged to live in a one bedroom co-op in this
area because -- and that is only because my parents
bought an apartment here 25 years ago. I love this
neighborhood but cannot continue to live here
because there is nothing remotely affordable. Even
making good money and being an extreme saver.

There's nothing remotely affordable in all of
the five boroughs, Long Island and upstate until you
practically get to Albany. I have friends who live
in this area, and they can't move out of their
parents' house because there's nowhere to go. We
work in this area, but we cannot afford to live

here.
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The Creedmoor project is a blessing. It is the
best affordable housing project I have ever seen,
and it seeks to turn abandoned buildings sitting
empty into a dream property where I can actually see
myself raising a family and being an active
participant in my community.

This project would take more time than I have.
I would likely have to move out of this neighborhood
before it gets built because I want to have children
soon, but I will always support it.

I understand people are worried about the
density, but there are more people alive now than
ever. We must make sacrifices. And I care that my
peers and community members get to have a fraction
of the privilege afforded to those that have been
speaking out against this project on this call. To
have a small space of their own with an extra
bedroom or two for kids.

Also, when it comes to there being more cars
and traffic, I've lived in this neighborhood without
a car for a long time, and I'm pretty sure the plan
says that public transportation on both sides of the
development would be increased to meet the density

needs, so I'm not moved by so much traffic concerns.
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Thank you for the opportunity to speak.

MR. BEYER: Thank you for your
comment.

The next speaker is Lordes Villanueva Patrick.
Please let us know when you're ready to speak.
(No response.)

MR. BEYER: I'll now circle back to
the top of the list and invite any participants who
registered to speak but didn't have a chance to do
so earlier.

The next speaker is Paulette Zimmerman.
(No response.)

MR. BEYER: The next speaker is John
Anthony Scott.

(No response.)

MR. BEYER: The next speaker is Ronald
Long.

(No response.)

MR. BEYER: The next speaker is
Jeffrey Connors.

(No response.)

MR. BEYER: The next speaker is David
Pecoraro.

David, I see your video.
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MR. PECORARO: Okay. Can you hear me
now?
MR. BEYER: Yes, we can hear you.
Please state your first and last name for the
record. If applicable, state the name of the
organization or governmental entity that you
represent. Your three minutes starts now.

MR. PECORARO: My name is David

Pecoraro. I do not represent the views of Community
Board 13 Queens. I am a member, however, of the
board.

And this week, I voted no on the resolution
that was approved. The resolution was in the
extreme, and it was frankly, I believe, rude.
However, the plan that is being proposed today with
10,000 people, that's too large. There needs to be
a middle ground that meets both the needs of
providing truly affordable housing, without
radically changing the neighborhood.

And I believe that you need to find that middle
ground and you also need to have infrastructure in
place before you move the first family in, so that
the neighborhood is not inundated. That the

neighborhood is not overburdened.
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Prior speakers, I think, ignored the needs of
the community that already exist. That's wrong.
The people who live there have to have their needs
met, too, who already exist on the perimeter of
Creedmoor. They have to be respected. They deserve
to be respected. But we do need to bring in more
affordable housing. There has to be a middle
ground, and I would hope that the plan can be
changed such that there is a middle ground that
meets all these needs. And thank you.

MR. BEYER: Thank you for your
comment.

The next speaker 1s Minnie Ramwell. Please let
us know when you're ready to speak.

(No response.)
MR. BEYER: The next speaker is Paul
Buciliano. Please let us know when you're ready to
speak.
(No response.)
MR. BEYER: The next speaker is
Victoria Pallo. Please let us know when you're
ready to speak.
(No response.)

MR. BEYER: The next speaker is Miriam
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Benzman. Please let us know when you're ready to

speak.

MR.

(No response.)

BEYER: The next speaker is Cathy

Latto. Please let us know when you're ready to

speak.

MR.
Jennifer Buratta.

ready to speak.

MR.

Wait. Please let

speak.

MR.
Friedman. Please
speak.

MR.

(No response.)
BEYER: The next speaker is

Please let us know when you're

(No response.)
BEYER: The next speaker is Mary

us know when you're ready to

(No response.)
BEYER: The next speaker is Laurie

let us know when you're ready to

(No response.)

BEYER: The next speaker is

Vincent Interrante. Please let us know when you're

ready to speak.
MR.

Can you hear me?

INTERRANTE: I'm ready to speak.
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MR. BEYER: We can hear you. Please
state your first and last name for the record. If
applicable, state the name of the organization or
governmental entity that you represent. Your three
minutes starts now.

MR. INTERRANTE: My name 1is Vincent
Interrante, and I've sat here and listened to
everyone else prior to this. I didn't speak earlier
because I definitely agree with Ed Braunstein and
Linda Lee and their position about this whole thing.

Well, people have said that they've lived here
for ten years and some people as long as 28 years.
Well, my grandparents moved into this neighborhood
with my parents, and I've lived here for 71 years.
And I presently live right to the east of
Creedmoor's property, and I've been here since the
time that Creedmoor was in operation. So if they
need to speak to what it used to be, I can tell you
all about it.

I've watched this neighborhood go from a
pleasant little tight community of small homes. We
fought to keep the housing on north of Hillside
Avenue to two-family dwellings because they were

overpopulating in the area. We've tried to keep the
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area clean and up to our standards. And the reason
we live here is to stay away from the congestion the
city and other parts of -- whether it's Manhattan,
Bronx and Brooklyn and whatever.

I understand people need housing, and I don't
understand why, other than for their own benefit,
people are opposed to the thousand units. I think
that is the max that I would even want there. So,
yeah, I understand that, you know, everybody has
their own reasons for this. And I think,
unfortunately, a lot of which is just like the
developers and such that are just looking for the
work and the money that the city and the state will
put into this.

I'm directly opposed to the 2,000 units. I
would probably be opposed to 1,000, but it's
definitely something that should be considered. And
people who don't live here and haven't lived here
for as long at I have, don't really have a right to
say any of that. So that's pretty much what I need
to say, and I appreciate your time. And thank you.

MR. BEYER: Thank you for your
comment.

The next speaker is Joyce Marino. Please let
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us know when you're ready to speak.
(No response.)
MR. BEYER: The next speaker is Evelyn
Grace Mustero. Please let us know when you're ready
to speak.
(No response.)
MR. BEYER: The next speaker is Philip
Malizia. Please let us know when you're ready to
speak.
(No response.)
MR. BEYER: The next speaker is Robert

Goldfein. Please let us know when you're ready to

speak.
(No response.)
MR. BEYER: The next speaker is Mike
Feller. Please let us know when you're ready to
speak.

(No response.)
MR. BEYER: The next speaker is Toyy

Reed. Please let us know when you're ready to

speak.

MR. REED: I'm ready.

MR. BEYER: Thank you. Please state
your first and last name for the record. If
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applicable, state the name of the organization or
governmental entity that you represent. Your three
minutes starts now.

MR. REED: Sorry. Hi. I'm a resident
of Cambria Heights, and the development that's being
proposed isn't going to solve the housing crisis.
It's unfortunate that it's gotten to this point;
however, all this building and living on top of each
other will just ruin Queens, especially in southeast
Queens area. This will take away the suburban feel
that I've lived in since 1973. 1In addition, I stand
with Community Board 13's proposal at best. Thank
you.

MR. BEYER: Thank you for your
comment.

The next speaker is Claudette Hinkson. Please
let us know when you're ready to speak.
(No response.)

MR. BEYER: The next speaker is Mark
Peterson. Please let us know when you're ready to
speak.

(No response.)
MR. BEYER: The next speaker is

Beverly Frank. Please let us know when you're ready
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to speak.
(No response.)
MR. BEYER: The next speaker is Tom
Abe. Please let us know when you're ready to speak.

(No response.)
MR. BEYER: The next speaker is Irma

O'Neil. Please let us know when you're ready to

speak.
(No response.)
MR. BEYER: The next speaker is Teresa
Evangelista Nemeck. Please let us know when you're

ready to speak.
(No response.)
MR. BEYER: The next speaker is
Jeanette Quintero. Please let us know when you're
ready to speak.
(No response.)
MR. BEYER: The next speaker is Elma

Regazone. Please let us know when you're ready to

speak.
(No response.)
MR. BEYER: The next speaker is Monica
Sams. Please let us know when you're ready to
speak.
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(No response.)

MR. BEYER: The next speaker is
Mandeep Sahi. Please let us know when you're ready
to speak.

(No response.)

MR. BEYER: And the final speaker is
Lordes Villaneuva Patrick. Please let us know when
you're ready to speak.

(No response.)

MR. BEYER: As there are no remaining
speakers at the time, the verbal comment portion of
tonight's public hearing has concluded.

As noted earlier, comments may also be
submitted in writing after tonight's hearing via
email to CreedmoorEIS@ESD.NY.GOV.

Or sent via U.S. Postal Service, Empire State
Development, attention Vanessa Calizaire, 655 Third
Avenue, Fourth Floor, New York, New York 10016.

Comments must be received before the end of the
public comment period, which is 5:00 p.m. Eastern
Standard Time on Monday, March 3rd.

The time is now 8:33 p.m. This public hearing
has now concluded. Thank you again for joining us

here tonight.
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(At 8:33 p.m., the proceedings were concluded.)
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CERTTIFTICATE

STATE OF NEW YORK )
SS.:
COUNTY OF NEW YORK )

I, MADELINE TAVANI, a Notary Public for and
within the State of New York, do hereby certify:

That the above is a correct transcription of
my stenographic notes.

I further certify that I am not related to
any of the parties to this matter by blood or by
marriage and that I am in no way interested in the
outcome of this matter.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my

hand this 5th day of February, 2025.

A

MADELINE TAVANI
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