
UPSTATE EMPIRE STATE DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION (UESDC) 

I.  Legal Name, Address and Contact Information 

 Upstate Empire State Development Corporation 
 95 Perry Street, Suite 500 
 Buffalo, NY 14203 
 
 Contact: Karen Utz, WNY Regional Director, Empire State Development 
   (716) 846-8250 
   Karen.Utz@esd.ny.gov 
 
II. Names and Titles of Directors and Officers 
 

 Board of Directors: 
Hilda Rosario Escher 
Kevin Younis 

  
Officers:   

 Hope Knight, President 
Joshua Bloodworth, General Counsel 

 Stephen Gawlik, Deputy General Counsel 
Debbie Royce, Acting Secretary 

 
III. Report of Purpose, Operations and Mission and Projects, Statement of Justification 
 

A. Purpose and Mission: 
 
The subsidiary was incorporated in 2006 with the mission/purpose to expand and create 
economic development opportunities in Upstate New York. 
 
B. Projects: 

 
1. Curtiss Hotel – loan provided to hotel in the City of Buffalo in Erie County. 

 
C.  Statement of Justification: 

 
The subsidiary must continue to exist because it is statutorily required to approve all 
grants/loans provided through the Upstate Regional Blueprint Program. 

 
IV. By-Laws and Organizational Documents (Attached) 
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