
 

NYS Urban Development Corporation Meeting 
37th Floor Conference Room 

Thursday, 7/18/2019 
9:30 - 11:30 AM ET 

I. Corporate Action

A. Approval of the Minutes of the June 27, 2019 Directors' Meeting
062719 Draft ESD Minutes - Page 4  

B. Investment Report   

Approval of Investment Report and Investment Guidelines and Authorization to Take Related 
Actions 

Investment Report Memo - Page 40 
Annual Investment Report - Page 43 

 Report - Oral

A. Loans and Grants - Summary of Projects

II. Projects

A. Buffalo (Western New York Region – Erie County) – Nash Lofts ESCEDF Capital – 
Buffalo Regional Innovation Cluster (Capital Grant)  

Findings and Determinations Pursuant to Section 10(g) of the Act; Authorization to Adopt the 
Proposed General Project Plan; Authorization to Make a Grant and to Take Related Actions 
Nash Lofts ESCEDF Capital - Page 78 

B. Buffalo (Western New York Region – Erie County) – 1021 Broadway ESCEDF Capital 
– Buffalo Regional Innovation Cluster (Capital Grant)  

Findings and Determinations Pursuant to Section 10(g) of the Act; Authorization to Adopt 
the Proposed General Project Plan; Authorization to Make a Grant and to Take Related 
Actions 

1021 Broadway ESCEDF Capital - Page 87 

C. Regional Council Award – Priority Project - Gainesville (Finger Lakes Region – 
Wyoming County) – Marquart Dairy Capital – Regional Council Capital Fund (Capital 
Grant)  

Findings and Determinations Pursuant to Section 10(g) of the Act; Authorization to Adopt 
the Proposed General Project Plan; Authorization to Make a Grant and to Take Related 
Action; Determination of No Significant Effect on the Environment 

Marquart Dairy Capital - Page 96 
Marquart Dairy Capital Photographs - Page 106

D. Regional Council Award – Nyack (Mid-Hudson Region – Rockland County) – 
Montefiore Nyack Hospital Capital – Regional Council Capital Fund (Capital Grant)  

Findings and Determinations Pursuant to Section 10(g) of the Act; Authorization to Adopt 
the Proposed General Project Plan; Authorization to Make a Grant and to Take Related 
Actions 

Montefiore Nyack Hospital Capital - Page 108
Montefiore Nyack Hospital Capital Photographs - Page 117

E. Bronx (New York City Region - Bronx County) – Bronx Kreate Space Capital – 
Downtown Revitalization Initiative (Capital Grant) – General Development Financing 
(Capital Grants)  

Findings and Determinations Pursuant to Section 10(g) of the Act; Authorization to Adopt the 
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Proposed General Project Plan; Authorization to Make a Grant and to Take Related Actions 
Bronx Kreate Space Capital - Page 118

F. Phoenix (Central New York Region – Oswego County) – EJ USA Capital – Empire 
State Economic Development Fund – General Development Financing (Capital 
Grant)  

Findings and Determinations Pursuant to Sections 16-m and 10(g) of the Act; Authorization 
to Adopt the Proposed General Project Plan; Authorization to Make a Grant and to Take 
Related Actions; Determination of No Significant Effect on the Environment  
EJ USA Capital - Page 126

G. Regional Council Award - Farmingdale (Long Island Region – Nassau County) – 
Sheltair Farmingdale Capital - Empire State Economic Development Fund – General 
Development Financing and Regional Council Capital Fund (Capital Grants)  

Findings and Determinations Pursuant to Sections 16-m and 10(g) of the Act; Authorization 
to Adopt the Proposed General Project Plan; Authorization to Make Grants and to Take 
Related Actions; Determination of No Significant Effect on the Environment  

Sheltair Farmingdale Capital - Page 139
Sheltair Farmingdale Capital Photographs - Page 152

H. North Hills (Long Island Region – Nassau County) – Dealertrack, Inc. Capital – 
Empire State Economic Development Fund – General Development Financing 
(Capital Grant)  

Findings and Determinations Pursuant to Sections 16-m and 10(g) of the Act; Authorization 
to Adopt the Proposed General Project Plan; Authorization to Make a Grant and to Take 
Related Actions 

Dealertrack Inc Capital - Page 155

I. Market NY Grant Program – Market New York (Working Capital Grant)  

Findings and Determinations Pursuant to Section 10 (g) of the Act; Authorization to Make a 
Grant and to Take Related Actions 

 Market New York Program

A. Long Island LGBT - Pride on the Beach 2019 Working Capital - Long Island 
LGBT Health & Human Services d/b/a LGBT Network (Various Counties) - 
$375,000   

Market NY Grant Program - Page 167

III. Non-Discretionary Projects Consent Calendar

A. Non-Discretionary Projects Consent Calendar   

Findings and Determinations Pursuant to Section 10(g) of the Act; Authorization to Adopt the 
Proposed General Project Plan; Authorization to Make a Grant and to Take Related Actions; 
Determination of No Significant Effect on the Environment  

 Local Assistance Base Retention (Senate)

A. Niagara County Fiber-Optic Capital – (Niagara County) - $400,000
Non-Discretionary Consent Calendar - Page 176

IV. 121 West 125th Street (Urban League Empowerment Center)

A. New York City (New York County) – 121 West 125th Street (Urban League 
Empowerment Center) Land Use Improvement and Civic Project  

Adoption of Proposed Modifications to General Project Plan; Adoption of Modifications to 
Essential Terms of the Lease; Determination that No Supplemental Environmental Impact 
Statement is Required; Authorization to Hold a Public Hearing; and Authorization to Take 
Related Actions 
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121 West 125th Street-NUL - Page 188
121 West 125th Street-NUL Conceptual Project Illustration - Page 198
121 West 125th Street-NUL Technical Memorandum - Page 199
121 West 125th Street-NUL Design Guidelines - Page 280
121 West 125th Street-GPP dated 062713 - Page 290
121 West 125th Street-GPP Reaffirmation dated 112713 - Page 304

B. Regional Council Award - New York (New York City Region - New York County) – 
National Urban League Capital – Regional Council Capital Fund (Capital Grant)  

Findings and Determinations Pursuant to Section 10(g) of the Act; Authorization to Adopt 
the Proposed General Project Plan; Authorization to Make a Grant and to Take Related 
Actions 

National Urban League Capital - Page 312

C. Statewide – Restore New York Communities – Capital Grant   

Findings and Determinations Pursuant to Sections 10(g) and 16-n of the Act; Authorization 
to Adopt the Proposed General Project Plan; Authorization to Make a Grant and to Take 
Related Actions  

 Grantee

A. New York City - West 125th Street Restore II (New York County)- $2,000,000
Restore New York Communities Capital Grant - Page 321

V. Entrepreneurship Assistance Centers (“EAC”) 

A. Statewide – Entrepreneurship Assistance Centers (“EAC”)  

Training and Technical Assistance Grants – Findings and Determinations Pursuant to 
Section 10(g) of the Act; Authorization to Make Grants and Take Related Actions 
Entrepreneurship Assistance Centers - Page 334

VI. Market Order Program

A. Contract for Research Services for the New York State Apple Industry Through 
Cornell University   

Authorization to Enter into a Contract for Research Services of the New York State Apple 
Industry Relating to the Marketing Order Program; and Authorization to Take Related Actions 
Market Order Program - Cornell Apple Industry - Page 412
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NEW YORK STATE URBAN DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION
d/b/a Empire State Development
Meeting of the Directors
New York City Regional Office
633 Third Avenue
37th Floor Conference Room
New York, New York 10017

June 27, 2019

MINUTES

In Attendance Kevin Younis, Acting Chair and Designee – Commissioner of New 
  York State Department of Economic Development

  Directors: Robert Dyson
Hilda Rosario Escher
Heather McArn – Designee – Acting Superintendent of the 
  Department of Financial Services

Present for ESD:  Simone Bethune, Project Manager
Momo Bi, Director – NYS Innovation Venture Capital Fund
Douglas Bressette, Treasurer
London Cruz, Paralegal and Assistant Corporate Secretary
Kevin Hansen, Vice President – Strategy, Operations and Policy
Brendan Healey, Vice President – Economic Incentives
Elaine A. Kloss, Chief Financial Officer
Holly Leicht, Executive Vice President – Real Estate Development 
Benson Martin, Director of Compliance
Kathleen Mize, Deputy Chief Financial Officer and Controller
Richard Newman, Executive Vice President & Chief of Staff
Debbie Royce, Corporate Secretary

Also Present: Kelly Baquerizo, Market New York Program
Vincent Esposito, Director – Finger Lakes Regional Office
Donna Howell, Director – Southern Tier Regional Office
Amanda Mays, Director – Western New York Regional Office
Michael Reese, Director – Mohawk Valley Regional Office
  

Also Present: Dr. Douglas A. Grose, Future President of NY CREATES (Via 
  Telephone)
The Press
The Public
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The meeting of the Directors of the New York State Urban Development Corporation 

(“UDC”) d/b/a Empire State Development (“ESD” or the “Corporation”) was called to order at 

9:36 a.m. by Acting Chair Younis.  It was noted for the record that the time and place of the 

meeting had been given in compliance with the New York State Open Meetings Law.

Next, the Acting Chair set forth the guidelines regarding comments by the public on 

matters on the Agenda as well as with regard to any conflicts of interest the Directors may have 

regarding items on the Agenda.  

Acting Chair Younis then called for a motion to approve the Minutes of the May 16, 

2019 Directors’ meeting.  There being no additions, changes or corrections, upon motion duly 

made and seconded, the following resolution was unanimously adopted:

 
 APPROVAL OF MINUTES AND RATIFICATION OF ACTIONS TAKEN AT THE MAY 16, 2019 

MEETING OF THE DIRECTORS OF THE NEW YORK STATE URBAN DEVELOPMENT 
CORPORATION

 

RESOLVED, that the Minutes of the meeting of the Corporation held on May 16, 2019, as 
presented to this meeting, are hereby approved and all actions taken by the Directors present 
at such meeting as set forth in such Minutes, are hereby in all respects ratified and approved as 
actions of the Corporation.

*  *  *

The Acting Chair then asked Kathleen Mize to present ESD’s Annual Financial Reports for 

the Directors’ consideration.
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Ms. Mize explained that the Public Authorities Law requires annual approve by the 

Corporation’s Board of Directors and certifications by the Chief Operating Officer and Chief 

Financial Officer on certain financial reports.

Ms. Mize further explained that the reports consist of financial information set forth in 

the consolidated financial statements and independent auditor’s report, as prepared by the 

Corporation’s independent audit firm, EFPR Group, LLP, in conjunction with ESD’s finance staff.

Following the full presentation, the Acting Chair called for questions or comments.  

Hearing none, and upon motion duly made and seconded, the following resolution was 

unanimously adopted:

NEW YORK STATE URBAN DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION d/b/a EMPIRE STATE 
DEVELOPMENT (the “Corporation”) – Annual Financial Reports - Approval of Certain 
Annual Financial Reports and Authorization to Take Related Actions

WHEREAS, the Corporation wishes to comply with §2800 of the Public Authorities Law (the 
“Law”), which mandates that public benefit corporations annually prepare certain financial 
reports (the “Report”), which for the Corporation and its subsidiaries consists of the 
independent audit;

WHEREAS, an independent audit is required by §2802 of the Law;

WHEREAS, §2800 of said Law also requires the annual approval by the Board and certifications 
by the Chief Operating Officer and Chief Financial Officer of the Report;

WHEREAS, an independent audit has been prepared for the fiscal year ended March 31, 2019;

WHEREAS, the Corporation has reviewed said Report and found it to be satisfactory; and

NOW, THEREFORE, based on the materials submitted herewith, IT IS HEREBY RESOLVED that 
the Report is hereby approved; and it is further
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RESOLVED, that the President and Chief Executive Officer, Chief Financial Officer, Deputy Chief 
Financial Officer and Controller, Treasurer or their designees be, and each of them hereby is, 
authorized and empowered to submit said Report, as required by law, and to take such action 
and execute such agreements and instruments as he or she may consider necessary or 
desirable or appropriate in connection with the implementation and approval of the Report and 
to take related actions.

*  *  *

The Acting Chair then asked Brendan Healey to present a summary of the project items 

on the Agenda.  Acting Chair Younis explained that following this brief presentation, he would 

call upon the individual Regional Directors or their representatives to present the projects from 

their region.

Mr. Healey noted that the Directors will be asked to consider 16 projects totaling 

$107,572,470 in grants and/or loans, which include one Buffalo Billion award, eight Regional 

Council Awards and Upstate Revitalization Initiative grants and eight Discretionary awards.

Mr. Healey further explained that these projects will take place across various New York 

State regions, and will leverage over $128 million of additional investment and retain 36 jobs 

and create 35 new jobs in the State.

 

Acting Chair Younis then called on Amanda Mays, the Director of ESD’s Western New 

York Regional Office to present the next three items on the Agenda for the Directors’ 

consideration.
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The first project Ms. Mays presented, involved a Buffalo Regional Innovation Cluster 

Fund loan in the amount of $800,000 to 960 Busti Avenue Capital.

Ms. Mays explained that the loan would be used for a portion of the construction costs 

of a $6.6 million project to redevelop a vacant 56,000 square-foot building into a new mixed 

use facility on the City of Buffalo’s west side.

Ms. Mays further explained that funds from the second round of awards from the Better 

Buffalo Fund resulted in 31 market rate apartments and 3,700 square-feet of commercial office 

space, which is fully leased out.

 The second project Ms. Mays presented, involved a Downtown Revitalization Initiative 

Fund and an Economic Development Purposes Fund in the amount of $2.6 million to Hamister 

Group, LLC.

Ms. Mays explained that the grants would be used for a portion of the renovation costs 

associated with the $12.7 million project to renovate the recently opened Hilton Double Tree 

Hotel.  The renovations include the creation of 147 updated hotel rooms, banquet and 

restaurant space, a fitness facility and other amenities.  

Ms. Mays noted that the hotel is expected to create 33 full-time jobs and anticipates 

employing in excess of 50 workers during the summer months.
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The third project Ms. Mays presented, involved a Regional Council Award in the amount 

of $1 million to the Chautauqua County Water District to be used for construction costs to 

create a regional water supply system by consolidating municipal water supplies.

Ms. Mays noted that this project addresses the need for reliable, low cost water service 

across adjacent urban and rural communities and leverages existing infrastructure, reinforces 

water delivery infrastructure, expands water service to the area and ensures safe, dependable 

quality water. 

Following the full presentation of all three projects, the Acting Chair called for questions 

or comments.  Hearing none, and upon motion duly made and seconded, the following 

resolutions were unanimously adopted:

Buffalo (Western New York Region – Erie County) 960 Busti Avenue Capital – Buffalo 
Regional Innovation Cluster Fund – Better Buffalo Fund (Capital Loan) – Findings and 
Determinations Pursuant to Section 10(g); Authorization to Adopt the Proposed General 
Project Plan; Authorization to Make a Loan and to Take Related Actions

RESOLVED, that on the basis of the materials presented to this meeting, a copy of which is 
hereby ordered filed with the records of the Corporation, relating to the 960 Busti Avenue 
Capital – Better Buffalo Fund (Capital Loan)  Project (the “Project”), the Corporation hereby 
determines pursuant to Section 10(g) of the New York State Urban Development Corporation 
Act of 1968, as amended (the “Act”), that there are no families or individuals to be displaced 
from the project area; and be it further

RESOLVED, that the Corporation does hereby adopt, subject to the requirements of Section 
16(2) of the Act, the proposed General Project Plan (the “Plan”) for the Project submitted to 
this meeting, together with such changes therein as the President and Chief Executive Officer of 
the Corporation or his designee(s) may deem appropriate, a copy of which Plan, together with 
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such changes, is hereby ordered filed with the records of the Corporation; and be it further

RESOLVED, that upon written finding of the President and Chief Executive Officer of the 
Corporation or his designee(s) that no substantive negative testimony or comment has been 
received at the public hearing held on the Plan, such Plan shall be effective at the conclusion of 
such hearing, and that upon such written finding being made, the President and Chief Executive 
Officer of the Corporation or his designee(s) be, and each of them hereby is, authorized to 
make to 9271 Group, LLC a loan for a total amount not to exceed Eight Hundred Thousand 
Dollars ($800,000) from the Buffalo Regional Innovation Cluster Fund, for the purposes, and 
substantially on the terms and conditions, set forth in the materials presented to this meeting, 
with such changes as the  President and Chief Executive Officer or his designee(s) may deem 
appropriate, subject to the availability of funds and the approval of the State Division of the 
Budget; and be it further

RESOLVED, that the President and Chief Executive Officer of the Corporation or his designee(s) 
be, subsequent to the making of the loan, and each of them hereby is, authorized to take such 
actions and make such modifications to the terms of the loan as he or she may deem necessary 
or appropriate in the administration of the loan; and be it further

RESOLVED, that the provision of ESD financial assistance is expressly contingent upon:  (1) the 
approval of the Public Authorities Control Board, if applicable; (2) receipt of all other necessary 
approvals;  and (3) receipt of funds;  and be it further

RESOLVED, that the President and Chief Executive Officer or his designee(s) be, and each of 
them hereby is, authorized in the name and on behalf of the Corporation to execute and deliver 
any and all documents and to take all actions as he or she may in his or her sole discretion 
consider to be necessary or proper to effectuate the foregoing resolutions.

*  *  *

Buffalo (Western New York Region – Erie County) 960 Busti Avenue Capital – Buffalo 
Regional Innovation Cluster Fund – Better Buffalo Fund (Capital Loan) – Determination 
of No Significant Effect on the Environment

RESOLVED, that based on the material submitted to the Directors with respect to the 960 Busti 
Avenue Capital Project, the Corporation hereby determines that the proposed action will not 
have a significant effect on the environment. 

*  *  *
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Jamestown (Western New York Region – Chautauqua County) – Hilton Double Tree 
Hotel Capital – Downtown Revitalization Initiative Fund and Economic Development 
Purposes Fund (Capital Grants) – Findings and Determinations Pursuant to Section 10(g) 
of the Act; Authorization to Adopt the Proposed General Project Plan; Authorization to 
Make a Grant and to Take Related Actions

RESOLVED, that the Corporation does hereby adopt, subject to the requirements of Section 
16(2) of the Act, the proposed General Project Plan (the “Plan”) for the Project submitted to 
this meeting, together with such changes therein as the President and Chief Executive Officer of 
the Corporation or his designee(s) may deem appropriate, a copy of which Plan, together with 
such changes, is hereby ordered filed with the records of the Corporation; and be it further

RESOLVED, that upon written finding of the President and Chief Executive Officer of the 
Corporation  or his designee(s) that no substantive negative testimony or comment has been 
received at the public hearing held on the Plan, such Plan shall be effective at the conclusion of 
such hearing, and that upon such written finding being made, the President and Chief Executive 
Officer of the Corporation or his designee(s) be, and each of them hereby is, authorized to 
make to the Hamister Group LLC two grants for a total amount not to exceed Two Million Six 
Hundred Thousand Dollars ($2,600,000) from the Downtown Revitalization Initiative Fund and 
Economic Development Purposes Fund, for the purposes, and substantially on the terms and 
conditions, set forth in the materials presented to this meeting, with such changes as the 
President and Chief Executive Officer of the Corporation or his designee(s) may deem 
appropriate, subject to the availability of funds and the approval of the State Division of the 
Budget; and be it further

RESOLVED, that the President and Chief Executive Officer of the Corporation or his designee(s) 
be, subsequent to the making of the grant, and each of them hereby is, authorized to take such 
actions and make such modifications to the terms of the grant as he or she may deem 
necessary or appropriate in the administration of the grant; and be it further

RESOLVED, that the provision of ESD financial assistance is expressly contingent upon: (1) the 
approval of the Public Authorities Control Board, if applicable, and (2) receipt of all other 
necessary approvals; and be it further

RESOLVED, that the President and Chief Executive Officer or his designee(s) be, and each of 
them hereby is, authorized in the name and on behalf of the Corporation to execute and deliver 
any and all documents and to take all actions as he or she may in his or her sole discretion 
consider to be necessary or proper to effectuate the foregoing resolutions.

*  *  *
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Jamestown (Western New York Region – Chautauqua County) – Hilton Double Tree 
Hotel Capital – Downtown Revitalization Initiative Fund and Economic Development 
Purposes Fund (Capital Grants) – Determination of No Significant Effect on the 
Environment

RESOLVED, that based on the material submitted to the Directors with respect to the Hilton 
Double Tree Hotel Capital Project, the Corporation hereby determines that the proposed action 
will not have a significant effect on the environment. 

*  *  *

Jamestown (Western New York Region – Chautauqua County) – Hilton Double Tree 
Hotel Capital – Downtown Revitalization Initiative Fund and Economic Development 
Purposes Fund (Capital Grants)   – Grant of Waiver under Public Authorities Law §2879-b 
(Labor Peace)

RESOLVED, that on the basis of the materials presented at this meeting, the Corporation hereby 
finds, pursuant to New York State Public Authorities Law Section 2879-b, that the project would 
not be fiscally viable if a labor peace agreement were required and hereby waives such 
requirement in connection with the project.

*  *  *

Regional Council Award – Priority Project – Chautauqua (Western New York Region – 
Chautauqua County) - Chautauqua County Water District Capital – Regional Council 
Capital Fund (Capital Grant) - Findings and Determinations Pursuant to Section 10(g) of 
the Act; Authorization to Adopt the Proposed General Project Plan; Authorization to 
Make a Grant and to Take Related Actions

RESOLVED, that on the basis of the materials presented to this meeting, a copy of which is 
hereby ordered filed with the records of the Corporation, relating to the Chautauqua County 
Water District Capital – Regional Council Capital Fund (Capital Grants) Project (the “Project”), 
the Corporation hereby determines pursuant to Section 10(g) of the New York State Urban 
Development Corporation Act of 1968, as amended (the “Act”), that there are no families or 
individuals to be displaced from the project area; and be it further

RESOLVED, that the Corporation does hereby adopt, subject to the requirements of Section 
16(2) of the Act, the proposed General Project Plan (the “Plan”) for the Project submitted to 
this meeting, together with such changes therein as the President and Chief Executive Officer of 
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the Corporation or his designee(s) may deem appropriate, a copy of which Plan, together with 
such changes, is hereby ordered filed with the records of the Corporation; and be it further

RESOLVED, that upon written finding of the President and Chief Executive Officer of the 
Corporation or his designee(s) that no substantive negative testimony or comment has been 
received at the public hearing held on the Plan, such Plan shall be effective at the conclusion of 
such hearing, and that upon such written finding being made, President and Chief Executive 
Officer of the Corporation or his designee(s) be, and each of them hereby is, authorized to 
make to Chautauqua County a grant for a total amount not to exceed One Million Dollars 
($1,000,000) from the Regional Council Capital Fund, for the purposes, and substantially on the 
terms and conditions, set forth in the materials presented to this meeting, with such changes as 
the President and Chief Executive Officer of the Corporation or his designee(s) may deem  
appropriate, subject to the availability of funds and the approval of the State Division of the 
Budget; and be it further

RESOLVED, that the President and Chief Executive Officer or his designee(s) be, subsequent to 
the making of the grant, and each of them hereby is, authorized to take such actions and make 
such modifications to the terms of the grant as he or she may deem necessary or appropriate in 
the administration of the grant; and be it further

RESOLVED, that the provision of ESD financial assistance is expressly contingent upon: (1) the 
approval of the Public Authorities Control Board, if applicable, and (2) receipt of all other 
necessary approvals; and be it further

RESOLVED, that the President and Chief Executive Officer or his designee(s) be, and each of 
them hereby is, authorized in the name and on behalf of the Corporation to execute and deliver 
any and all documents and to take all actions as he or she may in his or her sole discretion 
consider to be necessary or proper to effectuate the foregoing resolutions.

*  *  *

Regional Council Award – Priority Project – Chautauqua (Western New York Region – 
Chautauqua County) - Chautauqua County Water District Capital – Regional Council 
Capital Fund (Capital Grant) – Determination of No Significant Effect on the Environment

RESOLVED, that based on the material submitted to the Directors with respect to the 
Chautauqua Water District Capital Project, the Corporation hereby determines that the 
proposed action will not have a significant effect on the environment. 

*  *  *
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The Acting Chair then called on Donna Howell, the Director of ESD’s Southern Tier 

Regional Office to present the next item on the Agenda for the Directors’ consideration.

Ms. Howell explained that the Directors were being asked to approve a Regional Council 

Capital Fund grant in the amount of $800,000 to National Pipe and Plastic to be used for the 

demolition, construction and renovation of a former industrial site into a new headquarters for 

the Company.

Ms. Howell further explained that the project will include general, as well as 

environmental remediation of a large, vacant manufacturing building which will create a shovel 

ready site for the company to build and relocate their headquarters to Endicott.

Ms. Mays noted that the project also includes a 19,300 square-foot office building with 

employee and visitor parking, green space and will retain 33 jobs and add an additional 5 jobs.

  

Following the full presentation, the Acting Chair called for questions or comments.  

Hearing none, and upon motion duly made and seconded, the following resolution was 

unanimously adopted:

Regional Council Award – Priority Project – Endicott (Southern Tier Region – Broome 
County) – National Pipe & Plastic Capital – Regional Council Capital Fund (Capital Grant) 
– Findings and Determinations Pursuant to Section 10(g) of the Act; Authorization to 
Adopt the Proposed General Project Plan; Authorization to Make a Grant and to Take 
Related Actions
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RESOLVED, that on the basis of the materials presented to this meeting, a copy of which is 
hereby ordered filed with the records of the Corporation, relating to the National Pipe & Plastic 
Capital - Regional Council Capital Fund (Capital Grant) Project (the “Project”), the Corporation 
hereby determines pursuant to Section 10(g) of the New York State Urban Development 
Corporation Act of 1968, as amended (the “Act”), that there are no families or individuals to be 
displaced from the project area; and be it further

RESOLVED, that the Corporation does hereby adopt, subject to the requirements of Section 
16(2) of the Act, the proposed General Project Plan (the “Plan”) for the Project submitted to 
this meeting, together with such changes therein as the President and Chief Executive Officer of 
the Corporation or his designee(s) may deem appropriate, a copy of which Plan, together with 
such changes, is hereby ordered filed with the records of the Corporation; and be it further

RESOLVED, that upon written finding of the President and Chief Executive Officer of the 
Corporation or his designee(s) that no substantive negative testimony or comment has been 
received at the public hearing held on the Plan, such Plan shall be effective at the conclusion of 
such hearing, and that upon such written finding being made, President and Chief Executive 
Officer of the Corporation or his designee(s) be, and each of them hereby is, authorized to 
make to National Pipe & Plastics, Inc. a grant for a total amount not to exceed Eight Hundred 
Thousand Dollars ($800,000) from the Regional Council Capital Fund, for the purposes, and 
substantially on the terms and conditions, set forth in the materials presented to this meeting, 
with such changes as the President and Chief Executive Officer of the Corporation or his 
designee(s) may deem  appropriate, subject to the availability of funds and the approval of the 
State Division of the Budget; and be it further

RESOLVED, that the President and Chief Executive Officer or his designee(s) be, subsequent to 
the making of the grant, and each of them hereby is, authorized to take such actions and make 
such modifications to the terms of the grant as he or she may deem necessary or appropriate in 
the administration of the grant; and be it further

RESOLVED, that the provision of ESD financial assistance is expressly contingent upon: (1) the 
approval of the Public Authorities Control Board, if applicable, and (2) receipt of all other 
necessary approvals; and be it further

RESOLVED, that the President and Chief Executive Officer or his designee(s) be, and each of 
them hereby is, authorized in the name and on behalf of the Corporation to execute and deliver 
any and all documents and to take all actions as he or she may in his or her sole discretion 
consider to be necessary or proper to effectuate the foregoing resolutions.

*  *  *

Regional Council Award – Priority Project – Endicott (Southern Tier Region – Broome 
County) – National Pipe & Plastic Capital – Regional Council Capital Fund (Capital Grant) 
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– Determination of No Significant Effect on the Environment

RESOLVED, that based on the material submitted to the Directors with respect to the National 
Pipe & Plastic Capital Project, the Corporation hereby determines that the proposed action will 
not have a significant effect on the environment. 

*  *  *

Acting Chair Younis then called on Vincent Esposito, the Director of ESD’s Finger Lakes 

Regional Office to present the next three items on the Agenda for the Directors’ consideration.

 The first project Mr. Esposito presented, involved an Upstate Revitalization Initiative 

grant in the amount of $10 million to the Rochester Economic Development Corporation, 

known as REDCO, to establish a new Revitalize Rochester Fund.

Mr. Esposito explained that REDCO is a fund modeled after the Better Buffalo Fund and 

is focused on low income commercial corridors.

Mr. Esposito further explained that the fund is being done in partnership with local 

banks and philanthropic organizations to produce a $17 million fund that will have four tracks 

to provide low interest pre-development loans, renovation and streetscape grants, 

entrepreneurship and ecosystem enhancement grants and low interest loans to worker co-op 

businesses. 

The second project Mr. Esposito presented, involved an Upstate Revitalization Initiative 
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grant in the amount of $8 million to the Genesee County Industrial Development Agency 

(“GCIDA”) and will be used for the continued development of the Genesee County Western 

New York STAMP project, which is a high tech development site located in the Town of 

Alabama.

Mr. Esposito explained that this grant will allow for engineering, permitting the design 

of large scale water systems and sewer and electrical substations for the remainder of the 

1,200 acre corridor that is currently under development.

The third project Mr. Esposito presented, involved a Regional Council Capital fund grant 

in the amount of $372,470 to St. John Fisher College that will be used for renovations to their  

Biology and Chemistry labs at the Skalny Science Center.

Following the full presentation, the Acting Chair called for questions or comments.  

Hearing none, and upon motion duly made and seconded, the following resolutions were 

unanimously adopted:

Regional Council Award – Priority Project – Rochester (Finger Lakes Region – Monroe 
County) – Revitalize Rochester Fund – Upstate Revitalization Initiative (Capital and 
Working Capital Grant) – Findings and Determinations Pursuant to Section 10(g) of the 
Act; Authorization to Adopt the Proposed General Project Plan; Authorization to Make a 
Grant and to Take Related Actions

RESOLVED, that on the basis of the materials presented to this meeting, a copy of which is 
hereby ordered filed with the records of the Corporation, relating to the Revitalize Rochester 
Fund -- Upstate Revitalization Initiative Working Capital Project (the “Project”), the Corporation 
hereby determines pursuant to Section 10(g) of the New York State Urban Development 
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Corporation Act of 1968, as amended (the “Act”), that there are no families or individuals to be 
displaced from the project area; and be it further

RESOLVED, that the Corporation does hereby adopt, subject to the requirements of Section 
16(2) of the Act, the proposed General Project Plan (the “Plan”) for the Project submitted to 
this meeting, together with such changes therein as the President and Chief Executive Officer of 
the Corporation or his designee(s) may deem appropriate, a copy of which Plan, together with 
such changes, is hereby ordered filed with the records of the Corporation; and be it further

RESOLVED, that upon written finding of the President and Chief Executive Officer of the 
Corporation  or his designee(s) that no substantive negative testimony or comment has been 
received at the public hearing held on the Plan, such Plan shall be effective at the conclusion of 
such hearing, and that upon such written finding being made, the President and Chief Executive 
Officer of the Corporation or his designee(s) be, and each of them hereby is, authorized to 
make to Rochester Economic Development Corporation a grant for a total amount not to 
exceed Ten Million Dollars ($10,000,000) from the Upstate Revitalization Initiative, for the 
purposes, and substantially on the terms and conditions, set forth in the materials presented to 
this meeting, with such changes as the President and Chief Executive Officer of the Corporation 
or his designee(s) may deem appropriate, subject to the availability of funds and the approval 
of the State Division of the Budget; and be it further

RESOLVED, that the President and Chief Executive Officer of the Corporation or his designee(s) 
be, subsequent to the making of the grant, and each of them hereby is, authorized to take such 
actions and make such modifications to the terms of the grant as he or she may deem 
necessary or appropriate in the administration of the grant; and be it further

RESOLVED, that the provision of ESD financial assistance is expressly contingent upon: (1) the 
approval of the Public Authorities Control Board, if applicable, and (2) receipt of all other 
necessary approvals; and be it further

RESOLVED, that the President and Chief Executive Officer or his designee(s) be, and each of 
them hereby is, authorized in the name and on behalf of the Corporation to execute and deliver 
any and all documents and to take all actions as he or she may in his or her sole discretion 
consider to be necessary or proper to effectuate the foregoing resolutions.

*  *  *

Basom (Finger Lakes Region – Genesee County) – GCEDC STAMP Capital – Upstate 
Revitilization Initiative (Capital Grant) - Findings and Determinations Pursuant to Section 
10(g) of the Act; Authorization to Adopt the Proposed General Project Plan; 
Authorization to Make a Grant and to Take Related Actions
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RESOLVED, that on the basis of the materials presented to this meeting, a copy of which is 
hereby ordered filed with the records of the Corporation, relating to the GCEDC STAMP Capital 
– Upstate Revitilization Initiative (Capital Grant) Project (the “Project”), the Corporation hereby 
determines pursuant to Section 10(g) of the New York State Urban Development Corporation 
Act of 1968, as amended (the “Act”), that there are no families or individuals to be displaced 
from the project area; and be it further

RESOLVED, that the Corporation does hereby adopt, subject to the requirements of Section 
16(2) of the Act, the proposed General Project Plan (the “Plan”) for the Project submitted to 
this meeting, together with such changes therein as the President and Chief Executive Officer of 
the Corporation or his designee(s) may deem appropriate, a copy of which Plan, together with 
such changes, is hereby ordered filed with the records of the Corporation; and be it further

RESOLVED, that upon written finding of the President and Chief Executive Officer of the 
Corporation or his designee(s) that no substantive negative testimony or comment has been 
received at the public hearing held on the Plan, such Plan shall be effective at the conclusion of 
such hearing, and that upon such written finding being made, President and Chief Executive 
Officer of the Corporation or his designee(s) be, and each of them hereby is, authorized to 
make to Genesee County Industrial Development Agency a grant for a total amount not to 
exceed Eight Million Dollars ($8,000,000) from the Upstate Revitilization Initiative, for the 
purposes, and substantially on the terms and conditions, set forth in the materials presented to 
this meeting, with such changes as the President and Chief Executive Officer of the Corporation 
or his designee(s) may deem  appropriate, subject to the availability of funds and the approval 
of the State Division of the Budget; and be it further

RESOLVED, that the President and Chief Executive Officer or his designee(s) be, subsequent to 
the making of the grant, and each of them hereby is, authorized to take such actions and make 
such modifications to the terms of the grant as he or she may deem necessary or appropriate in 
the administration of the grant; and be it further

RESOLVED, that the provision of ESD financial assistance is expressly contingent upon: (1) the 
approval of the Public Authorities Control Board, if applicable, and (2) receipt of all other 
necessary approvals; and be it further

RESOLVED, that the President and Chief Executive Officer or his designee(s) be, and each of 
them hereby is, authorized in the name and on behalf of the Corporation to execute and deliver 
any and all documents and to take all actions as he or she may in his or her sole discretion 
consider to be necessary or proper to effectuate the foregoing resolutions.

*  *  *

Regional Council Award – Priority Project – Rochester (Finger Lakes Region – Monroe 
County) – St. John Fisher Skalny Science Center Capital – Regional Council Capital Fund 
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(Capital Grant) – Findings and Determinations Pursuant to Section 10(g) of the Act; 
Authorization to Adopt the Proposed General Project Plan; Authorization to Make a 
Grant and to Take Related Actions

RESOLVED, that on the basis of the materials presented to this meeting, a copy of which is 
hereby ordered filed with the records of the Corporation, relating to the St. John Fisher Skalny 
Science Center Capital -- Regional Council Capital Fund (Capital Grant)  Project (the “Project”), 
the Corporation hereby determines pursuant to Section 10(g) of the New York State Urban 
Development Corporation Act of 1968, as amended (the “Act”), that there are no families or 
individuals to be displaced from the project area; and be it further

RESOLVED, that the Corporation does hereby adopt, subject to the requirements of Section 
16(2) of the Act, the proposed General Project Plan (the “Plan”) for the Project submitted to 
this meeting, together with such changes therein as the President and Chief Executive Officer of 
the Corporation or his designee(s) may deem appropriate, a copy of which Plan, together with 
such changes, is hereby ordered filed with the records of the Corporation; and be it further

RESOLVED, that upon written finding of the President and Chief Executive Officer of the 
Corporation or his designee(s) that no substantive negative testimony or comment has been 
received at the public hearing held on the Plan, such Plan shall be effective at the conclusion of 
such hearing, and that upon such written finding being made, President and Chief Executive 
Officer of the Corporation or his designee(s) be, and each of them hereby is, authorized to 
make to St. John Fisher College a grant for a total amount not to exceed Three Hundred Seventy 
Two  Thousand Four Hundred Seventy Dollars ($372,470) from the Regional Council Capital 
Fund, for the purposes, and substantially on the terms and conditions, set forth in the materials 
presented to this meeting, with such changes as the President and Chief Executive Officer of 
the Corporation or his designee(s) may deem  appropriate, subject to the availability of funds 
and the approval of the State Division of the Budget; and be it further

RESOLVED, that the President and Chief Executive Officer or his designee(s) be, subsequent to 
the making of the grant, and each of them hereby is, authorized to take such actions and make 
such modifications to the terms of the grant as he or she may deem necessary or appropriate in 
the administration of the grant; and be it further

RESOLVED, that the provision of ESD financial assistance is expressly contingent upon: (1) the 
approval of the Public Authorities Control Board, if applicable, and (2) receipt of all other 
necessary approvals; and be it further

RESOLVED, that the President and Chief Executive Officer or his designee(s) be, and each of 
them hereby is, authorized in the name and on behalf of the Corporation to execute and deliver 
any and all documents and to take all actions as he or she may in his or her sole discretion 
consider to be necessary or proper to effectuate the foregoing resolutions.
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*  *  *

The Acting Chair then called on Kevin Hansen to present the next item on the Agenda 

for the Directors’ consideration.

Acting Chair Younis noted that Dr. Douglas Grose from NY CREATES was joining the 

meeting via telephone.

Mr. Hansen explained that the Directors were being asked to approve a $72.5 million, 

multi-year working capital grant to the Research Foundation for the State University of New 

York, which will be used to operate and ensue the financial stability of the SUNY Poly portfolio.

Mr. Hansen went on to give a brief history of the project noting several 

accomplishments and that ESD and SUNY are taking steps to create a new single, non-profit to 

manage the portfolio called the New York Center for Research, Economic Advancement, 

Technology, Engineering and Science (NY-CREATES), which will be led by Dr. Grose who is the 

former CEO of Global Foundries. 

Director Escher asked about the budget.

Mr. Hansen noted that from an operating standpoint, the support of the capital grant 

being requested, and the refinancing of the bank debt will allow this organization to become 

financially self-sufficient.
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The Acting Chair again noted that Dr. Grose was on the telephone and asked if there 

was anything that he would like to say.

Dr. Grose responded that Mr. Hansen had covered the important points and reiterated 

that this grant will help with self-sufficiency and the opening up of new opportunities.

Following the full presentation, the Acting Chair called for questions or comments.  

Hearing none, and upon motion duly made and seconded, the following resolution was 

unanimously adopted:

Albany (Capital Region – Albany County) – RF-NY CREATES Operating Support Working 
Capital – High Technology Innovation and Economic Development Infrastructure 
Program (Working Capital Grant) – Findings and Determinations Pursuant to Section 
10(g) of the Act; Authorization to Make a Grant and to Take Related Actions

RESOLVED, that on the basis of the materials presented to this meeting, a copy of which is 
hereby ordered filed with the records of the Corporation, relating to the RF – NY CREATES 
Operating Support Working Capital Project (the “Project”), the Corporation hereby determines 
pursuant to Section 10(g) of the New York State Urban Development Corporation Act of 1968, 
as amended (the “Act”), that there are no families or individuals to be displaced from the 
project area; and be it further

RESOLVED, that the President and Chief Executive Officer of the Corporation or his designee(s) 
be, and each of them hereby is, authorized to make to The Research Foundation for The State 
University of New York a grant for a total amount not to exceed Seventy Two Million Five 
Hundred Thousand Dollars ($72,500,000) from the High Technology Innovation and Economic 
Development Infrastructure Program, for the purposes, and substantially on the terms and 
conditions, set forth in the materials presented to this meeting, with such changes as the 
President and Chief Executive Officer of the Corporation or his designee(s) may deem  
appropriate, subject to the availability of funds and the approval of the State Division of the 
Budget; and be it further
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RESOLVED, that the President and Chief Executive Officer or his designee(s) be, subsequent to 
the making of the grant, and each of them hereby is, authorized to take such actions and make 
such modifications to the terms of the grant as he or she may deem necessary or appropriate in 
the administration of the grant; and be it further

RESOLVED, that the provision of ESD financial assistance is expressly contingent upon: (1) the 
approval of the Public Authorities Control Board, if applicable, and (2) receipt of all other 
necessary approvals; and be it further

RESOLVED, that the President and Chief Executive Officer or his designee(s) be, and each of 
them hereby is, authorized in the name and on behalf of the Corporation to execute and deliver 
any and all documents and to take all actions as he or she may in his or her sole discretion 
consider to be necessary or proper to effectuate the foregoing resolutions.

*  *  *

The Acting Chair then called on Michael Reese, the Director of ESD’s Mohawk Valley 

Regional office to present the next two projects on the Agenda for the Directors’ consideration. 

The first project Mr. Reese presented, involved an Upstate Revitalization Initiative grant 

in the amount of $6 million to Utica Harbor Point Development Corporation, to be used for a 

portion of the costs of the reconstruction of the Utica Harbor Bulkheads.

Mr. Reese noted that the project cost is $6,705,000 and is expected to be completed in 

November 2019.

The Second project Mr. Reese presented, involved a Regional Council Capital Fund grant 

in the amount of $400,000 to 167 Genesee Street LLC, that will be used for a portion of the cost 

of construction and renovations.
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Mr. Reese explained that the building was completely renovated into a residential and 

commercial building called the Westwood, which offers 22 residential apartments.  The building 

also provides several amenities which include a fitness center, a recreation room, an art gallery 

space for student workshops, art classes, retail art work, a small sandwich shop and an urban 

market that caters to residents living in downtown Utica.

Mr. Reese noted that the total project cost is $5,782,000 and was completed in March 

2019.

Following the full presentation of both projects, the Acting Chair called for questions or 

comments.  Hearing none, and upon motion duly made and seconded, the following resolutions 

were unanimously adopted:

Regional Council Award – Utica (Mohawk Valley Region – Oneida County) – Utica 
Bulkheads at Harbor Point Capital – Upstate Revitalization Initiative (Capital Grant) – 
Findings and Determinations Pursuant to Section 10(g) of the Act; Authorization to 
Adopt the Proposed General Project Plan; Authorization to Make a Grant and to Take 
Related Actions

RESOLVED, that on the basis of the materials presented to this meeting, a copy of which is 
hereby ordered filed with the records of the Corporation, relating to the Utica Bulkheads at 
Harbor Point Capital -- Upstate Revitalization Initiative  (Capital Grant) Project (the “Project”), 
the Corporation hereby determines pursuant to Section 10(g) of the New York State Urban 
Development Corporation Act of 1968, as amended (the “Act”), that there are no families or 
individuals to be displaced from the project area; and be it further

RESOLVED, that the Corporation does hereby adopt, subject to the requirements of Section 
16(2) of the Act, the proposed General Project Plan (the “Plan”) for the Project submitted to 
this meeting, together with such changes therein as the President and Chief Executive Officer of 
the Corporation or his designee(s) may deem appropriate, a copy of which Plan, together with 
such changes, is hereby ordered filed with the records of the Corporation; and be it further
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RESOLVED, that upon written finding of the President and Chief Executive Officer of the 
Corporation or his designee(s) that no substantive negative testimony or comment has been 
received at the public hearing held on the Plan, such Plan shall be effective at the conclusion of 
such hearing, and that upon such written finding being made, President and Chief Executive 
Officer of the Corporation or his designee(s) be, and each of them hereby is, authorized to 
make to Utica Harbor Point Development Corporation a grant for a total amount not to exceed 
Six Million Dollars ($6,000,000) from the Upstate Revitalization Initiative, for the purposes, and 
substantially on the terms and conditions, set forth in the materials presented to this meeting, 
with such changes as the President and Chief Executive Officer of the Corporation or his 
designee(s) may deem  appropriate, subject to the availability of funds and the approval of the 
State Division of the Budget; and be it further

RESOLVED, that the President and Chief Executive Officer or his designee(s) be, subsequent to 
the making of the grant, and each of them hereby is, authorized to take such actions and make 
such modifications to the terms of the grant as he or she may deem necessary or appropriate in 
the administration of the grant; and be it further

RESOLVED, that the provision of ESD financial assistance is expressly contingent upon: (1) the 
approval of the Public Authorities Control Board, if applicable, and (2) receipt of all other 
necessary approvals; and be it further

RESOLVED, that the President and Chief Executive Officer or his designee(s) be, and each of 
them hereby is, authorized in the name and on behalf of the Corporation to execute and deliver 
any and all documents and to take all actions as he or she may in his or her sole discretion 
consider to be necessary or proper to effectuate the foregoing resolutions.

*  *  *

Regional Council Award – Utica (Mohawk Valley Region – Oneida County) – 167 Genesee 
Street Capital – Regional Council Capital Fund (Capital Grant) – Findings and 
Determinations Pursuant to Section 10(g) of the Act; Authorization to Adopt the 
Proposed General Project Plan; Authorization to Make a Grant and to Take Related 
Actions

RESOLVED, that on the basis of the materials presented to this meeting, a copy of which is 
hereby ordered filed with the records of the Corporation, relating to the 167 Genesee Street 
Capital  – Regional Council Capital Fund (Capital Grant) Project (the “Project”), the Corporation 
hereby determines pursuant to Section 10(g) of the New York State Urban Development 
Corporation Act of 1968, as amended (the “Act”), that there are no families or individuals to be 
displaced from the project area; and be it further
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RESOLVED, that the Corporation does hereby adopt, subject to the requirements of Section 
16(2) of the Act, the proposed General Project Plan (the “Plan”) for the Project submitted to 
this meeting, together with such changes therein as the President and Chief Executive Officer of 
the Corporation or his designee(s) may deem appropriate, a copy of which Plan, together with 
such changes, is hereby ordered filed with the records of the Corporation; and be it further

RESOLVED, that upon written finding of the President and Chief Executive Officer of the 
Corporation or his designee(s) that no substantive negative testimony or comment has been 
received at the public hearing held on the Plan, such Plan shall be effective at the conclusion of 
such hearing, and that upon such written finding being made, President and Chief Executive 
Officer of the Corporation or his designee(s) be, and each of them hereby is, authorized to 
make to 167 Genesee St., LLC a grant for a total amount not to exceed Four Hundred Thousand 
Dollars ($400,000) from the Regional Council Capital Fund, for the purposes, and substantially 
on the terms and conditions, set forth in the materials presented to this meeting, with such 
changes as the President and Chief Executive Officer of the Corporation or his designee(s) may 
deem  appropriate, subject to the availability of funds and the approval of the State Division of 
the Budget; and be it further

RESOLVED, that the President and Chief Executive Officer or his designee(s) be, subsequent to 
the making of the grant, and each of them hereby is, authorized to take such actions and make 
such modifications to the terms of the grant as he or she may deem necessary or appropriate in 
the administration of the grant; and be it further

RESOLVED, that the provision of ESD financial assistance is expressly contingent upon: (1) the 
approval of the Public Authorities Control Board, if applicable, and (2) receipt of all other 
necessary approvals; and be it further

RESOLVED, that the President and Chief Executive Officer or his designee(s) be, and each of 
them hereby is, authorized in the name and on behalf of the Corporation to execute and deliver 
any and all documents and to take all actions as he or she may in his or her sole discretion 
consider to be necessary or proper to effectuate the foregoing resolutions.

*  *  *

Regional Council Award – Utica (Mohawk Valley Region – Oneida County) – 167 Genesee 
Street Capital – Regional Council Capital Fund (Capital Grant) –– Determination of No 
Significant Effect on the Environment

RESOLVED, that based on the material submitted to the Directors with respect to the 167 
Genesee Street Capital Project, the Corporation hereby determines that the proposed action 
will not have a significant effect on the environment. 
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*  *  *

Next, the Acting Chair called on Kelly Baquerizo to present the Market New York Grant 

Program item on the Agenda for the Directors’ consideration.

Ms. Baquerizo explained that the Directors were being asked to approve two Market 

New York projects for the Directors’ consideration.

The first project Ms. Baquerizo presented, involved a grant in the amount of $300,000 

to Discover Long Island, the official tourism promotion agency for Long Island. 

Ms. Baquerizo noted that Discover Long Island is a not-for-profit organization.

Ms. Baquerizo then explained that the grant will be used to expand Discover Long 

Island’s cooperative marketing partnership with New York in the Canadian and Australian target 

markets and will help them to continue their efforts in Germany and the United Kingdom.  

Ms. Baquerizo also noted that the project is a campaign for approved digital marketing, 

collateral development, trade show participation and in-market professional contracts, as well 

as events with the goal of increased international visitation and tourism to make an impact on 

the Long Island region.

The second project Ms. Baquerizo presented, involved a grant in the amount of $1 
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million to the American Museum of Natural History to be used toward the new addition to the 

Gilder Center for Science Education and Innovation.

Ms. Baquerizo explained that the funds will go towards an upgrade to the exhibition 

space and the design of a cutting edge immersive theater.

Ms. Baquerizo noted that the projet is expected to be completed May 2021.  

 Following the full presentation, the Acting Chair called for questions or comments. 

Hearing none, and upon motion duly made and seconded, the following resolutions were 

unanimously adopted:

Statewide – Market New York Program (Working Capital Grant) – Findings and 
Determinations Pursuant to Section 10(g) of the Act; Authorization to Make a Grant and 
to Take Related Actions

RESOLVED, that on the basis of the materials presented to this meeting, a copy of which is 
hereby ordered filed with the records of the Corporation, relating to the Market New York 
Program Project identified below (the “Project”), the Corporation hereby determines pursuant 
to Section 10(g) of the New York State Urban Development Corporation Act of 1968, as 
amended (the “Act”), that there are no families or individuals to be displaced from the project 
area; and be it further

RESOLVED, that the President and Chief Executive Officer of the Corporation or his designee(s) 
be, subsequent to the making of the grant, and each of them hereby is, authorized to take such 
actions and make such modifications to the terms of the grant as he or she may deem 
necessary or appropriate in the administration of the grant; and be it further

RESOLVED, that the provision of ESD financial assistance is expressly contingent upon: (1) the 
approval of the Public Authorities Control Board, if applicable; (2) receipt of all other necessary 
approvals;  and (3) receipt of funds;  and be it further
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Market New York Program 

Project Name Project # Grantee Assistance up 
to

Market New York Program

A.
Discover Long Island 
International Marketing Initiative 
Working Capital

132,620 Discover Long Island, Inc. $300,000

TOTAL MARKET NY PROJECT-1 TOTAL $300,000

and be it further

RESOLVED, that the President and Chief Executive Officer of the Corporation or his designee(s) 
be, and each of them hereby is, authorized in the name and on behalf of the Corporation to 
execute and deliver any and all documents and to take all actions as he or she may in his or her 
sole discretion consider to be necessary or proper to effectuate the foregoing resolutions.

*  *  *

New York City (New York City Region – New York County) – Empire State Economic 
Development Fund (Capital Grant) – Findings and Determinations Pursuant to Sections 
16-m and 10(g) of the Act; Authorization to Adopt the Proposed General Project Plan; 
Authorization to Make a Grant and to Take Related Actions

RESOLVED, that on the basis of the materials presented to this meeting, a copy of which is 
hereby ordered filed with the records of the Corporation, relating to the AMNH – Gilder Center 
Capital -- Empire State Economic Development Fund (Capital Grant) Project (the “Project”), the 
Corporation hereby determines pursuant to Sections 16-m and 10(g) of the New York State 
Urban Development Corporation Act of 1968, as amended (the “Act”), that 

1. The proposed project would promote the economic health of New York State by 
facilitating the creation or retention of jobs or would increase activity within a municipality or 
region of the state or would enhance or help to maintain the economic viability of family farms;

2. The project would be unlikely to take place in New York State without the requested 
assistance;

3. The project is reasonably likely to accomplish its stated objectives and that the likely 
benefits of the project exceed costs;

4. There are no families or individuals to be displaced from the project area; and be it 
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further 

RESOLVED, that the Corporation does hereby adopt, subject to the requirements of Section 
16(2) of the Act, the proposed General Project Plan (the “Plan”) for the Project submitted to 
this meeting, together with such changes therein as the President and Chief Executive Officer of 
the Corporation or his designee(s) may deem appropriate, a copy of which Plan, together with 
such changes, are hereby ordered filed with the records of the Corporation; and be it further

RESOLVED, that upon written finding of the President and Chief Executive Officer of the 
Corporation  or his designee(s) that no substantive negative testimony or comment has been 
received at the public hearing held on the Plan, such Plan shall be effective at the conclusion of 
such hearing, and that upon such written finding being made, the President and Chief Executive 
Officer of the Corporation or his designee(s) be, and each of them hereby is, authorized to 
make to American Museum of Natural History a grant for a total amount not to exceed One 
Million Dollars ($1,000,000) from the Empire State Economic Development Fund, for the 
purposes, and substantially on the terms and conditions, set forth in the materials presented to 
this meeting, with such changes as the President and Chief Executive Officer of the Corporation 
or his designee(s) may deem appropriate, subject to the availability of funds and the approval 
of the State Division of the Budget; and be it further

RESOLVED, that the President and Chief Executive Officer of the Corporation or his designee(s) 
be, subsequent to the making of the grant, and each of them hereby is, authorized to take such 
actions and make such modifications to the terms of the grant as he or she may deem 
necessary or appropriate in the administration of the grant; and be it further

RESOLVED, that the provision of ESD financial assistance is expressly contingent upon: (1) the 
approval of the Public Authorities Control Board, if applicable; (2) receipt of all other necessary 
approvals; and (3) receipt of funds.

Empire State Economic Development Fund 

Project Name Project # Grantee Assistance up 
to

Empire State Economic 
Development Fund

B. AMNH – Gilder Center Capital AA535 American Museum of 
Natural History $1,000,000

TOTAL EDF PROJECT-1 TOTAL $1,000,000

and be it further

RESOLVED, that the President and Chief Executive Officer of the Corporation or his designee(s) 
be, and each of them hereby is, authorized in the name and on behalf of the Corporation to 
execute and deliver any and all documents and to take all actions as he or she may in his or her 
sole discretion consider to be necessary or proper to effectuate the foregoing resolutions.
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*  *  *

  
Next, Acting Chair Younis called on Simone Bethune to present the Restore New York 

Communities projects on the Agenda for the Directors’ consideration.

Ms. Bethune explained that there were four Restore New York Communities projects 

being presented for the Directors’ consideration.

The first project Ms. Bethune presented, involved a grant in the amount of $500,000 to 

the City of Amsterdam to be used for the rehabilitation and reconstruction of two vacant 

buildings in downtown Amsterdam for mixed use purposes.

Ms. Bethune explained that Amsterdam IDEA purchased the former Wrestling Hall of 

Fame building and the adjoining building to help transform the area into an attractive City core 

to support growth and host media events and year-round recreational activity. 

Ms. Bethune noted that the project was completed in April 2019, at a cost of $636,922.

The second project Ms. Bethune presented, involved a grant in the amount of $500,000 

to the City of Lockport to be used for the repair and rehabilitation of two historic buildings.

Ms. Bethune noted that the building will be renovated by the Greater Lockport 
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Development Corporation, which is located on Main Street and is within walking distance of the 

recently rehabilitated Flight of Five, Canal Locks winery business.

Ms. Bethune further noted that the project will be completed in November 2019, at a 

cost of $550,000.

The third project Ms. Bethune presented, involved a grant in the amount of $1 million to 

the City of Ithaca to be used for the rehabilitation and renovation of four vacant buildings.

Ms. Bethune explained that the project’s properties are located west of Ithaca 

Commons and will entail the rehabilitation of over 30,000 square-feet of vacant space to create 

a restaurant, 12,000 square-feet for retail use, 10,000 square-feet of office space and six new 

housing units.

Ms. Bethune noted that the project will be completed in June 2020, at a cost of 

approximately $4.7 million.

The last project Ms. Bethune presented, involved a grant in the amount of $1.8 million 

to the City of Schenectady that will be used for the rehabilitation of four vacant properties for a 

mixed-use development.

Ms. Bethune explained that the completed properties will include a unique retail outlet 
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with space for as many as 25 small retailers and artisans, 40 market rate apartments and the 

Frog Alley brewery.

Ms. Bethune noted that the apartments are 100 percent occupied and the retail stores 

are already open.

Ms. Bethune further noted that the project will be completed in June 2020 at a cost of 

approximately $27 million.

Following the full presentation, the Acting Chair called for any questions or comments.  

Hearing none, and upon motion duly made and seconded, the following resolution was 

unanimously adopted:

Statewide – Restore NY Communities (Capital Grants) – Findings and Determinations 
Pursuant to Sections 10(g) and 16-n of the Act; Authorization to Adopt the Proposed 
General Project Plans; Authorization to Make Grants and to Take Related Actions

______________________________________________________________________________

RESOLVED, that on the basis of the materials presented to this meeting, a copy of which is 
hereby ordered filed with the records of the Corporation, relating to the Restore New York 
Communities Initiative Project (the “Project”), the Corporation hereby determines pursuant to 
Section 10(g) of the New York State Urban Development Corporation Act of 1968, as amended 
(the “Act”), that there are no families or individuals to be displaced from the project area; and 
be it further

RESOLVED, that the Corporation does hereby adopt, subject to the requirements of Section 
16(2) of the Act, the proposed General Project Plan (the “Plan”) for the Project submitted to 
this meeting, together with such changes therein as the President and Chief Executive Officer of 
the Corporation or his designee(s) may deem appropriate, a copy of which Plan, together with 
such changes, are hereby ordered filed with the records of the Corporation; and be it further

RESOLVED, that upon written findings of the President and Chief Executive Officer of the 

Master Page # 33 of 428 - NYS Urban Development Corporation Meeting 7/18/2019
________________________________________________________________________________



DRAFT – SUBJECT TO REVIEW AND REVISION

31

Corporation or his designee(s) that no substantive negative testimony or comment has been 
received at the public hearings held on the Plan, such Plan shall be effective at the conclusion of 
such hearing, and that upon such written findings being made, the President and Chief 
Executive Officer of the Corporation or his designee(s) be, and each of them hereby is, 
authorized to make a to grant to the party and for the amount listed below from Restore NY 
Communities, for the purposes, and substantially on the terms and conditions, set forth in the 
materials presented to this meeting, with such changes as the President and Chief Executive 
Officer of the Corporation or his designee(s) may deem appropriate, subject to the availability 
of funds and the approval of the State Division of the Budget; and be it further

RESOLVED, that the President and Chief Executive Officer of the Corporation or his designee(s) 
be, subsequent to the making of the grant, and each of them hereby is, authorized to take such 
actions and make such modifications to the terms of the grant as he or she may deem 
necessary or appropriate in the administration of the grants; and be it further

RESOLVED, that the provision of ESD financial assistance is expressly contingent upon: (1) the 
approval of the Public Authorities Control Board, if applicable, and (2) receipt of all other 
necessary approvals; and be it further

Restore New York Communities Initiative Program – Project Summary Table

Grantee Project Name Project # Grant Village, Town, 
City County

A. City of 
Amsterdam

City of Amsterdam - 
Amsterdam Wrestling 
Hall Building RESTORE 
IV

AB782 $500,000 Amsterdam Montgomery

B. City of Lockport
City of Lockport – 
Downtown Lockport 
Key RESTORE V

AD005 $500,000 Lockport Niagara

C. City of Ithaca

City of Ithaca - 100’s 
West and Reach on 
State Street RESTORE 
V

132,085 $1,000,000 Ithaca Tompkins

D. City of 
Schenectady

City of Schenectady – 
Schenectady 
Downtown Core 
RESTORE NY V

131,725 $1,800,000 Schenectady Schenectady

Total RESTORE 
NY – 4 Projects TOTAL $3,800,000

RESOLVED, that the President and Chief Executive Officer of the Corporation or her designee(s) 
be, and each of them hereby is, authorized in the name and on behalf of the Corporation to 
execute and deliver any and all documents and to take all actions as he or she may in his or her 
sole discretion consider to be necessary or proper to effectuate the foregoing resolutions.
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*  *  *

Acting Chair Younis then called on Momo Bi to present the New York State Innovation 

Venture Capital Fund (“NYSICVF”) item for the Directors’ consideration.

Ms. Bi explained that the Directors were being asked to approve an investment of up to 

$750,000 in Series C financing into Concertio, Inc.

 Ms. Bi further explained that this round of financing will provide up to 18 months of 

labor for the company and that New York Ventures is receiving the same terms as the private 

investors.

Following the full presentation, the Acting Chair called for questions or comments.  

Hearing none and upon motion duly made and seconded, the following resolution was 

unanimously adopted:

NEW YORK STATE URBAN DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION d/b/a EMPIRE STATE 
DEVELOPMENT - New York State Innovation Venture Capital Fund - Authorization of an 
Investment of NYSIVCF Funds in Concertio, Inc. 

RESOLVED, that on the basis of the materials presented to this meeting, a copy of which is 
hereby ordered filed with the records of the Corporation (the “Materials”), relating to the New 
York State Innovation Venture Capital Fund (the “Fund”), the Corporation is authorized to make 
an investment, in an amount not to exceed $750,000 in Concertio (the “Company”) and to 
enter into agreements and related documentation with the Company and the investment 
entities named in the Materials in order to effect such investment; and be it further     

RESOLVED, that the President and Chief Executive Officer of the Corporation or his designee(s) 
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be, subsequent to the making of the investment, and each of them hereby is, authorized to 
take such actions, including modifying the terms of the investment and entering into additional 
agreements with the Company and others, as he or she may deem necessary or appropriate in 
the administration of the Corporation’s investments in the Company; and be it further

RESOLVED, that the provision by the Corporation of financial assistance is expressly contingent 
upon: (1) the approval of the Public Authorities Control Board, if applicable; (2) receipt of all 
other necessary approvals; and (3) the availability of funds and the approval of the State 
Division of the Budget, if applicable; and be it further

RESOLVED, that the President and Chief Executive Officer of the Corporation or his designee(s) 
be, and each of them hereby is, authorized in the name and on behalf of the Corporation to 
execute and deliver any and all documents and to take all actions as he or she may in his or her 
sole discretion consider to be necessary or proper to effectuate the foregoing resolutions.

*  *  *

The Acting Chair then called on Elizabeth Fine to present the Administrative Action 

items on the Agenda for the Directors’ consideration.

First, Ms. Fine reminded the Directors that the Administrative Action items would be 

presented all together.  Ms. Fine then noted that there were four Administrative items this 

month.

 The first project Ms. Fine presented, involved the approval of ESD’s Mission Statement 

and Performance Measures.

Ms. Fine noted that this item is approved annually.

The second project Ms. Fine presented, involved an authorization to enter into an 

Master Page # 36 of 428 - NYS Urban Development Corporation Meeting 7/18/2019
________________________________________________________________________________



DRAFT – SUBJECT TO REVIEW AND REVISION

34

amended contract with EDG Partners to operate a workforce training center in Western New 

York.

The third project Ms. Fine presented, involved an authorization to enter into seven 

contracts with consultants to provide services in connection with trade and foreign investment 

between New York and foreign countries.

The last project Ms. Fine presented, involved an authorization to enter into an 

environmental services contract with the law firm of Sive Paget & Riesel P.C. in connection with 

the disposition and redevelopment of the Bronx Psychiatric Center.

Following the presentation of all four projects, the Acting Chair called for questions or 

comments.  Hearing none, and upon motion duly made and seconded, the following resolutions 

were unanimously adopted:

NEW YORK STATE URBAN DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION D/B/A EMPIRE STATE 
DEVELOPMENT – Mission Statement and Related Performance Measures – Re-
examination of Mission Statement and Related Performance Measures 

______________________________________________________________________________

WHEREAS, New York State Public Authorities Law § 2824-a requires each authority to 
reexamine its mission statement and performance measures annually, therefore

BE IT RESOLVED, that the Directors hereby confirm that they have reexamined the mission 
statement and performance measures as previously adopted and recommend no further 
amendments. 

*  *  *
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NEW YORK STATE URBAN DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION – Western New York 
Workforce Training Center – Authorization to Enter into an Amended Contract with EDG 
Partners, Inc. for the Operation and Administration of the Western New York Workforce 
Training Center; and Authorization to Take Related Actions

BE IT RESOLVED, that upon the basis of the materials presented to this meeting (the 
“Materials”), a copy of which is hereby ordered filed with the records of the Corporation, the 
Corporation hereby finds Economic Development Group (“EDG”) Partners, Inc. to be a 
responsible vendor; and be it further

RESOLVED, that the Corporation is hereby authorized to enter into an amended contract with 
EDG Partners, Inc. in an amount not to exceed Seven Million Four Hundred and Fifty Thousand 
Dollars ($7,450,000.00) for the purposes and services, and substantially on the terms and 
conditions, set forth in the Materials; and be it further

RESOLVED, that the President of the Corporation or his designee be, and each of them hereby 
is, authorized to take such action and execute such documents as may be necessary or 
appropriate to carry out the foregoing resolution. 

*   *   *

NEW YORK STATE URBAN DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION D/B/A EMPIRE STATE 
DEVELOPMENT - Procurement of Consulting Services - Authorization to Contract for 
Consulting Services in Connection with Trade and Foreign Direct Investment between 
New York and Various Foreign Markets

BE IT RESOLVED, that upon the basis of the materials presented to this meeting (the 
“Materials”), a copy of which is hereby ordered filed with the records of the New York State 
Urban Development Corporation, d/b/a Empire State Development (the “Corporation”), the 
Corporation hereby finds ROI Research on Investment, Tractus Asia Ltd, Gerry Shalev Stoch, 
Great Lakes St. Lawrence Governors & Premiers and OCO Global to be responsible; and be it 
further

RESOLVED, that the Corporation is hereby authorized to contract with ROI Research on 
Investment, Tractus Asia Ltd, Gerry Shalev Stoch, Great Lakes St. Lawrence Governors & 
Premiers and OCO Global, for an amount not to exceed Three Million, Seven Hundred Ninety-
One Thousand, Eight Hundred Ninety Dollars ($3,791,890) per combined five-year contract, and 
substantially on the terms and conditions, set forth in the materials; and be it further

RESOLVED, that the President and Chief Executive Officer of the Corporation or his designee(s) 
be, and each of them hereby is, authorized and directed, in the name and on behalf of the 
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Corporation to execute and deliver any and all documents and to take all such actions as may 
be necessary or appropriate to effectuate the foregoing.

*   *   *

Bronx (Bronx County) – Bronx Psychiatric Center - Authorization to Amend the Contract 
with Sive Paget & Riesel, P.C. to Continue to Provide Environmental Legal Services in 
Connection with the Disposition and Redevelopment of a Portion of the Bronx 
Psychiatric Center; and Authorization to Take Related Actions 

RESOLVED, that based upon the materials presented at this meeting and ordered filed with the 
records of the Corporation (the “Materials”), the Corporation hereby finds Sive Paget & Riesel, 
P.C. (“The Firm”) to be responsible; and be it further

RESOLVED, that on the basis of the Materials, the Corporation be, and hereby is, authorized to 
amend its existing contract with The Firm to provide additional environmental legal services in 
connection with the Bronx Psychiatric Center Project; and be it further

RESOLVED, that the contract value of $500,000 be increased by $125,000 for a total contract 
value not exceed $625,000, including reimbursables; and be it further

RESOLVED, that the President and Chief Executive Officer and his designee(s) be, and each of 
them hereby is, authorized and directed, in the name and on behalf of the Corporation to 
execute and deliver any and all documents and to take all such actions as may be necessary or 
appropriate to effectuate the foregoing.

*  *  *

The Acting Chair noted that the remaining items on the Agenda were for information 

only and no presentations or votes are required.

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 10:12 a.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Debbie Royce
Corporate Secretary
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FOR CONSIDERATION
July 18, 2019

TO: The Directors

FROM: Howard A. Zemsky

SUBJECT: Investment Report

REQUEST FOR: Approval of ESD Investment Report and Investment Guidelines and 
Authorization to Take Related Actions

Background

Section 2925 of the Public Authorities Law (the "Law") requires annual approval by the 
New York State Urban Development Corporation d/b/a Empire State Development (“ESD” or 
the “Corporation”) of the Investment Report (the “Report”) and Investment Guidelines (the 
“Guidelines”).

The Report for the Fiscal Year ended March 31, 2019 is attached hereto. It includes (1) 
the Guidelines; (2) Results of the Annual Independent Audit; (3) Investment Performance and 
Income Records; (4) Statement of Fees, Commissions and Related Service Charges; and (5) the 
Investment Portfolio as of March 31, 2019 with market value.

ESD Investment Guidelines

The Guidelines were readopted with the Investment Report in July 2018.  The Law 
requires that in addition to annual approval of the Report, the Guidelines must be annually 
reviewed and approved by the Corporation.  The Guidelines primarily include a list of permitted 
Corporate investments, procedures and provisions for the Corporation’s investments.  The only 
proposed change to the Guidelines is a clarification of Section 5.5 specifying that the purchase 
of money market funds is not subject to competitive bidding.

ESD Investment Income

For the fiscal year 2018-19 total investment earnings of $40.4 million, compared to 
$17.7 million in the prior fiscal year. Investment income was used to fund corporate operating 
expenses, bond debt service, and various economic development projects and programs.
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ESD Investment Portfolio

For the fiscal year 2018-19 the Corporation’s average investments were $1.68 billion, 
compared to $1.56 billion in the prior fiscal year. The investment portfolio had an average 
maturity of 99 days, compared to 86 days in the prior fiscal year, and an average yield of 2.12%, 
compared to 1.12% in the prior fiscal year. As a benchmark, the average yield for U.S. Agency 
Discount Notes with a 3-month maturity was 2.13% for the fiscal year. As of fiscal year-end on 
March 31, 2019, the portfolio yield was 2.43%.

The investment portfolio reflects the need for a high degree of liquidity to meet the 
following obligations:

- Construction Drawdowns;

- Debt Service Payments;

- Bond Indenture Requirements;

- Project Closings and Fund Disbursements; and

- Corporate Operating Expenses.

Investment Funds Summarized by Category:

Par Amount
  in Millions
as of 3/31/19

Corporate Operations & Certain Restricted Funds $ 379.2
Restricted Economic Development Program and Project Funds  542.7
Subsidiary Funding & Other Purposes  171.1
Revenue Bond Proceeds for Specific Projects and Programs  965.3

Total   $ 2,058.3

Requested Action

The Directors are asked to adopt the attached Investment Guidelines and Investment Report, and 
to authorize the taking of related actions.

Attachments

Resolution
Annual Investment Report
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July 18, 2019

NEW YORK STATE URBAN DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION d/b/a EMPIRE STATE 
DEVELOPMENT – (the “Corporation”) Approval of the Investment Guidelines and 
Investment Report and Authorization to Take Related Actions

WHEREAS, the Corporation wishes to comply with Section 2925 of the Public Authorities Law 
("Law") which mandates that public benefit corporations annually prepare and approve an 
Investment Report (“Report”) which includes, among other things, the Corporation's 
Investment Guidelines (“Guidelines”) and

WHEREAS, the Law also requires the annual review and approval of its Guidelines; and

WHEREAS, the Corporation has prepared the Report for the fiscal year ended March 31, 2019; 
and

WHEREAS, the Corporation adopted Guidelines in 1984 which have been amended and were 
most recently approved by the Corporation on July 19, 2018; and

WHEREAS, the Corporation has reviewed the Report and the Guidelines, as amended, and 
found them to be satisfactory;

NOW, THEREFORE, IT IS HEREBY RESOLVED that the Guidelines as amended are hereby 
approved and it is further

RESOLVED, that the Report is hereby approved; and it is further

RESOLVED, that the President and Chief Executive Officer, the Chief Financial Officer, the 
Treasurer or their designees be, and each of them hereby is, authorized and empowered to 
submit said Report, as required by law, and to take such action and execute such agreements 
and instruments as he or she may consider necessary or desirable or appropriate in connection 
with the implementation of the Guidelines, and the Report and to take related actions.

*   *   *
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FOR CONSIDERATION
July 18, 2019

TO: The Directors

FROM: Howard A. Zemsky

SUBJECT: Buffalo (Western New York Region – Erie County) – Nash Lofts ESCEDF 
Capital – Buffalo Regional Innovation Cluster (Capital Grant) 

REQUEST FOR: Findings and Determinations Pursuant to Section 10(g) of the Act; 
Authorization to Adopt the Proposed General Project Plan; 
Authorization to Make a Grant and to Take Related Actions

General Project Plan

I. Project Summary

Grantee: Michigan Broadway, LLC (the “Company”)

ESD* Investment: A grant of up to $610,000 to be used for the cost of construction and 
renovation of the new Nash Lofts mixed-use building located in the 
Michigan Street corridor.

* The New York State Urban Development Corporation doing business as 
Empire State Development “ESD” or the “Corporation”)

Project Locations: 163-173 Broadway and 64 Nash Street, Buffalo, Erie County

Proposed Project: Renovation of nearly 5,000 square feet of commercial space as part of 
the renovation of four vacant buildings into a single 38,000 square foot 
mixed-use building.

Project Type: Smart Growth/Adaptive Reuse  

Regional Council:  The Western New York Regional Economic Development Council has 
been made aware of this item. The project is consistent with the Regional 
Plan as it advances Smart Growth initiatives in the Western New York 
Region.  
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II. Project Cost and Financing Sources

Financing Uses Amount
Acquisition $410,000
Construction/Renovation 4,699,995
Soft Costs 216,000
Contingency 470,000

Total Project Costs $5,795,995

Financing Sources Amount Percent
ESD-Grant $610,000 11%
ESD-Grant (#AB476) * 450,000 8%
Grantee Equity  4,735,995 81%
 
Total Project Financing $5,795,995 100%

* To be presented to the Directors at a later date

III. Project Description

A. Company

Industry: Real Estate Developer

Company History: Michigan Broadway, LLC was formed for the purpose of undertaking the 
project. 

Ownership: Privately-held

ESD Involvement: In January 2017, Governor Andrew M. Cuomo announced a $500 million 
Phase II expansion of the previously launched “Buffalo Billion” Economic 
Development Initiative in Western New York, or “BB2”, to continue 
building on the renewed economic engines and reinvigorated civic spirit 
throughout Buffalo and the entire WNY region.  While the original Buffalo 
Billion program created a dramatic shift in the direction of the region's 
economy, BB2 focuses on ensuring that all Western New Yorkers have an 
improved quality of life and includes programs at the neighborhood level 
in some of the areas that need it most in the region.

One such program in BB2 is the East Side Corridor Economic 
Development Fund, a $50 million initiative to spark revitalization of 
Buffalo's East Side through investments in the four main commercial 
corridors: Michigan, Jefferson, Fillmore, and Bailey avenues.  Funding will 
help to revive traditional main streets and commercial corridors through 
the preservation of historic buildings, investing in capital improvements 
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in neighborhood assets, expansion of commercial opportunities, 
improvements to infrastructure, as well as the promotion of mixed-use 
private investment in these neighborhoods. 

Past ESD Support: This is the grantee’s first project with ESD.  

B. The Project  

Completion: March 2024 

Activity: Michigan Broadway LLC will renovate 163-173 Broadway and 64 Nash 
Street into a single 38,000-square-foot mixed-use complex which will 
include commercial and residential spaces, and on-site parking for 
residents. The renovated buildings will be known as the Nash Lofts. ESD’s 
portion of the project will include the design and construction, as well as 
any required remediation and demolition of 5,000 square feet of 
commercial space on the first floors. 

Results: The project will bring back to life four buildings that have long sat vacant 
within the Michigan Street African American Heritage District.  It will 
result in 18 new apartments and 8,000 square feet of commercial space, 
reactivating storefronts and bringing new retail opportunities for the city 
and its businesses. 

Economic Growth
Investment
Project: No Benefit-Cost Analysis (“BCA”) is required since these projects generate 

long-term benefits not captured in the short-term period used for the 
BCA and may involve no permanent job commitments.

Grantee Contact: Mr. Steven J. Carmina
487 Main Street, Suite 500
Buffalo, NY 14203
Phone: (716) 842-3165 x101
E-mail: scarmina@cwm-ae. com

ESD Project No.: 132,880

Project Team: Origination Amanda Mays
Project Management Kaitlin Chmura
Contractor & Supplier Diversity Geraldine Ford
Finance Christina Choi
Environmental Soo Kang

Master Page # 80 of 428 - NYS Urban Development Corporation Meeting 7/18/2019
________________________________________________________________________________



4

C.  Financial Terms and Conditions

1. Upon execution of the grant disbursement agreement, the Company shall pay a 
commitment fee of 1% of the $610,000 capital grant ($6,100) and reimburse ESD for all 
out-of-pocket expenses incurred in connection with the project.

2. The Grantee will demonstrate no materially adverse changes in its financial condition 
prior to disbursement.  

3. The Grantee will be required to contribute a minimum of 10% of the total project cost in 
the form of equity contributed after ESD’s announcement of the project.  Equity is 
defined as cash injected into the project by the Company or by investors, and should be 
auditable through Company financial statements or Company accounts, if so requested 
by ESD.  Equity cannot be borrowed money secured by the assets in the project or 
grants from a government source.

4. Up to $610,000 will be disbursed as reimbursement for eligible expenses during the 
course of design and/or construction no more frequently than semi-annually, in 
proportion to ESD’s funding share, assuming that all project approvals have been 
completed and funds are available.  Payment will be made upon presentation to ESD of 
an invoice and such other documentation as ESD may reasonably require.  The final 10% 
of the grant will be disbursed upon completion of the facility, as evidenced by a 
certificate of occupancy.

All disbursements require compliance with program requirements and must be 
requested by no later than December 1, 2025.  Expenditures incurred prior to March 12, 
2019 are not eligible project costs and cannot be reimbursed by grant funds.

5. ESD may reallocate the project funds to another form of assistance, at an amount no 
greater than $610,000, for this project if ESD determines that the reallocation of the 
assistance would better serve the needs of the Company and the State of New York.  In 
no event shall the total amount of any assistance to be so reallocated exceed the total 
amount of assistance approved by the Directors.

6. Grant funds will be subject to pro rata recapture if the property at the Project Location 
is sold within five years of disbursement of funds.  The Recapture Amount is based on 
the time that has lapsed between when the Grant funds were disbursed and when the 
transfer occurred. The Recapture Amount shall be calculated by aggregating the 
Recapture Amount for each disbursement of the Grant, which in each instance shall be 
equal to: 

(i) 100% of the disbursed amount if the transfer occurred in the calendar year that 
the disbursement was made, or in the first full calendar year after the 
disbursement was made;

(ii) 80% of the disbursed amount if the transfer occurred in the second full calendar 
year after the disbursement was made;
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(iii) 60% of the disbursed amount if the transfer occurred in the third full calendar year 
after the disbursement was made;

(iv) 40% of the disbursed amount if the transfer occurred in the fourth full calendar 
year after the disbursement was made;

(v) 20% of the disbursed amount if the transfer occurred in the fifth full calendar year 
after the disbursement was made.

7. Grantee shall demonstrate compliance with protocols recommended by Guidepost 
Solutions which include the following:

a. Grantee shall be required to demonstrate to ESD’s satisfaction, that project costs 
to be paid   for by ESD grant funds are incurred in arms-length transactions;

b. Grantee shall be required to procure materials, contractors and services to be 
paid for with    ESD grant funds in accordance with a competitive procurement 
process approved by ESD;

c. Grantee shall be required to submit standard AIA documentation and other 
appropriate documentation supporting construction related costs that are to be 
paid by ESD grant funds;

d. Grantee and/or its subcontractor and vendors shall be required for each 
payment to submit certifications confirming the lack of bribery, collusion and the 
fair price of invoices submitted. 

Grantee shall be required to submit additional documentation to verify project expenses as 
may be required by ESD.

IV. Statutory Basis – Buffalo Regional Innovation Cluster

The funding was authorized in the 2017-2018 New York State budget and reappropriated in the 
2018-2019 and 2019-2020 New York State budgets.  No residential relocation is required as 
there are no families or individuals residing on the site.

V. Environmental Review
  
ESD staff has determined that the project constitutes a Type II action as defined by the New 
York State Environmental Quality Review Act (“SEQRA”) and the implementing regulations of 
the New York State Department of Environmental Conservation.  No further environmental 
review is required in connection with the project.

Due to the buildings’ eligibility for inclusion in the New York State and National Registers of 
Historic Places, ESD has confirmed that the project sponsor consulted with the New York State 
Office of Parks, Recreation and Historic Preservation pursuant to the requirements of Section 
14.09 of the New York State Parks, Recreation and Historic Preservation Law.  No further 
consultation is required.
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VI. Non-Discrimination and Contractor & Supplier Diversity 

ESD’s Non-Discrimination and Contractor & Supplier Diversity policies will apply to this Project.  
The Recipient shall be required to include minorities and women in any job opportunities 
created, to solicit and utilize Minority and Women Business Enterprise (MWBEs) for any 
contractual opportunities generated in connection with the Project and shall be required to use 
Good Faith Efforts (pursuant to 5 NYCRR §142.8) to achieve an overall MWBE Participation Goal 
of 30% related to the total value of ESD’s funding. 

VII. ESD Employment Enforcement Policy

ESD's Employment Enforcement Policy will not apply since the project will not directly create or 
retain jobs.

VIII. ESD Financial Assistance Subject to Availability of Funds and Additional Approval

The provision of ESD financial assistance is contingent upon the availability of funds and the 
approval of the State Division of the Budget. 

IX. Additional Submissions to Directors

Resolution
New York State Map
Project Finance Memorandum

Master Page # 83 of 428 - NYS Urban Development Corporation Meeting 7/18/2019
________________________________________________________________________________



7

July 18, 2019

Buffalo (Western New York Region – Erie County) – Nash Lofts ESCEDF Capital – Buffalo 
Regional Innovation Cluster (Capital Grant) – Findings and Determinations Pursuant to 
Section 10(g) of the Act; Authorization to Adopt the Proposed General Project Plan; 
Authorization to Make a Grant and to Take Related Actions

RESOLVED, that on the basis of the materials presented to this meeting, a copy of which is 
hereby ordered filed with the records of the Corporation, relating to the Nash Lofts ESCEDF 
Capital – Buffalo Regional Innovation Cluster (Capital Grant) Project (the “Project”), the 
Corporation hereby determines pursuant to Section 10(g) of the New York State Urban 
Development Corporation Act of 1968, as amended (the “Act”), that there are no families or 
individuals to be displaced from the project area; and be it further

RESOLVED, that the Corporation does hereby adopt, subject to the requirements of Section 
16(2) of the Act, the proposed General Project Plan (the “Plan”) for the Project submitted to 
this meeting, together with such changes therein as the President and Chief Executive Officer of 
the Corporation or his designee(s) may deem appropriate, a copy of which Plan, together with 
such changes, is hereby ordered filed with the records of the Corporation; and be it further

RESOLVED, that upon written finding of the President and Chief Executive Officer of the 
Corporation or his designee(s) that no substantive negative testimony or comment has been 
received at the public hearing held on the Plan, such Plan shall be effective at the conclusion of 
such hearing, and that upon such written finding being made, President and Chief Executive 
Officer of the Corporation or his designee(s) be, and each of them hereby is, authorized to 
make to Michigan Broadway, LLC a grant for a total amount not to exceed Six Hundred Ten 
Thousand Dollars ($610,000) from the Buffalo Regional Innovation Cluster, for the purposes, 
and substantially on the terms and conditions, set forth in the materials presented to this 
meeting, with such changes as the President and Chief Executive Officer of the Corporation or 
his designee(s) may deem  appropriate, subject to the availability of funds and the approval of 
the State Division of the Budget; and be it further

RESOLVED, that the President and Chief Executive Officer or his designee(s) be, subsequent to 
the making of the grant, and each of them hereby is, authorized to take such actions and make 
such modifications to the terms of the grant as he or she may deem necessary or appropriate in 
the administration of the grant; and be it further

RESOLVED, that the provision of ESD financial assistance is expressly contingent upon: (1) the 
approval of the Public Authorities Control Board, if applicable, and (2) receipt of all other 
necessary approvals; and be it further

RESOLVED, that the President and Chief Executive Officer or his designee(s) be, and each of 
them hereby is, authorized in the name and on behalf of the Corporation to execute and deliver 
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any and all documents and to take all actions as he or she may in his or her sole discretion 
consider to be necessary or proper to effectuate the foregoing resolutions.

*  *  *
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FOR CONSIDERATION
July 18, 2019

TO: The Directors

FROM: Howard A. Zemsky

SUBJECT: Buffalo (Western New York Region – Erie County) – 1021 Broadway 
ESCEDF Capital – Buffalo Regional Innovation Cluster (Capital Grant) 

REQUEST FOR: Findings and Determinations Pursuant to Section 10(g) of the Act; 
Authorization to Adopt the Proposed General Project Plan; 
Authorization to Make a Grant and to Take Related Actions 

General Project Plan

I. Project Summary

Grantee: Mosaic 659 Foundation (“Mosaic” or the “Foundation”)

ESD* Investment: A grant of up to $525,000 to be used for the cost of construction and 
renovation 

* The New York State Urban Development Corporation doing business as 
Empire State Development “ESD” or the “Corporation”)

Project Location: 1021 Broadway, Buffalo, Erie County

Proposed Project: Renovation of 3,250 square feet of commercial space that will spur 
retail and entrepreneurship opportunities for the community  

Project Type: Smart Growth/Adaptive Reuse  

Regional Council:  The Western New York Regional Economic Development Council has 
been made aware of this item. The project is consistent with the Regional 
Plan as it advances Smart Growth initiatives in the Western New York 
Region. 
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II. Project Cost and Financing Sources

Financing Uses Amount
Construction/Renovation $525,000

Total Project Costs $525,000

Financing Sources Amount Percent
ESD-Grant $525,000 100%

Total Project Financing $525,000 100%

III. Project Description

A. Company

Industry: Not-for-profit

Company History: Mosaic 659 Foundation, a Herskind Family foundation, was created in 
December 2014, and received it's 501(c)(3) designation in March 2015. 
 The Foundation exists to provide resources to charitable organizations 
working to address complex problems in resource-challenged areas.    

Ownership: Mosaic is a not-for-profit organization.

Size: Mosaic is a small family foundation governed by five trustees and two 
managers. 

ESD Involvement: In January 2017, Governor Andrew M. Cuomo announced a $500 million 
Phase II expansion of the previously launched “Buffalo Billion” Economic 
Development Initiative in Western New York (“WNY”), or “BB2”, to 
continue building on the renewed economic engines and reinvigorated 
civic spirit throughout Buffalo and the entire WNY region.  While the 
original Buffalo Billion program created a dramatic shift in the direction 
of the region's economy, BB2 focuses on ensuring that all Western New 
Yorkers have an improved quality of life and includes programs at the 
neighborhood level in some of the areas that need it most in the region.

One such program in BB2 is the East Side Corridor Economic 
Development Fund, a $50 million initiative to spark revitalization of 
Buffalo's East Side through investments in the four main commercial 
corridors: Michigan, Jefferson, Fillmore, and Bailey avenues.  Funding will 
help to revive traditional main streets and commercial corridors through 
the preservation of historic buildings, investing in capital improvements 
in neighborhood assets, expansion of commercial opportunities, 
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improvements to infrastructure, as well as the promotion of mixed-use 
private investment in these neighborhoods. 

Competition: N/A

Past ESD Support: This is the grantee’s first project with ESD.  

B. The Project  

Completion: March 2024 

Activity: Mosaic will renovate 3,250 square feet of commercial space as well as 
construction of supporting infrastructure including restrooms, storage 
space, and elevator upgrades. 

Results: This project is part of a larger adaptive reuse of a historic building that 
will house primary care health services through Jericho Road Community 
Health Center, as well as provide additional retail/commercial spaces, 
community conference and meeting spaces, a community fitness center, 
and human service programs.  This project brings much-needed services 
to a community whose population includes immigrants, refugees, and 
people who are under-educated and under- or unemployed.    

Economic Growth
Investment
Project: No Benefit-Cost Analysis (“BCA”) is required since these projects generate 

long-term benefits not captured in the short-term period used for the 
BCA and may involve no permanent job commitments.

Grantee Contact: Mr. Mark Herskind 
Mosaic 659 Foundation
659 West Ferry 
Buffalo, NY 14222
Phone: (716) 913-2984
E-mail: markh@baillie. com

ESD Project No.: 132,881

Project Team: Origination Amanda Mays
Project Management Kaitlin Chmura
Contractor & Supplier Diversity Geraldine Ford
Finance Kathleen Uckert
Environmental Soo Kang

C.  Financial Terms and Conditions
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1. Upon execution of the grant disbursement agreement, the Grantee shall pay a 
commitment fee of 1% of the $525,000 capital grant ($5,250) and reimburse ESD for 
all out-of-pocket expenses incurred in connection with the project.

2. The Grantee will demonstrate no materially adverse changes in its financial condition 
prior to disbursement.  

3. Funds will be disbursed in arrears for eligible expenses during the course of 
construction in three installments:

a) an Initial Disbursement of 25% of the grant ($131,250) will be disbursed in arrears 
for construction upon documentation of $131,250, in eligible expenses incurred for 
construction of the project as described in Sections II and III above. Payment will be 
made upon presentation to ESD of invoices and such other documentation as ESD 
may reasonably require;

 b) a Second Disbursement of 25% of the grant ($131,250) will be disbursed in arrears 
for construction upon documentation of 50% of eligible expenses incurred 
($262,500 cumulative) for construction of the project as described in Sections II and 
III above. Payment will be made upon presentation to ESD of invoices and such 
other documentation as ESD may reasonably require;

 and 

c) a Third Disbursement of 50% of the grant ($262,500) will be disbursed in arrears for 
construction upon documentation of 100% of eligible expenses incurred ($525,000 
cumulative) for construction of the project as described in Sections II and III above , 
payment will be made upon presentation to ESD of invoices and such other 
documentation as ESD may reasonably require , and completion of the retail space 
buildout, as evidenced by a certificate of occupancy(ies).

Disbursements may be requested simultaneously.  All disbursements require compliance 
with program requirements and must be requested by no later than December 1, 2025.  
Expenditures incurred prior to November 1, 2018 are not eligible project costs and 
cannot be reimbursed by grant funds.

4. ESD may reallocate the project funds to another form of assistance, at an amount no 
greater than $525,000, for this project if ESD determines that the reallocation of the 
assistance would better serve the needs of the Company and the State of New York.  In 
no event shall the total amount of any assistance to be so reallocated exceed the total 
amount of assistance approved by the Directors.

5. Grant funds will be subject to pro rata recapture if the property at the Project Location 
is sold within five years of disbursement of funds.  The Recapture Amount is based on 
the time that has lapsed between when the Grant funds were disbursed and when the 
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transfer occurred. The Recapture Amount shall be calculated by aggregating the 
Recapture Amount for each disbursement of the Grant, which in each instance shall be 
equal to: 

(i) 100% of the disbursed amount if the transfer occurred in the calendar year that 
the disbursement was made, or in the first full calendar year after the 
disbursement was made;

(ii) 80% of the disbursed amount if the transfer occurred in the second full calendar 
year after the disbursement was made;

(iii) 60% of the disbursed amount if the transfer occurred in the third full calendar 
year after the disbursement was made;

(iv) 40% of the disbursed amount if the transfer occurred in the fourth full calendar 
year after the disbursement was made;

(v) 20% of the disbursed amount if the transfer occurred in the fifth full calendar 
year after the disbursement was made.

6. Grantee shall demonstrate compliance with protocols recommended by Guidepost 
Solutions which include the following:

a. Grantee shall be required to demonstrate to ESD’s satisfaction, that project costs 
to be paid   for by ESD grant funds are incurred in arms-length transactions;

b. Grantee shall be required to procure materials, contractors and services to be 
paid for with    ESD grant funds in accordance with a competitive procurement 
process approved by ESD;

c. Grantee shall be required to submit standard AIA documentation and other 
appropriate documentation supporting construction related costs that are to be 
paid by ESD grant funds;

d. Grantee and/or its subcontractor and vendors shall be required for each 
payment to submit certifications confirming the lack of bribery, collusion and the 
fair price of invoices submitted. 

Grantee shall be required to submit additional documentation to verify project 
expenses as may be required by ESD.

IV. Statutory Basis – Buffalo Regional Innovation Cluster

The funding was authorized in the 2017-2018 New York State budget and reappropriated in the 
2018-2019 and 2019-2020 New York State budgets.  No residential relocation is required as 
there are no families or individuals residing on the site.

V. Environmental Review  

ESD staff has determined that the project constitutes a Type II action as defined by the New 
York State Environmental Quality Review Act (“SEQRA”) and the implementing regulations of 
the New York State Department of Environmental Conservation.  No further environmental 
review is required in connection with the project.
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VI. Non-Discrimination and Contractor & Supplier Diversity 

ESD’s Non-Discrimination and Contractor & Supplier Diversity policies will apply to this Project.  
The Recipient shall be required to include minorities and women in any job opportunities 
created, to solicit and utilize Minority and Women Business Enterprise (MWBEs) for any 
contractual opportunities generated in connection with the Project and shall be required to use 
Good Faith Efforts (pursuant to 5 NYCRR §142.8) to achieve an overall MWBE Participation Goal 
of 30% related to the total value of ESD’s funding. 

VII. ESD Employment Enforcement Policy

ESD's Employment Enforcement Policy will not apply since the project will not directly create or 
retain jobs.

VIII. ESD Financial Assistance Subject to Availability of Funds and Additional Approval

The provision of ESD financial assistance is contingent upon the availability of funds and the 
approval of the State Division of the Budget. 

IX. Additional Submissions to Directors

Resolution
New York State Map
Project Finance Memorandum
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July 18, 2019

Buffalo (Western New York Region – Erie County) – 1021 Broadway ESCEDF Capital –
Buffalo Regional Innovation Cluster (Capital Grant) – Findings and Determinations 
Pursuant to Section 10(g) of the Act; Authorization to Adopt the Proposed General 
Project Plan; Authorization to Make a Grant and to Take Related Actions

RESOLVED, that on the basis of the materials presented to this meeting, a copy of which is 
hereby ordered filed with the records of the Corporation, relating to the 1021 Broadway 
ESCEDF Capital – Buffalo Regional Innovation Cluster (Capital Grant) Project (the “Project”), the 
Corporation hereby determines pursuant to Section 10(g) of the New York State Urban 
Development Corporation Act of 1968, as amended (the “Act”), that there are no families or 
individuals to be displaced from the project area; and be it further

RESOLVED, that the Corporation does hereby adopt, subject to the requirements of Section 
16(2) of the Act, the proposed General Project Plan (the “Plan”) for the Project submitted to 
this meeting, together with such changes therein as the President and Chief Executive Officer of 
the Corporation or his designee(s) may deem appropriate, a copy of which Plan, together with 
such changes, is hereby ordered filed with the records of the Corporation; and be it further

RESOLVED, that upon written finding of the President and Chief Executive Officer of the 
Corporation or his designee(s) that no substantive negative testimony or comment has been 
received at the public hearing held on the Plan, such Plan shall be effective at the conclusion of 
such hearing, and that upon such written finding being made, President and Chief Executive 
Officer of the Corporation or his designee(s) be, and each of them hereby is, authorized to 
make to Mosaic 659 Foundation a grant for a total amount not to Five Hundred Twenty Five 
Thousand Dollars ($525,000) from the Buffalo Regional Innovation Cluster, for the purposes, 
and substantially on the terms and conditions, set forth in the materials presented to this 
meeting, with such changes as the President and Chief Executive Officer of the Corporation or 
his designee(s) may deem  appropriate, subject to the availability of funds and the approval of 
the State Division of the Budget; and be it further

RESOLVED, that the President and Chief Executive Officer or his designee(s) be, subsequent to 
the making of the grant, and each of them hereby is, authorized to take such actions and make 
such modifications to the terms of the grant as he or she may deem necessary or appropriate in 
the administration of the grant; and be it further

RESOLVED, that the provision of ESD financial assistance is expressly contingent upon: (1) the 
approval of the Public Authorities Control Board, if applicable, and (2) receipt of all other 
necessary approvals; and be it further

RESOLVED, that the President and Chief Executive Officer or his designee(s) be, and each of 
them hereby is, authorized in the name and on behalf of the Corporation to execute and deliver 
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any and all documents and to take all actions as he or she may in his or her sole discretion 
consider to be necessary or proper to effectuate the foregoing resolutions.

*  *  *
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«Project_Name»
«Project_Town»
«Project_County» County

1021 Broadway ESCEDF Capital
Buffalo
Erie County
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FOR CONSIDERATION 
July 18, 2019

TO: The Directors

FROM: Howard A. Zemsky

SUBJECT: Regional Council Award – Priority Project – Gainesville (Finger Lakes 
Region – Wyoming County) – Marquart Dairy Capital – Regional Council 
Capital Fund (Capital Grant)

REQUEST FOR: Findings and Determinations Pursuant to Section 10(g) of the Act; 
Authorization to Adopt the Proposed General Project Plan; 
Authorization to Make a Grant and to Take Related Actions; 
Determination of No Significant Effect on the Environment

General Project Plan

I. Project Summary

Grantee: Marquart Dairy, LLC (“Marquart” or the “Company”)

ESD* Investment: A grant of up to $1,500,000 to be used for a portion of the cost of 
construction of a new rail site 

* The New York State Urban Development Corporation doing business as 
Empire State Development (“ESD” or the “Corporation”)

Project Location: 4565 Route 19A, Silver Springs, Wyoming County

Proposed Project: Marquart will construct a trans-load & multi-modal rail site to increase 
the availability, affordability, and diversity of material transportation to 
the area.

Project Type: Infrastructure Investment

Regional Council:  The project is consistent with the Finger Lakes Regional Economic 
Development Council’s Plan to support Agriculture & Food Production by 
facilitating connections amongst robust food ecosystem sectors to attract 
new agriculture, food production companies, and entrepreneurs and to 
help existing food operations expand. 
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II. Project Cost and Financing Sources

Financing Uses Amount
Land Acquisition $1,500,000
Construction/Renovation 2,250,000
Infrastructure/Site Work 3,000,000
Machinery & Equipment Acquisition 1,750,000
Soft costs    100,000

Total Project Costs $8,600,000

Financing Sources Amount Percent
ESD-Grant $1,500,000 17%
Company Equity 7,100,000    83%
 
Total Project Financing $8,600,000 100%

III. Project Description

A. Company

Industry: Agriculture

Company History: Marquart Dairy, LLC is a division of Marquart Bros., LLC, which is a family 
owned farming business established in 1943. In 1970, Marquart Bros. 
decided to diversify its operations by starting to grow potatoes. Then in 
1998, Marquart Dairy was established with 12 dairy cows and 80 acres of 
land. The Company continued to evolve, and it currently owns 10,000 
acres of farmland, grows approximately 46 million pounds of potatoes 
per year, and utilizes a zero-waste, state-of-the-art potato processing 
plant. In addition to dairy and potatoes, Marquart grows crops such as 
corn and hay, and manufactures products including sawdust and lime. 

In 2016 Marquart entered the potato chip category, building upon years 
of growing potatoes for major snack manufacturers. The Company’s 
potato chip brand, New York Chips, is the only chip sourced entirely from 
New York potatoes, and is currently selling in grocery chains including 
Wegmans, Tops, and Aldi, as well as numerous independent grocery 
stores.  

Ownership: Marquart is a privately-owned limited liability corporation.

Size: The Company has one location in Gainesville, and currently employs 
twelve full-time employees. 
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Market: The Company is currently utilizing the rail line to serve over 20 local feed 
mills and several agricultural service businesses. Wyoming County has not 
previously had access to main line service, and Marquart is expanding 
their customer base with this new level of accessibility.

ESD Involvement: Wyoming County imports and exports millions of tons of agricultural 
commodities each year, including milk, corn, soy, animal feed, and 
fertilizer. Agriculture is a vital industry sector in Western New York, and 
the new rail line provides an opportunity to lower the cost of incoming 
and outgoing agricultural products for the entire region. Truckloads of 
product were routinely being hauled for 500 miles, and trucks would 
normally circle back for additional loads. Since one rail-car holds the 
equivalent of four truckloads of product, a 100-car train can result in 
truck mileage savings of approximately 400,000 miles, or 80,000 gallons 
of fuel.   

Marquart partnered with the Wyoming County Industrial Development 
Agency to identify funding opportunities for the proposed rail line. In July 
2016, the Company applied under Round 6 of the Finger Lakes Regional 
Economic Development Council’s Consolidated Funding Application 
(“CFA”) to close a funding gap to construct the rail line. Marquart was 
awarded $1,500,000 through the CFA, and the Incentive Proposal was 
offered in December 2018. 

Competition: N/A

Past ESD Support: This is the Company’s first project with ESD.  

B. The Project  

Completion: December 2019

Activity: Marquart worked with Norfolk Southern Railway to install approximately 
8,000 feet of linear track, 1 mainline switch, and 5 industry switches for 
rail car maneuvering. Several loading/unloading tracks have been 
constructed directly off the main line, which eliminates the need for 
additional transfers and switching fees. In addition, a 25-foot wide access 
road has been constructed to connect the loading/unloading location to 
NY Route 19A. Marquart owns both the rail site and the rail spur and is 
responsible for all project and site management.  

The new rail line is currently operational, and remaining project plans 
include installing additional tracks and finalizing the site work, including 
excavation, grading, stonework, ditching, and blacktop installation.   
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Results: The anticipated impact of the rail line includes short-term benefits such 
as reduced ingredient costs for agricultural producers, and long-term 
community benefits such as reducing the number of trucks necessary to 
transport the required product into the community, expanding the 
diversity of available products into the region, and lowering the cost of 
locally produced agricultural ingredients. The project will also provide an 
opportunity for agricultural producers to increase their exposure and 
seek out new import and export opportunities.

Infrastructure
Investment
Project: No Benefit-Cost Analysis (“BCA”) is required since these projects generate 

long-term benefits not captured in the short-term period used for the 
BCA.

Grantee Contact: Thomas A. Marquart, Member
5159 Route 19
Gainesville, New York 14066
Phone: (585) 493-2522
E-mail: bcarpenter@tjmarquart. com

ESD Project No.: AC093

Project Team: Origination Greg Parker
Project Management Lisa Smith
Contractor & Supplier Diversity Geraldine Ford
Finance Jonevan Hornsby
Design & Construction Marty Piecuch
Environmental Soo Kang

C.  Financial Terms and Conditions

1. Upon execution of the grant disbursement agreement, the Company shall pay a 
commitment fee of 1% of the $1,500,000 capital grant ($15,000) and reimburse ESD for 
all out-of-pocket expenses incurred in connection with the project.

2. The Company will demonstrate no materially adverse changes in its financial condition 
prior to disbursement.  

3. The Company will be required to contribute a minimum of 10% of the total project cost 
in the form of equity contributed after the Company’s acceptance of ESD’s offer. Equity 
is defined as cash injected into the project by the Company or by investors, and should 
be auditable through Company financial statements or Company accounts, if so 
requested by ESD.  Equity cannot be borrowed money secured by the assets in the 
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project or grants from a government source.

4. Up to $1,500,000 will be disbursed to the Grantee in three installments as follows:
a)  an Initial Disbursement of an amount equal to 33% of the grant ($500,000) upon 

documentation of total project costs totaling $2,500,000 including $2,000,000 in 
construction costs, assuming that all project approvals have been completed and 
funds are available; 

b) a Second Disbursement of an amount equal to 33% of the grant ($500,000) will be 
disbursed upon documentation of cumulative expenditures totaling $5,000,000 
including $2,000,000 in machinery & equipment costs, provided Grantee is 
otherwise in compliance with program requirements;

c) a Third Disbursement of an amount equal to 33% of the grant ($500,000) will be 
disbursed upon documentation of cumulative expenditures totaling $7,500,000, 
provided Grantee is otherwise in compliance with program requirements.

Payment will be made upon presentation to ESD of an invoice and such other 
documentation as ESD may reasonably require.  Expenses must be incurred on or after 
December 8, 2016, to be considered eligible project costs. All disbursements must be 
requested by April 1, 2020.

5. ESD may reallocate the project funds to another form of assistance, at an amount no 
greater than $1,500,000, for this project if ESD determines that the reallocation of the 
assistance would better serve the needs of the Company and the State of New York.  In 
no event shall the total amount of any assistance to be so reallocated exceed the total 
amount of assistance approved by the Directors.

6. Grant funds will be subject to pro rata recapture if the rail site and the rail spur at the 
Project Location are sold within five years of disbursement of funds.  The Recapture 
Amount is based on the time that has lapsed between when the Grant funds were 
disbursed and when the transfer occurred. The Recapture Amount shall be calculated by 
aggregating the Recapture Amount for each disbursement of the Grant, which in each 
instance shall be equal to: 

(i) 100% of the disbursed amount if the transfer occurred in the calendar year that the 
disbursement was made, or in the first full calendar year after the disbursement was 
made;

(ii) 80% of the disbursed amount if the transfer occurred in the second full calendar 
year after the disbursement was made;

(iii) 60% of the disbursed amount if the transfer occurred in the third full calendar year 
after the disbursement was made;

(iv) 40% of the disbursed amount if the transfer occurred in the fourth full calendar year 
after the disbursement was made;

(v) 20% of the disbursed amount if the transfer occurred in the fifth full calendar year 
after the disbursement was made.
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IV. Statutory Basis – Regional Council Capital Fund 

The funding was authorized in the 2016-2017 New York State budget and reappropriated in the 
2017-2018, 2018-2019 and 2019-2020 New York State budgets.  No residential relocation is 
required as there are no families or individuals residing on the site.

V. Design and Construction 

Submission of Payment Requisitions to ESD will be made according to the design and 
construction disbursement terms outlined in the Grant Disbursement Agreement. ESD reserves 
the right to inspect the project site to insure compliance of these terms and monitor project 
progress.

VI. Environmental Review

The Town of Gainesville Planning Board, as lead agency, has completed an environmental 
review of the project pursuant to the requirements of the State Environmental Quality Review 
Act (“SEQRA”) and the implementing regulations of the New York State Department of 
Environmental Conservation.  This review found the project to be a Type I Action, which would 
not have a significant effect on the environment.  The lead agency issued a Negative 
Declaration on July 5, 2017.  ESD staff reviewed the Negative Declaration and supporting 
materials and concurs.  It is recommended that the Directors make a Determination of No 
Significant Effect on the Environment.

VII. Non-Discrimination and Contractor & Supplier Diversity 

ESD’s Non-Discrimination and Contractor & Supplier Diversity policies will apply to this Project.  
The Recipient shall be required to include minorities and women in any job opportunities 
created, to solicit and utilize Minority and Women Business Enterprise (MWBEs) for any 
contractual opportunities generated in connection with the Project and shall be required to use 
Good Faith Efforts (pursuant to 5 NYCRR §142.8) to achieve an overall MWBE Participation Goal 
of 30% related to the total value of ESD’s funding. 

VIII. ESD Financial Assistance Subject to Availability of Funds and Additional Approval

The provision of ESD financial assistance is contingent upon the availability of funds and the 
approval of the State Division of the Budget. 

IX. Additional Submissions to Directors

Resolutions
New York State Map
Project Finance Memorandum
Project Photographs 
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July 18, 2019

Regional Council Award – Priority Project – Gainesville (Finger Lakes Region – Wyoming 
County) – Marquart Dairy Capital – Regional Council Capital Fund (Capital Grant) – 
Findings and Determinations Pursuant to Section 10(g) of the Act; Authorization to 
Adopt the Proposed General Project Plan; Authorization to Make a Grant and to Take 
Related Actions

RESOLVED, that on the basis of the materials presented to this meeting, a copy of which is 
hereby ordered filed with the records of the Corporation, relating to the Marquart Dairy Capital 
- Regional Council Capital Fund (Capital Grant) Project (the “Project”), the Corporation hereby 
determines pursuant to Section 10(g) of the New York State Urban Development Corporation 
Act of 1968, as amended (the “Act”), that there are no families or individuals to be displaced 
from the project area; and be it further

RESOLVED, that the Corporation does hereby adopt, subject to the requirements of Section 
16(2) of the Act, the proposed General Project Plan (the “Plan”) for the Project submitted to 
this meeting, together with such changes therein as the President and Chief Executive Officer of 
the Corporation or his designee(s) may deem appropriate, a copy of which Plan, together with 
such changes, is hereby ordered filed with the records of the Corporation; and be it further

RESOLVED, that upon written finding of the President and Chief Executive Officer of the 
Corporation  or his designee(s) that no substantive negative testimony or comment has been 
received at the public hearing held on the Plan, such Plan shall be effective at the conclusion of 
such hearing, and that upon such written finding being made, the President and Chief Executive 
Officer of the Corporation or his designee(s) be, and each of them hereby is, authorized to 
make to Marquart Dairy, LLC a grant for a total amount not to exceed One Million Five Hundred 
Thousand Dollars ($1,500,000) from the Regional Council Capital Fund, for the purposes, and 
substantially on the terms and conditions, set forth in the materials presented to this meeting, 
with such changes as the President and Chief Executive Officer of the Corporation or his 
designee(s) may deem appropriate, subject to the availability of funds and the approval of the 
State Division of the Budget; and be it further

RESOLVED, that the President and Chief Executive Officer of the Corporation or his designee(s) 
be, subsequent to the making of the grant, and each of them hereby is, authorized to take such 
actions and make such modifications to the terms of the grant as he or she may deem 
necessary or appropriate in the administration of the grant; and be it further

RESOLVED, that the provision of ESD financial assistance is expressly contingent upon: (1) the 
approval of the Public Authorities Control Board, if applicable, and (2) receipt of all other 
necessary approvals; and be it further

RESOLVED, that the President and Chief Executive Officer or his designee(s) be, and each of 
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them hereby is, authorized in the name and on behalf of the Corporation to execute and deliver 
any and all documents and to take all actions as he or she may in his or her sole discretion 
consider to be necessary or proper to effectuate the foregoing resolutions.

*  *  *

Master Page # 103 of 428 - NYS Urban Development Corporation Meeting 7/18/2019
________________________________________________________________________________



July 18, 2019

Regional Council Award – Priority Project – Gainesville (Finger Lakes Region – Wyoming 
County) – Marquart Dairy Capital – Regional Council Capital Fund (Capital Grant) – 
Determination of No Significant Effect on the Environment

RESOLVED, that based on the material submitted to the Directors with respect to the Marquart 
Dairy Capital Project, the Corporation hereby determines that the proposed action will not 
have a significant effect on the environment. 

*  *  *
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«Project_Name»
«Project_Town»
«Project_County» County

Marquart Dairy Capital
Gainesville
Wyoming County
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Marquart Dairy Capital

Before Construction

During Construction
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Post Phase 1 

Post Phase 1
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FOR CONSIDERATION 
July 18, 2019

TO: The Directors

FROM: Howard A. Zemsky

SUBJECT: Regional Council Award – Nyack (Mid-Hudson Region – Rockland 
County) – Montefiore Nyack Hospital Capital – Regional Council Capital 
Fund (Capital Grant) 

REQUEST FOR: Findings and Determinations Pursuant to Section 10(g) of the Act; 
Authorization to Adopt the Proposed General Project Plan; 
Authorization to Make a Grant and to Take Related Actions 

General Project Plan

I. Project Summary

 Grantee: Montefiore Nyack Hospital (the “Hospital”)

ESD* Investment: A grant of up to $340,000 to be used for a portion of the cost of 
construction and renovations 

* The New York State Urban Development Corporation doing business as 
Empire State Development (“ESD” or the “Corporation”)

Project Location: 160 North Midland Avenue, Nyack, Rockland County

Proposed Project: Renovation and retrofit of 8,730 square feet of existing space in the 
fourth floor 4-Maze Nursing Unit to create a 16-patient Transitional 
Care Unit (“TCU” or the “Unit”). 

Project Type: Hospital expansion 

Regional Council:  The project is consistent with the Mid-Hudson Regional Economic 
Development Council Plan to invest in regional infrastructure. 
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II. Project Cost and Financing Sources

Financing Uses Amount
Construction and Renovation $1,589,418
Machinery & Equipment  175,022

Total Project Costs $1,764,440

Financing Sources Amount Percent
ESD-Grant $340,000 19%
Grantee Equity 1,424,440 81%
 
Total Project Financing $1,764,440 100%

III. Project Description

A. Organization

Industry: Hospital

Organization 
History: Founded in 1895, Montefiore Nyack Hospital is a 375-bed acute care 

medical and surgical hospital, located in Rockland County, NY. The 
Hospital is a member of the Montefiore Health System with specialty 
treatment programs that include: Addiction Services, Bariatric, Behavioral 
Health, Breast and Women's Health, Cancer Center, Clinical Genetics, 
Diabetes, Home Care, Imaging, Infusion Center, Joint Replacement, 
Maternity, Multiple Sclerosis, Pain Management, Pediatrics, 
Rehabilitation, Respiratory, Sleep Medicine, Stroke, Trauma and Wound 
Care. The Hospital is the largest employer in Rockland County, 
contributes over $40 million to the local economy each year, and 
provided more than $24 million in charity care in 2018. The only regional 
Level III Trauma Center is located at Montefiore Nyack which sees nearly 
60,000 visits a year. In addition to the newly opened TCU, the Hospital is 
currently doubling the size of the Emergency Department and creating a 
Medical Village as well as commencing work on a new Cardiac Rehab 
Center.  

Ownership: The Hospital is a not-for-profit organization.

Size: All facilities are located in Nyack, NY.

Market: Montefiore Nyack Hospital serves Rockland County and the lower Hudson 
Valley region.
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ESD Involvement: The Hospital received a Certificate of Need from the New York State 
Department of Health (“NYSDOH”) in April 2016. Because there were 
multiple construction projects underway, the Hospital was unable to go 
forward with the project at that time due to concerns on the impact of 
hospital operations. Through the urging of the NYSDOH to act on the 
creation of the TCU, a much-needed resource, a new timeline was 
established, and a Finance Leasing Program negotiated. 

In July 2017, Montefiore Nyack Hospital applied for a grant through the 
Round 7 Consolidated Funding Application (“CFA”). A $340,000 Regional 
Council Capital Fund grant was awarded to the Hospital in December 
2017 for a portion of construction and renovation costs, which the 
Hospital accepted later that month. The ESD grant secured through the 
CFA was critical to ensure that the project move forward.

Competition: N/A

Past ESD Support: This is the Hospital’s first project with ESD.  

B. The Project  

Completion: December 2018 

Activity: The Hospital renovated and retrofitted 8,370 square feet of existing 
space on the fourth floor, creating the TCU. In addition to re-configuring 
the space to accommodate 16 individuals in a private setting, an exercise 
room for rehabilitation was created along with a kitchen/dining area 
featuring a full-size refrigerator, microwave, coffee maker, sink and 
cabinets so patients can store and prepare their own foods in addition to 
Hospital meal service. The space also allows for patients to enjoy 
communal meals in the dining area rather than eating alone in their 
rooms.  

 
The exercise room offers training steps, parallel bars, weights, an ellipses 
machine, and raised floor mat for flexibility exercises. A central nurses’ 
station was created, as well as an activity room for board games and 
other social activities.

Results: The TCU addresses the gap that existed for patients who still require 
nursing supervision as part of their recuperation and rehabilitation, but 
do not need to occupy high-cost hospital beds. The Unit is designed to 
meet the special needs of patients transitioning from an acute hospital 
stay to a safe return home or to a skilled nursing facility. The Unit 
provides round-the-clock expert care in a comfortable environment for 
patients who no longer need to stay in the Hospital but need extra time 
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to recover before being discharged. Length of stay would be not less than 
five days and not more than 21 days.  The project is also part of an 
initiative that will enhance and stimulate the mature industry of health 
care as it exists in Rockland today, making the services available at the 
Hospital much more robust and encouraging people to remain in 
Rockland County as they age. 

Economic Growth 
Investment
Project: No Benefit-Cost Analysis (“BCA”) is required since these projects generate 

long-term benefits not captured in the short-term period used for the 
BCA and may involve no permanent job commitments.

Grantee Contact: Dr. Mark Geller, President & CEO
160 North Midland Avenue
Nyack, NY 10960
Phone: (845) 348-2110
E-mail: gellerm@nyackhospital. org

ESD Project No.: AC711

Project Team: Origination Eric Warren
Project Management Alison Baxter
Contractor & Supplier Diversity Denise Ross
Finance Jonevan Hornsby
Environmental Soo Kang

C.  Financial Terms and Conditions

1. Upon execution of the grant disbursement agreement, the Grantee shall pay a 
commitment fee of 1% of the $340,000 capital grant ($3,400) and reimburse ESD for all 
out-of-pocket expenses incurred in connection with the project.

2. The Grantee will demonstrate no materially adverse changes in its financial condition 
prior to disbursement. 

3. The Grantee will be required to contribute a minimum of 10% of the total project cost 
in the form of equity contributed after the Grantee’s acceptance of ESD’s offer. Equity 
is defined as cash injected into the project by the Grantee or by investors, and should 
be auditable through Grantee financial statements or Grantee accounts, if so 
requested by ESD.  Equity cannot be borrowed money secured by the assets in the 
project.

4. Up to $340,000 will be disbursed to Grantee in a lump sum upon completion of the 
project as evidenced by a certificate of occupancy, and documentation of 
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construction/renovation and machinery and equipment project costs totaling 
$1,764,440, assuming that all project approvals have been completed and funds are 
available.  Payment will be made upon presentation to ESD of an invoice and such 
other documentation as ESD may reasonably require.  Expenses must be incurred on 
or after December 13, 2017, to be considered eligible project costs.  All disbursements 
must be requested by April 1, 2021. 

5. ESD may reallocate the project funds to another form of assistance, at an amount no 
greater than $340,000, for this project if ESD determines that the reallocation of the 
assistance would better serve the needs of the Grantee and the State of New York.  In 
no event shall the total amount of any assistance to be so reallocated exceed the total 
amount of assistance approved by the Directors.

IV. Statutory Basis – Regional Council Capital Fund 

The funding was authorized in the 2017-2018 New York State budget and reappropriated in the 
2018-2019 and 2019-2020 New York State budgets.  No residential relocation is required as 
there are no families or individuals residing on the site.

V. Environmental Review 

ESD staff has determined that the project constitutes a Type II action as defined by the New 
York State Environmental Quality Review Act (“SEQRA”) and the implementing regulations of 
the New York State Department of Environmental Conservation.  No further environmental 
review is required in connection with the project.

VI. Non-Discrimination and Contractor & Supplier Diversity 

ESD’s Non-Discrimination and Contractor & Supplier Diversity policies will apply to this Project.  
The Hospital shall be required to include minorities and women in any job opportunities 
created, to solicit and utilize Minority and Women-owned Business Enterprises (“MWBEs”) for 
any contractual opportunities generated in connection with the Project and to use Good Faith 
Efforts (pursuant to 5 NYCRR §142.8) to achieve an overall MWBE Participation Goal of 30% 
related to the total value of ESD’s funding.  

VII. ESD Employment Enforcement Policy

ESD's Employment Enforcement Policy will not apply since the project will not directly create or 
retain jobs.

VIII. ESD Financial Assistance Subject to Availability of Funds and Additional Approval

The provision of ESD financial assistance is contingent upon the availability of funds and the 
approval of the State Division of the Budget. 
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IX. Additional Submissions to Directors

Resolutions
New York State Map
Project Finance Memorandum
Project Photographs 
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July 18, 2019

Regional Council Award – Nyack (Mid-Hudson Region – Rockland County) – Montefiore 
Nyack Hospital Capital – Regional Council Capital Fund (Capital Grant) – Findings and 
Determinations Pursuant to Section 10(g) of the Act; Authorization to Adopt the 
Proposed General Project Plan; Authorization to Make a Grant and to Take Related 
Actions

RESOLVED, that on the basis of the materials presented to this meeting, a copy of which is 
hereby ordered filed with the records of the Corporation, relating to the Montefiore Nyack 
Hospital Capital -- Regional Council Capital Fund (Capital Grant) Project (the “Project”), the 
Corporation hereby determines pursuant to Section 10(g) of the New York State Urban 
Development Corporation Act of 1968, as amended (the “Act”), that there are no families or 
individuals to be displaced from the project area; and be it further

RESOLVED, that the Corporation does hereby adopt, subject to the requirements of Section 
16(2) of the Act, the proposed General Project Plan (the “Plan”) for the Project submitted to 
this meeting, together with such changes therein as the President and Chief Executive Officer of 
the Corporation or his designee(s) may deem appropriate, a copy of which Plan, together with 
such changes, is hereby ordered filed with the records of the Corporation; and be it further

RESOLVED, that upon written finding of the President and Chief Executive Officer of the 
Corporation  or his designee(s) that no substantive negative testimony or comment has been 
received at the public hearing held on the Plan, such Plan shall be effective at the conclusion of 
such hearing, and that upon such written finding being made, the President and Chief Executive 
Officer of the Corporation or his designee(s) be, and each of them hereby is, authorized to 
make to Montefiore Nyack Hospital a grant for a total amount not to exceed Three Hundred 
Forty Thousand Dollars ($340,000) from the Regional Council Capital Fund, for the purposes, 
and substantially on the terms and conditions, set forth in the materials presented to this 
meeting, with such changes as the President and Chief Executive Officer of the Corporation or 
his designee(s) may deem appropriate, subject to the availability of funds and the approval of 
the State Division of the Budget; and be it further

RESOLVED, that the President and Chief Executive Officer of the Corporation or his designee(s) 
be, subsequent to the making of the grant, and each of them hereby is, authorized to take such 
actions and make such modifications to the terms of the grant as he or she may deem 
necessary or appropriate in the administration of the grant; and be it further

RESOLVED, that the provision of ESD financial assistance is expressly contingent upon: (1) the 
approval of the Public Authorities Control Board, if applicable, and (2) receipt of all other 
necessary approvals; and be it further

RESOLVED, that the President and Chief Executive Officer or his designee(s) be, and each of 
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them hereby is, authorized in the name and on behalf of the Corporation to execute and deliver 
any and all documents and to take all actions as he or she may in his or her sole discretion 
consider to be necessary or proper to effectuate the foregoing resolutions.

*  *  *
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«Project_Name»
«Project_Town»
«Project_County» County

Montefiore Nyack Hospital Capital
Nyack
Rockland County
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FOR CONSIDERATION 
July 18, 2019

TO: The Directors

FROM: Howard A. Zemsky

SUBJECT: Bronx (New York City Region – Bronx County) – Bronx Kreate Space 
Capital – Downtown Revitalization Initiatve (Capital Grant)

REQUEST FOR: Findings and Determinations Pursuant to Section 10(g) of the Act; 
Authorization to Adopt the Proposed General Project Plan; 
Authorization to Make a Grant and to Take Related Actions 

General Project Plan

I. Project Summary

Grantee: Bronx Kreate Space, LLC (the “Company”)

ESD* Investment: A grant of up to $595,000 to be used for a portion of the cost of 
construction, renovations and the purchase of furniture, fixtures, and 
equipment

* The New York State Urban Development Corporation doing business as 
Empire State Development “ESD” or the “Corporation”)

Project Location: 15 Canal Place, Bronx, Bronx County

Proposed Project: Build-out of a gallery, café and low-cost artist-maker coworking 
workspace. 

Project Type: Renovation of vacant property

Regional Council:  The New York City Regional Economic Development Council has been 
made aware of this item.  The project is consistent with the New York 
City Regional Economic Development Council’s Plan to improve quality of 
life by investing and fostering cultural institutions. 
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II. Project Cost and Financing Sources

Financing Uses Amount
Construction/Renovation $873,200
Furniture, Fixtures, and Equipment 39,600
Marketing and Advertising 31,000
Design 94,460
Soft Costs    48,181

Total Project Costs $1,086,441

Financing Sources Amount Percent Rate/Term/Lien
ESD-Grant $595,000 54%
BOEDC Loan 350,000 32% 5%/10 yrs./first lien on RE
Company Equity   141,441   14%
 
Total Project Financing $1,086,441 100%

III. Project Description

A. Company

Industry: Office space management 

Company History: Bronx Kreate Space, LLC was formed in January 2018 for the sole purpose 
of creating and managing the Bronx Kreate Space.

Ownership: The Company is privately-owned

Size: All facilities are located in Bronx, NY.

ESD Involvement: The Company sought grant funds to support the opening of Bronx Kreate 
Space, a planned for-profit workspace for artists and makers on Canal 
Place between 138th and 140th Street in Mott Haven.  The vision for the 
space is to create a stable environment for artists and makers by 
leveraging low-cost real estate, supporting tenant growth, and fostering a 
sense of community.  

Bronx Kreate Space is a successor of the Brush Experience, also known as 
b[x], a successful workspace for artists and makers in Bushwick, Brooklyn.  
b[x] has sought to preserve workspace for artists as Bushwick has 
transformed from a mostly industrial neighborhood into a vibrant district 
of bars, restaurants, shops, and galleries.  Without ESD assistance, the 
project would not have been viable.  
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Past ESD Support: This is the Company’s first project with ESD.  
 
B. The Project  

Completion: August 2019 

Activity: The Company will renovate 21,000 square feet of space to include four 
levels of workspace sized at 5,000 square feet each, shared workspace 
sized at 3,000 square feet, and a 2,000-square-foot ground floor space 
that will serve as a gallery and café open to the public and used to foster 
a collaborative environment among community artists. Amenities 
include: HVAC and sprinkler system throughout; private tenant entrance; 
three private studio floors; two to four private restrooms per floor; a 
communal kitchen/lounge; and tenant concierge for packages.

Results: Half of the workspace will be occupied by traditional artists working in 
animation, ceramics, drawing, graphics, graffiti-style works, painting, and 
sculpting, while the other half will be occupied by “makers”, including 
writers and those working in film, photo, sound, and fashion.  

Economic Growth 
Investment 
Project: No Benefit-Cost Analysis (“BCA”) is required since these projects generate 

long-term benefits not captured in the short-term period used for the 
BCA and may involve no permanent job commitments.

Grantee Contact: Dan Herdoon, CEO
1370 Broadway, 4th Floor
New York, NY 10018
Phone: (212) 279-0222
E-mail: dan@kreate-space. com

ESD Project No.: 132,275

Project Team: Origination Alexander Rodriguez
Project Management Arturo Rodriguez
Contractor & Supplier Diversity Danah Alexander
Finance Kathleen Uckert
Environmental Soo Kang

C.  Financial Terms and Conditions 

1. Upon execution of the grant disbursement agreement, the Company shall reimburse 
ESD for all out-of-pocket expenses incurred in connection with the project.
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2. The Company will demonstrate no materially adverse changes in its financial condition 
prior to disbursement.  

3. Up to $595,000 will be disbursed to Grantee upon documentation of 
construction/renovation, design, soft costs, furniture, fixtures, and equipment, and 
marketing and advertising project costs totaling $1,086,441, upon completion of the 
project substantially as described in these materials, as evidenced by a certificate of 
occupancy, assuming that all project approvals have been completed and funds are 
available.  Payment will be made upon presentation to ESD of an invoice and such other 
documentation as ESD may reasonably require.  Expenses must be incurred on or after 
November 14, 2018, to be considered eligible project costs. All disbursements must be 
requested by April 1, 2020.

4. ESD may reallocate the project funds to another form of assistance, at an amount no 
greater than $595,000, for this project if ESD determines that the reallocation of the 
assistance would better serve the needs of the Company and the State of New York.  In 
no event shall the total amount of any assistance to be so reallocated exceed the total 
amount of assistance approved by the Directors.

5. Grant funds will be subject to pro rata recapture if the property at the Project Location 
is sold within five years of disbursement of funds.  The Recapture Amount is based on 
the time that has lapsed between when the Grant funds were disbursed and when the 
transfer occurred. The Recapture Amount shall be calculated by aggregating the 
Recapture Amount for each disbursement of the Grant, which in each instance shall be 
equal to: 

(i) 100% of the disbursed amount if the transfer occurred in the calendar year that 
the disbursement was made, or in the first full calendar year after the 
disbursement was made;

(ii) 80% of the disbursed amount if the transfer occurred in the second full calendar 
year after the disbursement was made;

(iii) 60% of the disbursed amount if the transfer occurred in the third full calendar year 
after the disbursement was made;

(iv) 40% of the disbursed amount if the transfer occurred in the fourth full calendar 
year after the disbursement was made;

(v) 20% of the disbursed amount if the transfer occurred in the fifth full calendar year 
after the disbursement was made.

IV. Statutory Basis

The funding was authorized in the 2015-2016 New York State budget and reappropriated in the 
2016-2017, 2017-2018, 2018-2019 and 2019-2020 New York State budgets.  No residential 
relocation is required as there are no families or individuals residing on the site.
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V. Environmental Review  

ESD staff has determined that the project constitutes a Type II action as defined by the New 
York State Environmental Quality Review Act (“SEQRA”) and the implementing regulations of 
the New York State Department of Environmental Conservation.  No further environmental 
review is required in connection with the project.

VI. Non-Discrimination and Contractor & Supplier Diversity

ESD’s Non-Discrimination and Contractor & Supplier Diversity policies will apply to this Project.  
The Grantee shall be required to include minorities and women in any job opportunities 
created, to solicit and utilize Minority-and Women-Owned Business Enterprises (“MWBEs”) for 
any contractual opportunities generated in connection with the Project and shall be required to 
use Good Faith Efforts (pursuant to 5 NYCRR §142.8) to achieve an overall MWBE Participation 
Goal of 30% related to the total value of ESD’s funding.

VII. ESD Employment Enforcement Policy

ESD's Employment Enforcement Policy will not apply since the project will not directly create or 
retain jobs.

VIII. ESD Financial Assistance Subject to Availability of Funds and Additional Approval

The provision of ESD financial assistance is contingent upon the availability of funds and the 
approval of the State Division of the Budget. 

IX. Additional Submissions to Directors

Resolutions
New York State Map
Project Finance Memorandum
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July 18, 2019

Bronx (New York City Region – Bronx County) – Bronx Kreate Space Capital – Downtown 
Revitalization Initiatve (Capital Grant) – Findings and Determinations Pursuant to 
Section 10(g) of the Act; Authorization to Adopt the Proposed General Project Plan; 
Authorization to Make a Grant and to Take Related Actions

RESOLVED, that on the basis of the materials presented to this meeting, a copy of which is 
hereby ordered filed with the records of the Corporation, relating to the Bronx Kreate Space 
Capital -- Downtown Revitalization Initiatve  (Capital Grant) Project (the “Project”), the 
Corporation hereby determines pursuant to Section 10(g) of the New York State Urban 
Development Corporation Act of 1968, as amended (the “Act”), that there are no families or 
individuals to be displaced from the project area; and be it further

RESOLVED, that the Corporation does hereby adopt, subject to the requirements of Section 
16(2) of the Act, the proposed General Project Plan (the “Plan”) for the Project submitted to 
this meeting, together with such changes therein as the President and Chief Executive Officer of 
the Corporation or his designee(s) may deem appropriate, a copy of which Plan, together with 
such changes, is hereby ordered filed with the records of the Corporation; and be it further

RESOLVED, that upon written finding of the President and Chief Executive Officer of the 
Corporation or his designee(s) that no substantive negative testimony or comment has been 
received at the public hearing held on the Plan, such Plan shall be effective at the conclusion of 
such hearing, and that upon such written finding being made, President and Chief Executive 
Officer of the Corporation or his designee(s) be, and each of them hereby is, authorized to 
make to Bronx Kreate Space, LLC a grant for a total amount not to exceed Five Hundred and 
Ninety-Five Thousand Dollars ($595,000) from the Downtown Revitalization Initiatve, for the 
purposes, and substantially on the terms and conditions, set forth in the materials presented to 
this meeting, with such changes as the President and Chief Executive Officer of the Corporation 
or his designee(s) may deem  appropriate, subject to the availability of funds and the approval 
of the State Division of the Budget; and be it further

RESOLVED, that the President and Chief Executive Officer or his designee(s) be, subsequent to 
the making of the grant, and each of them hereby is, authorized to take such actions and make 
such modifications to the terms of the grant as he or she may deem necessary or appropriate in 
the administration of the grant; and be it further

RESOLVED, that the provision of ESD financial assistance is expressly contingent upon: (1) the 
approval of the Public Authorities Control Board, if applicable, and (2) receipt of all other 
necessary approvals; and be it further

RESOLVED, that the President and Chief Executive Officer or his designee(s) be, and each of 
them hereby is, authorized in the name and on behalf of the Corporation to execute and deliver 
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any and all documents and to take all actions as he or she may in his or her sole discretion 
consider to be necessary or proper to effectuate the foregoing resolutions.

*  *  *
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«Project_Name»
«Project_Town»
«Project_County» County

Bronx Kreate Space Capital
Bronx
Bronx County

Master Page # 125 of 428 - NYS Urban Development Corporation Meeting 7/18/2019
________________________________________________________________________________



FOR CONSIDERATION 
July 18, 2019

TO: The Directors

FROM: Howard A. Zemsky

SUBJECT: Phoenix (Central New York Region – Oswego County) – EJ USA Capital – 
Empire State Economic Development Fund – General Development 
Financing (Capital Grant) 

REQUEST FOR: Findings and Determinations Pursuant to Sections 16-m and 10(g) of 
the Act; Authorization to Adopt the Proposed General Project Plan; 
Authorization to Make a Grant and to Take Related Actions; 
Determination of No Significant Effect on the Environment 

General Project Plan

I. Project Summary

Grantee: EJ USA, Inc. (“EJ’ or the “Company”)

ESD* Investment: A grant of up to $450,000 to be used for a portion of the cost of 
construction of a new fabrication facility

* The New York State Urban Development Corporation doing business as 
Empire State Development (“ESD” or the “Corporation”)

Project Location: 132 County Route 59, Phoenix, Oswego County

Proposed Project: Building of a new steel and aluminum fabrication facility including 
purchases of machinery and equipment to outfit new facility 

Project Type: Business expansion at a new facility involving job retention and creation

Regional Council: The project is consistent with the Central New York Regional Economic 
Development Council’s Plan to strengthen targeted industry 
concentrations that leverage unique economic assets. 
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Employment: Initial employment at time of ESD Incentive Proposal: 82
 Current employment level: 86

Minimum employment on January 1, 2020: 91

II. Project Cost and Financing Sources

Financing Uses Amount
Property $86,963
Construction $10,367,864
Equipment $490,668

Total Project Costs $10,945,495

Financing Sources Amount Percent Rate/Term/Lien
ESD-Grant (#AA388, 127,582) $450,000 4%
PNC Bank Credit Line $9,400,945 86% 3.7% / Revolving/NA
Company Equity $1,094,550 10%
 
Total Project Financing $10,945,495 100%

III. Project Description

A. Company

Industry: Steel and aluminum fabrication

Company History: EJ is a global leader in the design, manufacture, and distribution of access 
solutions for the world’s growing infrastructure (water, sewer, drainage, 
telecommunication, utility projects). EJ dates back to 1883 when its first 
manufacturing facility was built in Michigan. Decades later, the Company 
has a global enterprise that spans six continents – promoting innovation, 
quality, and a commitment to customer service.

Ownership: EJ USA, Inc. is owned by EJ Americas LLC, which is owned by EJ Group, 
Inc., a privately held company. 

Size: EJ has multiple manufacturing facilities, distribution centers and sales 
branches globally. In New York, EJ has a steel fabrication shop and a sales 
branch. 

Market: EJ offers a comprehensive portfolio of products and services, including 
municipal and construction castings, fabricated products, water 
distribution, telecom solutions and other infrastructure access solutions.
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ESD Involvement: EJ USA, Inc. was in need of expanding its New York manufacturing facility 
to meet its growing demand for products. EJ was seeking to purchase a 
new facility that could house its manufacturing operations as well as a 
sales team and storage. The Company approached ESD in 2015 and was 
offered $450,000 in an Economic Development Fund grant as well as an 
Excelsior Jobs Tax Credit award of $450,000. 

Competition: Any of EJ USA, Inc.’s locations throughout the US

Past ESD Support: This is the Company’s first project with ESD  

B. The Project  

Completion: February 2019 

Activity: The Company has purchased and built a new 69,100-square-foot facility. 
This facility will house a 57,500-square-foot steel and aluminum 
fabrication shop and 11,600 square feet of office space for its regional 
sales group. The new facility is also home to four acres of stabilized 
exterior product storage. 

Results: The Company will create 9 new jobs and retain 82 existing full-time 
employees. The Company has already created 4 of the 9 new jobs.

Grantee Contact: Korinna Holt, Project Engineering Manager
301 Spring Street
East Jordan, MI 49727
Phone: (231) 459-8045
E-mail: Korinna.Holt@ejco. com

ESD Project No.: AA388 (#127,582)

Project Team: Origination Zach Becker
Project Management Paul Matrose
Contractor & Supplier Diversity Renee Cousins
Finance Christina Choi
Environmental Soo Kang
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C. Financial Terms and Conditions

1. Upon execution of the grant disbursement agreement, the Company shall pay a 
commitment fee of 1% of the $450,000 capital grant ($4,500) and reimburse ESD for all 
out-of-pocket expenses incurred in connection with the project.

2. The Company will demonstrate no materially adverse changes in its financial condition 
prior to disbursement. 

3. The Company will be required to contribute a minimum of 10% of the total project cost 
in the form of equity contributed. Equity is defined as cash injected into the project by 
the Company or by investors and should be auditable through Company financial 
statements or Company accounts, if so requested by ESD.  Equity cannot be borrowed 
money secured by the assets in the project.

4. Prior to disbursement, the Company must employ at least the number of Full-time 
Permanent Employees set forth as the Baseline Employment in the table below. A Full-
time Permanent Employee shall mean (a) a full-time, permanent, private-sector 
employee on the Grantee’s payroll, who has worked at the Project Location for a 
minimum of thirty-five hours per week for not less than four consecutive weeks and 
who is entitled to receive the usual and customary fringe benefits extended by Grantee 
to other employees with comparable rank and duties; or (b) two part-time, permanent, 
private-sector employees on Grantee’s payroll, who have worked at the Project Location 
for a combined minimum of thirty-five hours per week for not less than four consecutive 
weeks and who are entitled to receive the usual and customary fringe benefits extended 
by Grantee to other employees with comparable rank and duties.

5. Up to $450,000 will be disbursed to the Grantee in three installments as follows:
a) an Initial Disbursement of an amount equal to 50% of the grant ($225,000) upon 

documentation of project costs totaling $9,000,000, including $6,500,000 in 
construction costs, a certificate of occupancy, and documentation of the 
employment of at least 82 Full-time Permanent Employees at the Project Location, 
assuming that all project approvals have been completed and funds are available. 

b) a Second Disbursement of an amount equal to 25% of the grant ($112,500) will be 
disbursed upon documentation of the employment of at least 87 Full-time 
Permanent Employees at the Project Location (Employment Increment of 5), 
provided Grantee is otherwise in compliance with program requirements;

c) a Third Disbursement of an amount equal to 25% of the grant ($112,500) will be 
disbursed upon documentation of the employment of at least 91 Full-time 
Permanent Employees at the Project Location (Employment Increment of 4), 
provided Grantee is otherwise in compliance with program requirements.

Payment will be made upon presentation to ESD of an invoice and such other 
documentation as ESD may reasonably require.  Expenses must be incurred on or after 
November 9, 2016, to be considered eligible project costs.  All disbursements must be 
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requested by April 1, 2021.

6. ESD may reallocate the project funds to another form of assistance, at an amount no 
greater than $450,000, for this project if ESD determines that the reallocation of the 
assistance would better serve the needs of the Company and the State of New York.  In 
no event shall the total amount of any assistance to be so reallocated exceed the total 
amount of assistance approved by the Directors.

7. In consideration for the making of the Grant, Grantee will achieve the Employment 
Goals set forth in Column B of the table below.  If the Full-time Permanent Employee 
Count for the year prior to the reporting date set forth in Column A of the table below is 
less than eighty-five percent (85%) of the Employment Goal set forth in Column B (an 
“Employment Shortfall”), then upon demand by ESD, Grantee shall be obligated to 
repay to ESD a portion of each disbursement of the Grant, as follows: 

The Recapture Amount is based on the time that has lapsed between when the Grant 
funds were disbursed and when the Employment Shortfall occurred. The Recapture 
Amount shall be calculated by aggregating the Recapture Amount for each 
disbursement of the Grant, which in each instance shall be equal to: 

(i) 100% of the disbursed amount if the Employment Shortfall occurred in the 
calendar year that the disbursement was made, or in the first full calendar year 
after the disbursement was made;

(ii) 80% of the disbursed amount if the Employment Shortfall occurred in the second 
full calendar year after the disbursement was made;

(iii) 60% of the disbursed amount if the Employment Shortfall occurred in the third 
full calendar year after the disbursement was made;

(iv) 40% of the disbursed amount if the Employment Shortfall occurred in the fourth 
full calendar year after the disbursement was made;

(v) 20% of the disbursed amount if the Employment Shortfall occurred in the fifth 
full calendar year after the disbursement was made.

The Grantee’s number of Full-time Permanent Employees shall be deemed to be the 
greater of the number as of the last payroll date in the month of December for such 
year or the average employment for the 12-month period computed by quarter.
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82

A B

Reporting Date Employment Goals

February 1, 2020 82+X+Y
February 1, 2021 82+X+Y
February 1, 2022 82+X+Y
February 1, 2023 82+X+Y

Baseline Employment

X = Grantee's Employment Increment that will be the basis of the Second Disbursement of the Grant as 
described in section C.5 above (i.e. X=5, and Employment Goals shall equal [82 + X = 87] if the Second 
Disbursement is made, in the year such disbursement is made and for each year thereafter).  If the 
Second Disbursement has not yet been made, then X=0.
Y = Grantee’s Employment Increment that will be the basis of the Third Disbursement of the Grant as 
described in section C.5 above (i.e. Y=4, and Employment Goals shall equal [82 + X + Y = 91] if the Third 
Disbursement is made, in the year such disbursement is made and for each year thereafter).  If the 
Third Disbursement has not yet been made, then Y=0. 

IV. Statutory Basis

1. The proposed project would promote the economic health of New York State by 
facilitating the creation or retention of jobs or would increase activity within a 
municipality or region of the state or would enhance or help to maintain the economic 
viability of family farms.
As a result of this project, the Company will maintain its employment level of 82 and 
create 9 new jobs. 

2. The proposed project would be unlikely to take place in New York State without the 
requested assistance.
ESD assistance was needed to fill a financing gap.

3. The project is reasonably likely to accomplish its stated objectives and the likely benefits 
of the project exceed costs.
Business Investment 
Benefit-Costs Evaluations are used in evaluating projects that are categorized as 
Business Investment, Infrastructure Investment, and Economic Growth Investment and 
that involve 1) job retention and/or creation and/or 2) construction-related activity.  For 
Business Investment projects, benefits typically reflect the impact of both jobs and 
construction-related activity.  For Infrastructure Investment and Economic Growth 
Investment projects, which generate long-term benefits not captured in the period of 
analysis and may involve no permanent job commitments, the estimated benefits 
typically reflect only construction-related activity. 
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Evaluated over a seven-year period, the following are anticipated project impacts (dollar 
values are present value):
 Fiscal benefits to NYS government from the project are estimated at $4,041,390;
 Fiscal cost to NYS government is estimated at $797,080;
 Project cost to NYS government per direct job is $11,286;
 Project cost to NYS government per job (direct plus indirect) is estimated at $5,149;
 Ratio of project fiscal benefits to costs to NYS government is 5.07:1;
 Fiscal benefits to all governments (state and local) are estimated at $7,048,052;
 Fiscal cost to all governments is $797,080;
 All government cost per direct job is $11,286;
 All government cost per total job is $5,149;
 The fiscal benefit to cost ratio for all governments is 8.84:1;
 Economic benefits (fiscal plus total net resident disposable income from project 

employment) are estimated at $53,609,918, or $346,304 per job (direct and 
indirect); 

 The economic benefit to cost ratio is 67.26:1;
 Project construction cost is $10,367,864, which is expected to generate 86 direct job 

years and 50 indirect job years of employment;
 For every permanent direct job generated by this project, an additional 1.20 indirect 

jobs are anticipated in the state’s economy;
 The payback period for NYS costs is one year.

See Project Summary Benefit-Cost Evaluation (attached) for detail and definitions.

4. The requirements of Section 10(g) of the Act are satisfied.
No residential relocation is required because there are no families or individuals residing 
on the site.

V. Environmental Review 

The Oswego Industrial Development Agency, as lead agency, has completed an environmental 
review of the project pursuant to the requirements of the State Environmental Quality Review 
Act (“SEQRA”) and the implementing regulations of the New York State Department of 
Environmental Conservation.  This review found the project to be a Type I Action, which would 
not have a significant effect on the environment.  The lead agency issued a Negative 
Declaration on May 5, 2017.  ESD staff reviewed the Negative Declaration and supporting 
materials and concurs.  It is recommended that the Directors make a Determination of No 
Significant Effect on the Environment.

VI. Non-Discrimination and Contractor & Supplier Diversity 

ESD’s Non-Discrimination and Contractor & Supplier Diversity policies will apply to this Project.  
The Grantee shall be required to include minorities and women in any job opportunities 
created, to solicit and utilize Minority and Women Business Enterprises (MWBEs) for any 
contractual opportunities generated in connection with the Project and shall be required to use 
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Good Faith Efforts (pursuant to 5 NYCRR §142.8) to achieve an overall MWBE Participation Goal 
of 40%.  The overall goal shall include a Minority Business Enterprise Participation Goal of 20% 
and a Women Business Enterprise Participation Goal of 20% related to the total value of ESD’s 
funding.

VII. ESD Financial Assistance Subject to Availability of Funds and Additional Approval

The provision of ESD financial assistance is contingent upon the availability of funds and the 
approval of the State Division of the Budget. 

VIII. Additional Submissions to Directors

Resolutions
New York State Map
Benefit-Cost Analysis  
Project Finance Memorandum
Project Photographs 
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July 18, 2019

Phoenix (Central New York Region – Oswego County) – EJ USA Capital – Empire State 
Economic Development Fund - General Development Financing (Capital Grant) – 
Findings and Determinations Pursuant to Sections 16-m and 10(g) of the Act; 
Authorization to Adopt the Proposed General Project Plan; Authorization to Make a 
Grant and to Take Related Actions

RESOLVED, that on the basis of the materials presented to this meeting, a copy of which is 
hereby ordered filed with the records of the Corporation, relating to the EJ USA Capital -- 
Empire State Economic Development Fund - General Development Financing (Capital Grant) 
Project (the “Project”), the Corporation hereby determines pursuant to Sections 16-m and 10(g) 
of the New York State Urban Development Corporation Act of 1968, as amended (the “Act”), 
that 

1. The proposed project would promote the economic health of New York State by 
facilitating the creation or retention of jobs or would increase activity within a municipality or 
region of the state or would enhance or help to maintain the economic viability of family farms;

2. The project would be unlikely to take place in New York State without the requested 
assistance;

3. The project is reasonably likely to accomplish its stated objectives and that the likely 
benefits of the project exceed costs;

4. There are no families or individuals to be displaced from the project area; and be it 
further 

RESOLVED, that the Corporation does hereby adopt, subject to the requirements of Section 
16(2) of the Act, the proposed General Project Plan (the “Plan”) for the Project submitted to 
this meeting, together with such changes therein as the President and Chief Executive Officer of 
the Corporation or his designee(s) may deem appropriate, a copy of which Plan, together with 
such changes, is hereby ordered filed with the records of the Corporation; and be it further

RESOLVED, that upon written finding of the President and Chief Executive Officer of the 
Corporation  or his designee(s) that no substantive negative testimony or comment has been 
received at the public hearing held on the Plan, such Plan shall be effective at the conclusion of 
such hearing, and that upon such written finding being made, the President and Chief Executive 
Officer of the Corporation or his designee(s) be, and each of them hereby is, authorized to 
make to EJ USA, Inc. a grant for a total amount not to exceed four hundred and fifty thousand 
Dollars ($450,000) from the Empire State Economic Development Fund, for the purposes, and 
substantially on the terms and conditions, set forth in the materials presented to this meeting, 
with such changes as the President and Chief Executive Officer of the Corporation or his 
designee(s) may deem appropriate, subject to the availability of funds and the approval of the 
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State Division of the Budget; and be it further

RESOLVED, that the President and Chief Executive Officer of the Corporation or his designee(s) 
be, subsequent to the making of the grant, and each of them hereby is, authorized to take such 
actions and make such modifications to the terms of the grant as he or she may deem 
necessary or appropriate in the administration of the grant; and be it further

RESOLVED, that the provision of ESD financial assistance is expressly contingent upon: (1) the 
approval of the Public Authorities Control Board, if applicable, and (2) receipt of all other 
necessary approvals; and be it further

RESOLVED, that the President and Chief Executive Officer or his designee(s) be, and each of 
them hereby is, authorized in the name and on behalf of the Corporation to execute and deliver 
any and all documents and to take all actions as he or she may in his or her sole discretion 
consider to be necessary or proper to effectuate the foregoing resolutions.

*  *  *
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July 18, 2019

Phoenix (Central New York Region – Oswego County) – EJ USA Capital – Empire State 
Economic Development Fund - General Development Financing (Capital Grant) – 
Determination of No Significant Effect on the Environment

RESOLVED, that based on the material submitted to the Directors with respect to the EJ USA 
Capital Project, the Corporation hereby determines that the proposed action will not have a 
significant effect on the environment. 

*  *  *
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«Project_Name»
«Project_Town»
«Project_County» County

EJ USA Capital
Phoenix
Oswego County
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Project Summary
Benefit-Cost Evaluation1

EJ USA, Inc. – Business Investment

Benefit-Costs Evaluations are used in evaluating projects that are categorized as Business Investment, 
Infrastructure Investment, and Economic Growth Investment and that involve 1) job retention and/or creation 
and/or 2) construction-related activity.  For Business Investment projects, benefits reported in the table below 
typically reflect the impact of both jobs and construction-related activity.  For Infrastructure Investment and 
Economic Growth Investment projects, which generate long-term benefits not captured in the period of analysis 
and may involve no permanent job commitments, the table typically reflects only construction-related activity. 
Benchmarks for each type of project are noted in the footnotes. 

Initial Jobs: 82 Construction Job Years (Direct):              86
New Jobs: 9 (over five years) Construction Job Years (Indirect): 50

Project Results NYS Gov’t. Project Results State & Local 
Evaluation Statistics NYS Gov’t. Benchmarks2 State & Local Government

Government Benchmarks 

Fiscal Costs3 $797,080            $794,250 $797,080            $1,020,500 
Fiscal Benefits4 $4,041,390    $2,085,600 $7,048,052            $4,271,980 

Fiscal Cost /Direct Job $11,286               $3,000 $11,286                   $4,110 
Fiscal Cost/Total Jobs $5,149               $1,424 $5,149                  $1,964 

Fiscal B/C Ratio 5.07 7.00 8.84 10.60
Project Benchmarks
Results

Economic Benefits5 $53,609,918          $119,468,000 
Econ. Benefits/Total Jobs $346,304               $147,600 

Economic B/C Ratio 67.26                     75.00

1 Dollar values are present value calculated over a 7-year period. Separate evaluations are made and reported for 
New York State government assistance alone and for State and Local government.

2 The current project evaluation results (both fiscal and economic) are compared to performance measure 
benchmarks based on results of a sample of ESD non-retail projects.  Business Investment project benchmarks are 
7.00 (Fiscal) and 75.00 (Economic). Infrastructure Investment (or Economic Growth Investment) project 
benchmarks are 3.00 (Fiscal) and 30.00 (Economic). 

3 Fiscal cost includes the value of grants, loans and associated default risks, and discretionary subsidies (such as tax 
exemptions or abatements on sales, property, and interest income).

4 Fiscal benefits are the loan repayments and tax revenues to New York State and Local governments generated by 
project activity. This includes estimated taxes on personal incomes from project direct and indirect employment, 
corporate and business incomes, excise and user taxes, property taxes, and other taxes.

5 Economic benefits are estimated project benefits measuring fiscal flows to government plus net resident 
disposable income from project direct and indirect employment net of transfers, without adjusting for individual 
income earners’ opportunity cost of employment.
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FOR CONSIDERATION 
July 18, 2019

TO: The Directors

FROM: Howard A. Zemsky

SUBJECT: Regional Council Award – Farmingdale (Long Island Region – Nassau 
County) – Sheltair Farmingdale Capital – Empire State Economic 
Development Fund – General Development Financing and Regional 
Council Capital Fund (Capital Grants) 

REQUEST FOR: Findings and Determinations Pursuant to Sections 16-m and 10(g) of 
the Act; Authorization to Adopt the Proposed General Project Plan; 
Authorization to Make Grants and to Take Related Actions; 
Determination of No Significant Effect on the Environment 

General Project Plan

I. Project Summary

Grantee: Sheltair Farmingdale, LLC (“Sheltair” or the “Company”)

ESD* Investment: Two grants of up to $565,000 to be used for a portion of the cost of 
infrastructure improvements including design, installation, drainage, 
utilities, sewer, land clearing, main road access and internal roadway to 
a 41-acre site

* The New York State Urban Development Corporation doing business as 
Empire State Development (“ESD” or the “Corporation”)

Project Location: 1100 New Highway, Republic Airport, Farmingdale, Nassau County

Proposed Project: Facility and infrastructure improvements including the design    
installation of a fire line safety system, and the construction of aircraft 
aprons for two new hangars as well as design, drainage, utilities, sewer, 
land clearing, and increased road access including an internal roadway 
at Republic Airport (the “Airport”) 

Project Type: Business expansion and infrastructure improvements involving job 
retention
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Regional Council: The project is consistent with the Long Island Regional Economic
Development Council’s Plan for workforce development, job growth and
infrastructure improvement. 

Employment: Initial employment at time of ESD Incentive Proposal: 103
Current employment level: 103
Minimum employment through January 1, 2024: 103*

*103 jobs at all NYS locations including 19 jobs at the Project Location

II. Project Cost and Financing Sources

Financing Uses Amount
Design $2,000,000
Infrastructure/Site Work 5,500,000
Construction 7,600,000
Design/Engineering  400,000

Total Project Costs $15,500,000

Financing Sources Amount Percent Rate/Term/Lien
ESD-Grant (#Y267) $365,000 2%
ESD-Grant (#AB603) 200,000 1%
SunTrust Bank Financing 6,065,000 39% variable/5 years/first on RE
Company Equity 8,870,000 58%
 
Total Project Financing $15,500,000 100%

III. Project Description

A. Company

Industry: Aviation development company and fixed base operator (“FBO”)

Company History: Established in 1968, Sheltair is an aviation service, property management 
and construction/development company that provides services to the 
aviation community. Sheltair has approximately 4,000,000 square feet of 
corporate hangars and office buildings at 24 airports, along with FBO 
terminals at 18 locations in Florida, Georgia, Colorado and New York.  

Ownership: The Company is privately owned.  

Size: Sheltair has 24 airport locations throughout Florida, Georgia, Colorado 
and New York. Within New York State, Sheltair has locations at Kennedy 
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International Airport, LaGuardia Airport, Farmingdale Republic Airport, 
Islip McArthur Airport, and Westhampton Gabreski Airport. Sheltair 
employs over 500 staff members. 

Market: General Aviation

ESD Involvement: Sheltair had been undertaking a major project at Republic Airport to 
improve site infrastructure and create aircraft parking aprons in order to 
better serve customers and businesses at its hangers.  To make the 
project feasible, Sheltair needed assistance to bridge a financing gap. 

In June 2012, Sheltair applied through Round 2 of the Long Island 
Economic Development Council’s Consolidated Funding Application 
(“CFA”) for ESD’s assistance and was awarded a $365,000 capital grant 
from the Empire State Economic Development Fund. In June 2016, 
Sheltair also applied through Round 6 of the CFA for additional facility 
and infrastructure improvements at the Airport. ESD’s assistance enable 
the Company to complete the improvements at the Airport.

Competition: N/A

Past ESD Support: This is the Company’s first project with ESD.  

B. The Project  

Completion: October 2018 

Activity: The Company has completed infrastructure improvements to its 41-acre 
site at the Airport. Improvements include design, site drainage, utilities, 
sewer, land clearing, access to the main road, and an internal roadway. 
The company has also undertaken infrastructure improvements including 
the design and installation of a fire line safety system and the 
construction of aircraft aprons for two new hangars at the Airport.  The 
improvements will support the Company’s continued expansion at the 
Airport, where they have constructed 3 of 6 new hangars.

Results: Retain 103 jobs. The Company has already met its job commitment, 
having retained 103 full-time jobs in New York State, including 19 existing 
full-time permanent employees at the project location.

Grantee Contact: Tiria Mason, Project Manager 
Blumenfeld Development Group, Ltd.
300 Robbins Lane
Syosset, New York 11791
Phone: 516-624-1933
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E-mail: tmason@bdg.com

ESD Project No.: Y267 and AB603

Project Team: Origination Brian Scripture
Project Management Chelsey Watroba
Contractor & Supplier Diversity Danah Alexandar
Finance Christina Choi
Environmental Soo Kang

C. Financial Terms and Conditions

1. Upon execution of the grant disbursement agreement, the Company shall pay a 
commitment fee of 1% of the $565,000 capital grants ($5,650) and reimburse ESD for all 
out-of-pocket expenses incurred in connection with the project.

2. The Company will demonstrate no materially adverse changes in its financial condition 
prior to disbursement.  

3. The Company will be required to contribute a minimum of 10% of the total project cost 
in the form of equity contributed after the Company’s acceptance of ESD’s offer. Equity 
is defined as cash injected into the project by the Company or by investors and should 
be auditable through Company financial statements or Company accounts, if so 
requested by ESD.  Equity cannot be borrowed money secured by the assets in the 
project or grants from a government source.

4. Prior to disbursement, the Company must employ at least the number of Full-time 
Permanent Employees set forth as the Baseline Employment in the table below. A Full-
time Permanent Employee shall mean (a) a full-time, permanent, private-sector 
employee on the Grantee’s payroll, who has worked at the Project Location for a 
minimum of thirty-five hours per week for not less than four consecutive weeks and 
who is entitled to receive the usual and customary fringe benefits extended by Grantee 
to other employees with comparable rank and duties; or (b) two part-time, permanent, 
private-sector employees on Grantee’s payroll, who have worked at the Project Location 
for a combined minimum of thirty-five hours per week for not less than four consecutive 
weeks and who are entitled to receive the usual and customary fringe benefits extended 
by Grantee to other employees with comparable rank and duties.

5. Regional Council Capital Fund (AB603)
Empire State Economic Development Fund (Y267)
Up to $565,000 will be disbursed to Grantee in a lump sum, upon documentation of 
design, infrastructure/site work, construction and design/engineering project costs 
totaling $15,500,000, upon completion of the project substantially as described in these 
materials, and documentation of the employment of at least 103 Full-time Permanent 
Employees in New York State, including 19 at the Project Location, assuming that all 
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project approvals have been completed and funds are available.  Payment will be made 
upon presentation to ESD of an invoice and such other documentation as ESD may 
reasonably require.  Expenses must be incurred on or after April 22, 2013 for Z267 and 
April 16, 2017 for AB603, to be considered eligible project costs.  All disbursements 
must be requested by April 1, 2020.

6. ESD may reallocate the project funds to another form of assistance, at an amount no 
greater than $565,000, for this project if ESD determines that the reallocation of the 
assistance would better serve the needs of the Company and the State of New York.  In 
no event shall the total amount of any assistance to be so reallocated exceed the total 
amount of assistance approved by the Directors.

7. In consideration for the making of the Grant, Grantee will achieve the Employment 
Goals set forth in Column B of the table below.  If the Full-time Permanent Employee 
Count for the year prior to the reporting date set forth in Column A of the table below is 
less than eighty-five percent (85%) of the Employment Goal set forth in Column B (an 
“Employment Shortfall”), then upon demand by ESD, Grantee shall be obligated to 
repay to ESD a portion of each disbursement of the Grant, as follows: 

The Recapture Amount is based on the time that has lapsed between when the Grant 
funds were disbursed and when the Employment Shortfall occurred. The Recapture 
Amount shall be calculated by aggregating the Recapture Amount for each 
disbursement of the Grant, which in each instance shall be equal to: 

(i) 100% of the disbursed amount if the Employment Shortfall occurred in the 
calendar year that the disbursement was made, or in the first full calendar year 
after the disbursement was made;

(ii) 80% of the disbursed amount if the Employment Shortfall occurred in the second 
full calendar year after the disbursement was made;

(iii) 60% of the disbursed amount if the Employment Shortfall occurred in the third 
full calendar year after the disbursement was made;

(iv) 40% of the disbursed amount if the Employment Shortfall occurred in the fourth 
full calendar year after the disbursement was made;

(v) 20% of the disbursed amount if the Employment Shortfall occurred in the fifth 
full calendar year after the disbursement was made.

The Grantee’s number of Full-time Permanent Employees shall be deemed to be the 
greater of the number as of the last payroll date in the month of December for such 
year or the average employment for the 12-month period computed by quarter
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103

A B

Reporting Date Employment Goals

February 1, 2020 103
February 1, 2021 103
February 1, 2022 103
February 1, 2023 103
February 1, 2024 103

Baseline Employment

IV. Statutory Basis

Empire State Economic Development Fund 
1. The proposed project would promote the economic health of New York State by 

facilitating the creation or retention of jobs or would increase activity within a 
municipality or region of the state or would enhance or help to maintain the economic 
viability of family farms.
As a result of this project, the Company will maintain its employment level of 103, 
including 19 at the Project Location.

2. The proposed project would be unlikely to take place in New York State without the 
requested assistance.
ESD assistance is needed to fill a financing gap.

3. The project is reasonably likely to accomplish its stated objectives and the likely benefits 
of the project exceed costs.

Business Investment 
Benefit-Costs Evaluations are used in evaluating projects that are categorized as 
Business Investment, Infrastructure Investment, and Economic Growth Investment and 
that involve 1) job retention and/or creation and/or 2) construction-related activity.  For 
Business Investment projects, benefits typically reflect the impact of both jobs and 
construction-related activity.  For Infrastructure Investment and Economic Growth 
Investment projects, which generate long-term benefits not captured in the period of 
analysis and may involve no permanent job commitments, the estimated benefits 
typically reflect only construction-related activity. 

Evaluated over a seven-year period, the following are anticipated project impacts 
(dollar values are present value):
 Fiscal benefits to NYS government from the project are estimated at $1,802,160;
 Fiscal cost to NYS government is estimated at $565,000;
 Project cost to NYS government per direct job is $11,377;
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 Project cost to NYS government per job (direct plus indirect) is estimated at 
$5,681;

 Ratio of project fiscal benefits to costs to NYS government is 5.73:1;
 Fiscal benefits to all governments (state and local) are estimated at $4,849,558;
 Fiscal cost to all governments is $565,000;
 All government cost per direct job is $11,377;
 All government cost per total job is $5,681;
 The fiscal benefit to cost ratio for all governments is 10.40:1;
 Economic benefits (fiscal plus total net resident disposable income from project 

employment) are estimated at $29,767,107 or $299,308 per job (direct and 
indirect); 

 The economic benefit to cost ratio is 52.69:1;
 Project construction cost is $15,500,000, which is expected to generate 104 direct 

job years and 69 indirect job years of employment;
 For every permanent direct job generated by this project, an additional 1.03 

indirect jobs are anticipated in the state’s economy;
 The payback period for NYS costs is one year.

See Project Summary Benefit-Cost Evaluation (attached) for detail and definitions.

4. The requirements of Section 10(g) of the Act are satisfied.
No residential relocation is required because there are no families or individuals residing 
on the site.

Regional Council Capital Fund
The funding was authorized in the 2016-2017 New York State budget and reappropriated in the 
2017-2018, 2018-2019 and 2019-2020 New York State budgets.  No residential relocation is 
required as there are no families or individuals residing on the site

V. Environmental Review 

The Federal Aviation Administration (“FAA”) has completed an environmental review of the 
proposed project pursuant to the requirements of the National Environmental Policy Act 
(“NEPA”).  The FAA prepared an Environmental Assessment (“EA”) and issued a Findings of No 
Significant Impact (“FONSI”) Environment on May 8, 2015.  ESD staff reviewed the EA and 
FONSI and has determined the project to be a Type I Action, which would not have a significant 
effect on the environment.  It is recommended that the Directors make a Determination of No 
Significant Effect on the Environment.

VI. Non-Discrimination and Contractor & Supplier Diversity 

ESD’s Non-Discrimination and Contractor & Supplier Diversity policies will apply to this Project.  
The Grantee shall be required to include minorities and women in any job opportunities 
created, to solicit and utilize Minority and Women Business Enterprise (“MWBEs”) for any 
contractual opportunities generated in connection with the Project and shall be required to use 
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Good Faith Efforts (pursuant to 5 NYCRR §142.8) to achieve an overall MWBE Participation Goal 
of 30% related to the total value of ESD’s funding. 

VII. ESD Financial Assistance Subject to Availability of Funds and Additional Approval

The provision of ESD financial assistance is contingent upon the availability of funds and the 
approval of the State Division of the Budget. 

VIII. Additional Submissions to Directors

Resolutions
New York State Map
Benefit-Cost Analysis  
Project Finance Memorandum
Project Photographs 
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July 18, 2019

Regional Council Award – Farmingdale (Long Island Region – Nassau County) – Sheltair 
Farmingdale Capital – Empire State Economic Development Fund – General 
Development Financing and Regional Council Capital Fund (Capital Grants) – Findings 
and Determinations Pursuant to Sections 16-m and 10(g) of the Act; Authorization to 
Adopt the Proposed General Project Plan; Authorization to Make a Grant and to Take 
Related Actions

RESOLVED, that on the basis of the materials presented to this meeting, a copy of which is 
hereby ordered filed with the records of the Corporation, relating to the Sheltair Farmingdale 
Capital -- Empire State Economic Development Fund – General Development Financing and 
Regional Council Capital Fund (Capital Grants) Project (the “Project”), the Corporation hereby 
determines pursuant to Sections 16-m and 10(g) of the New York State Urban Development 
Corporation Act of 1968, as amended (the “Act”), that 

1. The proposed project would promote the economic health of New York State by 
facilitating the creation or retention of jobs or would increase activity within a 
municipality or region of the state or would enhance or help to maintain the economic 
viability of family farms;

2. The project would be unlikely to take place in New York State without the requested 
assistance;

3. The project is reasonably likely to accomplish its stated objectives and that the likely 
benefits of the project exceed costs;

4. There are no families or individuals to be displaced from the project area; and be it further 

RESOLVED, that the Corporation does hereby adopt, subject to the requirements of Section 
16(2) of the Act, the proposed General Project Plan (the “Plan”) for the Project submitted to 
this meeting, together with such changes therein as the President and Chief Executive Officer of 
the Corporation or his designee(s) may deem appropriate, a copy of which Plan, together with 
such changes, is hereby ordered filed with the records of the Corporation; and be it further

RESOLVED, that upon written finding of the President and Chief Executive Officer of the 
Corporation  or his designee(s) that no substantive negative testimony or comment has been 
received at the public hearing held on the Plan, such Plan shall be effective at the conclusion of 
such hearing, and that upon such written finding being made, the President and Chief Executive 
Officer of the Corporation or his designee(s) be, and each of them hereby is, authorized to 
make to Sheltair Farmingdale, LLC two grants for a total amount not to exceed Five Hundred 
Sixty Five Thousand Dollars ($565,000) from the Empire State Economic Development Fund and 
the Regional Council Capital Fund, for the purposes, and substantially on the terms and 
conditions, set forth in the materials presented to this meeting, with such changes as the 
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President and Chief Executive Officer of the Corporation or his designee(s) may deem 
appropriate, subject to the availability of funds and the approval of the State Division of the 
Budget; and be it further

RESOLVED, that the President and Chief Executive Officer of the Corporation or his designee(s) 
be, subsequent to the making of the grant, and each of them hereby is, authorized to take such 
actions and make such modifications to the terms of the grant as he or she may deem 
necessary or appropriate in the administration of the grant; and be it further

RESOLVED, that the provision of ESD financial assistance is expressly contingent upon: (1) the 
approval of the Public Authorities Control Board, if applicable, and (2) receipt of all other 
necessary approvals; and be it further

RESOLVED, that the President and Chief Executive Officer or his designee(s) be, and each of 
them hereby is, authorized in the name and on behalf of the Corporation to execute and deliver 
any and all documents and to take all actions as he or she may in his or her sole discretion 
consider to be necessary or proper to effectuate the foregoing resolutions.

*  *  *
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July 18, 2019

Regional Council Award –Farmingdale (Long Island Region – Nassau County) – Sheltair 
Farmingdale Capital – Empire State Economic Development Fund – General 
Development Financing and Regional Council Capital Fund (Capital Grants) – 
Determination of No Significant Effect on the Environment

RESOLVED, that based on the material submitted to the Directors with respect to the Sheltair 
Farmingdale Capital Project, the Corporation hereby determines that the proposed action will 
not have a significant effect on the environment. 

*  *  *
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Project Summary
Benefit-Cost Evaluation1

Sheltair Farmingdale LLC – Business Investment

Benefit-Costs Evaluations are used in evaluating projects that are categorized as Business Investment, 
Infrastructure Investment, and Economic Growth Investment and that involve 1) job retention and/or creation 
and/or 2) construction-related activity.  For Business Investment projects, benefits reported in the table below 
typically reflect the impact of both jobs and construction-related activity.  For Infrastructure Investment and 
Economic Growth Investment projects, which generate long-term benefits not captured in the period of analysis 
and may involve no permanent job commitments, the table typically reflects only construction-related activity. 
Benchmarks for each type of project are noted in the footnotes. 

Initial Jobs: 103 Construction Job Years (Direct):             104
New Jobs: 0  Construction Job Years (Indirect): 69

Project Results NYS Gov’t. Project Results State & Local 
Evaluation Statistics NYS Gov’t. Benchmarks2 State & Local Government

Government Benchmarks 

Fiscal Costs3 $565,000            $794,250 $565,000            $1,020,500 
Fiscal Benefits4 $1,802,160    $2,085,600 $4,849,558            $4,271,980 

Fiscal Cost /Direct Job $11,377               $3,000 $11,377                   $4,110 
Fiscal Cost/Total Jobs $5,681               $1,424 $5,681                  $1,964 

Fiscal B/C Ratio 5.73 7.00 10.40 10.60
Project Benchmarks
Results

Economic Benefits5 $29,767,107          $119,468,000 
Econ. Benefits/Total Jobs $299,308               $147,600 

Economic B/C Ratio 52.69                     75.00

1 Dollar values are present value calculated over a 7-year period. Separate evaluations are made and reported for 
New York State government assistance alone and for State and Local government.

2 The current project evaluation results (both fiscal and economic) are compared to performance measure 
benchmarks based on results of a sample of ESD non-retail projects.  Business Investment project benchmarks are 
7.00 (Fiscal) and 75.00 (Economic). Infrastructure Investment (or Economic Growth Investment) project 
benchmarks are 3.00 (Fiscal) and 30.00 (Economic). 

3 Fiscal cost includes the value of grants, loans and associated default risks, and discretionary subsidies (such as tax 
exemptions or abatements on sales, property, and interest income).

4 Fiscal benefits are the loan repayments and tax revenues to New York State and Local governments generated by 
project activity. This includes estimated taxes on personal incomes from project direct and indirect employment, 
corporate and business incomes, excise and user taxes, property taxes, and other taxes.

5 Economic benefits are estimated project benefits measuring fiscal flows to government plus net resident 
disposable income from project direct and indirect employment net of transfers, without adjusting for individual 
income earners’ opportunity cost of employment.
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«Project_Name»
«Project_Town»
«Project_County» County

Sheltair Farmingdale Capital
Farmingdale
Nassau County
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FOR CONSIDERATION 
July 18, 2019

TO: The Directors

FROM: Howard A. Zemsky

SUBJECT: North Hills (Long Island Region – Nassau County) – Dealertrack Inc. 
Capital – Empire State Economic Development Fund – General 
Development Financing (Capital Grant) 

REQUEST FOR: Findings and Determinations Pursuant to Sections 16-m and 10(g) of 
the Act; Authorization to Adopt the Proposed General Project Plan; 
Authorization to Make a Grant and to Take Related Actions

General Project Plan

I. Project Summary

Grantee: Dealertrack Inc. (“Dealertrack” or the “Company”)

ESD* Investment: A grant of up to $1,500,000 to be used for a portion of the cost of 
construction, renovations and the purchase of furniture, fixtures and 
equipment 

* The New York State Urban Development Corporation doing business as 
Empire State Development (“ESD” or the “Corporation”)

Project Location: 3400 New Hyde Park Road, North Hills, Nassau County
30 Tech Valley Drive, East Greenbush, Rensselaer County

Proposed Project: Relocation of existing operations to a new 230,000-square-foot facility, 
construction and renovations, and acquisition of furniture, fixtures and 
equipment

Project Type: Business expansion involving job retention and creation

Regional Council:  The project is consistent with the Long Island Regional Economic 
Development Council Plan to grow their advanced technology 
manufacturing base while encouraging innovation in life sciences, 
information technology, clean energy, defense and homeland security 
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industry clusters.  

Employment: Initial employment at time of ESD Incentive Proposal: 535
 Current employment level: 715

Minimum employment on January 1, 2020: 692

II. Project Cost and Financing Sources

Financing Uses Amount
Real Estate Acquisition or 
Five-year Estimated Lease Expense $20,000,000
Construction/Renovation 12,000,000
Furniture, Fixtures & Equipment 10,000,000

Total Project Costs $42,000,000

Financing Sources Amount Percent
ESD-Grant (#Y671) $1,500,000 4%
Company Equity  40,500,000    96%
 
Total Project Financing $42,000,000 100%

III. Project Description

A. Company

Industry: Manufacturer and developer of software solutions for the automotive 
retail industry 

Company History: Dealertrack Inc., a Cox Automotive brand, provides market-leading 
software and service solutions for automotive retail. Founded in 2001, 
their reputation for intuitive, insightful innovation began with the 
creation of their pioneering digital sales, finance and insurance products 
that automotive retailers rely on today. Dealertrack delivers a 
comprehensive suite of solutions including digital marketing, credit 
applications and financing, and post-sale services to many dealers in the 
United States.

Ownership: Dealertrack Inc. is a subsidiary of Cox Automotive, Inc., a privately-owned 
company

Size: Dealertrack Inc. has 588 employees and 127 contract employees in New 
York State
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Market: Dealertrack’s web-based software solutions and services enhance 
efficiency and profitability for all major segments of the automotive retail 
industry. While their primary customers are automotive dealers and 
lenders, customers also include aftermarket providers, original 
equipment manufacturers, and other service and information providers 
to the automotive retail industry. 

ESD Involvement: In 2013, Dealertrack began a search for a new location to accommodate 
the continuing expansion of their business in Long Island. The Company 
had expanded their facility in Dallas, Texas during the previous year and 
was considering a relocation to the Texas facility. To encourage the 
Company to proceed with the project in New York State, ESD made an 
offer of financial assistance which was accepted in December 2013.  
ESD’s offer of assistance, which included a $1,500,000 capital grant and 
up to $10,500,000 in Excelsior Jobs Program tax credits, was critical in the 
Company’s decision to keep operations in Long Island rather than 
relocating to Texas.

Competition: Texas

Past ESD Support: This is the Company’s first project with ESD.

B. The Project  

Completion: June 2017

Activity: The Company has constructed and equipped a state-of-the-art 230,000-
square-foot facility in North Hills to house their Long Island-based 
operations and headquarters.  The facility will allow the Company to 
accommodate continuing business growth and lower operating costs.

Results: Retain 535 existing jobs and create 157 new jobs.  The Company has 
already created 180 new jobs. 

Grantee Contact: Mike Nikolich, AVP Controller
6205 Peachtree Dunwoody Road
Atlanta, GA 30328
Phone: 678-645-2497
E-mail: Mike.Nikolich@coxautoinc. com

ESD Project No.: Y671
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Project Team: Origination Barry Greenspan
Project Management Laura Bartosik
Contractor & Supplier Diversity Danah Alexander
Finance Jonevan Hornsby
Environmental Soo Kang

C.  Financial Terms and Conditions

1. Upon execution of the grant disbursement agreement, the Company shall pay a 
commitment fee of 1% of the $1,500,000 capital grant ($15,000) and reimburse ESD for 
all out-of-pocket expenses incurred in connection with the project.

2. The Company will demonstrate no materially adverse changes in its financial condition 
prior to closing/disbursement. 

3. The Company will be required to contribute a minimum of 10% of the total project cost 
in the form of equity contributed. Equity is defined as cash injected into the project by 
the Company or by investors, and should be auditable through Company financial 
statements or Company accounts, if so requested by ESD.  Equity cannot be borrowed 
money secured by the assets in the project.

4. Prior to disbursement, the Company must employ at least the number of Full-time 
Permanent Employees set forth as the Baseline Employment in the table below. A Full-
time Permanent Employee shall mean (a) a full-time, permanent, private-sector 
employee on the Grantee’s payroll, who has worked at the Project Location for a 
minimum of thirty-five hours per week for not less than four consecutive weeks and 
who is entitled to receive the usual and customary fringe benefits extended by Grantee 
to other employees with comparable rank and duties; or (b) two part-time, permanent, 
private-sector employees on Grantee’s payroll, who have worked at the Project Location 
for a combined minimum of thirty-five hours per week for not less than four consecutive 
weeks and who are entitled to receive the usual and customary fringe benefits extended 
by Grantee to other employees with comparable rank and duties. A Contract Employee 
is a full-time private sector employee (or self-employed person) who is not on the 
Grantee’s payroll but who works exclusively for the Grantee at the Project Location for a 
minimum of 35 hours per week for not less than four consecutive weeks, providing 
services that would otherwise be provided by a Full-time Permanent Employee. The 
position held by a Full-time Contract Employee must be a year-round position.

5. Up to $1,500,000 will be disbursed to the Grantee in three installments as follows:
a)  an Initial Disbursement of an amount equal to 50% of the grant ($750,000) upon 

documentation of project costs totaling approximately $37,000,000, including 
documentation of either real estate acquisition expenses or a signed five year lease 
of approximately $20,000,000, total recipient Furniture, Fixtures and Equipment  
expenditures of approximately $5,000,000, and verification of landlord tenant 
renovations or tenant Furniture, Fixtures and Equipment expenditures totaling 
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$12,000,000, documentation of the employment of at least 585 Full-time Permanent 
Employees and Full-time Contract Employees(Employment Increment of 50)  at all 
locations in New York State, and a Certificate of Occupancy or other documentation 
verifying project completion as ESD may require, assuming that all project approvals 
have been completed and funds are available; 

b) a Second Disbursement of an amount equal to 25% of the grant ($375,000) will be 
disbursed upon documentation of the employment of at least 642 Full-time 
Permanent Employees and Full-time Contract Employees (Employment Increment of 
57) at all locations in New York State, and cumulative Recipient Furniture, Fixtures 
and Equipment expenditures totaling $10,000,000, provided Grantee is otherwise in 
compliance with program requirements; and

c) a Third Disbursement of an amount equal to 25% of the grant ($375,000) will be 
disbursed upon documentation of the employment of at least 692 Full-time 
Permanent Employees and Full-time Contract Employees (Employment Increment of 
50) at all locations in New York State, provided Grantee is otherwise in compliance 
with program requirements.

Payment will be made upon presentation to ESD of an invoice and such other 
documentation as ESD may reasonably require.  Expenses reimbursed by ESD’s grant 
must be incurred on or after December 9, 2013, to be considered eligible project costs.  
All disbursements must be requested by April 1, 2021. 

6. ESD may reallocate the project funds to another form of assistance, at an amount no 
greater than $1,500,000, for this project if ESD determines that the reallocation of the 
assistance would better serve the needs of the Company and the State of New York.  In 
no event shall the total amount of any assistance to be so reallocated exceed the total 
amount of assistance approved by the Directors.

7. In consideration for the making of the Grant, Grantee will achieve the Employment 
Goals set forth in Column B of the table below.  If the Full-time Permanent Employee 
Count for the year prior to the reporting date set forth in Column A of the table below is 
less than eighty-five percent (85%) of the Employment Goal set forth in Column B (an 
“Employment Shortfall”), then upon demand by ESD, Grantee shall be obligated to 
repay to ESD a portion of each disbursement of the Grant, as follows: 

The Recapture Amount is based on the time that has lapsed between when the Grant 
funds were disbursed and when the Employment Shortfall occurred. The Recapture 
Amount shall be calculated by aggregating the Recapture Amount for each 
disbursement of the Grant, which in each instance shall be equal to: 

(i) 100% of the disbursed amount if the Employment Shortfall occurred in the 
calendar year that the disbursement was made, or in the first full calendar year 
after the disbursement was made;

(ii) 80% of the disbursed amount if the Employment Shortfall occurred in the second 
full calendar year after the disbursement was made;

Master Page # 159 of 428 - NYS Urban Development Corporation Meeting 7/18/2019
________________________________________________________________________________



6

(iii) 60% of the disbursed amount if the Employment Shortfall occurred in the third 
full calendar year after the disbursement was made;

(iv) 40% of the disbursed amount if the Employment Shortfall occurred in the fourth 
full calendar year after the disbursement was made;

(v) 20% of the disbursed amount if the Employment Shortfall occurred in the fifth 
full calendar year after the disbursement was made.

The Grantee’s number of Full-time Permanent Employees shall be deemed to be the 
greater of the number as of the last payroll date in the month of December for such 
year or the average employment for the 12 month period computed by quarter.

 

535

A B

Reporting Date Employment Goals

February 1, 2020 535+X+Y+Z
February 1, 2021 535+X+Y+Z
February 1, 2022 535+X+Y+Z
February 1, 2023 535+X+Y+Z

Baseline Employment

X = Grantee's Employment Increment that will be the basis of the First Disbursement of the Grant as 
described in section C.5 above (i.e. X=50, and Employment Goals shall equal [535 + X = 585] if the First 
Disbursement is made, in the year such disbursement is made and for each year thereafter).  If the First 
Disbursement has not yet been made then X=0.
Y = Grantee's Employment Increment that will be the basis of the Second Disbursement of the Grant as 
described in section C.5 above (i.e. Y=57, and Employment Goals shall equal [535 + X +Y = 642] if the 
Second Disbursement is made, in the year such disbursement is made and for each year thereafter).  If 
the Second Disbursement has not yet been made then Y=0.
Z = Grantee’s Employment Increment that will be the basis of the Third Disbursement of the Grant as 
described in section C.5 above (i.e. Z=50, and Employment Goals shall equal [535 + X + Y + Z = 692] if the 
Third Disbursement is made, in the year such disbursement is made and for each year thereafter).  If 
the Third Disbursement has not yet been made then Z=0. 

IV. Statutory Basis

1. The proposed project would promote the economic health of New York State by 
facilitating the creation or retention of jobs or would increase activity within a 
municipality or region of the state or would enhance or help to maintain the economic 
viability of family farms.
As a result of this project, the Company will maintain its employment level of 535 and 
create 157 new jobs. 
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2. The proposed project would be unlikely to take place in New York State without the 
requested assistance.
Without ESD assistance, this project would likely have been relocated to an existing 
facility in Texas.

3. The project is reasonably likely to accomplish its stated objectives and the likely benefits 
of the project exceed costs.

Business Investment Project
Benefit-Costs Evaluations are used in evaluating projects that are categorized as 
Business Investment, Infrastructure Investment, and Economic Growth Investment and 
that involve 1) job retention and/or creation and/or 2) construction-related activity.  For 
Business Investment projects, benefits typically reflect the impact of both jobs and 
construction-related activity.  For Infrastructure Investment and Economic Growth 
Investment projects, which generate long-term benefits not captured in the period of 
analysis and may involve no permanent job commitments, the estimated benefits 
typically reflect only construction-related activity. 

Evaluated over a seven-year period, the following are anticipated project impacts (dollar 
values are present value):
 Fiscal benefits to NYS government from the project are estimated at $25,971,683;
 Fiscal cost to NYS government is estimated at $8,911,121;
 Project cost to NYS government per direct job is $26,789;
 Project cost to NYS government per job (direct plus indirect) is estimated at $17,604;
 Ratio of project fiscal benefits to costs to NYS government is 2.91:1;
 Fiscal benefits to all governments (state and local) are estimated at $47,291,739;
 Fiscal cost to all governments is $8,911,121;
 All government cost per direct job is $26,789;
 All government cost per total job is $17,604;
 The fiscal benefit to cost ratio for all governments is 5.31:1;
 Economic benefits (fiscal plus total net resident disposable income from project 

employment) are estimated at $273,639,353, or $540,575 per job (direct and 
indirect); 

 The economic benefit to cost ratio is 30.71:1;
 Project construction cost is $12,000,000, which is expected to generate 82 direct job 

years and 52 indirect job years of employment;
 For every permanent direct job generated by this project, an additional 0.54 indirect 

jobs are anticipated in the state’s economy;
 The payback period for NYS costs is one year.

 See Project Summary Benefit-Cost Evaluation (attached) for detail and definitions.

4. The requirements of Section 10(g) of the Act are satisfied.
No residential relocation is required because there are no families or individuals residing 
on the site.
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V. Environmental Review 

ESD staff has determined that, although the funding of this project by ESD may constitute an 
“action” as defined by the State Environmental Quality Review Act (“SEQRA”), the project itself 
has been previously completed.  ESD’s action in the funding decision will not alter the adverse 
environmental impacts, if any, of the project as completed.  ESD staff accordingly believes that 
funding the completed project will not have any significant adverse impacts on 
the environment.  Therefore, it is recommended that the Directors make a Determination of No 
Significant Effect on the Environment.

VI. Non-Discrimination and Contractor & Supplier Diversity 

ESD’s Non-discrimination and Contractor & Supplier Diversity policies will apply to this Project.  
The Grantee shall be required to use Good Faith Efforts (pursuant to 5 NYCRR §142.8) to 
achieve an overall Minority-and Women-owned Business Enterprise (“MWBE”) Participation 
Goal of 50%, Minority Business Enterprise (“MBE”) Participation Goal of 32% and a Women 
Business Enterprise (“WBE”) Participation Goal of 18% related to the total value of ESD’s 
funding and to solicit and utilize MWBEs for any contractual opportunities generated in 
connection with the Project.

Vll. ESD Financial Assistance Subject to Availability of Funds and Additional Approval

The provision of ESD financial assistance is contingent upon the availability of funds and the 
approval of the State Division of the Budget. 

Vlll. Additional Submissions to Directors

Resolutions
New York State Map
Benefit-Cost Analysis  
Project Finance Memorandum
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July 18, 2019

North Hills (Long Island Region – Nassau County) – Dealertrack Technologies Capital – 
Empire State Economic Development Fund Capital – Findings and Determinations 
Pursuant to Sections 16-m and 10(g) of the Act; Authorization to Adopt the Proposed 
General Project Plan; Authorization to Make a Grant and to Take Related Actions

RESOLVED, that on the basis of the materials presented to this meeting, a copy of which is 
hereby ordered filed with the records of the Corporation, relating to the Dealertrack 
Technologies Capital -- Empire State Economic Development Fund Capital Project (the 
“Project”), the Corporation hereby determines pursuant to Sections 16-m and 10(g) of the New 
York State Urban Development Corporation Act of 1968, as amended (the “Act”), that 

1. The proposed project would promote the economic health of New York State by 
facilitating the creation or retention of jobs or would increase activity within a 
municipality or region of the state or would enhance or help to maintain the economic 
viability of family farms;

2. The project would be unlikely to take place in New York State without the requested 
assistance;

3. The project is reasonably likely to accomplish its stated objectives and that the likely 
benefits of the project exceed costs;

4. There are no families or individuals to be displaced from the project area; and be it further 

RESOLVED, that the Corporation does hereby adopt, subject to the requirements of Section 
16(2) of the Act, the proposed General Project Plan (the “Plan”) for the Project submitted to 
this meeting, together with such changes therein as the President and Chief Executive Officer of 
the Corporation or his designee(s) may deem appropriate, a copy of which Plan, together with 
such changes, is hereby ordered filed with the records of the Corporation; and be it further

RESOLVED, that upon written finding of the President and Chief Executive Officer of the 
Corporation  or his designee(s) that no substantive negative testimony or comment has been 
received at the public hearing held on the Plan, such Plan shall be effective at the conclusion of 
such hearing, and that upon such written finding being made, the President and Chief Executive 
Officer of the Corporation or his designee(s) be, and each of them hereby is, authorized to 
make to Dealertrack Inc. a grant for a total amount not to exceed One Million Five Hundred 
Thousand Dollars ($1,500,000) from the Empire State Economic Development Fund, for the 
purposes, and substantially on the terms and conditions, set forth in the materials presented to 
this meeting, with such changes as the President and Chief Executive Officer of the Corporation 
or his designee(s) may deem appropriate, subject to the availability of funds and the approval 
of the State Division of the Budget; and be it further
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RESOLVED, that the President and Chief Executive Officer of the Corporation or his designee(s) 
be, subsequent to the making of the grant, and each of them hereby is, authorized to take such 
actions and make such modifications to the terms of the grant as he or she may deem 
necessary or appropriate in the administration of the grant; and be it further

RESOLVED, that the provision of ESD financial assistance is expressly contingent upon: (1) the 
approval of the Public Authorities Control Board, if applicable, and (2) receipt of all other 
necessary approvals; and be it further

RESOLVED, that the President and Chief Executive Officer or his designee(s) be, and each of 
them hereby is, authorized in the name and on behalf of the Corporation to execute and deliver 
any and all documents and to take all actions as he or she may in his or her sole discretion 
consider to be necessary or proper to effectuate the foregoing resolutions.

*  *  *
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«Project_Name»
«Project_Town»
«Project_County» County

Dealertrack Inc. Capital
North Hills
Nassau County
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Project Summary
Benefit-Cost Evaluation1

Dealertrack Technologies – Business Investment

Benefit-Costs Evaluations are used in evaluating projects that are categorized as Business Investment, 
Infrastructure Investment, and Economic Growth Investment and that involve 1) job retention and/or creation 
and/or 2) construction-related activity.  For Business Investment projects, benefits reported in the table below 
typically reflect the impact of both jobs and construction-related activity.  For Infrastructure Investment and 
Economic Growth Investment projects, which generate long-term benefits not captured in the period of analysis 
and may involve no permanent job commitments, the table typically reflects only construction-related activity. 
Benchmarks for each type of project are noted in the footnotes. 

Initial Jobs:  535 Construction Job Years (Direct): 82
New Jobs:  157 over five years Construction Job Years (Indirect): 52

Project Results NYS Gov’t. Project Results State & Local 
Evaluation Statistics NYS Gov’t. Benchmarks2 State & Local Government

Government Benchmarks 

Fiscal Costs3 $8,911,121            $794,250 $8,911,121            $1,020,500 
Fiscal Benefits4 $25,971,683    $2,085,600 $47,291,739            $4,271,980 

Fiscal Cost /Direct Job $26,789               $3,000 $26,789                   $4,110 
Fiscal Cost/Total Jobs $17,604               $1,424 $17,604                  $1,964 

Fiscal B/C Ratio 2.91 7.00 5.31 10.60
Project Benchmarks
Results

Economic Benefits5 $273,639,353          $119,468,000 
Econ. Benefits/Total Jobs $540,575               $147,600 

Economic B/C Ratio 30.71                     75.00

1 Dollar values are present value calculated over a 7-year period. Separate evaluations are made and reported for 
New York State government assistance alone and for State and Local government.

2 The current project evaluation results (both fiscal and economic) are compared to performance measure 
benchmarks based on results of a sample of ESD non-retail projects.  Business Investment project benchmarks are 
7.00 (Fiscal) and 75.00 (Economic). Infrastructure Investment (or Economic Growth Investment) project 
benchmarks are 3.00 (Fiscal) and 30.00 (Economic). 

3 Fiscal cost includes the value of grants, loans and associated default risks, and discretionary subsidies (such as tax 
exemptions or abatements on sales, property, and interest income).

4 Fiscal benefits are the loan repayments and tax revenues to New York State and Local governments generated by 
project activity. This includes estimated taxes on personal incomes from project direct and indirect employment, 
corporate and business incomes, excise and user taxes, property taxes, and other taxes.

5 Economic benefits are estimated project benefits measuring fiscal flows to government plus net resident 
disposable income from project direct and indirect employment net of transfers, without adjusting for individual 
income earners’ opportunity cost of employment.
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FOR CONSIDERATION 
July 18, 2019

TO: The Directors

FROM: Howard A. Zemsky

SUBJECT: Market NY Grant Program – Market New York (Working Capital Grant)

REQUEST FOR: Findings and Determinations Pursuant to Section 10(g) of the Act; 
Authorization to Make a Grant and to Take Related Actions 

I. Project Summary

Project Name Project # Grantee Assistance up 
to

Market New York Program

A. Long Island LGBT - Pride on the 
Beach 2019 Working Capital 132,621

Long Island LGBT Health & 
Human Services d/b/a LGBT 
Network

$375,000

TOTAL MARKET NY PROJECT-1 TOTAL $375,000

ESD* Investment: Up to a total of $375,000 from Market NY Round 8 to be used for a 
tourism working capital project in the Long Island region of New York 
State 

* The New York State Urban Development Corporation doing business as 
Empire State Development (“ESD” or the “Corporation”)

Project Locations: Statewide - See Schedule A attached

Proposed Projects: See Schedule A attached

Regional Council:  Each respective Regional Economic Development Council has been 
made aware of, and has endorsed, the relevant proposed project(s).
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Anticipated
Appropriation
Source(s): Market New York Program

II. Project Cost and Financing Sources

See Schedule A attached.

III. Project Description

A. Background

Rounds 7 & 8 of the Regional Council Consolidating Funding Application both included up to 
$15 million for Market New York, Round 6 included $13.5 million, Rounds 4 & 5 up to $12 
million and Round 3 had a total available of up to $10 million for a program that will support 
regionally themed New York focused projects.  Market New York will help to bolster tourism 
growth by promoting tourism destinations, attractions, and special events. 

Funding is available for projects intended to increase tourism in a community or region.  Grant 
funding will be allocated among the ten regions, each represented by a Regional Council, based 
on each Regional Council‘s development and implementation of a five-year strategic plan that 
sets out a comprehensive vision for economic development and specific strategies to 
implement that vision.  Funding will be allocated to projects, including priority projects 
identified by the regional councils, identified as significant, regionally supported and capable of 
stimulating economic investment through attraction of tourists to the dedicated area.

B. The Project

ESD will make available $375,000 from Round 8 to fund one working capital project.  The 
grantees have identified and prioritized Regional Marketing and Capital Tourism projects that 
support the Regional Economic Development Council’s strategic plans for tourism and will 
coordinate with New York State’s “I LOVE NEW YORK” tourism division to maximize the overall 
program impact statewide.  The Market NY Grantee will carry out its Regional Marketing 
Tourism project as described in the individual project description as set forth in Schedule A 
attached. 

ESD Project No’s.: See Table Above

Project Team: Project Management See schedule A attached
Program Director Kelly Baquerizo
Contractor & Supplier Diversity Geraldine Ford
Environmental Soo Kang
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Financial Terms and Conditions 

ESD may reallocate the project funds to another form of assistance, at an amount no greater 
than $375,000 for the projects, if ESD determines that reallocation of the assistance would 
better serve the needs of the Grantee and the State of New York.  In no event shall the total 
amount of any assistance to be so reallocated exceed the total amount of assistance approved 
by the Directors.

IV. Statutory Basis 

Market New York Program- DED

The funding was authorized in the 2018-2019 New York State budget and reappropriated in the 
2019-2020 New York State budget. No residential relocation is required as there are no families 
or individuals residing on the site.

V. Environmental Review

Unless otherwise noted on a project summary attached as Schedule A, ESD staff has 
determined that the projects described in Schedule A either constitute Type II actions or do not 
constitute actions as defined by the New York State Environmental Quality Review Act 
(“SEQRA”) and the implementing regulations of the New York State Department of 
Environmental Conservation.  No further environmental review is required in connection with 
the projects.

VI. Non-Discrimination and Contractor & Supplier Diversity

ESD’s Non-discrimination and Contractor Diversity policies will apply to the projects.  Each 
Grantee shall be required to use good faith efforts to achieve an overall Minority and Women 
Business Enterprise (“MWBE”) Participation Goal, each project has been assigned an individual 
goal by the Office of Contractor & Supplier Diversity based on the elements of the individual 
project and related to the total value of ESD’s funding and to solicit and utilize MWBEs for any 
contractual opportunities generated in connection with the project.

VII. ESD Employment Enforcement Policy

ESD's Employment Enforcement Policy will not apply since these projects will not directly create 
or retain jobs.

VIII. ESD Financial Assistance Subject to Availability of Funds and Additional Approval

The provision of ESD financial assistance is contingent upon the availability of funds and the 
approval of the State Division of the Budget. 
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IX. Requested Actions

The Directors are requested to: (1) make the findings and determination required by Section 
10(g) of the UDC Act; and (2) authorize the making of the grants which are the subject of these 
materials.

Recommendation

Based on the foregoing, I recommend approval of the requested actions. 

Additional Submissions to Directors

Resolutions
Schedule A
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July 18, 2019

Statewide – Market New York Program (Working Capital Grant) – Findings and 
Determinations Pursuant to Section 10(g) of the Act; Authorization to Make a Grant and 
to Take Related Actions

RESOLVED, that on the basis of the materials presented to this meeting, a copy of which is 
hereby ordered filed with the records of the Corporation, relating to the Market New York 
Program Project identified below (the “Project”), the Corporation hereby determines pursuant 
to Section 10(g) of the New York State Urban Development Corporation Act of 1968, as 
amended (the “Act”), that there are no families or individuals to be displaced from the project 
area; and be it further

RESOLVED, that the President and Chief Executive Officer of the Corporation or his designee(s) 
be, subsequent to the making of the grant, and each of them hereby is, authorized to take such 
actions and make such modifications to the terms of the grant as he or she may deem 
necessary or appropriate in the administration of the grant; and be it further

RESOLVED, that the provision of ESD financial assistance is expressly contingent upon: (1) the 
approval of the Public Authorities Control Board, if applicable; (2) receipt of all other necessary 
approvals;  and (3) receipt of funds;  and be it further

Market New York Program 

Project Name Project # Grantee Assistance up 
to

Market New York Program

A. Long Island LGBT - Pride on the 
Beach 2019 Working Capital 132,621

Long Island LGBT Health & 
Human Services d/b/a LGBT 
Network

$375,000

TOTAL MARKET NY PROJECT-1 TOTAL $375,000

and be it further

RESOLVED, that the President and Chief Executive Officer of the Corporation or his designee(s) 
be, and each of them hereby is, authorized in the name and on behalf of the Corporation to 
execute and deliver any and all documents and to take all actions as he or she may in his or her 
sole discretion consider to be necessary or proper to effectuate the foregoing resolutions.

* * *
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A. Long Island LGBT - Pride on the Beach 2019 Working Capital (132,621/MNYAD117)
July 18, 2019

Grantee: Long Island LGBT Health & Human Services d/b/a LGBT Network (the 
“Organization”)

ESD Investment: A grant of up to $375,000 to be used for a portion of the cost of regional 
tourism marketing funding 

Proposed Project: Promote a weeklong series of attractions including Pride on the Beach 
weekend and new Pride Week activities; a digital domestic marketing and 
advertising effort promoting Long Island's ecotourism and agritourism 
assets will encourage out-of-state LGBT tourism to Long Island

Project Type: Working Capital

Regional Council: The Long Island Regional Economic Development Council has been made 
aware of this project. The Incentive Offer was accepted in April 2019. The 
project is consistent with the Regional Plan to promote tourism within 
the Long Island Region and across New York State. 

Background:

Industry – Activism, Community Service

Organizational History – The LGBT Network began in 1993 as the Long Island Gay and 
Lesbian Youth, Inc., with the focus of serving the lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender 
(“LGBT”) youth population throughout Long Island. In 2005, the Organization expanded 
and formed the LGBT Network to include services and programs to serve the LGBT 
community from teenagers to adults. The Organization’s community centers help LGBT 
people be themselves, stay healthy, and change the world. Since 1993, the LGBT 
Network has been pioneering advocacy and social change to create safe spaces where 
LGBT people live, learn, work, and play.

The LGBT Network operates Long Island’s four community centers which are located in 
Suffolk, The Center at Hauppauge; East End, The Hamptons LGBT Center, and the 
Queens LGBT Community Center (Q-Center) in Little Neck.

Ownership – LGBT Network is a not-for-profit organization.

ESD Involvement – A $375,000 grant from the Market NY Grant Program

Past ESD Support – The grantee has received the following ESD funding in the past five 
years:
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Long Island LGBT - Pride on the Beach 2019 Working Capital (132,621/MNYAD117)
July 18, 2019

Program Project # Amount
Date Start (ESD 

Director’s Approval 
Date)

Date End (Project 
Completion 

Contract 
Expiration)

Purpose

Market NY 
Program

AB500 $300,000 April 20, 2017 December 31, 2018
Working Capital 
Grant-Promote 

Tourism in LI

Market NY 
Program

AC668 $103,125 June 28, 2018 December 31, 2019
Working Capital 
Grant-Promote 

Tourism in LI

The Project:

Completion date – December 2020

Activity – LGBT Network will use grant funds to leverage a tourism surge from World 
Pride, Stonewall 50 through the coordination and marketing of World Pride Long Island, 
a weeklong series of attractions including its Pride on the Beach weekend and new Pride 
Week activities. A digital domestic marketing and advertising effort promoting Long 
Island's ecotourism and agritourism assets will drive out-of-state LGBT tourism to Long 
Island.

Results – The Organization’s overall goals are to increase the number of visitors to Long 
Island for this event. Success will be measured by measuring the following metrics:

 Number of new out-of-state contacts obtained through online inquires and 
submissions

 Number of hotel rooms booked for the weekend of Pride on the Beach and 
during the week of Pride Week

 Increase in June 2019 hotel occupancy rates
 Number of event registrations for tickets Pride on the Beach events i.e. Beach 

Club, The Rooftop Party, etc.; as well as registrations for Pride Week excursions 
and activities, i/e/ Riverhead Aquarium, Wine Tasting at vineyards, LGBT mixers.

 Number of “I’m going” participants for Pride on the Beach and Pride Week on 
Facebook event page.

 Number of press and media mentions and coverage for World Pride Long Island 
including Pride on the Beach and Pride Week both in and out of New York State.

 Number of event attendees and registrations for all events and activities. 

Upon completion of the project, the Grantee will furnish a final report describing the 
impact and effectiveness of the project.
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Long Island LGBT - Pride on the Beach 2019 Working Capital (132,621/MNYAD117)
July 18, 2019

Grantee Contact- David Kilmnick, CEO
125 Kennedy Drive, Suite 100
Hauppauge, NY 11788
Phone: (516) 323-0011 
E-mail: david@lgbtnetwork. org

Project Team- Origination Kelly Rabideau-Baquerizo
Project Management Jenna Krzyzak
Contractor & Supplier Diversity Danah Alexander
Environmental Soo Kang

Financial Terms and Conditions: 

1. Grantee will be obligated to advise ESD of any materially adverse changes in its financial 
conditions prior to disbursement.

2. The Grantee will be required to contribute a minimum of 25% of the total project cost in the 
form of a match that can consist of local, federal, foundational or other organizations’ fund. 
Other State funds (including other funding from ESD), “in-kind” matches/donations and 
salaries/wages/fringe benefits are not an eligible match for this requirement. The match 
must be committed and specifically shown in the project budget.  Grantee’s affirmation of 
these Directors’ materials will be considered by ESD as validation of this committed 
matching requirement. 

3. Up to $375,000 will be disbursed, no more frequently than quarterly, and in proportion to 
ESD’s funding share, to Grantee upon documentation of eligible project expenditures, and 
presentation to ESD of an invoice and such other documentation as ESD may reasonably 
require (including the mandatory project measurements/metrics form and documentation 
included in the Grant Disbursement Agreement). 

Expenses must be incurred on or after December 18, 2018, to be considered eligible project 
costs.  The project must be completed by December 31, 2020. All disbursements require 
compliance with program requirements and must be requested by no later than April 2021.  

Financing Uses Amount Financing Sources Amount Percent
Multi-Media Marketing $60,000 ESD Grant $375,000 75%
Design & Media Buying 35,000 Grantee Equity 125,000 25%
Video Production 20,000
Event Production 278,545
Event: Site Expenses 61,000
Administration 45,455
Total Project Costs $500,000 Total Project Financing $500,000 100%
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Long Island LGBT - Pride on the Beach 2019 Working Capital (132,621/MNYAD117)
July 18, 2019

As stated, it is expected that reimbursement shall be in proportion to ESD’s funding share.  
Thus, for each payment request, a match should be shown in proportion to Grantee’s 
overall share of project costs.

4. ESD may reallocate the project funds to another form of assistance, at an amount no 
greater than $375,000 for this project if ESD determines that the reallocation of the 
assistance would better serve the needs of the Grantee and the State of New York.  In no 
event shall the total amount of any assistance to be so reallocated exceed the total amount 
of assistance approved by ESD.

5. All projects should align with I Love NY marketing.  It is required that all projects use the I 
LOVE NY logo with all marketing and promotion elements paid with Market NY Funds for 
the awarded project.  Any use of the I LOVE NEW YORK logo must be approved by ESD and 
conform to ESD guidelines. Additionally, In the event I LOVE NY/NYS Division of Tourism 
chooses to have a presence at events in connection with this grant, no further funds shall be 
exchanged for a sponsorship or space fee

Non-Discrimination and Contractor & Supplier Diversity:
ESD’s Non-discrimination & Contractor and Supplier Diversity policies will apply to the project. 
The Recipient shall be required to use Good Faith Efforts (pursuant to 5 NYCRR §142.8) to 
achieve an overall Minority and Women Business Enterprise (MWBE) participation goal of 30% 
related to the total value of the qualifying expenditures totaling $295,159.  The MWBE 
participation in relation to ESD funding shall be no less than $88,548. Recipient is required to 
actively solicit and utilize MWBEs for any contractual opportunities generated in connection 
with the project.   A further explanation of the MWBE requirements is attached hereto.

Pursuant to New York State Executive Law Article 17-B, ESD recognizes its obligation under the 
law to promote opportunities for maximum feasible participation of certified Service Disabled 
Veteran-Owned Businesses (SDVOBs) in the performance of ESD contracts.  ESD’s Office of 
Contractor and Supplier Diversity has reviewed the project and has determined that there 
exists no potential for SDVOB participation.  As such, participation goals will not be established 
or required for this project.

Statutory Basis – Market New York Program:
The funding was authorized in the 2018-2019 New York State budget and reappropriated in the 
2019-2020 New York State budget.  No residential relocation is required as there are no families 
or individuals residing on the site.

Disclosure and Accountability Certifications: 
The Grantee has provided ESD with the required Disclosure and Accountability Certifications. 
Grantee’s certifications indicate that Grantee has no conflict of interest or good standing 
violations and, therefore, staff recommends that the Corporation authorize the grant to the 
Grantee as described in these materials.
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FOR CONSIDERATION
July 18, 2019

TO: The Directors

FROM: Howard A. Zemsky

SUBJECT: Non-Discretionary Projects

REQUEST FOR: Findings and Determinations Pursuant to Section 10(g) of the Act; 
Authorization to Adopt the Proposed General Project Plan; Authorization to 
Make a Grant and to Take Related Actions; Determination of No Significant 
Effect on the Environment

______________________________________________________________________________

Attached is the summary of the projects sponsored by the New York State Executive and 
Legislative branches:

Project Name Project # Grantee Assistance up 
to

Local Assistance Base Retention 
(Senate)

A. Niagara County Fiber-Optic 
Capital 

132,233 Niagara County $400,000

TOTAL NON-DISCRETIONARY 
PROJECTS - 1 TOTAL $400,000

I.  Statutory Basis

The project was sponsored by the Executive, Assembly or Senate, and was authorized or 
reappropriated in the 2019-2020 New York State budget.  No residential relocation is required 
as there are no families or individuals residing on the site(s).

II. Environmental Review

Unless otherwise noted on a project summary, ESD* staff has determined that the projects 
constitute Type II actions as defined by the New York State Environmental Quality Review Act 
and the implementing regulations for the New York State Department of Environmental 
Conservation.  No further environmental review is required in connection with the projects.

___________________
* The NYS Urban Development Corporation d/b/a as Empire State Development ("ESD" or the "Corporation")
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III. Non-Discrimination and Contractor & Supplier Diversity

Pursuant to New York State Executive Law Article 15-A, ESD recognizes its obligation under the 
law to promote opportunities for maximum feasible participation of certified minority and 
women-owned businesses in the performance of ESD contracts. Accordingly, ESD’s 
Non-discrimination and Contractor & Supplier Diversity policy will apply to the projects.  Unless 
otherwise specified in the project summary, Grantees shall use their Good Faith Efforts to 
achieve an overall Minority and Women Business Enterprise (“MWBE”) Participation Goal of 
30% related to the total value of ESD’s funding.  This shall include a Minority Business 
Enterprise (“MBE”) Participation goal of 15% and a Women Business Enterprise (“WBE”) 
Participation goal of 15%.  Grantees shall use Good Faith Efforts to solicit and utilize MWBEs for 
any contractual opportunities generated in connection with the projects and to include 
minorities and women in any job opportunities created by the projects.

IV. ESD Employment Enforcement Policy

Unless otherwise noted on a project summary, the ESD Employment Enforcement Policy will 
not apply since the projects will not directly create or retain jobs.

V. ESD Financial Assistance Subject to Availability of Funds and Additional Approval

The provision of ESD financial assistance is contingent upon the availability of funds and the 
approval of the State Division of the Budget. 

VI.  Additional Requirements

Pursuant to direction received from the New York State Office of the Attorney General (“OAG”), 
individual project summaries may be subject to comment and approval by the OAG.

Due diligence has been exercised by ESD staff in reviewing information and documentation 
received from grantees/borrowers and other sources, in preparation for bringing projects to 
the ESD Directors for approval.  The due diligence process also involves coordination with a 
number of external constituents, including the OAG, and grantees/borrowers have provided 
ESD with the required Disclosure and Accountability Certifications.

Also, pursuant to s.2879-a of the Public Authorities Law, the Office of the State Comptroller 
(“OSC”) has notified the Corporation that it will review all grant disbursement agreements 
(“GDAs”) of more than one million dollars ($1 million) that are supported with funds from the 
Community Projects Fund (“007”).  Such GDAs, therefore, will not become valid and 
enforceable unless approved by the OSC.  A clause providing for OSC review will be included in 
all GDAs that are subject to such approval. 
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VII. Additional Submissions to Directors

Resolutions
Project Summary
New York State Map
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July 18, 2019

Local Assistance – Findings and Determinations Pursuant to Section 10(g) of the Act; 
Authorization to Adopt the Proposed General Project Plan; Authorization to Make a 
Grant and to Take Related Actions

______________________________________________________________________________

RESOLVED, that on the basis of these materials, a copy of which is hereby ordered filed with the 
records of the Corporation, relating to the Local Assistance Projects identified below (the 
“Project”), the Corporation hereby determines pursuant to Section 10(g) of the New York State 
Urban Development Corporation Act of 1968, as amended (the “Act”), that there are no 
families or individuals to be displaced from the project area(s); and be it further

RESOLVED, that the President and Chief Executive Officer of the Corporation or his designee(s) 
be, and each of them hereby is, authorized to a make a grant to the party and for the amount 
listed below from the Local Assistance program, for the purposes, and substantially on the 
terms and conditions, set forth in the materials presented to this meeting, with such changes as 
the President and Chief Executive Officer of the Corporation or his designee(s) may deem 
appropriate, subject to the availability of funds and the approval of the State Division of the 
Budget; and be it further

RESOLVED, that the Corporation does hereby adopt, subject to the requirements of Section 
16(2) of the Act, the proposed General Project Plan (the “Plan”) for the Project submitted to 
this meeting, together with such changes therein as the President and Chief Executive Officer of 
the Corporation or his designee(s) may deem appropriate, a copy of which Plan, together with 
such changes, are hereby ordered filed with the records of the Corporation; and be it further

RESOLVED, that upon written finding of the President and Chief Executive Officer of the 
Corporation  or his designee(s) that no substantive negative testimony or comment has been 
received at the public hearing held on the Plan, such Plan shall be effective at the conclusion of 
such hearing, and that upon such written finding being made, the President and Chief Executive 
Officer of the Corporation or his designee(s) be, and each of them hereby is, authorized to 
make to Niagara County a grant for a total amount not to exceed Four Hundred Thousand 
Dollars ($400,000) from the Local Assistance Base Retention Program, for the purposes, and 
substantially on the terms and conditions, set forth in the materials presented to this meeting, 
with such changes as the President and Chief Executive Officer of the Corporation or his 
designee(s) may deem appropriate, subject to the availability of funds and the approval of the 
State Division of the Budget; and be it further

RESOLVED, that the President and Chief Executive Officer of the Corporation or his designee(s) 
be, subsequent to the making of the grant, and each of them hereby is, authorized to take such 
actions and make such modifications to the terms of the grant as he or she may deem 
necessary or appropriate in the administration of the grant; and be it further 
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RESOLVED, that the provision of ESD financial assistance is expressly contingent upon: (1) the 
approval of the Public Authorities Control Board, if applicable; (2) receipt of all other necessary 
approvals; and (3) receipt of funds

Local Assistance – Senate – Project Summary Table

Project Name Project # Grantee Assistance up 
to

Local Assistance Base 
Retention (Senate)

A. Niagara County Fiber-Optic 
Capital 

132,233 Niagara County $400,000

TOTAL NON-DISCRETIONARY 
PROJECTS - 1 TOTAL $400,000

and be it further

RESOLVED, that the President and Chief Executive Officer of the Corporation or his designee(s) 
be, and each of them hereby is, authorized in the name and on behalf of the Corporation to 
execute and deliver any and all documents and to take all actions as he or she may in his or her 
sole discretion consider to be necessary or proper to effectuate the foregoing resolutions.

*  *  *
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A. Niagara County Fiber-Optic Capital (132,233) 
July 18, 2019

General Project Plan

Grantee: Niagara County (“Niagara” or the “County”)

Beneficiary 
Company:                Niagara Frontier Transportation Authority (“NFTA”)

ESD Investment: A grant of up to $400,000 to be used for a portion of the cost to design 
and construct a new fiber-optic network serving the Niagara Falls 
International Airport and adjacent business locations.

Project Locations: Niagara Falls Air Reserve Station, Wheatfield, Niagara County
Niagara Falls International Airport, Wheatfield, Niagara County

Proposed Project: Design and construction of a fiber-optic network serving the Niagara 
Falls International Airport and adjacent business locations.

Project Type: Technological infrastructure development

Regional Council: The Western New York Regional Economic Development Council has 
been made aware of this item.  

Background:

Industry – Municipality

Grantee History – Niagara County was founded in 1808, when it was subdivided from 
Genesee County. It is located in the northwestern part of the New York State, bordered 
by Orleans County to the east, Erie County to the south, the Niagara River and Canada 
to the west, and Lake Ontario and Canada to the north. It is most recognized as the 
home of Niagara Falls, one of the Seven Wonders of the Natural World.

The main industries in Niagara County are manufacturing, tourism, healthcare, and 
agriculture. Since 1868, the Niagara region has produced the Niagara grape, and is the 
source of most American white grape juice. Viticulture has also begun to take place in 
the county with several wineries opening below the escarpment. Through the creation 
of the Niagara Wine Trail, the region has seen an improvement to the depressed 
economy as tourism has flourished. 

Ownership – Municipality
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Niagara County Fiber-Optic Capital (132,233) 
July 18, 2019

Size - Niagara County is comprised of three cities (Lockport, Niagara Falls, and North 
Tonawanda), 12 towns, and five villages. As of the 2010 Census, the County has a 
population of 216,469.

ESD Involvement - A $400,000 appropriation was included in the 2018 – 2019 New York 
State budget. 

Past ESD Support - This is the Grantee’s first project with ESD in the past five years.

The Project:

Completion – December 2021

Activity - In 2015, Niagara County had completed a broadband assessment feasibility 
study (the “Study”) for the County with a technology consultant. With a focus on the 
availability of broadband service and fiber-optic infrastructure around Niagara Falls, the 
goal of the Study was to identify existing internet service providers (“ISPs”), service 
levels, stakeholder needs, and infrastructure locations. The information was then used 
to identify opportunities to leverage fiber-optic broadband as an economic 
development tool for business growth around the airport. 

In 2009, at an estimated cost of $42.5 million, the Niagara Falls International Airport 
constructed a new 69,430-square-feet two-story terminal with four gates. The airport 
serves approximately 233,302 passengers a year; 65% of the aircraft operations is from 
general aviation, 26% from military, 7% air taxi, and 3% airline. The airport experienced 
a 12.24% increase in travelers from 2014 to 2015. Approximately 80% of the passenger 
traffic at the airport comes from Canada.

The study found a limited number of ISPs in Niagara, particularly in the fiber-optic 
broadband market, and there was a reliance on one company for internet service, 
resulting in abnormally high service costs due to the limited market competition. The 
Study ultimately recommended developing a business plan for an airport fiber-optic 
network, owned and operated by airport stakeholders. 

The Study also found that the New York State Department of Transportation plans to 
extend a fiber-optic cable down Niagara Falls Boulevard from I-190 to Williams Road 
near the entrance to the Niagara Falls airport. As a state transportation agency, the 
NFTA can use this infrastructure at no cost. After connecting to this regional fiber-optic 
network, internet service costs can be further reduced. This network will connect the 
former Niagara Falls U.S. Army Reserve Center, soon to be Niagara Falls Airport Center 
of Commerce and the WNY First Response & Preparedness Center, NFTA’s airport 
maintenance facilities, Calspan Corporation, Calspan Air Services, the former and new 
NFIA terminal, along with the multi-tenant Niagara Industrial Suites, Rainbow Industrial 
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Niagara County Fiber-Optic Capital (132,233) 
July 18, 2019

Suites, and Wheatfield Business Park.  The fiber-optic network will be owned and 
operated by the Niagara Frontier Transportation Authority.

Results - The project will achieve a number of measurable results and have a positive 
economic impact on the area. Chiefly, the project will increase bandwidth, improve 
network reliability, and decrease the network services costs for the NFTA and airport 
tenants. Additionally, the project will include the further retention of the Niagara Falls 
Air Reserve Station.  

The availability of ultra-high-speed broadband will also attract higher quality 
development to the airport business corridor. Portions of this corridor are vacant, 
underutilized, and/or distressed and this project will contribute considerably to the 
economic revitalization of the area. A limited number of new private sector positions 
will be created to manage network operations, along with temporary construction jobs 
during the construction process. During the spending on the conduit, fiber-optic cable, 
and network equipment, the monies will flow into the local economy.

Upon completion of the project, the Grantee will furnish a final report describing the 
impact and effectiveness of the project.

Grantee Contact -        Michael Casale
Commissioner
Niagara County Department of Economic Development
175 Hawley Street
Lockport, New York 14094
Phone: (716) 278-8750
E-mail: Michael.Casale@niagaracounty. com 

Financing Uses Amount Financing Sources Amount Percent
Construction $606,060 ESD Grant $400,000 50%

Hardware 90,910
United States Economic 
Development 
Administration - Grant

400,000 50%

Engineering, 
Administrative, Legal

103,030

Total Project Costs $800,000 Total Project Financing $800,000 100%
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Niagara County Fiber-Optic Capital (132,233) 
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Beneficiary Contact -   Darren Kempner
Manager of Grants and Government Affairs, NFTA
181 Ellicott Street
Buffalo, New York 1423
(716) 855-7305

          E-mail: Darren.Kempner@nfta. com

Project Team - Origination Cheryl Krazmien
Project Management Nancy Burkhardt
Contractor & Supplier Diversity Geraldine Ford
Environmental Soo Kang

Financial Terms and Conditions: 

1. Upon execution of the grant disbursement agreement, the Grantee shall reimburse ESD 
for all out-of-pocket expenses incurred in connection with the project.

2. The Grantee will demonstrate no materially adverse changes in its financial condition 
prior to closing/disbursement.  

3. Up to $400,000 will be disbursed to Grantee in a lump sum upon completion of the 
project substantially as described in these materials, and upon documentation of project 
expenditures totaling $800,000, assuming that all project approvals have been 
completed and funds are available.  Payment will be made upon presentation to ESD of 
an invoice and such other documentation as ESD may reasonably require.  All project 
expenditures must have been incurred after April 1, 2018, the date that the New York 
State budget, in which the project is authorized, was passed. 

4. ESD may reallocate the project funds to another form of assistance, at an amount no 
greater than$400,000, for this project if ESD determines that the reallocation of the 
assistance would better serve the needs of the Grantee and the State of New York.  In 
no event shall the total amount of any assistance to be so reallocated exceed the total 
amount of assistance approved by ESD’s CEO.

Environmental:
The County of Niagara, as lead agency, has completed an environmental review of the project 
pursuant to the requirements of the State Environmental Quality Review Act (“SEQRA”) and the 
implementing regulations of the New York State Department of Environmental Conservation.  
This review found the project to be an Unlisted Action, which would not have a significant 
effect on the environment.  The lead agency issued a Negative Declaration on June 7, 2019.  
ESD staff reviewed the Negative Declaration and supporting materials and concurs.  It is 
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Niagara County Fiber-Optic Capital (132,233) 
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recommended that the Directors make a Determination of No Significant Effect on the 
Environment.

Non-Discrimination and Contractor & Supplier Diversity:
ESD’s Non-Discrimination and Contractor & Supplier Diversity policies will apply to this Project.  
The Recipient shall be required to include minorities and women in any job opportunities 
created, to solicit and utilize Minority and Women Business Enterprise (MWBEs) for any 
contractual opportunities generated in connection with the Project and shall be required to use 
Good Faith Efforts (pursuant to 5 NYCRR §142.8) to achieve an overall MWBE Participation Goal 
of 30% related to the total value of ESD’s funding. 

Statutory Basis – Local Assistance – Base Retention:
The project is authorized in the 2018-2019 New York State budget and reappropriated in the 
2019-2020 New York State budget.  No residential relocation is required as there are no families 
or individuals residing on the site.

Disclosure and Accountability Certifications: 
The Grantee and Beneficiary have provided ESD with the required Disclosure and Accountability 
Certifications. Grantee’s and Beneficiary’s certifications indicate that Grantee and Beneficiary 
have no conflict of interest or good standing violations and, therefore, staff recommends that 
the Corporation authorize the grant to the Grantee as described in these materials.

Attachment: Resolution 
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 (Western NY Region – Niagara County) – Niagara County Fiber-Optic Working Capital 
(Capital Grant) – Local Assist Base Retention – Determination of No Significant Effect on 
the Environment

RESOLVED, that based on the material presented to me with respect to the Niagara County 
Fiber-Optic Working Capital Base Retention ’18- ‘19 Project, the Corporation hereby 
determines that the proposed action will not have a significant effect on the environment. 

*  *  *
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Non-Discretionary Project Map

A. Niagara County Fiber-Optic Capital
Wheatfield
Niagara County
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FOR  CONSIDERATION 
July 18, 2019

TO: The Directors

FROM: Howard A. Zemsky

SUBJECT: New York City (New York County) – 121 West 125th Street (Urban 
League Empowerment Center) Land Use Improvement and Civic Project

REQUEST FOR: Adoption of Proposed Modifications to General Project Plan; Adoption 
of Modifications to Essential Terms of the Lease; Determination that No 
Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement is Required; 
Authorization to Hold a Public Hearing; and Authorization to Take 
Related Actions 

Modified General Project Plan

I. Background and Overview

In May 2012, Empire State Development (“ESD” or “the Corporation”) and the New York City 
Economic Development Corporation (“NYCEDC”) (together, the “Public Parties”) jointly issued 
the Central Harlem Mixed Use Request for Proposals (the “RFP”), seeking proposals to 
redevelop an underutilized approximately 42,000-square-foot lot located at 121 West 125th 
Street (the “Property”) between Adam Clayton Powell, Jr. Boulevard and Lenox 
Avenue/Malcolm X Boulevard, extending between 125th and 126th Streets in Harlem, New York 
City.  The RFP sought proposals for redevelopment consistent with the City of New York’s 2008 
rezoning of the 125th Street corridor, with a particular focus on creating retail, arts, cultural, and 
entertainment space, with some portion to be leased at below-market rents.  

The Property is currently improved with an approximately 160,000-square-foot, four-story 
building that includes a 304-space public parking garage, which is operated by a private garage 
operator pursuant to a revocable operating agreement with NYCEDC, and six small retail spaces 
that front on 125th Street.  The City of New York and the State of New York acting through its 
Office of General Services (“OGS”) currently are the fee owners of the Property.

On February 21, 2013, after an extensive review of the redevelopment proposals submitted in 
response to the RFP, the ESD Board of Directors (the “Directors” or “Board”) conditionally 
designated a team comprising the National Urban League, Inc. (“NUL”) and Hudson Companies 
Inc. to develop the Property and authorized ESD to enter into a Pre-Development Agreement 
(“PDA”), which was signed by the Urban League Empowerment Center, LLC (“NUL/ULEC”), a 
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wholly-owned subsidiary of NUL.  BRP Development Corporation (“BRP”) was subsequently 
added as a member of the development team. 

On June 27, 2013, the Directors made findings in accordance with the New York State 
Environmental Quality Review Act (“SEQRA”); made Land Use and Civic Project Findings; 
adopted a General Project Plan (“GPP”) for the 121 West 125th Street (Urban League 
Empowerment Center) Land Use Improvement and Civic Project (attached to these materials); 
authorized the holding of a public hearing pursuant to Section 16 of the Urban Development 
Corporation Act (the “UDC Act”) to receive comments on the GPP; authorized the acquisition 
and disposition of the Property for the Project; and approved the essential terms of the lease.  
Pursuant to the authorization, ESD held public hearings on July 10, 2013 and November 7, 2013.  
On November 18, 2013, after review and response to public comments made at and following 
the hearings, the Directors affirmed the GPP.

The GPP allows for disposition, demolition and redevelopment of the Property, including the 
construction of a new larger building with approximately 66,000 gross square feet (“GSF”) of 
retail, 75,000 GSF of office space, 55,000 GSF of community facility space, 24,000 GSF of 
museum space, 56,000 GSF of conference center space, 114 residential units (50 percent of 
which would be affordable), and 225 parking spaces.

II. Proposed Modifications to the GPP 

Development Team
Since the GPP was affirmed by the Board, the composition of the development team has 
changed. Hudson Companies is no longer involved in the development, and two new partners 
have been added.  The development team now consists of NUL/ULEC, BRP, L+M Development 
Partners Inc. (“L+M”), and Taconic Investment Partners LLC (“Taconic”) (each a “Developer”, or 
collectively, the “Developers”).  On January 16, 2019, the Developers, ESD, and NYCEDC signed 
a Term Sheet outlining the parameters of a modified Project, as more fully set forth below (the 
“Project”), to be undertaken. 

Property Interests
In June 2019, as part of the 2019 New York legislative session, the New York State Assembly and 
New York State Senate passed legislation (“2019 Legislation”) to allow for the disposition of the 
Property at below fair market value for the express purpose of effectuating the Project, as 
defined herein, with the modifications described below.  Signed by the Governor on July 15, 
2019, this legislation gives OGS a reversionary interest in the Property under certain 
circumstances.

The City of New York will convey its interest in the Property to ESD, for consideration of $12 
million, which will be deposited in the 125th Street Improvement Trust Fund, a trust established 
in 1994 and modified in 2006, whose purpose is “the improvement of the 125th Street 
Corridor,” as defined in the trust agreement. 
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Building Program
The uses described in the GPP have been modified to accommodate the Harlem community’s 
desire and pressing need for more affordable housing, while also ensuring the Project is still 
financially viable.  Specifically, modifications to the building program include:

 100% of the housing units will be affordable (up from 50%), and the number of units has 
increased from 114 to approximately 171. Accordingly, the square footage dedicated to 
housing has increased by 49,885 GSF

 The retail space has increased by 38,589 GSF
 The office space has increased by 36,883 GSF 
 The community facility space has been reduced by 50,528 GSF
 The museum space has decreased by 2,506 GSF
 The conference center space has decreased by 36,518 GSF
 Parking has been eliminated

Proposed Project
With the above modifications to the building program, the proposed Project now includes the 
following mix of uses and approximate square footages:

 41,941 GSF of office space for NUL’s national headquarters 
 21,494 GSF of cultural space dedicated to the Urban Civil Rights Experience Museum 
 19,482 GSF of conference center space 
 4,472 GSF of community facility space 
 104,589 GSF of retail 
 69,942 GSF of Class A commercial office space 
 Approximately 171 residential units, approximately 70% of which will be affordable to 

households earning between 40% and 80% of Area Median Income and approximately 
30% of which will be supportive housing units. 

Zoning & Design Guidelines
In furtherance of the Project and to facilitate the full range of development, ESD will exercise its 
statutory authority to override certain aspects of the New York City Zoning Resolution.  The 
New York City Department of City Planning has been consulted and provided input on the 
proposed overrides, pursuant to UDC Act Section 16(1).  

ESD proposes to override the maximum allowable base height and building height by 10 feet to 
provide adequate ceiling heights for the museum and the ground floor retail space.  
Additionally, to accommodate additional affordable housing units, the Project will exceed the 
overall floor area allowed under municipal zoning by approximately 55,000 zoning square feet. 

In order to provide a unique building façade that accommodates and identifies the variety of 
uses within, ESD proposes to override several additional zoning components affecting the base 
of the building, including:  allowing signage to exceed the 40’ height limit; allowing the 
projection of identity signage for the civil rights museum; allowing up to 3,000 square feet of 
aggregate signage in order to represent the variety of uses and tenants in the building; reducing 
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lobby frontage minimums; and allowing a recess on the ground floor within the required 
distance from the adjacent building to provide NUL with a dedicated entrance for its office, 
conference center, and the museum.

The zoning overrides are needed to facilitate development of the proposed Project.  The 
proposed building will be consistent with existing buildings along the 125th Street corridor.  
Design Guidelines providing greater detail are attached to these materials.  

Project Costs and Financing Inclusive of State Investment
The Project’s estimated total development cost has increased from $155,055,380 to 
$261,700,000.  

The Project was designated as an NYC Regional Economic Council (“REDC”) Round IV priority 
project, and the Directors will be asked in separate board items to approve a $2.5 million REDC 
grant to be used for Project construction costs, and a $2 million ESD Restore New York Grant, 
which was identified in the GPP as available to reimburse the Project’s demolition and 
construction costs.  

In addition, the proposed Project now includes financial assistance from the New York State 
Housing and Community Renewal agency (“HCR”) to assist with funding for the affordable 
residential component of the Project.  HCR’s low-income housing tax credit program (LIHTC), 
capital subsidy sources, and State issued tax exempt bonds will be the residential component’s 
primary funding sources.  The resulting anticipated financing structure is as follows:  
  

USES % SOURCES %

Rent $12,000,000 5% First Mortgages $99,000,000 38%

Construction/ 
Renovation

$185,500,000 71% ESD Grants $4,500,000 2%

Demolition/ 
Environmental 
Remediation

$3,900,000 
1%

HCR Subsidy $34,200,000 13%

Other Project Costs 
(Soft Costs)

$60,300,000 23% LIHTC Equity $44,000,000 17%

NUL Equity $65,000,000 25%

Developer Equity $13,000,000 5%

Deferred Developer 
Fee

$2,000,000 <1%

Total Estimated 
Cost

$261,700,000 100% Total $261,700,000 100%
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Project Team
Origination Alyson Beha
Legal Jensen Ambachen and Eunice Jackson
Environmental Rachel Shatz

III. Modified Essential Terms of the Lease

The proposed terms of the lease (“Lease”) have been modified to reflect refinements to the 
anticipated Project financing and leasing structure, including HCR and other incentives or 
subsidies required to facilitate the proposed GPP modifications.  The proposed essential terms 
are listed below.

Landlord: ESD and its successors in interest as fee owner of the Property

Tenant: Entity or entities owned by one or more of the Developers and/or 
their permitted successors or assigns, as defined in the Lease  

Lease Execution: Anticipated between March 1, 2020 and April 30, 2020

Lease Term: 99 years, with the term beginning upon Lease execution

Tenancies: Property shall be delivered to the Tenant as vacant at Lease 
Execution, free of all tenancies and parking agreements.  

Option to Beginning in lease year 95, Tenant will have the option to purchase
Purchase: the Property at a purchase price calculated using a valuation 

method that takes into account the land value at the time of 
exercise of the option, subject to any ongoing restrictions on uses 
and other encumbrances. Notwithstanding the foregoing, NUL may 
purchase its interest in the Property after Year 30 if it elects to 
purchase any State reversionary interest in the Property, pursuant 
the 2019 Legislation. Nothing herein is deemed to waive or modify 
Landlord’s rights and remedies in the event of Tenant’s default.

Rent: Tenant will pay $12,000,000 to Landlord upon Lease Execution and 
$1 per year thereafter.

PILOT: The Property will be subject to Payments in Lieu of Taxes (“PILOT”) 
that will be calculated annually as the real property taxes that 
would have been payable if ESD were not the owner of the 
Property, as reduced or eliminated by the equivalent of as-of-right 
and any other tax abatements and deductions agreed to by the 
parties in the Lease.
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Construction: Tenant shall commence construction, in accordance with the 
conditions set forth in detail in the Lease, by beginning demolition 
no later than 30 days after Lease Execution, subject to reasonable 
extension because of Unavoidable Delays, as defined in the Lease.  
Construction (exclusive of demolition) is anticipated to be 
completed within 36 months of commencement of construction, 
which can be extended to 51 months.  

Required Uses: The square footage requirements for the NUL headquarters, 
conference center, museum, community facility, retail, office, and 
residential uses are set forth in the “Proposed Project” section 
above.  At least 5% of the square footage of the rentable retail 
space is to be leased or conveyed at below market rents, as defined 
in the Lease; at least 5% of the office space is to be leased at below 
market rents; and at least 5% of the new building’s total square 
footage is to be used as museum or cultural space.   The proportion 
of space allocated for retail and non-NUL office purposes shall not 
exceed the other uses of the Property.

Operations: Tenant assumes all responsibility and obligation to operate and 
maintain the Property beginning at Lease Execution.  During the 
term of the Lease, Tenant is obligated to provide commercial 
liability insurance coverage and full replacement value property 
insurance naming ESD and the State of New York as additional 
insureds. 

Assignment or NUL shall not transfer its required square footage of headquarters,
Transfer: museum and conference center space during the first 30 years of 

the Term, provided that if NUL should cease to retain ownership of, 
or be required to transfer, such space for involuntary reasons, such 
as bankruptcy or mortgage foreclosure, then the same may be 
transferred for a comparable community or public use (including 
offices for the provider of a comparable community or public use) 
for the remainder of such 30 years.

After the first 30 years of the Term, NUL may transfer all or any part 
of such space  for any use after such transfer, provided that if (a) 
the subsequent use is not for the required square footage of 
headquarters, museum and conference center space and/or 
comparable community or public use (including offices for the 
provider of a comparable community or public use) and (b) the 
Commissioner of OGS or the NY Attorney General commences an 
action for reverter of such space pursuant to the 2019 Legislation, 
then NUL shall pay the amount required to purchase the reverter 
interest, and Landlord shall transfer ownership of such space to 
NUL, free and clear of the Lease.  ESD shall cooperate with NUL to 
reach agreement with the Commissioner of OGS as to the amount 
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required for such purchase before the effectiveness of such 
transfer. 

All other space in the Project may be transferred at any time, 
subject to the ongoing use requirements and/or any other 
applicable regulatory agreements for such space.

All space in the Project may be subleased, subject to the ongoing 
use requirements and any other applicable regulatory agreements.

Guaranties & One or more Developers will provide ESD and the State of 
Indemnifications New York with a guaranty or guarantees of completion, acceptable 

to ESD, guaranteeing performance and completion of the 
construction work required by the Lease.  

The Lease will include an obligation on the part of Tenant to 
indemnify and hold harmless ESD and the State of New York 
against, among other things, liabilities arising from the construction 
and development of the Project, including but not limited to any 
causes of action arising from the submission of the Project to the 
New York State Condominium Act, and the Developers’ use and 
occupancy of the Property and improvements thereto.

Condominium Tenant is permitted to submit the Lease to the New York State 
Condominium Act and create separate tax lots and leasehold 
condominium units for the various uses within the Project.  

At Tenant’s request, ESD may consent to submit its fee interest in 
the Land to the New York State Condominium Act with the creation 
of separate tax lots and condominium units and the severance of 
the Lease into separate leases or each condominium unit.    In the 
alternative, at Tenant’s request, the Lease may be severed into 
separate ground leases between ESD, as landlord, and the owner of 
each such condominium unit, as tenant.  Each such owner may 
sublease or transfer the leasehold condominium units and severed 
leaseholds, subject to the terms of the Lease.  In either case, the 
severed lease provisions shall reflect the PILOT and real estate tax 
exemptions of the Lease, as appropriate and applicable to the 
ownership and uses of the particular condominium unit.  

Reference in the Modified General Project Plan to “Lease” and 
“Tenant” shall be deemed to include the above separate severed 
leases and tenants. 

Overrides: Subject to certain zoning overrides detailed in Section II
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Recognition and Non-
Disturbance Agreements
(“RNDAs”): ESD will request that OGS execute and deliver Recognition and Non-

Disturbance Agreements to all non-residential subtenants and will 
request that the Commissioner of OGS execute and deliver similar 
agreements to all mortgage lenders to Tenant and to all non-
residential subtenants with respect to such Commissioner’s right of 
reverter under the 2019 Legislation.

IV. Environmental Review

The Directors adopted SEQRA Findings on June 27, 2013 for the Final Environmental Impact 
Statement (“FEIS”) that was issued for the 125th Street Corridor Rezoning and Related Actions in 
February 2008.  The FEIS specifically identified the 121 West 125th Street parcel as a projected 
development site (“Site 10”) and analyzed a development scenario for the parcel that included 
part of two additional lots (Lots #1 & #7501) to the west of the Property.  The New York City 
Department of City Planning was the lead agency for the preparation of the FEIS.

ESD has been re-established as lead agency for the purpose of assessing whether the changes 
represented by the proposed Project would result in any new or substantially different 
significant adverse impacts than what had been analyzed in the FEIS.  The program and building 
envelope now proposed for the Property are different from the projected development 
analyzed for Site 10 in the 2008 environmental review.  The proposed Project introduces 
additional uses, including residential, and would change the square footages of the arts-related, 
office and retail components.  The proposed Project will also have a different massing due to 
the exclusion of part of Lots #1 and #7501.  In addition, since the publication of the FEIS in 
2008, some changes have occurred in actual and anticipated background conditions that were 
not included in the FEIS.

For these reasons, ESD prepared a Technical Memorandum, attached to these materials, to 
undertake additional analysis.  The Technical Memorandum concludes that the differences in 
the proposed Project as compared to the projected development analyzed for Site 10 in the 
2008 environmental review for the rezoning, as well as changes in background conditions that 
have arisen since that review, would not result in any significant adverse impacts not previously 
identified, and therefore, the Project does not result in the need for a supplemental 
environmental impact statement.

V. Non-Discrimination and Contractor & Supplier Diversity

ESD’s Non-Discrimination and Contractor & Supplier Diversity policies will apply to this Project.  
The Development Team shall be required to include minorities and women in any job 
opportunities created, to solicit and utilize Minority- and Women-Owned Business Enterprises 
(“MWBE”) for any and all contractual opportunities generated in connection with the Project 
and shall be required to use Good Faith Efforts (pursuant to 5 NYCRR §142.8) to achieve MWBE 
participation.  Establishment of specific goals will be detailed in the Lease.  
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VI. Requested Actions

The Directors previously determined that the project is consistent with the UDC Act 
requirements for Land Use Improvement Projects and Civic Projects and satisfies the findings 
required under UDC Act Sections 10(c), (d), and (g).

At this time, the Directors are requested to: (1) adopt the Proposed Modifications to the GPP; 
(2) determine that no Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement is needed; (3) approve 
the Modified Essential Terms of the Lease; (4) authorize the holding of a public hearing; and (5) 
authorize the taking of actions related to the foregoing.

VII. Staff Recommendations

Base on the foregoing, staff recommends approval of the requested actions.

IX. Attachments

Resolutions
Conceptual Project Illustration
Technical Memorandum
Design Guidelines
General Project Plan – dated June 27, 2013
General Project Plan Reaffirmation – dated November 18, 2013
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July 18, 2019

New York City (New York County) – 121 West 125th Street (Urban League Empowerment 
Center) Land Use Improvement and Civic Project – Adoption of Proposed Modifications 
to the General Project Plan (GPP); Determination that No Supplemental Environmental 
Impact Statement Needed; Approval of Lease; Authorization to Hold a Public Hearing; 
and Authorization to Take Related Actions

______________________________________________________________________________

RESOLVED, on the basis of the materials presented at this meeting (the “Materials”), a copy of 
which is hereby ordered filed with the records of the Corporation relating to the 121 West 125th 
Street (Urban League Empowerment Center) Land Use Improvement and Civic Project (the 
“Project”), the Corporation hereby approves the proposed modifications to the General 
Project Plan (“GPP”); and be it further

RESOLVED, that on the basis of the Materials, the Corporation adopts the proposed Modified 
General Project Plan (“MGPP”); and be it further

RESOLVED, having reviewed the Technical Memorandum, the Corporation hereby determines 
that no Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement is needed in connection with adoption 
of the Modified General Project Plan; and be it further

RESOLVED, that the Corporation hereby finds that the modified essential terms of the Lease are 
in conformity with the MGPP and does, subject to Section 6 of the Act, hereby approve entering 
into a Lease substantially on the terms set forth in the Materials; and be it further

RESOLVED, that the proper officers of the Corporation are hereby authorized and directed to 
hold a public hearing on the MGPP, the essential terms of the Lease, and transactions 
contemplated thereby in accordance with the requirements of the Act; and be it further

RESOLVED, that approvals set forth herein are expressly contingent upon: (1) approval of the 
Public Authorities Control Board, as applicable; and (2) receipt of all other necessary approvals; 
and be it further

RESOLVED, that the President and Chief Executive Officer or authorized designee(s) be, and 
each of them hereby is, authorized and directed in the name of and on behalf of the 
Corporation to execute and deliver any and all such documents and to take all such related 
actions as may be necessary or appropriate to effectuate the foregoing resolutions; and be it 
further

RESOLVED, that the President and Chief Executive Officer or his designee(s) be, and each of 
them hereby is, authorized in the name and on behalf of the Corporation to take all actions as 
he or she may in his or her sole discretion consider to be necessary or proper to comply with 
the requirements of SEQRA in connection with the Project.

*     *     *
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DESIGN GUIDLINES:
BLOCK: 1910 / LOT: 2

121 W125TH ST
NEW YORK, NY 10027
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DESIGN GUIDLINES:
BLOCK: 1910 / LOT: 2

121 W125TH ST
NEW YORK, NY 10027
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FOR CONSIDERATION 
July 18, 2019

TO: The Directors

FROM: Howard A. Zemsky

SUBJECT: Regional Council Award – New York (New York City Region – New York 
County) – National Urban League Capital – Regional Council Capital 
Fund (Capital Grant)  

REQUEST FOR: Findings and Determinations Pursuant to Section 10(g) of the Act; 
Authorization to Adopt the Proposed General Project Plan; 
Authorization to Make a Grant and to Take Related Actions 

General Project Plan

I. Project Summary

Grantee: Urban League Empowerment Center LLC (“ULEC”)

ESD* Investment: A grant of up to $2,500,000 to be used for a portion of the cost of 
capital expenses

* The New York State Urban Development Corporation doing business 
as Empire State Development (“ESD” or the “Corporation”)

Project Location: 121 W. 125th Street, New York, New York County (“Site”)

Proposed Project: NUL/ULEC, BRP, L&M Development Partners (“L+M”) and Taconic 
Investment Partners (“Taconic”) (“Developer”) will lease the Project 
Location from ESD. Developer will demolish the existing building and 
construct a larger building with office, affordable housing, retail, and 
cultural uses. Among other things, the Developer would be obligated by 
the lease with ESD to develop the Property with certain required uses, 
including the headquarters of the National Urban League, and to 
operate and maintain the Property in accordance with the terms of the 
Lease. 
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Project Type: Land Use Improvement and Civic Project/ Economic Growth 
Investment 

Regional Council:  The project is consistent with the New York City Regional Economic 
Development Council Plan as it will serve as a catalyst for increasing 
commercial activity that will create new jobs and economic 
opportunities. 

II. Project Cost and Financing Sources

Financing Uses Amount
Real Estate Acquisition      $12,000,000
Construction/Renovation       185,500,000
Demolition/Environmental Remediation              3,900,000
Other Project Costs (Soft Costs)         60,300,000

Total Project Costs   $261,700,000

Financing Sources                   Amount Percent
ESD-Grant (#Z832)             $2,500,000           <1%
ESD-Grant (#W035)               2,000,000           <1%
First Mortgages             99,000,000           38%
Homes & Community Renewal Subsidy             34,200,000           13%
Low-income Housing Tax Credit Equity             44,000,000           17%
National Urban League Equity             65,000,000           25%
Developer Equity             13,000,000             5%
Deferred Developer Fee               2,000,000           <1%
 
Total Project Financing $261,700,000          100%

III. Project Description

A. Company

Industry: Non-partisan civil rights organization

Organization 
History: Urban League Empowerment Center is a wholly owned subsidiary of the 

National Urban League (“NUL”). Founded in 1910, NUL is the nation’s 
oldest and largest community-based movement devoted to empowering 
African Americans to enter the economic and social mainstream. The 
National Urban League is a not-for-profit nonpartisan community-based 
movement headquartered in New York City that in the past decade has 
positively impacted the lives of over 15 million people nationwide 
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through direct services, programs and research through the services of 
professionally staffed affiliates in 36 states and the District of Columbia.  
The mission of NUL is to enable African Americans to secure economic 
self-reliance, parity and power and civil rights. 

Ownership: ULEC is a limited liability company

Size: Headquarters located in New York City, New York with professionally 
staffed affiliates in 36 states. 

ESD Involvement: In 2008, the New York City Department of City Planning (“DCP”) 
implemented re-zoning of portion of 125th Street, creating the Special 
125th Street District to encourage greater density, growth and mixed-use 
development, particularly arts, retail and office uses. The re-zoning 
established zoning bonuses for arts, community facility and affordable 
housing uses, allowing greater density for buildings incorporating these 
uses. 

In May 2012, ESD and NYCEDC jointly issued the Central Harlem Mixed 
Use Request for Proposals (“RFP”), seeking proposals to re-develop this 
underutilized parcel, in a manner consistent with the 2008 re-zoning, 
creating commercial office, visual and performing arts space, with some 
proportion of these spaces leased at below market rate rent. 

On February 21, 2013, after an extensive review of the two 
redevelopment proposals submitted in response to the RFP, the ESD 
Board of Directors (the “Directors” or “Board”) conditionally designated a 
team comprising the National Urban League, Inc. (“NUL”) and Hudson 
Companies Inc. to develop the Property and authorized ESD to enter into 
a Pre-Development Agreement (“PDA”), which was signed by the Urban 
League Empowerment Center, LLC (“NUL/ULEC”), a wholly-owned 
subsidiary of NUL.  BRP Companies (“BRP”) was subsequently added as a 
member of the development team.

Since the original GPP was affirmed by the Board, the composition of the 
development team has changed. Hudson Companies is no longer involved 
in the Project.  Now, in addition to NUL/ULEC and BRP, the development 
team includes L&M Development Partners (“L+M”) and Taconic 
Investment Partners (“Taconic”) (collectively, “the Developer”).

ESD will acquire the Site from the City and NYS. Upon acquiring title to 
the Site, ESD will enter into a 99-year ground lease with the Urban 
League Empowerment Center (“ULEC”), a special purpose entity created 
by NUL, and its development partners.   
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Past ESD Support: This is the Company’s first project with ESD.  

B. The Project  

Completion: May 2024 

Activity: The Developer will enter into a 99-year ground lease with ESD to 
redevelop the Site as a mixed-use development. NUL will relocate its 
national headquarters to the Project and develop a civil rights museum 
and Conference Center. 

Results: Mixed Use Development project in Harlem that will include 
approximately 42,000 square feet for the National Urban League’s new 
headquarters, 105,000 square feet of retail, 70,000 square feet of 
commercial office space, 4,500 square feet of space for use by local not-
for-profits 21,000 square feet of cultural space dedicated to the Urban 
Civil Rights Experience Museum, 19,000 square feet of conference center 
space, and approximately 170 units of residential dwelling units 100% of 
which would be affordable for low and middle income individuals and 
formerly homeless residents. 

Economic Growth 
Investment Project: No Benefit-Cost Analysis (“BCA”) is required since these projects generate 

long-term benefits not captured in the short-term period used for the 
BCA and may involve no permanent job commitments.

Grantee Contact: Marc H. Morial, President & CEO
80 Pine Street 
New York, NY 10005
Phone: (212) 558-5364
E-mail: mmorial@nul.  org

ESD Project No.: Z832

Project Team: Project Management Anna Franzini
Contractor & Supplier Diversity Denise Ross 
Finance Jonevan Hornsby
Environmental Rachel Shatz

C.  Financial Terms and Conditions 

1. Upon execution of the grant disbursement agreement, the Company shall pay a 
commitment fee of 1% of the $2,500,000 capital grant ($25,000) and reimburse ESD for 
all out-of-pocket expenses incurred in connection with the project.
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2. The Grantee will demonstrate no materially adverse changes in its financial condition 
prior to disbursement.  

3. The Grantee will be required to contribute a minimum of 10% of the total project cost in 
the form of equity contributed after the Company’s acceptance of ESD’s offer.  Equity is 
defined as cash injected into the project by the Company or by investors, and should be 
auditable through Company financial statements or Company accounts, if so requested 
by ESD.  Equity cannot be borrowed money secured by the assets in the project.

4. Up to $2,500,000 will be disbursed in a lump sum to Grantee upon documentation of 
real estate/acquisition, construction/renovation, demolition/environmental 
remediation, and soft cost project costs totaling $150,000,000, as evidenced by a 
temporary certificate of occupancy, assuming that all project approvals have been 
completed and funds are available.  Payment will be made upon presentation to ESD of 
an invoice and such other documentation as ESD may reasonably require.  Expenses 
must be incurred on or after July 10, 2019, to be considered eligible project costs. All 
disbursements must be requested by no later than April 1, 2026.

5. ESD may reallocate the project funds to another form of assistance, at an amount no 
greater than $2,500,000, for this project if ESD determines that the reallocation of the 
assistance would better serve the needs of the Company and the State of New York.  In 
no event shall the total amount of any assistance to be so reallocated exceed the total 
amount of assistance approved by the Directors.

IV. Statutory Basis – Regional Council Capital Fund 

The funding was authorized in the 2015-2016 New York State budget and reappropriated in the 
2016-2017, 2017-2018, 2018-2019 and 2019-2020 New York State budget(s).  No residential 
relocation is required as there are no families or individuals residing on the site.

V. Environmental Review  

The Directors made a Determination that No Supplemental Environment Impact Statement is 
Needed in connection with adoption of modifications to the GPP and authorization of 
modifications to the Lease Terms.  This Determination addressed all aspects of the Project, 
inclusive of the activities covered under this grant. Therefore, no further environmental review 
is required in connection with this requested authorization.

VI. Non-Discrimination and Contractor & Supplier Diversity 

ESD’s Non-Discrimination and Contractor & Supplier Diversity policies will apply to this Project.  
The Development Team shall be required to include minorities and women in any job 
opportunities created, to solicit and utilize Minority- and Women-Owned Business Enterprises 
(“MWBE”) for any and all contractual opportunities generated in connection with the Project, 
and shall be required to use Good Faith Efforts (pursuant to 5 NYCRR §142.8) to achieve MWBE 
participation.  Establishment of specific goals is still pending.
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VII. ESD Employment Enforcement Policy

ESD's Employment Enforcement Policy will not apply since the project will not directly create or 
retain jobs.

VIII. ESD Financial Assistance Subject to Availability of Funds and Additional Approval

The provision of ESD financial assistance is contingent upon the availability of funds and the 
approval of the State Division of the Budget. 

IX. Additional Submissions to Directors

Resolutions
New York State Map
Project Finance Memorandum

Master Page # 317 of 428 - NYS Urban Development Corporation Meeting 7/18/2019
________________________________________________________________________________



7

July 18, 2019

Regional Council Award – New York (New York City Region – New York County) – 
National Urban League Capital – Regional Council Capital Fund (Capital Grant) – Findings 
and Determinations Pursuant to Section 10(g) of the Act; Authorization to Adopt the 
Proposed General Project Plan; Authorization to Make a Grant and to Take Related 
Actions

RESOLVED, that on the basis of the materials presented to this meeting, a copy of which is 
hereby ordered filed with the records of the Corporation, relating to the National Urban League 
Capital -- Regional Council Capital Fund (Capital Grant) Project (the “Project”), the Corporation 
hereby determines pursuant to Section 10(g) of the New York State Urban Development 
Corporation Act of 1968, as amended (the “Act”), that there are no families or individuals to be 
displaced from the project area; and be it further

RESOLVED, that the Corporation does hereby adopt, subject to the requirements of Section 
16(2) of the Act, the proposed General Project Plan (the “Plan”) for the Project submitted to 
this meeting, together with such changes therein as the President and Chief Executive Officer of 
the Corporation or his designee(s) may deem appropriate, a copy of which Plan, together with 
such changes, is hereby ordered filed with the records of the Corporation; and be it further

RESOLVED, that upon written finding of the President and Chief Executive Officer of the 
Corporation or his designee(s) that no substantive negative testimony or comment has been 
received at the public hearing held on the Plan, such Plan shall be effective at the conclusion of 
such hearing, and that upon such written finding being made, President and Chief Executive 
Officer of the Corporation or his designee(s) be, and each of them hereby is, authorized to 
make to National Urban League a grant for a total amount not to exceed Two Million and Five 
Hundred Thousand Dollars ($2,500,000) from the Regional Council Capital Fund, for the 
purposes, and substantially on the terms and conditions, set forth in the materials presented to 
this meeting, with such changes as the President and Chief Executive Officer of the Corporation 
or his designee(s) may deem  appropriate, subject to the availability of funds and the approval 
of the State Division of the Budget; and be it further

RESOLVED, that the President and Chief Executive Officer or his designee(s) be, subsequent to 
the making of the grant, and each of them hereby is, authorized to take such actions and make 
such modifications to the terms of the grant as he or she may deem necessary or appropriate in 
the administration of the grant; and be it further

RESOLVED, that the provision of ESD financial assistance is expressly contingent upon: (1) the 
approval of the Public Authorities Control Board, if applicable, and (2) receipt of all other 
necessary approvals; and be it further

RESOLVED, that the President and Chief Executive Officer or his designee(s) be, and each of 
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them hereby is, authorized in the name and on behalf of the Corporation to execute and deliver 
any and all documents and to take all actions as he or she may in his or her sole discretion 
consider to be necessary or proper to effectuate the foregoing resolutions.

*     *     *
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«Project_Name»
«Project_Town»
«Project_County» County

National Urban League Capital
New York City
New York County
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FOR CONSIDERATION
July 18, 2019

TO: The Directors

FROM: Howard A. Zemsky

SUBJECT: Statewide – Restore New York Communities – Capital Grant

REQUEST FOR: Findings and Determinations Pursuant to Sections 10(g) and 16-n of the 
Act; Authorization to Adopt the Proposed General Project Plan; 
Authorization to Make a Grant and to Take Related Actions

General Project Plans

I. Projects Summary

Grantee Project Name Project # Grant Village, 
Town, City County

A. New York City New York - RESTORE 
II - West 125th Street AB782 $2,000,000 New York City New York

Total RESTORE 
NY –1 Project TOTAL $2,000,000

II. Program Description

A. Background

The purpose of the Restore New York Communities Initiative (“Restore NY” or the “Program”) is 
to revitalize urban areas and stabilize neighborhoods as a means to attract residents and 
businesses.  Restore NY funds municipally sponsored projects for the demolition, deconstruction, 
rehabilitation, or reconstruction of vacant, obsolete or surplus structures.  Since 2006, ESD has 
received $300 million in appropriations for Restore New York to fund three rounds of projects. 
The appropriations were allocated as follows: up to $50 million in FY 2006-2007; $100 million in 
FY 2007-2008; and $150 million in FY 2008-2009.
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In the FY 2015-2016, $25 million was appropriated in the New York State budget for Round IV 
of Restore NY. In addition, $25 million of unused funds from previous Restore NY 
appropriations were also allocated to Round IV for a total of $50M. On June 20th, 2016, 
applicants were informed of eligibility to apply under the Program, and in January 26, 2017, 
awardees were announced. Following the issuance of an RFP in June 2016, a total of 75 
municipalities were selected in January 2017 for funding assistance under Round IV. 

In the FY 2016-2017, $8 million was appropriated for Round V of the Restore NY program. The 
application process was opened on August 17, 2017, and awardees were announced on March 
26, 2018. A total of 71 municipalities were awarded funding under Round 5. It is anticipated 
that upon completion the projects funded by New York State will attract individuals, families, 
industry, and commercial enterprises to the municipalities.

B. The Project

ESD will make a grant to the Grantee for the purpose of enhancing the Grantee’s capacity to 
provide support in revitalizing urban areas and stabilizing neighborhoods as a means to attract 
residents and businesses in New York State. ESD will enter into an agreement with each 
Grantee that will stipulate the manner in which funds will be disbursed.  

The attached Projects schedule provides a more detailed description of the recommended 
Projects.

III. Statutory Basis

The funding was authorized in the 2007-2008 New York State budget and reappropriated in the 
2008-2009, 2009-2010, 2010-2011, 2011-2012, 2012-2013, 2013-2014, 2014-2015, 2015-2016, 
2016-2017, 2017-2018, 2018-2019, and 2019-2020 New York State budgets. No residential 
relocation is required as there are no families or individuals residing on the site.

IV. Environmental Review

Unless otherwise noted on the Project summary, ESD staff has determined that the Project 
described in Schedule A constitutes a Type II action as defined by the New York State 
Environmental Quality Review Act (“SEQRA”) and the implementing regulations for the New 
York State Department of Environmental Conservation.  No further environmental review is 
required in connection with the Project.

V. Non-Discrimination and Contractor & Supplier Diversity

Pursuant to New York State Executive Law Article 15-A, ESD recognizes its obligation under the 
law to promote opportunities for maximum feasible participation of certified minority and 
women-owned businesses in the performance of ESD contracts. Accordingly, ESD’s 
Non-discrimination and Contractor & Supplier Diversity policies will apply to the Projects.
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Unless otherwise specified in the Project summary, grantees shall use their “Good Faith Efforts” 
to achieve an overall Minority and Women Business Enterprise (“MWBE”) Participation Goal of 
23% related to the total value of ESD’s funding.  This shall include a Minority Business 
Enterprise (“MBE”) Participation goal of 13% and a Women Business Enterprise (“WBE”) 
Participation goal of 10%.  Grantee shall use Good Faith Efforts to solicit and utilize MWBEs for 
any contractual opportunities generated in connection with the Project and to include 
minorities and women in any job opportunities created by the Project.

VI. ESD Employment Enforcement Policy

ESD's Employment Enforcement Policy will not apply since the Projects will not directly create 
or retain jobs.

VII. ESD Financial Assistance Subject to Availability of Funds and Additional Approval

The provision of ESD financial assistance is contingent upon the availability of funds and the 
approval of the State Division of the Budget. 

VIII. Additional Submissions to Directors

Resolutions
Projects Summary
New York State Map
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July 18, 2019

Statewide – Restore NY Communities (Capital Grant) – Findings and Determinations 
Pursuant to Sections 10(g) and 16-n of the Act; Authorization to Adopt the Proposed 
General Project Plans; Authorization to Make a Grant and to Take Related Actions

______________________________________________________________________________

RESOLVED, that on the basis of the materials presented to this meeting, a copy of which is 
hereby ordered filed with the records of the Corporation, relating to the Restore New York 
Communities Initiative Project (the “Project”), the Corporation hereby determines pursuant to 
Section 10(g) of the New York State Urban Development Corporation Act of 1968, as amended 
(the “Act”), that there are no families or individuals to be displaced from the project area; and 
be it further

RESOLVED, that the Corporation does hereby adopt, subject to the requirements of Section 
16(2) of the Act, the proposed General Project Plan (the “Plan”) for the Project submitted to 
this meeting, together with such changes therein as the President and Chief Executive Officer of 
the Corporation or his designee(s) may deem appropriate, a copy of which Plan, together with 
such changes, are hereby ordered filed with the records of the Corporation; and be it further

RESOLVED, that upon written findings of the President and Chief Executive Officer of the 
Corporation or his designee(s) that no substantive negative testimony or comment has been 
received at the public hearings held on the Plan, such Plan shall be effective at the conclusion of 
such hearing, and that upon such written findings being made, the President and Chief 
Executive Officer of the Corporation or his designee(s) be, and each of them hereby is, 
authorized to make a to grant to the party and for the amount listed below from Restore NY 
Communities, for the purposes, and substantially on the terms and conditions, set forth in the 
materials presented to this meeting, with such changes as the President and Chief Executive 
Officer of the Corporation or his designee(s) may deem appropriate, subject to the availability 
of funds and the approval of the State Division of the Budget; and be it further

RESOLVED, that the President and Chief Executive Officer of the Corporation or his designee(s) 
be, subsequent to the making of the grant, and each of them hereby is, authorized to take such 
actions and make such modifications to the terms of the grant as he or she may deem 
necessary or appropriate in the administration of the grants; and be it further

RESOLVED, that the provision of ESD financial assistance is expressly contingent upon: (1) the 
approval of the Public Authorities Control Board, if applicable, and (2) receipt of all other 
necessary approvals; and be it further
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Restore New York Communities Initiative Program – Project Summary Table

Grantee Project Name Project # Grant Village, 
Town, City County

A. New York City New York - RESTORE 
II - West 125th Street AB782 $2,000,000 New York City New York

Total RESTORE 
NY –1 Project TOTAL $2,000,000

RESOLVED, that the President and Chief Executive Officer of the Corporation or her designee(s) 
be, and each of them hereby is, authorized in the name and on behalf of the Corporation to 
execute and deliver any and all documents and to take all actions as he or she may in his or her 
sole discretion consider to be necessary or proper to effectuate the foregoing resolutions.

*    *    *
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A. New York - RESTORE II - West 125th Street (W035) 
July 18, 2019

General Project Plan

Grantee: New York City Department of Small Business Services (“DSBS” or the 
“City”) 

ESD Investment: A grant of up to $2,000,000 to be used for a portion of the cost of 
demolition of an underutilized 160,000 square-foot building and 
construction of a new mixed-use facility

Project Location: 121 West 125th Street, New  York, New York County

Proposed Project: Developer will lease the Project Location from ESD. Developer will 
demolish the existing building and construct a larger building with 
office, retail, cultural uses, community facility, and housing. Among 
other things, the Developer would be obligated by the lease with ESD to 
develop the Project Location with certain required uses, including the 
headquarters of the National Urban League (“NUL”), and to operate 
and maintain the Project Location in accordance with the terms of the 
lease.

Project Type: The demolition and construction costs associated with a major 
commercial development project on West 125th Street

Regional Council:  The New York City Regional Council is aware of this item.  The project 
predates the Regional Council Initiative.  

Background:

Grantee History – The New York City Department of Small Business Services helps 
unlock economic potential and create economic security for all New Yorkers by 
connecting New Yorkers to good jobs, creating stronger businesses, and building 
thriving neighborhoods across the five boroughs. 

In April 2007, New York City released PlaNYC, a long-term sustainability plan that 
anticipates the City’s demands for housing, office space, retail shops, parks, schools 
and other municipal services. These demands will increase already high land pressures 
and costs. The plan’s recommendations will ensure that the City efficiently uses its 
land by encouraging transit-oriented development, increasing density where there is 
infrastructure, and by cleaning up brownfields – unlocking the development potential 
for the most appropriate use for the surrounding community. To realize the goals of 
PlaNYC and create additional capacity for growth, New York City is redeveloping and 
revitalizing communities outside the Manhattan central business district. 
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New York - RESTORE II - West 125th Street (W035) 
July 18, 2019

ESD Involvement –   The City applied to ESD for funds in July 2007, to revitalize an 
important urban center that would create a mixed-use development and support the 
growth of 125th Street. 

In 2008, the City’s overall project goals were strengthened by the New York City 
Department of City Planning’s (“DCP”) re-zoning of a portion of 125th Street, creating 
the “Special 125th Street District” to encourage greater density, growth and mixed-use 
development, particularly arts, retail and office uses in the area. The re-zoning 
established zoning bonuses for arts, community facilities, and affordable housing uses, 
allowing greater density for buildings incorporating these uses.

In February 2008, ESD awarded the City $2,000,000 in Restore Round II funds to assist 
with the project. Restore II funding will further the City’s on-going strategy to build and 
sustain healthy neighborhoods by leveraging a variety of public and private resources.

In May 2012, ESD and the NYC Economic Development Corporation (“NYCEDC”) jointly 
issued the Central Harlem Mixed Use Request for Proposals (“RFP”), seeking proposals 
to re-develop the underutilized project parcel, in a manner consistent with the 2008 
re-zoning, creating commercial office, visual and performing arts space, with some 
proportion of these spaces leased at below market rate rent. 

On February 21, 2013, after an extensive review of the two redevelopment proposals 
submitted in response to the RFP, the ESD Board of Directors (the “Directors” or 
“Board”) conditionally designated a team comprising the National Urban League, Inc. 
(“NUL”) and Hudson Companies Inc. to develop the Property and authorized ESD to 
enter into a Pre-Development Agreement (“PDA”), which was signed by the Urban 
League Empowerment Center, LLC (“NUL/ULEC”), a wholly-owned subsidiary of NUL.  
BRP Companies (“BRP”) was subsequently added as a member of the development 
team.

Since the original GPP was affirmed by the Board, the composition of the development 
team has changed. Hudson Companies is no longer involved in the Project.  Now, in 
addition to NUL/ULEC and BRP, the development team includes L&M Development 
Partners (“L+M”) and Taconic Investment Partners (“Taconic”) (collectively, “the 
Developers”).

In June 2014 National Urban League applied under Round 4 of the New York City 
regional economic development council’s consolidated funding application and was 
awarded a $2,500,000 grant in March 2015.  The project will be presented, with Urban 
League Empowerment Center, LLC (“ULEC”) as the grant recipient at the July 2019 ESD 
Board meeting for approval. ULEC is a wholly owned subsidiary of the National Urban 
League.
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ESD will acquire the Site from the City and NYS. Upon acquiring title to the Site, ESD 
will enter into a 99-year ground lease with the Urban League Empowerment Center 
(“ULEC”), a special purpose entity created by NUL, and its development partners.   

No Benefit-Cost Analysis (“BCA”) is required since these projects generate long-term 
benefits not captured in the short-term period used for the BCA and may involve no 
permanent job commitments.

Past ESD Support - Funding for the past five years to the Grantee is summarized in the 
following chart:

Program Project # Amount
Date Start (ESD 

Directors’ 
Approval date)

Date End
(Project Completion: 
Contract Expiration)

Purpose

Restore NY Comm 
07-08 W084 $1,202,141 July 17, 2008 December 31, 2017

Capital Grant - 
Demolition and 

removal of 
hazardous materials

Restore NY Comm 
08-09 W831 $10,000,000 August 16, 2012 December 31, 2019

Capital Grant - 
Demolition, 

infrastructure 
upgrades, and 
environmental 

cleanup

New York Works 
12-13 Connect NY Y605 $1,636,346 March 19, 2015 December 31, 2023

Capital Grant -
Installation/Upgrade 

of existing 
broadband networks

The Project:

Completion – September 2024

Activity – ULEC will enter into a 99-year ground lease with ESD to redevelop the site as a 
mixed-use development. NUL will relocate its national headquarters to the Project and 
develop a civil rights museum and conference center.  
  
Results – ULEC will oversee demolition and remediation of the current Project Location to 
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allow for the creation of a mixed use development project in Harlem that will include 
approximately 42,000 square feet for the National Urban League’s new headquarters, 
105,000 square feet of retail, 70,000-square-feet of commercial office space, 4,500-square 
feet of space for use by local not-for-profits, 21,000-square-feet of cultural space 
dedicated to the Urban Civil Rights Experience Museum, 19,000-square-feet of conference 
center space, and approximately 170 units of residential dwelling units 100% of which 
would be affordable for low and middle income individuals and formerly homeless 
residents.

*Regional Council Capital Fund Grant to be presented at the July 2019 Board meeting
**Source of equity is $13,000,000 from the Developer

Grantee Contact- Liza Kent
1 Liberty Plaza
New York, NY 10006
Phone: (212) 312-3766 
E-mail: lkent@edc. nyc

Project Team- Project Management Javier Roman
Contractor & Supplier Diversity Denise Ross
Environmental Rachel Shatz

Financial Terms and Conditions:

1. Upon execution of the grant disbursement agreement, the City or ULEC will reimburse 
ESD for all out-of-pocket expenses incurred in connection with the project.

2. The City will be obligated to advise ESD of any materially adverse changes in its 
financial condition prior to disbursement. 

Financing Uses Amount Financing Sources Amount Percent
Real Estate Acquisition $12,000,000 ESD Grant (W035) $2,000,000 1%
Construction/Renovation 185,500,000 ESD Grant (Z832)* 2,500,000 1%
Demolition/Environmental 
Remediation 3,900,000

First Mortgages 99,000,000 38%

Other Project Costs            
(Soft Costs) 60,300,000

Housing & Community 
Renewal Subsidy

34,200,000 13%

Low-income Housing 
Tax Credit Equity

44,000,000 17%

National Urban League 
Equity

65,000,000 25%

Developer Equity** 13,000,000 5%
Deferred Developer Fee 2,000,000 <1%

Total Project Costs $261,700,000 Total Project Financing $261,700,000 100%
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3. The Developer will contribute at least a 10% match of the grant amount to the Project. 

4. Up to $2,000,000 will be disbursed to Grantee in two disbursements as follows: 

a) $1,219,200 will be disbursed upon documentation of demolition and 
environmental remediation project costs totaling $3,885,000, assuming that 
all project approvals have been completed and funds are available.  Payment 
will be made upon presentation to ESD of an invoice and such other 
documentation as ESD may reasonably require.  Expenses must be incurred 
on or after January 15, 2008. Previously expended funds may be applied 
toward match requirements retroactive to June 23, 2006, when the Restore 
New York Legislation was enacted.

b) $780,800 will be disbursed upon documentation of construction project costs 
totaling $150,000,000 cumulatively and a temporary certificate of occupancy, 
assuming that all project approvals have been completed and funds are 
available.  Payment will be made upon presentation to ESD of an invoice and 
such other documentation as ESD may reasonably require.  Expenses must 
be incurred on or after January 15, 2008. Previously expended funds may be 
applied toward match requirements retroactive to June 23, 2006, when the 
Restore New York Legislation was enacted.

5. ESD may reallocate the project funds to another form of assistance, at an amount no 
greater than $2,000,000, for this project if ESD determines that the reallocation of the 
assistance would better serve the needs of the City and the State of New York.  In no 
event shall the total amount of any assistance to be so reallocated exceed the total 
amount of assistance approved by the Directors.

Environmental Review:
The Directors made a Determination that No Supplemental Environment Impact Statement is 
needed in connection with adoption of modifications to the GPP and authorization of 
modifications to the Lease Terms.  This Determination addressed all aspects of the Project, 
inclusive of the activities covered under this grant. Therefore, no further environmental review 
is required in connection with this requested authorization.

Non-Discrimination and Contract & Supplier Diversity:
ESD’s Non-Discrimination and Contractor & Supplier Diversity policies will apply to this Project.  
The Development Team shall be required to include minorities and women in any job 
opportunities created, to solicit and utilize Minority- and Women-Owned Business Enterprises 
(“MWBE”) for any and all contractual opportunities generated in connection with the Project, 
and shall be required to use Good Faith Efforts (pursuant to 5 NYCRR §142.8) to achieve MWBE 
participation.  Establishment of specific goals is still pending.
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Statutory Basis – Restore NY Communities:
The funding was authorized in the 2007-2008 New York State budget and reappropriated in the 
2008-2009, 2009-2010, 2010-2011, 2011-2012, 2012-2013, 2013-2014, 2014-2015, 2015-2016, 
2016-2017, 2017-2018, 2018-2019, and 2019-2020 New York State budgets. No residential 
relocation is required as there are no families or individuals residing on the site.
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FOR CONSIDERATION
July 18, 2019

TO: The Directors

FROM: Howard A. Zemsky

SUBJECT: Statewide – Entrepreneurship Assistance Centers (“EAC”)
- Training and Technical Assistance Grants

REQUEST FOR: Findings and Determinations Pursuant to Section 10(g) of the Act; 
Authorization to Make Grants and to Take Related Actions

I. Project Summary

Grantees: Twenty-Four New York State Entrepreneurship Assistance Centers (the 
“EAC Centers” or the “Centers”) - see attached Schedule A.

ESD* Investment: Grants totaling up to $1,764,000 will be awarded to eligible not-for-
profit corporations and community colleges.

* The New York State Urban Development Corporation doing business as 
the Empire State Development (“ESD”).

Project Locations: See attached Schedules A-1 to  A-24 

Proposed Projects: To support the ongoing operations of 24 EAC Centers.

Regional Council: The Regional Councils have been made aware of its respective items.

Anticipated Entrepreneurship Assistance Centers (“EAC”)
Appropriation
Sources:

II. Project Descriptions

A. Background

The Omnibus Economic Development Law of 1987 established the original Entrepreneurial 
Assistance Program (EAP).  In January of 2019, this law was amended in relation to the 
operation of this program that is newly renamed the Entrepreneurship Assistance Centers 
program.   The amended law authorizes the Department of Economic Development d/b/a 
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Empire State Development (“ESD”), through the Entrepreneurship Assistance Centers (“EAC” or 
the “Program”), to issue contracts to not-for-profit corporations, community colleges and 
boards of cooperative educational services for the development of EAC Centers.

Encouraging the formation and growth of small businesses is an important strategic goal of 
New York State.  Effective EAC programs provide intensive, community-based training, technical 
assistance and other related services to small business owners or entrepreneurs, particularly 
minorities and women, to stimulate new business development and to strengthen businesses in 
the early stages of development (1-5 years).  Such assistance is especially important in 
economically distressed areas where high levels of unemployment and declining infrastructure 
further limit the ability for these young businesses to develop.  Effective programs are built on a 
working knowledge of the needs and resources of a community and its region.

During the 2018-19 contract year the Program provided services to 1,640clients who have 
started, retained or expanded over 1,118 businesses, increased sales by $ 60.8 million, secured 
$ 14 million in financing, increased employment by 611 and helped retain 2,071 employees.

In addition to its regular assistance to the small business community the EAC also provided  
“Starting Your Own Business” seminars to area Office of New American Centers located 
throughout NYS; assisting  113 firms to apply for NYS MWBE certification; and enrolled  267 
new entrepreneurs to NY Mentorship program.

B. The Project

There are currently twenty-four EACs located throughout the state.  These Centers provide 
comprehensive assistance in enterprise development to owners and prospective owners of 
small businesses, with a particular interest in serving minority group members, women, 
dislocated workers, and individuals with special needs.

Centers funded by ESD are required to provide the following:

A. One sixty-hour entrepreneurship training course supplemented by intensive 
technical assistance to help new entrepreneurs complete business plans and to 
help them develop viable businesses.  Technical assistance encompasses 
refinement of business concepts, break-even analysis and financial management, 
marketing plans, and market development.

B. Enterprise expansion assistance for existing but still young businesses (under five 
years old).  Centers assist these firms to make the transition into small-growth 
companies.  Enterprise expansion technical assistance includes the following:  
working capital and cash-flow management; general management skills; new 
market development; hiring and managing employees; managing growth; and 
accessing credit and capital.

The 2019-2020 New York State budget includes a state allocation of $1,764,000; with an 
additional $60,701 available from previous funding for a total budget of $1,824,701.  Twenty-
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four of the EAC Centers will be funded with grants of $76,029 for 12 month contracts.  EAC 
Centers are required to match these grants one-to-one (50% or more in cash and no more than 
50% in-kind).

The contract period for 23 of the 24 Centers is June 1, 2019 through May 31, 2020.  Suffolk 
County Community College will have a contract period from July 1, 2019 through June 30, 2020 
because of a previous contract extension.

The Centers will use allocated funds for expenses related to training and technical assistance as 
outlined above; operating expenses including, but not limited to, salaries of EAC coordinators 
and additional support staff; promotional and marketing materials; travel; classroom materials, 
and supplies.

The Centers are required to provide reports relating to their specific achievements during the 
contract period.  In addition, financial reports and documentation of expenditures will be 
required for disbursement of funds.  ESD will verify that each Center is in compliance with 
Program regulations and guidelines and is following all existing contractual arrangements by 
reviewing, verifying and approving the required documentation, including financial reports and 
payment requests.

ESD will enter into an agreement with each center that will stipulate the manner in which 
program funds will be disbursed.

ESD Project Nos.: 132,960 to 132,962; 132,966 to 132,967; 132,969; 132,972 to 132,975; 
132,977 to132,990

Project Team: Program Director Bette Yee
Environmental Rachel Shatz

D. Financial Terms and Conditions 

ESD may reallocate the project funds to another form of assistance, at an amount no greater 
than the amount approved, for this project if ESD determines that the reallocation of the 
assistance would better serve the needs of the Company and the State of New York.  In no 
event shall the total amount of any assistance to be so reallocated exceed the total amount of 
assistance approved by the Directors.

IV. Statutory Basis

The Entrepreneurship Assistance Centers are authorized in the 2019-2020 New York State 
budget and subdivisions 2,3, and 6 of section 211of the Economic Development Law as added 
by chapter 398 of the laws of 2018. No residential relocation is required as there are no families 
or individuals residing on the sites. 
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V. Environmental Review

ESD staff has determined that the approval of the Entrepreneurship Assistance Centers grants 
do not constitute an action as defined by the New York State Environmental Quality Review Act 
(“SEQRA”) and the implementing regulations of the New York State Department of 
Environmental Conservation.  No further environmental review is required in connection with 
the action.  

VI. Non-Discrimination and Contractor & Supplier Diversity 

Pursuant to New York State Executive Law Article 15-A, ESD recognizes its obligation under the 
law to promote opportunities for maximum feasible participation of certified minority-and 
women-owned businesses (MWBEs) in the performance of ESD projects.  For purposes of this 
project, however, goals will not be established due to the nature of this initiative. 

VII. ESD Employment Enforcement Policy

ESD's Employment Enforcement Policy will not apply since the project will not directly create or 
retain jobs

VIII. ESD Financial Assistance Subject to Availability of Funds and Additional Approval

The provision of ESD financial assistance is contingent upon the availability of funds and the 
approval of the State Division of the Budget. 

IX. Additional Submissions to Directors

Resolutions
Entrepreneurial Assistance Program – Regional Listing 
Schedules A-1 – A- 24
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July 18, 2019

Statewide – Entrepreneurship Assistance Centers (Training and Technical Assistance 
Grants); Findings and Determinations Pursuant to Section 10(g) of the Act; Authorization 
to Make Grants and to Take Related Actions

RESOLVED, that on the basis of the materials presented to this meeting, a copy of which is 
hereby ordered filed with the records of the Empire State Development (“ESD”), relating to the 
Entrepreneurship Assistance Centers (Training and Technical Assistance Grants) Projects, (the 
“Projects”), ESD hereby determines pursuant to Section 10 (g) of the New York State Urban 
Development Corporation Act of 1968, as amended (the “Act”), that there are no families or 
individuals to be displaced from the project area; and be it further 

RESOLVED, that the President and Chief Executive Officer or his designee(s) be, and each of 
them hereby is, authorized to make grants for a total amount not to exceed One Million Eight 
hundred twenty-Four Thousand Seven Hundred One ($1,824,701) from the Entrepreneurship 
Assistance Centers for the purposes, and substantially on the terms and conditions, set forth in 
the materials presented to this meeting, with such changes as the President and Chief Executive 
Officer or his designee(s) may deem appropriate, subject to the availability of funds and the 
approval of the State Division of the Budget; and be it further

RESOLVED, that the President and Chief Executive Officer or his designee(s) be, subsequent to 
the making of the grant, and each of them hereby is, authorized to take such actions and make 
such modifications to the terms of the grant as he or she may deem necessary or appropriate in 
the administration of the grant; and be it further

RESOLVED, that the provision of ESD financial assistance is expressly contingent upon: (1) the 
approval of the Public Authorities Control Board, if applicable, and (2) receipt of all other 
necessary approvals; and be it further

RESOLVED, that the President and Chief Executive Officer or his designee(s) be, and each of 
them hereby is, authorized in the name and on behalf of ESD to execute and deliver any and all 
documents and to take all actions as he or she may in his or her sole discretion consider to be 
necessary or proper to effectuate the foregoing resolutions.

*  *  *
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Entrepreneurship Assistance Centers

Regional Listing

1. ACCORD Corporation (Western New York Region - Allegany County)
2. Adirondack Economic Development Corporation (North Country Region – Jefferson

County)
3. Bedford Stuyvesant Restoration Corporation (New York City Region – Kings County)
4. Binghamton Local Development Corporation (Southern Tier Region - Broome County)
5. Business Outreach Center, Inc. (New York City Region - Queens County (Jamaica/Corona)
6. Business Training Institute, Inc. (Mohawk Valley Region - Oneida County)
7. CAMBA (New York City Region - Kings County)
8. Capital Region Chamber Foundation, Inc. of Albany-Colonie Regional Chamber of 

Commerce - (Capital Region - Albany County)
9. Chinatown Manpower Project, Inc. (New York City Region - New York County)
10. Hofstra University (Long Island Region - Nassau County)
11. Hot Bread Kitchen, Ltd. (New York City Region – New York County)
12. IBERO American Action League – Medaille College Buffalo (Western New York Region – 

    Erie/Niagara Counties)
13. IBERO American Action League - Waverly (Southern Tier Region – Chemung County)
14. Local Development Corporation of East New York (New York City Region - Kings County)
15. Queens Economic Development Corporation (New York City Region - Queens County)
16. Renaissance Economic Development Corporation (New York City Region - New York 

County)
17. South Bronx Overall Economic Development Corporation (New York City Region –

    Bronx County)
18. South Bronx Overall Economic Development Corporation [New York City Region – Bronx 

    County (South Bronx)]
19. Suffolk County Community College (Long Island Region - Suffolk County)
20. Syracuse University (Central New York Region - Onondaga County)
21. Urban League of Rochester (Finger Lakes Region - Monroe County)
22. Washington Heights Inwood Development Corporation (New York City Region –

    New York County)
23. Women’s Enterprise Development Center Inc. (Mid-Hudson Region – Westchester 

    County)
24. Women’s Enterprise Development Center Inc. (Mid-Hudson Region – Dutchess, Orange, 

    Sullivan, Ulster and Putnam Counties)
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SCHEDULE A-1

ACCORD Corporation 
Entrepreneurship Assistance Centers, (132,960)

Grantee: ACCORD Corporation (“ACCORD” or the “Corporation”)

ESD Investment: A grant of up to $76,029 will be awarded to cover operating 
expenses, training and technical assistance from June 1, 2019 
through May 31, 2020.

Project Location: ACCORD Corp/Allegany Business Center
87 Schuyler Street, Belmont, NY 14813

Proposed Project: Business Training and Technical Assistance

Regional Council: New York State’s Entrepreneurship Assistance Centers has 
provided business services for almost 3 decades in the region and 
is poised to assist the Western New York Regional Economic 
Development Council initiative to foster a strong culture of 
entrepreneurship through training, incubators and public 
awareness. 

Background:

Company History – ACCORD Corporation and its Business and Community Development 
Division operates the Allegany Business Center and exclusively provides entrepreneurial 
assistance to rural Allegany, Cattaraugus, and Steuben counties for the last 25 years.

Ownership – ACCORD is a New York State 501(c) 3 not-for-profit corporation.

ESD Involvement – New York State’s Entrepreneurship Assistance Centers (“EAC”) was 
created in January 2019 as an amendment of the 1987 NYS Omnibus Economic 
Development Act.  The EAC establishes Centers in local communities to provide 
instruction, training, technical assistance and support services to individuals who have 
recently started their own business or are interested in starting a business.

Past ESD Support - ACCORD was awarded its first grant in 1995.  EAC grants are based on 
the availability of funds and have ranged from $35,000 and $99,593 since the program’s 
inception. To date, ACCORD has received approximately $2,448,650 in EAC grant funds.
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The Project:

Completion – May 31, 2020

Activity - ACCORD will help prepare entrepreneurs and existing business owners for the 
world of business by teaching business principles, thereby reducing business failures, 
facilitating self-sufficiency and profitability, expansion and assistance with securing 
capital. 

Results - The Entrepreneurship Assistance Centers encourages the start of new businesses 
and the continuous development of existing businesses.  The aim is to help entrepreneurs 
develop a viable business and to assist new firms to make the transition to small growth 
companies.  To track the performance of grantees funded under EAC, grantees are 
required to meet specific program goals such as number of clients served, businesses 
started, increases in sales and employment and financing secured.

EAC Project Budget ACCORD Corporation 

Financial Uses Financial Sources
Project #132,960

ACCORD EAC Budget 
FY 19/20 Project Amount % Uses ESD Grant

Cash Match 
$38,015 

Minimum
In-Kind 
Match

Salaries /Fringe $126,550 83% $70,520 $18,015 $38,015

Contractual 
Services/Curriculum/
Staff Development

- 0% - - -

Project Expenses 25,209 19% 5,509 20,000 -
Total Project Costs $152,059 100% $76,029 $38,015 $38,015 

% of Financial Sources 100% 50% 25% 25%

Grantee Contact: Lesley Gooch-Christman, Executive Director
Telephone: (585)268-7605
Fax: (585)268-5085
E-Mail: lchristman@accordcorp. org

Project Team: Program Director Bette Yee
Environmental Rachel Shatz
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Financial Terms and Conditions:

1. Grantee will be obligated to advise ESD of any materially adverse changes in its financial 
condition prior to disbursement. 

2. The Grantee will match the EAC grant 100%, of which at least 50% must be cash.  
Matching funds may derive from any funding source except the State. 

3. An advance of up to 50% of the ESD Grant ($38,015) will be disbursed to the Grantee 
upon execution of the Grant Disbursement Agreement (“GDA”), assuming that all 
project approvals have been completed and funds are available.  The final 50% of the 
ESD Grant ($38,014) will be disbursed once ESD receives all supporting documentation 
as ESD may require.  ESD may withhold the final 10% of the Grant ($7,603) until all of 
the tasks and reports have been completed to ESD’s satisfaction.
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SCHEDULE A-2

Adirondack Economic Development Corporation
Entrepreneurship Assistance Centers, (132,961)

Grantee: Adirondack Economic Development Corporation (“AEDC” or the 
“Corporation”)

ESD Investment: A grant of up to $76,029 will be awarded to cover operating 
expenses, training and technical assistance from June 1, 2019 
through May 31, 2020.

Project Location: 67 Main Street - Suite 300, Saranac Lake NY, 12893

Proposed Project: Business Training and Technical Assistance

Regional Council: New York State’s Entrepreneurship Assistance Centers has 
provided business services for almost 3 decades in the region and 
is poised to assist the North Country Regional Economic 
Development Council goals to support small business 
development while encouraging and assisting entrepreneurs in 
the region with growth and development.

Background:

Company History – The AEDC is a not-for-profit economic development corporation 
whose mission is to “foster and support the growth of sustainable North County 
communities through support of aspiring entrepreneurs and existing small business 
owners.

Ownership – Adirondack Economic Development is a New York State 501(c) 3 not-for-
profit corporation.

ESD Involvement – New York State’s Entrepreneurship Assistance Centers (“EAC”) was 
created in January 2019 as an amendment of the 1987 NYS Omnibus Economic 
Development Act.   The EAC establishes Centers in local communities to provide 
instruction, training, technical assistance and support services to individuals who have 
recently started their own business or are interested in starting a business.

Past ESD Support - Adirondack Economic Development was awarded its first grant in 
1990.  EAC grants are based on the availability of funds and have ranged from $35,000 
and $99,593 since the program’s inception. To date, Adirondack Economic Development 
has received approximately $964,287 in EAC grant funds.
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The Project:

Completion – May 31, 2020

Activity – AEDC will provide an array of services including but not limited to business 
training using the NxLeveL business curriculum which is designed to guide the participant 
through the process of building a business plan and technical assistance which includes a 
comprehensive assessment of the client’s skills and needs to build a solid foundation for 
business success. 

Results - The Entrepreneurship Assistance Centers encourages the start of new businesses 
and the continuous development of existing businesses.  The aim is to help entrepreneurs 
develop a viable business and to assist new firms to make the transition to small growth 
companies.  To track the performance of grantees funded under EAC, grantees are 
required to meet specific program goals such as number of clients served, businesses 
started, increases in sales and employment and financing secured.

EAC Project Budget Adirondack Economic Development Corporation

Financial Uses Financial Sources
Project #132,961     
AEDC EAC Budget 

FY19/20
Project 
Amount

% 
Uses

ESD 
Grant

Cash Match 
$38,015 

Minimum
In-Kind 
Match

Salaries /Fringe $132,000 87% $66,000 $66,000 $0
Contractual 
Services/Curriculum/
Staff Development

- 0% - -      - 

Project Expenses 20,058 13% 10,029 10,029 0 
Total Project Costs $152,058 100% $76,029 $76,029 $0 

% of Financial Sources 100% 50% 50% 0%

Grantee Contact: Victoria Zin Duley, Executive Director
Telephone: (518) 891-5523 ext. 101
Fax (518) 891-9820
E-Mail: VDuley@AEDConline. com 

Project Team: Program Director Bette Yee
Environmental Rachel Shatz
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Financial Terms and Conditions:

1. Grantee will be obligated to advise ESD of any materially adverse changes in its financial 
condition prior to disbursement. 

2. The Grantee will match the grant 100%, of which at least 50% must be cash.  Matching 
funds may derive from any funding source except the State. 

3. An advance of up to 50% of the ESD Grant ($38,015) will be disbursed to the Grantee 
upon execution of the Grant Disbursement Agreement (“GDA”), assuming that all 
project approvals have been completed and funds are available.  The final 50% of the 
ESD Grant ($38,014) will be disbursed once ESD receives all supporting documentation 
as ESD may require.  ESD may withhold the final 10% of the Grant ($7,603) until all of 
the tasks and reports have been completed to ESD’s satisfaction.
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SCHEDULE A-3

Bedford Stuyvesant Restoration Corporation
Entrepreneurship Assistance Centers, (132,962)

Grantee: Bedford Stuyvesant Restoration Corporation (“BSRC” or the 
“Corporation”)

ESD Investment: A grant of up to $76,029 will be awarded to cover operating 
expenses, training and technical assistance from June 1, 2019 
through May 31, 2020.

Project Location: 1368 Fulton Street, Brooklyn, NY  11216

Proposed Project: Business Training and Technical Assistance

Regional Council: New York State’s Entrepreneurship Assistance Centers has 
provided business services for almost 3 decades in the region and 
is poised to assist the New York City Regional Economic 
Development Council with its goals to assist small businesses with 
growth and development as well as their priority action to provide 
business development and assistance to Minority and Women-
Owned businesses.

Background:

Company History – Bedford-Stuyvesant Restoration Corporation “BSRC”, the nation’s first 
community development corporation, is dedicated to working with residents and 
businesses to attain the comprehensive revitalization of Central Brooklyn.  BSRC has been 
an active participant in community economic revitalization by providing technical 
assistance to new and existing businesses.

Ownership – Bedford Stuyvesant Restoration Corporation is a 501(c) (3) not-for-profit 
corporation.

ESD Involvement – New York State’s Entrepreneurship Assistance Centers (“EAC”) was 
created in January 2019 as an amendment of the 1987 NYS Omnibus Economic 
Development Act.   The EAC establishes Centers in local communities to provide 
instruction, training, technical assistance and support services to individuals who have 
recently started their own business or are interested in starting a business.
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Past ESD Support – Bedford Stuyvesant Restoration Corporation was awarded its first EAC 
grant in 2015.  EAC grants are based on the availability of funds and have ranged from 
$35,000 and $99,593 since the program’s inception. To date, Bedford Stuyvesant 
Restoration Corporation has received approximately $326,987.

The Project:

Completion – May 31, 2020

Activity – BSRC will provide services to individuals seeking to start or expand their 
business, and programs and services designed to help them identify and implement good 
business planning practices and to instill the concept of continuous learning over the life 
of their business.  

Results - The Entrepreneurship Assistance Centers encourages the start of new businesses 
and the continuous development of existing businesses.  The aim is to help entrepreneurs 
develop a viable business and to assist new firms to make the transition to small growth 
companies.  To track the performance of grantees funded under EAC, grantees are 
required to meet specific program goals such as number of clients served, businesses 
started, increases in sales and employment and financing secured.
 

EAC Project Budget Bedford Stuyvesant Restoration Corporation

Financial Uses Financial Sources
Project #132,962       
BSRC EAC Budget 

FY19/20
Project 
Amount

% 
Uses

ESD 
Grant

Cash Match 
$38,015 

Minimum
In-Kind 
Match

Salaries /Fringe $135,632 89% $68,250 $67,382 $0
Contractual 
Services/Curriculum/
Staff Development

- 0% - -                 - 

Project Expenses 16,426 11% 7,479 8,647            -

Total Project Costs $152,058 100% $76,029 $76,029 $0 
% of Financial Sources 100% 50% 50% 0%

Grantee Contact(s): Gordon Bell, Executive Vice President Strategy and Business
Telephone: (718) 636-6984
Fax: (718) 636-0511
E-Mail: gbell@restorationplaza. org

Project Team: Program Director Bette Yee
Environmental Rachel Shatz
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Financial Terms and Conditions:

1. Grantee will be obligated to advise ESD of any materially adverse changes in its financial 
condition prior to disbursement. 

2. The Grantee will match the EAC grant 100%, of which at least 50% must be cash.  
Matching funds may derive from any funding source except the State. 

3. An advance of up to 50% of the ESD Grant ($38,015) will be disbursed to the Grantee 
upon execution of the Grant Disbursement Agreement (“GDA”), assuming that all 
project approvals have been completed and funds are available.  The final 50% of the 
ESD Grant ($38,014) will be disbursed once ESD receives all supporting documentation 
as ESD may require.  ESD may withhold the final 10% of the Grant ($7,603) until all of 
the tasks and reports have been completed to ESD’s satisfaction. 
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SCHEDULE A-4

Binghamton Local Development Corporation
Entrepreneurship Assistance Centers, (132,966)

Grantee: Binghamton Local Development Corporation (“BLDC” or the 
“Corporation”)

ESD Investment: A grant of up to $76,029 will be awarded to cover operating 
expenses, training and technical assistance from June 1, 2019 
through May 31, 2020.

Project Location: Broome Community College - Center for Community Education
907 Upper Front Street, Binghamton, NY 13905

Proposed Project: Business Training and Technical Assistance

Regional Council: New York State’s Entrepreneurship Assistance Centers has 
provided business services for almost 3 decades in the region and 
is poised to assist the Southern Tier Regional Economic 
Development Council with its goals to develop the region’s 
downtowns, commercial and retail opportunities by providing 
business services and other necessary assistance to new and 
aspiring entrepreneurs in the region.

Background:

Company History – The Binghamton Local Development Corporation exists to further 
sustainable economic development in the City of Binghamton by attracting new business, 
retaining and growing established business, building industrial and commercial capacity, 
promoting employment, and fostering entrepreneurship and innovation.  BLDC will deliver 
the EAC program through a consortium entitled the Broome Triad.  The Triad consists of 
the following three organizations, Broome Community College, The Broome Employment 
Center of Broome Tioga Workforce Development and The Broome County Urban League.

Ownership – Binghamton Local Development Corporation is a New York State 501(c) 3 
not-for-profit corporation.

ESD Involvement – New York State’s Entrepreneurship Assistance Centers (“EAC”) was 
created in January 2019 as an amendment of the 1987 NYS Omnibus Economic 
Development Act.  The EAC establishes centers in local communities to provide 
instruction, training, technical assistance and support services to individuals who have 
recently started their own business or are interested in starting a business.
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Past ESD Support – Binghamton Local Development Corporation was awarded its first 
grant in 1995.  EAC grants are based on the availability of funds and have ranged from 
$35,000 and $99,593 since the program’s inception. To date, Binghamton Local 
Development Corporation has received approximately $1,487,602 in EAC grant funds.

The Project:

Project Completion – May 31, 2020

Activity – Binghamton Local Development Corporation and The Broome Triad will provide 
assistance in enterprise development to minority group members, women, dislocated 
workers and individuals with special needs who are seeking to start their own business 
venture; or who are seeking to expand their early-stage firms.

Results - The Entrepreneurship Assistance Centers encourages the start of new businesses 
and the continuous development of existing businesses.  The aim is to help entrepreneurs 
develop a viable business and to assist new firms to make the transition to small growth 
companies.  To track the performance of grantees funded under EAC, grantees are 
required to meet specific program goals such as number of clients served, businesses 
started, increases in sales and employment and financing secured.

 
EAC Project Budget Binghamton Local Development Corporation

Financial Uses Financial Sources
Project 132,966     

BLDC EAC Budget 
FY19/20

Project 
Amount

% 
Uses

ESD 
Grant

Cash Match 
$38,015 

Minimum
In-Kind 
Match

Salaries /Fringe $108,041 71% $71,791 $37,250
$            -

-
Contractual 
Services/Curriculum/
Staff Development

9,779 6% 1,500 -- 8,279

Project Expenses 34,238 23% 2,738 6,500 25,000 
Total Project Costs $152,058 100% $76,029 $42,750 $33,279 

% of Financial Sources 100% 50% 28% 22%

Grantee Contact: Robert Murphy, Executive Director
Telephone: (607) 772-7161
E-Mail: rcmurphy@cityofbinghamton. com

Project Team: Program Director Bette Yee
Environmental Rachel Shatz
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Financial Terms and Conditions:

1. Grantee will be obligated to advise ESD of any materially adverse changes in its financial 
condition prior to disbursement. 

2. The Grantee will match the EAC grant 100%, of which at least 50% must be cash.  
Matching funds may derive from any funding source except the State. 

3. An advance of up to 50% of the ESD Grant ($38,015) will be disbursed to the Grantee 
upon execution of the Grant Disbursement Agreement (“GDA”), assuming that all 
project approvals have been completed and funds are available.  The final 50% of the 
ESD Grant ($38,014) will be disbursed once ESD receives all supporting documentation 
as ESD may require.  ESD may withhold the final 10% of the Grant ($7,603) until all of 
the tasks and reports have been completed to ESD’s satisfaction. 
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SCHEDULE A-5

Business Outreach Center Network, Inc.
Entrepreneurship Assistance Centers, (132,990)

Grantee: Business Outreach Center Network, Inc. 

ESD Investment: A grant of up to $76,029 will be awarded to cover operating 
expenses, training and technical assistance from June 1, 2019 
through May 31, 2020.

Project Location: 96-11 40th Road, Corona, NY 11368

Proposed Project: Business Training and Technical Assistance

Regional Council: New York State’s Entrepreneurship Assistance Centers has 
provided business services for almost 3 decades in the region and 
is poised to assist the New York City Regional Economic 
Development Council with its goals to assist small businesses with 
growth and development as well as their priority action to provide 
business development and assistance to Minority and Women-
Owned businesses.

Background:

Company History – The Business Outreach Center (BOC) Network is a not-for-profit 
membership organization dedicated to small business development and community-
based job creation.  BOC’s mission is to improve the economic prospects of traditionally 
underserved groups, with a focus on low-and moderate-income entrepreneurs and their 
communities, and thereby create genuinely brighter futures.

Ownership – Business Outreach Center is a New York State 501(c) 3 not-for-profit 
corporation.

ESD Involvement – New York State’s Entrepreneurship Assistance Centers (“EAC”) was 
created in January 2019 as an amendment of the 1987 NYS Omnibus Economic 
Development Act. The EAC establishes Centers in local communities to provide 
instruction, training, technical assistance and support services to individuals who have 
recently started their own business or are interested in starting a business.

Past ESD Support – The Business Outreach Center Network, Inc. was awarded its first EAC 
grant in 2016.  EAC grants are based on the availability of funds and have ranged from 
$35,000 and $99,593 since the program’s inception. To date, approximately $219,337 of 
EAC grant funds have been disbursed to the Business Outreach Center Network, Inc.
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The Project:

Project Completion – May 31, 2020

Activity – The EAC center will implement a 60-hour training program that will help 
participants learn the business skills to open or expand their businesses.  Goals include 
client orientation, 60 hour training, technical assistance, and preparation of business 
action plans and other services to help clients achieve business success.

Results - The Entrepreneurship Assistance Centers encourages the start of new businesses 
and the continuous development of existing businesses.  The aim is to help entrepreneurs 
develop a viable business and to assist new firms to make the transition to small growth 
companies.  To track the performance of grantees funded under EAC, grantees are 
required to meet specific program goals such as number of clients served, businesses 
started, increases in sales and employment and financing secured.

EAC Project Budget Business Outreach Center Network, Inc.

Financial Uses Financial Sources
Project #132,990
BOC EAC Budget 

FY19/20
Project 
Amount

% 
Uses ESD Grant

Cash Match 
$38,015 

Minimum
In-Kind 
Match

Salaries /Fringe
    

$132,663 87%
        

$63,535 $     69,128 $              --
Contractual 
Services/Curriculum/
Staff Development

1,100 1% 1,100       -- --

Project Expenses 18,295 12% 11,394 6,901  --

Total Project Costs $  152,058 100% $76,029 $76,029 $0 
% of Financial Sources 100% 50% 50% 0%

Grantee Contact(s): Nancy Carin, Executive Director
Telephone: (718) 624-9115 ext.1011
Fax: (718) 246-1881
E-Mail: ncarin@bocnet. org

Project Team: Program Director Bette Yee
Environmental Rachel Shatz
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Financial Terms and Conditions:

1. Grantee will be obligated to advise ESD of any materially adverse changes in its financial 
condition prior to disbursement. 

2. The Grantee will match the EAC grant 100%, of which at least 50% must be cash.  
Matching funds may derive from any funding source except the State. 

3. An advance of up to 50% of the ESD Grant ($38,015) will be disbursed to the Grantee 
upon execution of the Grant Disbursement Agreement (“GDA”), assuming that all 
project approvals have been completed and funds are available.  The final 50% of the 
ESD Grant ($38,014) will be disbursed once ESD receives all supporting documentation 
as ESD may require.  ESD may withhold the final 10% of the Grant ($7,603) until all of 
the tasks and reports have been completed to ESD’s satisfaction. 
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SCHEDULE A-6

Business Training Institute, Inc.
Entrepreneurship Assistance Centers, (132,967)

Grantee: Business Training Institute, Inc. (the “Corporation”)

ESD Investment: A grant of up to $76,029 will be awarded to cover operating 
expenses, training and technical assistance from June 1, 2019 
through May 31, 2020.

Project Location: The Radisson Centre - 200 Genesee Street, Utica, NY 13502

Proposed Project: Business Training and Technical Assistance

Regional Council: New York State’s Entrepreneurship Assistance Centers has 
provided business services for almost 3 decades in the region and 
is poised to assist the Mohawk Valley Regional Economic 
Development Council strategies to ensure that the region 
maintains a focused business outreach and retention effort to 
stabilize existing businesses, promote an atmosphere that foster 
innovation and entrepreneurial growth.

Background:

Company History – The Entrepreneur Assistance Program Center was established over 
twenty-one years ago and is the only Entrepreneur Assistance Program serving Oneida, 
Madison and Herkimer counties.

Ownership – Business Training Institute, Inc. is a New York State 501(c) 3 not-for-profit 
corporation.

ESD Involvement – New York State’s Entrepreneurship Assistance Centers (“EAC”) was 
created in January 2019 as an amendment of the 1987 NYS Omnibus Economic 
Development Act. The EAC establishes Centers in local communities to provide 
instruction, training, technical assistance and support services to individuals who have 
recently started their own business or are interested in starting a business.

Past ESD Support – Business Training Institute, Inc. was awarded its first grant in 1995.  
EAC grants are based on the availability of funds and have ranged from $35,000 and 
$99,593 since the program’s inception. To date, Business Training Institute has received 
approximately $1,208,878 in EAC grant funds.
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The Project:

Project Completion – May 31, 2020

Activity – The EAC center will implement a 60-hour training program that will help 
participants learn the business skills to open or expand their businesses.  Goals include 
client orientation, 60 hour training, technical assistance, and preparation of business 
action plans and other services to help clients achieve business success.

Results - The Entrepreneurship Assistance Centers encourages the start of new businesses 
and the continuous development of existing businesses.  The aim is to help entrepreneurs 
develop a viable business and to assist new firms to make the transition to small growth 
companies.  To track the performance of grantees funded under EAC, grantees are 
required to meet specific program goals such as number of clients served, businesses 
started, increases in sales and employment and financing secured.

EAC Project Budget Business Training Institute, Inc.

Financial Uses Financial Sources
Project #132,967           
BTI EAC Budget 

FY19/20
Project 
Amount

% 
Uses

ESD 
Grant

Cash Match 
$38,015 

Minimum
In-Kind 
Match

Salaries /Fringe $140,502 92% $64,473 $76,029 $           --
Contractual 
Services/Curriculum/
Staff Development

5,400 4% 5,400 - -

Project Expenses 6,156 4% 6,156 - - 
Total Project Costs $152,058 100% $76,029 $76,029 $0 

% of Financial Sources 100% 50% 50% 0%

Grantee Contact(s): Dr. Patricia Laino, Executive Director
Telephone: (315) 733-9848
Fax: (315) 733-0247
E-Mail: lainoleo@aol. com

Project Team: Program Director Bette Yee
Environmental Rachel Shatz
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Financial Terms and Conditions:

1. Grantee will be obligated to advise ESD of any materially adverse changes in its financial 
condition prior to disbursement. 

2. The Grantee will match the EAC grant 100%, of which at least 50% must be cash.  
Matching funds may derive from any funding source except the State. 

3. An advance of up to 50% of the ESD Grant ($38,015) will be disbursed to the Grantee 
upon execution of the Grant Disbursement Agreement (“GDA”), assuming that all 
project approvals have been completed and funds are available.  The final 50% of the 
ESD Grant ($38,014) will be disbursed once ESD receives all supporting documentation 
as ESD may require.  ESD may withhold the final 10% of the Grant ($7,603) until all of 
the tasks and reports have been completed to ESD’s satisfaction.
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SCHEDULE A-7

CAMBA, Inc.
Entrepreneurship Assistance Centers, (132,969)

Grantee: CAMBA, Inc.

ESD Investment: A grant of up to $76,029 will be awarded to cover operating 
expenses, training and technical assistance from June 1, 2019 
through May 31, 2020.

Project Location: 2244 Church Avenue – 4th Floor, Brooklyn, NY 11226

Proposed Project: Business Training and Technical Assistance

Regional Council: New York State’s Entrepreneurship Assistance Centers has 
provided business services for almost 3 decades in the region and 
is poised to assist the New York City Regional Economic 
Development Council with its goals to assist small businesses with 
growth and development as well as their priority action to provide 
business development and assistance to Minority and Women-
Owned businesses.

Background:

Company History – CAMBA’s mission is to provide services that connect people with 
opportunities to enhance their quality of life.  Since 1995 CAMBA Small Business Services 
has successfully operated an Entrepreneurship Assistance Centers Center.

Ownership – CAMBA, Inc. is a New York State 501(c) 3 not-for-profit corporation.

ESD Involvement – New York State’s Entrepreneurship Assistance Centers (“EAC”) was 
created in January 2019 as an amendment of the 1987 NYS Omnibus Economic 
Development Act.  The EAC establishes Centers in local communities to provide 
instruction, training, technical assistance and support services to individuals who have 
recently started their own business or are interested in starting a business.

Past ESD Support – CAMBA, Inc. was awarded its first grant in 1995.  EAC grants are based 
on the availability of funds and have ranged from $35,000 and $99,593 since the 
program’s inception. To date, CAMBA, Inc. has received approximately $1,207,766 in EAC 
grant funds.
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The Project:

Completion – May 31, 2020

Activity – CAMBA’s EAC center provides entrepreneurial training and technical assistance 
to low-income entrepreneurs in business formation for new enterprises and business 
expansion for existing businesses.  CAMBA will provide a 10-week 60-hour business 
training course, with a focus on business plan development.  In addition participants will 
receive technical assistance, loan packaging and assistance with acquiring financing.

 
Results - The Entrepreneurship Assistance Centers encourages the start of new businesses 
and the continuous development of existing businesses.  The aim is to help entrepreneurs 
develop a viable business and to assist new firms to make the transition to small growth 
companies.  To track the performance of grantees funded under EAC, grantees are 
required to meet specific program goals such as number of clients served, businesses 
started, increases in sales and employment and financing secured.

EAC Project Budget CAMBA, Inc.

Financial Uses Financial Sources
Project 132,969

CAMBA EAC Budget 
FY17/18

Project 
Amount

% 
Uses ESD Grant

Cash Match 
$38,015 

Minimum
In-Kind 
Match

Salaries /Fringe $145,637 96% $69,608 $76,029 $0
Contractual 
Services/Curriculum/
Staff Development

-- 0% -- -- 

Project Expenses 6,421 4% 6,421 -- -- 

Total Project Costs $152,058 100% $76,029 $76,029 $0 
% of Financial Sources 100% 50% 50% 0%

Grantee Contact: Joanne M. Oplustil, Executive Director
Telephone: (718)287-2600
Fax: (718)856-4647
E-Mail: joanneO@camba. org

Project Team: Program Director Bette Yee
Environmental Rachel Shatz
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Financial Terms and Conditions:

1. Grantee will be obligated to advise ESD of any materially adverse changes in its financial 
condition prior to disbursement. 

2. The Grantee will match the EAC grant 100%, of which at least 50% must be cash.  
Matching funds may derive from any funding source except the State. 

3. An advance of up to 50% of the ESD Grant ($38,015) will be disbursed to the Grantee 
upon execution of the Grant Disbursement Agreement (“GDA”), assuming that all 
project approvals have been completed and funds are available.  The final 50% of the 
ESD Grant ($38,014) will be disbursed once ESD receives all supporting documentation 
as ESD may require.  ESD may withhold the final 10% of the Grant ($7,603) until all of 
the tasks and reports have been completed to ESD’s satisfaction.
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SCHEDULE A-8

Capital Region Chamber Foundation, Inc.
Entrepreneurship Assistance Centers, (132,972)

Grantee: The Capital Region Chamber Foundation, Inc.

ESD Investment: A grant of up to $76,029 will be awarded to cover operating 
expenses, training and technical assistance from June 1, 2019 
through May 31, 2020.

Project Location: Five Computer Drive South, Albany, NY 12205

Proposed Project: Business Training and Technical Assistance

Regional Council: New York State’s Entrepreneurship Assistance Centers has 
provided business services for almost 3 decades in the region and 
is poised to assist the Capital Regional Economic Development 
Council goals to support small business development while 
encouraging and assisting entrepreneurs in the region with 
growth and development.

Background:

Company History – The Capital Chamber Foundation, Inc. provides technical assistance 
and financial assistance through the Entrepreneurship Assistance Centers since 1991.  The 
mission is to give opportunity to the targeted population of low to moderate income 
individuals, minorities, and women, individuals with special needs, dislocated workers and 
disenfranchised business owners to become successful entrepreneurs.

Ownership – Capital Chamber Foundation, Inc. of the Albany-Colonie Region Chamber is a 
New York State 501(c) 3 not-for-profit corporation.

ESD Involvement – New York State’s Entrepreneurship Assistance Centers (“EAC”) was 
created in January 2019 as an amendment of the 1987 NYS Omnibus Economic 
Development Act.  The EAC establishes Centers in local communities to provide 
instruction, training, technical assistance and support services to individuals who have 
recently started their own business or are interested in starting a business.

Past ESD Support – The Capital Chamber Foundation through its parent, the Albany 
Colonie Regional Chamber, was awarded its first grant in 1991.  EAC grants are based on 
the availability of funds and have ranged from $35,000 and $99,593 since the program’s 
inception. To date, The Capital Chamber Foundation and The Albany Colonie Region 
Chamber has to date received approximately $1,511,503 in EAC grant funds.
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The Project:

Completion – May 31, 2020

Activity – The Capital Chamber Foundation seeks to increase the number of successful 
businesses within the community by providing expert technical assistance and improved 
access to capital.  This is done by providing a multitude of services including a 60-hour 
business training course, technical assistance and access to capital.

 
Results - The Entrepreneurship Assistance Centers encourages the start of new businesses 
and the continuous development of existing businesses.  The aim is to help entrepreneurs 
develop a viable business and to assist new firms to make the transition to small growth 
companies.  To track the performance of grantees funded under EAC, grantees are 
required to meet specific program goals such as number of clients served, businesses 
started, increases in sales and employment and financing secured.

EAC Project Budget Capital Chamber Foundation, Inc.

Financial Uses Financial Sources
Project #132,972    
CRCF EAC Budget 

FY19/20
Project 
Amount

% 
Uses

ESD 
Grant

Cash Match 
$38,015 

Minimum
In-Kind 
Match

Salaries /Fringe $119,043 78% $76,029 $ 38,000
$           

5,014
Contractual 
Services/Curriculum/
Staff Development

25,000 16% -- 1,000 24,000

Project Expenses 8,015 5% --  8,015 -- 

Total Project Costs $152,058 100% $76,029 $47,015 $29,014 
% of Financial Sources 100% 50% 31% 19%

Grantee Contact: Mark Eagan, President & CEO
Telephone: (518) 431-1430
Fax: (518) 431-1452
Email: Meagan@capitalregionchamber. com

Project Team: Program Director Bette Yee
Environmental Rachel Shatz
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Financial Terms and Conditions:

1. Grantee will be obligated to advise ESD of any materially adverse changes in its financial 
condition prior to disbursement. 

2. The Grantee will match the EAC grant 100%, of which at least 50% must be cash.  
Matching funds may derive from any funding source except the State. 

3. An advance of up to 50% of the ESD Grant ($38,015) will be disbursed to the Grantee 
upon execution of the Grant Disbursement Agreement (“GDA”), assuming that all 
project approvals have been completed and funds are available.  The final 50% of the 
ESD Grant ($38,014) will be disbursed once ESD receives all supporting documentation 
as ESD may require.  ESD may withhold the final 10% of the Grant ($7,603) until all of 
the tasks and reports have been completed to ESD’s satisfaction.
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SCHEDULE A-9

Chinatown Manpower Project, Inc.
Entrepreneurship Assistance Centers, (132,973)

Grantee: Chinatown Manpower Project, Inc.

ESD Investment: A grant of up to $76,029 will be awarded to cover operating 
expenses, training and technical assistance from June 1, 2019 
through May 31, 2020.

Project Location: 70 Mulberry Street, New York, NY 10013

Proposed Project: Business Training and Technical Assistance

Regional Council: New York State’s Entrepreneurship Assistance Centers has 
provided business services for almost 3 decades in the region and 
is poised to assist the New York City Regional Economic 
Development Council with its goals to assist small businesses with 
growth and development as well as their priority action to provide 
business development and assistance to Minority and Women-
Owned businesses. 

Background:

Company History – Chinatown Manpower, founded in 1972, is a micro-enterprise/small 
business development alliance that delivers customized business services to under-served 
entrepreneurs in New York City.

Ownership – Chinatown Manpower, Inc. is a New York State 501(c) 3 not-for-profit 
corporation.

ESD Involvement – New York State’s Entrepreneurship Assistance Centers (“EAC”) was 
created in January 2019 as an amendment of the 1987 NYS Omnibus Economic 
Development Act.  The EAC establishes Centers in local communities to provide 
instruction, training, technical assistance and support services to individuals who have 
recently started their own business or are interested in starting a business.

Past ESD Support – Chinatown Manpower, Inc. was awarded its first grant in 1995.  EAC 
grants are based on the availability of funds and have ranged from $35,000 and $99,593 
since the program’s inception. To date, Chinatown Manpower, Inc. has received 
approximately $1,100,619 in EAC grant funds.
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The Project:

Completion – May 31, 2020

Activity – Chinatown Manpower, Inc. assist small business owners and entrepreneurs and 
immigrants and refugees who are establishing their financial lives in this country.  
Chinatown Manpower, Inc. offers free one-on-one counseling, networking and referral 
services as well as relevant workshops and seminars. 

Results - The Entrepreneurship Assistance Centers encourages the start of new businesses 
and the continuous development of existing businesses.  The aim is to help entrepreneurs 
develop a viable business and to assist new firms to make the transition to small growth 
companies.  To track the performance of grantees funded under EAC, grantees are 
required to meet specific program goals such as number of clients served, businesses 
started, increases in sales and employment and financing secured.

EAC Project Budget Chinatown Manpower Project, Inc.

Financial Uses Financial Sources
Project #132,973 

CMP EAC 
Budget FY19/20

Project 
Amount

% 
Uses ESD Grant

Cash Match 
$38,015 

Minimum
In-Kind 
Match

Salaries /Fringe $111,874 74% $61,874 $50,000 $     0
Contractual 
Services/Curriculum/
Staff Development

10,336  7% 6,307 - 4,029

Project Expenses 29,948 20% 7,848 - 22,000

Total Project Costs $152,058 100% $76,029 $50,000 $26,029 
% of Financial Sources 100% 50% 33% 17%

Grantee Contact: Stephanie Lau, Assistant Executive Director
Telephone (212) 571-1691
Fax: (212) 571-1686
Email: StephanieLau@cmpny. org

Project Team: Program Director Bette Yee
Environmental Rachel Shatz
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Financial Terms and Conditions:

1. Grantee will be obligated to advise ESD of any materially adverse changes in its financial 
condition prior to disbursement. 

2. The Grantee will match the EAC grant 100%, of which at least 50% must be cash.  
Matching funds may derive from any funding source except the State. 

3. An advance of up to 50% of the ESD Grant ($38,015) will be disbursed to the Grantee 
upon execution of the Grant Disbursement Agreement (“GDA”), assuming that all 
project approvals have been completed and funds are available.  The final 50% of the 
ESD Grant ($38,014) will be disbursed once ESD receives all supporting documentation 
as ESD may require.  ESD may withhold the final 10% of the Grant ($7,603) until all of 
the tasks and reports have been completed to ESD’s satisfaction. 
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SCHEDULE A-10

Hofstra University
Entrepreneurship Assistance Centers, (132,974)

Grantee: Hofstra University

ESD Investment: A grant of up to $76,029 will be awarded to cover operating 
expenses, training and technical assistance from June 1, 2019 
through May 31, 2020.

Project Location: 250 Hofstra University, Hempstead NY 11549

Proposed Project: Business Training and Technical Assistance

Regional Council: New York State’s Entrepreneurship Assistance Centers has 
provided business services for almost 3 decades in the region and 
is poised to assist the Long Island Regional Economic 
Development Council initiatives to strengthen the economic 
activity and competitiveness of businesses located in the region.

Background:

Company History – Hofstra University is located in Hempstead NY and is surrounded by 
the communities of Hempstead, Freeport, New Cassel, Roosevelt and Uniondale which 
are classified as “economically distressed”. Hofstra University’s Entrepreneurship 
Assistance Centers provides many comprehensive programs consisting of 
entrepreneurship skills training, business management, technical assistance with linkages 
for accessing credit and capital for the target population.

Ownership – Hofstra University is a New York State 501(c) 3 not-for-profit corporation.

ESD Involvement – New York State’s Entrepreneurship Assistance Centers (“EAC”) was 
created in January 2019 as an amendment of the 1987 NYS Omnibus Economic 
Development Act.  The EAC establishes Centers in local communities to provide 
instruction, training, technical assistance and support services to individuals who have 
recently started their own business or are interested in starting a business.

Past ESD Support – Hofstra University was awarded its first grant in 1990.  EAC grants are 
based on the availability of funds and have ranged from $35,000 and $99,593 since the 
program’s inception. To date, Hofstra University has received approximately $2,827,453  
in EAC grant funds.
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The Project:

Completion – May 31, 2020

Activity – Hofstra University’s Center for Entrepreneurship provides business assistance to 
minority group members, women, dislocated workers and individuals with special needs 
who are seeking to start or are starting their own business ventures or are seeking to 
expand their business.
 
Results - The Entrepreneurship Assistance Centers encourages the start of new businesses 
and the continuous development of existing businesses.  The aim is to help entrepreneurs 
develop a viable business and to assist new firms to make the transition to small growth 
companies.  To track the performance of grantees funded under EAC, grantees are 
required to meet specific program goals such as number of clients served, businesses 
started, increases in sales and employment and financing secured.

EAC Project Budget Hofstra University

Financial Uses Financial Sources
Project #132,974

HOFSTRA EAC Budget 
FY19/20

Project 
Amount

% 
Uses

ESD 
Grant

Cash Match 
$38,015 

Minimum
In-Kind 
Match

Salaries /Fringe $134,838 88% $76,029 $58,809 $          0
Contractual 
Services/Curriculum/
Staff Development

7,200 5% - 7,200 -

Project Expenses 10,750 7%  -- 10,750  -- 

Total Project Costs $152,788 100% $76,029 $76,759 $            0 
% of Financial Sources 100% 50% 50% 0%

Grantee Contact: TBD , Associate Dean, Project Director
Telephone: (516) 463-5285
Fax: (516) 463-3907
E-Mail: @hofstra. edu

Project Team: Program Director Bette Yee
Environmental Rachel Shatz
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Financial Terms and Conditions:

1. Grantee will be obligated to advise ESD of any materially adverse changes in its financial 
condition prior to disbursement. 

2. The Grantee will match the EAC grant 100%, of which at least 50% must be cash.  
Matching funds may derive from any funding source except the State. 

3. An advance of up to 50% of the ESD Grant ($38,015) will be disbursed to the Grantee 
upon execution of the Grant Disbursement Agreement (“GDA”), assuming that all 
project approvals have been completed and funds are available.  The final 50% of the 
ESD Grant ($38,014) will be disbursed once ESD receives all supporting documentation 
as ESD may require.  ESD may withhold the final 10% of the Grant ($7,603) until all of 
the tasks and reports have been completed to ESD’s satisfaction.
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SCHEDULE A-11

Hot Bread Kitchen, Ltd.
 Entrepreneurship Assistance Centers, (132,975)

Grantee: Hot Bread Kitchen, Ltd. (“HBK”)

ESD Investment: A grant of up to $76,029 will be awarded to cover operating 
expenses, training and technical assistance from June 1, 2019 
through May 31, 2020.

Project Location: 1590 Park Avenue, New York, NY  10029

Proposed Project: Business Training and Technical Assistance

Regional Council: New York State’s Entrepreneurship Assistance Centers has 
provided business services for almost 3 decades in the region and 
is poised to assist the Long Island Regional Economic 
Development Council initiatives to strengthen the economic 
activity and competitiveness of businesses located in the region.

Background:

Company History – Hot Bread Kitchen, Ltd. is an innovative nonprofit that builds lasting 
economic security for low-income immigrant and minority women and men by creating 
pathways to professional opportunities.  Through their employer-driven workforce 
development and business incubator program they help individuals professionalize their 
skills and passion in the culinary arts, transcend common barriers to fair wage 
employment and achieve financial independence and success as bakers and food 
entrepreneurs.  To date, Hot Bread Kitchen’s incubator program, HBK Incubates, has only 
serviced start-up food businesses.  However, their business enterprise support services, 
including financial and technical assistance, address broader business issues like financial 
planning and marketing.  In 2015, Hot Bread Kitchen will begin providing business services 
to other types of businesses through the NYS Entrepreneurship Assistance Centers.

Ownership – Hot Bread Kitchen, Ltd. is a New York State 501(c) 3 not-for-profit 
corporation.

ESD Involvement – New York State’s Entrepreneurship Assistance Centers (“EAC”) was 
created in January 2019 as an amendment of the 1987 NYS Omnibus Economic 
Development Act.  The EAC establishes Centers in local communities to provide 
instruction, training, technical assistance and support services to individuals who have 
recently started their own business or are interested in starting a business.
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Past ESD Support – Hot Bread Kitchen was awarded its first EAC grant in 2015.  EAC grants 
are based on the availability of funds and have ranged from $35,000 and $99,593 since 
the program’s inception.  To date, Hot Bread Kitchen has received approximately 
$315,987 in EAC grant funds.

The Project:

Completion – May 31, 2020

Activity – Hot Bread Kitchen for Entrepreneurship provides business assistance to minority 
group members, women, dislocated workers and individuals with special needs who are 
seeking to start or are starting their own business ventures or are seeking to expand their 
business.
 
Results - The Entrepreneurship Assistance Centers encourages the start of new businesses 
and the continuous development of existing businesses.  The aim is to help entrepreneurs 
develop a viable business and to assist new firms to make the transition to small growth 
companies.  To track the performance of grantees funded under EAC, grantees are 
required to meet specific program goals such as number of clients served, businesses 
started, increases in sales and employment and financing secured.

EAC Project Budget Hot Bread Kitchen, Ltd.

Financial Uses Financial Sources
Project #132,975             
HBK EAC Budget 

FY19/20
Project 
Amount

% 
Uses

ESD 
Grant

Cash Match 
$38,015 

Minimum
In-Kind 
Match

Salaries /Fringe $142,700 94% $71,350 $71,350
$            
0

Contractual 
Services/Curriculum/
Staff Development

0 0% --  -- --

Project Expenses 9,358 6% 4,679 829 3,850 
Total Project Costs $152,058 100% $76,029 $72,179 $3,850 

% of Financial Sources 100% 50% 47% 3%

Grantee Contact: Shaolee See, Chief Executive Officer
Telephone: (929) 226-2079 
E-Mail: Ssen@HotBreadKitchen. org

Project Team: Program Director Bette Yee
Environmental Rachel Shatz
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Financial Terms and Conditions:

1. Grantee will be obligated to advise ESD of any materially adverse changes in its financial 
condition prior to disbursement. 

2. The Grantee will match the EAC grant 100%, of which at least 50% must be cash.  
Matching funds may derive from any funding source except the State. 

3. An advance of up to 50% of the ESD Grant ($38,015) will be disbursed to the Grantee 
upon execution of the Grant Disbursement Agreement (“GDA”), assuming that all 
project approvals have been completed and funds are available.  The final 50% of the 
ESD Grant ($38,014) will be disbursed once ESD receives all supporting documentation 
as ESD may require.  ESD may withhold the final 10% of the Grant ($7,603) until all of 
the tasks and reports have been completed to ESD’s satisfaction.
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SCHEDULE A-12

IBERO American Action League EAC Center/Medaille College
Entrepreneurship Assistance Centers, (132,977)

Grantee: IBERO American Action League (“IBERO” or the “Corporation”)

ESD Investment: A grant of up to $76,029 will be awarded to cover operating 
expenses, training and technical assistance from June 1, 2019 
through May 31, 2020.

Project Location: Medaille College, 18 Agassiz Circle, Buffalo NY  14214

Proposed Project: Business Training and Technical Assistance

Regional Council: New York State’s Entrepreneurship Assistance Centers has 
provided business services for almost 3 decades in the region and 
is poised to assist the Western New York Regional Economic 
Development Council initiative to foster a strong culture of 
entrepreneurship through training, incubators and public 
awareness.

Background:

Company History – Erie and Niagara counties where IBERO American Action League has 
been operating an Entrepreneurial assistance Center since 2008 are economically 
distressed regions of the state.

Ownership – IBERO American Action League is a New York State 501(c) 3 not-for-profit 
corporation.

ESD Involvement – New York State’s Entrepreneurship Assistance Centers (“EAC”) was 
created in January 2019 as an amendment of the 1987 NYS Omnibus Economic 
Development Act.  The EAC establishes Centers in local communities to provide 
instruction, training, technical assistance and support services to individuals who have 
recently started their own business or are interested in starting a business.

Past ESD Support - IBERO American Action – Medaille Buffalo was awarded its first grant 
in 2008.   EAC grants are based on the availability of funds and have ranged from $35,000 
and $99,593 since the program’s inception. To date, IBERO American Action League has 
received approximately $955,787 in EAC grant funds.
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The Project:

Completion – May 31, 2020

Activity – IBERO – Buffalo will hold at least 1 60-hour business training session starting in 
September 2014 and another possibly in the spring of 2013.  IBERO will work with current 
business owners who are successfully operating their own businesses as well as those 
looking to start a business.  Other services provided will be technical assistance and access 
to capital.  

Results - The Entrepreneurship Assistance Centers encourages the start of new businesses 
and the continuous development of existing businesses.  The aim is to help entrepreneurs 
develop a viable business and to assist new firms to make the transition to small growth 
companies.  To track the performance of grantees funded under EAC, grantees are 
required to meet specific program goals such as number of clients served, businesses 
started, increases in sales and employment and financing secured.

EAC Project Budget IBERO American Action League EAC Center/Medaille College

Financial Uses Financial Sources
Project #132,977

IBERO BUFFALO EAC 
Budget FY19/20

Project 
Amount

% 
Uses

ESD 
Grant

Cash Match 
$38,015 

Minimum
In-Kind 
Match

Salaries /Fringe $110,736 73% $ 69,603 $  25,880 $ 15,253
Contractual 
Services/Curriculum/
Staff Development

8,771 6% --  5,771 3,000

Project Expenses 32,551 21% 6,426 6,387 19,738
Total Project Costs $152,058 100% $76,029 $38,038 $37,991 

% of Financial Sources 100% 50% 25% 25%

Grantee Contact: Angelica Perez-Delgado, President & CEO
Telephone: (585) 256-8900 
Fax: (585) 442-0683
E-Mail:   Angela.Perez-Delgado@iaal. org

Project Team: Program Director Bette Yee
Environmental Rachel Shatz
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Financial Terms and Conditions:

1. Grantee will be obligated to advise ESD of any materially adverse changes in its financial 
condition prior to disbursement. 

2. The Grantee will match the EAC grant 100%, of which at least 50% must be cash.  
Matching funds may derive from any funding source except the State. 

3. An advance of up to 50% of the ESD Grant ($38,015) will be disbursed to the Grantee 
upon execution of the Grant Disbursement Agreement (“GDA”), assuming that all 
project approvals have been completed and funds are available.  The final 50% of the 
ESD Grant ($38,01) will be disbursed once ESD receives all supporting documentation as 
ESD may require.  ESD may withhold the final 10% of the Grant ($7,603) until all of the 
tasks and reports have been completed to ESD’s satisfaction
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SCHEDULE A-13

IBERO American Action League/Waverly Center
Entrepreneurship Assistance Centers, (132,978)

Grant Recipient: IBERO American Action League, Inc.

ESD Investment: A grant of up to $76,029 will be awarded to cover operating 
expenses, training and technical assistance from June 1, 2019 
through May 31, 2020.

Project Location: 106 Chemung Street, Waverly, NY 14892

Proposed Project: Business Training and Technical Assistance

Regional Council: New York State’s Entrepreneurship Assistance Centers has 
provided business services for almost 3 decades in the region and 
is poised to assist the Southern Tier Regional Economic 
Development Council with its goals to develop the region’s 
downtowns, commercial and retail opportunities by providing 
business services and other necessary assistance to new and 
aspiring entrepreneurs in the region.

Background:

Company History – IBERO American League, Inc. absorbed all operations and assets of 
Worker Ownership Resource Center which was the original grantee for the EAC in 
Waverly, New York. The program has been assisting women and low-income individuals 
located in distressed communities along the Southern Tier regions of Upstate New York 
since 1995.  

IBERO American Action League, Inc. is a New York State 501(c) 3 not-for-profit

ESD Involvement - New York State’s Entrepreneurship Assistance Centers (“EAC”) was 
created in January 2019 as an amendment of the 1987 NYS Omnibus Economic 
Development Act.  The EAC establishes Centers in local communities to provide 
instruction, training, technical assistance and support services to individuals who have 
recently started their own business or are interested in starting a business.

Past ESD Support – IBERO – American Action League Waverly (formerly WORC) was 
awarded its first EAC grant in 1995.  EAC grants are based on the availability of funds and 
have ranged from $35,000 to $99,593 since the program began.  To date, the EAC in 
Waverly has received approximately $1,300,140in EAC grant funds. 
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The Project:

Completion - May 31, 2020

Activity – EAC plays a crucial role in the continuing effort to develop and maintain small 
business owners in these areas, by providing 60-hour training and 10-hours of technical 
assistance.

Results – The Entrepreneurship Assistance Centers encourages the start of new 
businesses and the continuous development of existing businesses.  The aim is to help 
entrepreneurs develop a viable business and to assist new firms to make the transition to 
small growth companies.  To track the performance of grantees funded under EAC, 
grantees are required to meet specific program goals such as number of clients served, 
businesses started, increases in sales and employment and financing secured.

EAC Project Budget IBERO American Action League/Waverly Center

Financial Uses Financial Sources
Project #132,978

IBERO WAVERLY EAC 
Budget FY19/20

Project 
Amount

% 
Uses

ESD 
Grant

Cash Match 
$38,015 

Minimum
In-Kind 
Match

Salaries /Fringe $104,120 68% $58,907 $25,960 $19,253
Contractual 
Services/Curriculum/
Staff Development

17,042 11% --  11,271 5,771

Project Expenses 30,896 16% 17,122 9,387 4,387 

Total Project Costs $152,058 100% $76,029 $46,618 $29,411 
% of Financial Sources 100% 50% 31% 19%

Grantee Contact: Angelica Perez-Delgado, President & CEO
Telephone: (585) 256-8900 
Fax: (585) 442-0683
E-Mail:   Angelica.Perez-Delgado@iaal. org

Project Team: Program Director Bette Yee
Environmental Rachel Shatz
 

Master Page # 377 of 428 - NYS Urban Development Corporation Meeting 7/18/2019
________________________________________________________________________________



45

Financial Terms and Conditions:

1. Grantee will be obligated to advise ESD of any materially adverse changes in its financial 
condition prior to disbursement. 

2. The Grantee will match the EAC grant 100%, of which at least 50% must be cash.  
Matching funds may derive from any funding source except the State. 

3. An advance of up to 50% of the ESD Grant ($38,015) will be disbursed to the Grantee 
upon execution of the Grant Disbursement Agreement (“GDA”), assuming that all 
project approvals have been completed and funds are available.  The final 50% of the 
ESD Grant ($38,014) will be disbursed once ESD receives all supporting documentation 
as ESD may require.  ESD may withhold the final 10% of the Grant ($7,603) until all of 
the tasks and reports have been completed to ESD’s satisfaction. 
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SCHEDULE A-14

Local Development Corporation of East New York
Entrepreneurship Assistance Centers, (132,979)

Grantee: Local Development Corporation of East New York (“LDCENY”)

ESD Investment: A grant of up to $76,029 will be awarded to cover operating 
expenses, training and technical assistance from June 1, 2019 
through May 31, 2020.

Project Location: 80 Jamaica Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11207

Proposed Project: Business Training and Technical Assistance

Regional Council: New York State’s Entrepreneurship Assistance Centers has 
provided business services for almost 3 decades in the region and 
is poised to assist the New York City Regional Economic 
Development Council with its goals to assist small businesses with 
growth and development as well as their priority action to provide 
business development and assistance to Minority and Women-
Owned businesses.

Background:

Company History – The Local Development Corporation of East New York empowers low-
to-moderate income women and minorities with programs that promote economic 
sufficiency, build assets and improve their lives and those of their families.  By actively 
working with local businesses to retain and build industry and commerce, the Local 
Development Corporation creates jobs and improves economic opportunities for local 
residents and neighborhood enterprises.

Ownership – The LDCENY is a New York State 501(c) 3 not-for-profit corporation.

ESD Involvement – New York State’s Entrepreneurship Assistance Centers (“EAC”) was 
created in January 2019 as an amendment of the 1987 NYS Omnibus Economic 
Development Act.  The EAC establishes Centers in local communities to provide 
instruction, training, technical assistance and support services to individuals who have 
recently started their own business or are interested in starting a business.

Past ESD Support – The LDCENY was awarded its first grant in 1990.  EAC grants are based 
on the availability of funds and have ranged from $35,000 and $99,593 since the 
program’s inception. To date, LDCENY has received approximately $1,100,787 in EAC 
grant funds.
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The Project:

Completion – May 31, 2020

Activity – The goal of the project is to stimulate local economic development by providing 
existing businesses the training, technical competence and financing required to stay in 
business and expand their operation.

 
Results - The Entrepreneurship Assistance Centers encourages the start of new businesses 
and the continuous development of existing businesses.  The aim is to help entrepreneurs 
develop a viable business and to assist new firms to make the transition to small growth 
companies.  To track the performance of grantees funded under EAC, grantees are 
required to meet specific program goals such as number of clients served, businesses 
started, increases in sales and employment and financing secured.

EAC Program Budget Local Development Corporation of East New York

Financial Uses Financial Sources
Project #132,979   

LDCENY EAC Budget 
FY19/20

Project 
Amount

% 
Uses

ESD 
Grant

Cash Match 
$38,015 

Minimum
In-Kind 
Match

Salaries /Fringe $128,221 84% $54,192 $74,029 $         --
Contractual 
Services/Curriculum/
Staff Development

10,500 7% 8,500 2,000              -- 

Project Expenses 13,337 9% 13,337 -- --  
Total Project Costs $152,058 100% $76,029 $76,029 $       0 

% of Financial Sources 100% 50% 50% 0%

Grantee Contact: Sherry Roberts, Executive Director
Telephone: (718) 385-6700 ext. 11
Fax: (718) 385-7505
E-Mail: sherry@ldceny. org

Project Team: Program Director Bette Yee
Environmental Rachel Shatz
 

Master Page # 380 of 428 - NYS Urban Development Corporation Meeting 7/18/2019
________________________________________________________________________________



48

Financial Terms and Conditions:

1. Grantee will be obligated to advise ESD of any materially adverse changes in its financial 
condition prior to disbursement. 

2. The Grantee will match the EAC grant 100%, of which at least 50% must be cash.  
Matching funds may derive from any funding source except the State. 

3. An advance of up to 50% of the ESD Grant ($38,015) will be disbursed to the Grantee 
upon execution of the Grant Disbursement Agreement (“GDA”), assuming that all 
project approvals have been completed and funds are available.  The final 50% of the 
ESD Grant ($38,014) will be disbursed once ESD receives all supporting documentation 
as ESD may require.  ESD may withhold the final 10% of the Grant ($7,603) until all of 
the tasks and reports have been completed to ESD’s satisfaction.
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SCHEDULE A-15

Queens Economic Development Corporation 
Entrepreneurship Assistance Centers, (132,980)

Grant Recipient: Queens Economic Development Corporation

ESD Investment: A grant of up to $76,029 will be awarded to cover operating 
expenses, training and technical assistance from June 1, 2019 
through May 31, 2020.

Project Location: 120-55 Queens Blvd, Suite 309, Kew Gardens NY  11424

Proposed Project: Business Training and Technical Assistance

Regional Council: New York State’s Entrepreneurship Assistance Centers has 
provided business services for almost 3 decades in the region and 
is poised to assist the New York City Regional Economic 
Development Council with its goals to assist small businesses with 
growth and development as well as their priority action to provide 
business development and assistance to Minority and Women-
Owned businesses.

Background:

Company History - Queens Economic Development Corporation has been active for 
40 years with a mission to create and retain jobs through programming that grows the 
surrounding neighborhood and assists small businesses, promotes tourism and marketing 
of Queens County. 

Ownership – Queens Economic Development Corporation is a New York State 501(c) 3 
not-for-profit

ESD Involvement - New York State’s Entrepreneurship Assistance Centers (“EAC”) was 
created in January 2019 as an amendment of the 1987 NYS Omnibus Economic 
Development Act.  The EAC establishes Centers in local communities to provide 
instruction, training, technical assistance and support services to individuals who have 
recently started their own business or are interested in starting a business.

Past ESD Support – Queens Economic Development Corporation was awarded its first 
grant in 1992.  EAC grants are based on the availability of funds and have ranged from 
$35,000 and $99,593 since the program’s inception. To date, Queens Economic 
Development Corporation has received approximately $1,985,194 in EAC grant funds.
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The Project:

Completion - May 31, 2020

Activity – EAC is designed for individuals committed to starting a business or who need 
further assistance in the growth of their existing business.  Through the 60 hour training 
course, and actionable “to-do” items during consultations, clients are consistently 
encouraged to setup follow-up appointments to continue to work on their business 
development and seek additional services in order to access a minimum of 10-hours of 
technical assistance.

Results – The Entrepreneurship Assistance Centers encourages the start of new 
businesses and the continuous development of existing businesses.  The aim is to help 
entrepreneurs develop a viable business and to assist new firms to make the transition to 
small growth companies.  To track the performance of grantees funded under EAC, 
grantees are required to meet specific program goals such as number of clients served, 
businesses started, increases in sales and employment and financing secured.

EAC Project Budget Queens Economic Development Corporation 

Financial Uses Financial Sources
Project #132,980
QEDC EAC Budget 

FY19/20
Project 
Amount

% 
Uses

ESD 
Grant

Cash Match 
$38,015 

Minimum
In-Kind 
Match

Salaries /Fringe $151,558 99.7% $75,529 $76,029 $            0
Contractual 
Services/Curriculum/
Staff Development

-- 0% --  --                   
--  

Project Expenses 500 .3% 500 -- --  

Total Project Costs $152,058 100% $76,029 $76,029 $          0 
% of Financial Sources 100% 50% 50% 0%

Grantee Contact(s): Seth Bornstein, Executive Director
Telephone: (718) 263-0546
Fax: (718) 263-0595
E-Mail: sbornstein@queensny. org

Project Team: Program Director Bette Yee
Environmental Rachel Shatz
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Financial Terms and Conditions:

1. Grantee will be obligated to advise ESD of any materially adverse changes in its financial 
condition prior to disbursement. 

2. The Grantee will match the EAC grant 100%, of which at least 50% must be cash.  
Matching funds may derive from any funding source except the State. 

3. An advance of up to 50% of the ESD Grant ($38,015) will be disbursed to the Grantee 
upon execution of the Grant Disbursement Agreement (“GDA”), assuming that all 
project approvals have been completed and funds are available.  The final 50% of the 
ESD Grant ($38,014) will be disbursed once ESD receives all supporting documentation 
as ESD may require.  ESD may withhold the final 10% of the Grant ($7,603) until all of 
the tasks and reports have been completed to ESD’s satisfaction.
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SCHEDULE A-16

Renaissance Economic Development Corporation
Entrepreneurship Assistance Centers, (132,981)

Grant Recipient: Renaissance Economic Development Corporation

ESD Investment: A grant of up to $76,029 will be awarded to cover operating 
expenses, training and technical assistance from June 1, 2019 
through May 31, 2020.

Project Location: 2 Allen Street, 7th Floor, New York, NY 10002

Proposed Project: Business Training and Technical Assistance

Regional Council: New York State’s Entrepreneurship Assistance Centers has 
provided business services for almost 3 decades in the region and 
is poised to assist the New York City Regional Economic 
Development Council with its goals to assist small businesses with 
growth and development as well as their priority action to provide 
business development and assistance to Minority and Women-
Owned businesses.

Background:

Company History - Renaissance Economic Development Corporation has been established 
since 1997 dedicated to providing financial and technical assistance to minority and 
women owned business enterprises in immigrant and/or low to moderate-income 
communities where the barriers of language, culture, and conventional loan underwriting 
have stymied the growth of micro and small businesses. 

Ownership – Renaissance Economic Development Corporation is a New York State 501(c) 
3 not-for-profit

ESD Involvement - New York State’s Entrepreneurship Assistance Centers (“EAC”) was 
created in January 2019 as an amendment of the 1987 NYS Omnibus Economic 
Development Act. The EAC establishes Centers in local communities to provide 
instruction, training, technical assistance and support services to individuals who have 
recently started their own business or are interested in starting a business.

Past ESD Support – Renaissance Economic Development Corporation was awarded its first 
grant in 1997.  EAC grants are based on the availability of funds and have ranged from 
$35,000 and $99,593 since the program’s inception. To date, Renaissance Economic 
Development has received approximately $1,629,403 in EAC grant funds.  
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The Project:

Completion - May 31, 2020

Activity – EAC provides enterprise formation assistance to startups and enterprise 
expansion assistance to young businesses in immigrant and minority communities with a 
focus on assisting minority and women entrepreneurs.

Results – The Entrepreneurship Assistance Centers encourages the start of new 
businesses and the continuous development of existing businesses.  The aim is to help 
entrepreneurs develop a viable business and to assist new firms to make the transition to 
small growth companies.  To track the performance of grantees funded under EAC, 
grantees are required to meet specific program goals such as number of clients served, 
businesses started, increases in sales and employment and financing secured.

EAC Project Budget Renaissance Economic Development Corporation

Financial Uses Financial Sources
Project #132,981
REDC EAC Budget 

FY19/20
Project 
Amount

% 
Uses ESD Grant

Cash Match 
$38,015 

Minimum
In-Kind 
Match

Salaries /Fringe $124,574 82% $60,787 $63,787 $         0
Contractual 
Services/Curriculum/
Staff Development

5,000 3% 5,000 -- -- 

Project Expenses 22,484 15% 10,242 12,242 -- 

Total Project Costs $152,058 100% $76,029 $76,029 $0 
% of Financial Sources 100% 50% 50% 0%

Grantee Contact(s): Jessie Lee, Managing Director 
Telephone: (212) 964-6022
Fax: (212) 964-6003
E-Mail: Jessie@Renaissance-ny. org

Project Team: Program Director Bette Yee
Environmental Rachel Shatz
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Financial Terms and Conditions:

1. Grantee will be obligated to advise ESD of any materially adverse changes in its financial 
condition prior to disbursement. 

2. The Grantee will match the EAC grant 100%, of which at least 50% must be cash.  
Matching funds may derive from any funding source except the State. 

3. An advance of up to 50% of the ESD Grant ($38,015) will be disbursed to the Grantee 
upon execution of the Grant Disbursement Agreement (“GDA”), assuming that all 
project approvals have been completed and funds are available.  The final 50% of the 
ESD Grant ($38,014) will be disbursed once ESD receives all supporting documentation 
as ESD may require.  ESD may withhold the final 10% of the Grant ($7,603) until all of 
the tasks and reports have been completed to ESD’s satisfaction.
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SCHEDULE A-17

South Bronx Overall Economic Development Corporation
Entrepreneurship Assistance Centers, (132,982)

Grant Recipient: South Bronx Overall Economic Development Corp. (“SoBRO”)

ESD Investment: A grant of up to $76,029 will be awarded to cover operating 
expenses, training and technical assistance from June 1, 2019 
through May 31, 2020.

Project Location: 555 Bergen Avenue, Bronx, NY  10455

Proposed Project: Business Training and Technical Assistance

Regional Council: New York State’s Entrepreneurship Assistance Centers has 
provided business services for almost 3 decades in the region and 
is poised to assist the New York City Regional Economic 
Development Council with its goals to assist small businesses with 
growth and development as well as their priority action to provide 
business development and assistance to Minority and Women-
Owned businesses.

Background:

Company History – – SoBRO’ s mission is to enhance the quality of life in the South Bronx 
by strengthening businesses and creating and implementing innovative economic, 
housing, educational, and career development programs for youth and adults. SoBRO was 
established in 1972 to reverse the flight of businesses and jobs from the South Bronx. 
Recognizing that rebuilding a community had to be a multifaceted effort that required 
replacing vacant lots with businesses and housing, addressing poverty by creating jobs 
and training people for those jobs, and ensuring a brighter future for the community’s 
young people. SoBRO’ s programming has expanded over the years to meet the growing 
needs of this Bronx community, in particular assisting those microenterprises in the South 
Bronx for the past 20 years through its Entrepreneurial Development Program.  The 
problems facing aspiring micro-entrepreneurs in the community are twofold: lack of 
entrepreneurial know-how and availability of credit.

Ownership – South Bronx Overall Economic Development Corp. is a New York State 501(c) 
3 not-for-profit

ESD Involvement - New York State’s Entrepreneurship Assistance Centers (“EAC”) was 
created in January 2019 as an amendment of the 1987 NYS Omnibus Economic 
Development Act.  The EAC establishes Centers in local communities to provide 
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instruction, training, technical assistance and support services to individuals who have 
recently started their own business or are interested in starting a business.

Past ESD Support – SoBRO was awarded its first grant in 1990 EAC grants are 
based on the availability of funds and have ranged from $35,000 to $99,593 since the 
program’s inception. To date, SoBRO has received approximately $1,600,440 in EAC grant 
funds.

The Project:

Completion - May 31, 2020

Activity – EAC fills a critical void in the entrepreneurial development of the Bronx; SoBRO 
is strategically located in the heart of the South Bronx at the core of the NYC 
Empowerment Zone and the State’s Empire Zone.  The program delivers quality training 
and assistance designed to cater to the distinct needs of clients in this high needs area.

Results – The Entrepreneurship Assistance Centers encourages the start of new 
businesses and the continuous development of existing businesses.  The aim is to help 
entrepreneurs develop a viable business and to assist new firms to make the transition to 
small growth companies.  To track the performance of grantees funded under EAC, 
grantees are required to meet specific program goals such as number of clients served, 
businesses started, increases in sales and employment and financing secured.
 

EAC Project Budget South Bronx Overall Economic Development Corporation

Financial Uses Financial Sources
Project 132,982

SoBRO EAC Budget 
FY19/20

Project 
Amount

% 
Uses ESD Grant

Cash Match 
$38,015 

Minimum
In-Kind 
Match

Salaries /Fringe $100,386 66% $53,953 $29,520 $16,913
Contractual 
Services/Curriculum/
Staff Development

11,274 7% 5,876 3,578 1,820

Project Expenses 40,831 27% 16,200 15,832 8,799

Total Project Costs $152,491 100% $76,029 $48,930 $27,532 
% of Financial Sources 100% 50% 32% 18%
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Grantee Contact: Patrick James Senior Vice President, Community Economic 
Development
Telephone: (718) 732-7610
Fax: (718) 292-3115
E-Mail: PJames@sobro. org

Project Team: Program Director Bette Yee
Environmental Rachel Shatz

Financial Terms and Conditions:

1. Grantee will be obligated to advise ESD of any materially adverse changes in its financial 
condition prior to disbursement. 

2. The Grantee will match the EAC grant 100%, of which at least 50% must be cash.  
Matching funds may derive from any funding source except the State. 

3. An advance of up to 50% of the ESD Grant ($38,015) will be disbursed to the Grantee 
upon execution of the Grant Disbursement Agreement (“GDA”), assuming that all 
project approvals have been completed and funds are available.  The final 50% of the 
ESD Grant ($38,014) will be disbursed once ESD receives all supporting documentation 
as ESD may require.  ESD may withhold the final 10% of the Grant ($7,603) until all of 
the tasks and reports have been completed to ESD’s satisfaction.
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SCHEDULE A-18

SoBRO Venture 
Entrepreneurship Assistance Centers Center, (132,983)

Grant Recipient: South Bronx Overall Economic Development Corporation

ESD Investment: A grant of up to $76,029 will be awarded to cover operating 
expenses, training and technical assistance from June 1, 2019 
through May 31, 2020.

Project Location: 199 Lincoln Avenue, Bronx New York 10454

Proposed Project: Business Training and Technical Assistance

Regional Council: New York State’s Entrepreneurship Assistance Centers has 
provided business services for almost 3 decades in the region and 
is poised to assist the New York City Regional Economic 
Development Council with its goals to assist small businesses with 
growth and development as well as their priority action to provide 
business development and assistance to Minority and Women-
Owned businesses.

Background:

Company History – The SoBRO Venture Center Entrepreneurial Development Program 
successfully assists microenterprises in the South Bronx. Established in 2016, the program 
is an offset of the EAC Center at the SoBRO headquarters.  The SoBRO Venture Center 
Entrepreneurial Development Program focuses on providing services in Spanish to 
Spanish-speaking emerging entrepreneurs and established business owners. This premier 
program is the first of its kind in the borough and is the most culturally-accessible and 
comprehensive entre to small business ownership for Spanish-speaking New Yorkers, 
many of whom are immigrants. In addition to the entrepreneurial curriculum of the 
course, the SoBRO EAC provides students access to all of our organization’s programs and 
services.

Ownership – South Bronx Overall Economic Development Corp. is a New York State 501(c) 
3 not-for-profit

ESD Involvement - New York State’s Entrepreneurship Assistance Centers (“EAC”) was 
created in January 2019 as an amendment of the 1987 NYS Omnibus Economic 
Development Act.  The EAC establishes Centers in local communities to provide 
instruction, training, technical assistance and support services to individuals who have 
recently started their own business or are interested in starting a business.
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Past ESD Support – SoBRO Venture was awarded its first grant in 2016 EAC grants are 
based on the availability of funds and have ranged from $35,000 to $99,593 since the 
program’s inception. To date, SoBRO has received approximately $219,337 in EAC grant 
funds.  

The Project:

Completion - May 31, 2020

Activity – EAC fills a critical void in the entrepreneurial development of the Bronx; SoBRO 
is strategically located in the heart of the South Bronx at the core of the NYC 
Empowerment Zone and the State’s Empire Zone.  The program delivers quality training 
and assistance designed to cater to the distinct needs of clients in this high needs area.

Results – The Entrepreneurship Assistance Centers encourages the start of new 
businesses and the continuous development of existing businesses.  The aim is to help 
entrepreneurs develop a viable business and to assist new firms to make the transition to 
small growth companies.  To track the performance of grantees funded under EAC, 
grantees are required to meet specific program goals such as number of clients served, 
businesses started, increases in sales and employment and financing secured.

EAC Project Budget SoBRO Venture 

Financial Uses Financial Sources
Project 132,983

SoBRO VENTURE EAC 
Budget FY19/20

Project 
Amount

% 
Uses

ESD 
Grant

Cash Match 
$38,015 

Minimum
In-Kind 
Match

Salaries /Fringe $102,354 67% $55,921 $29,520 $16,913
Contractual 
Services/Curriculum/
Staff Development

9,334 6% 3,936 3,578 1,820

Project Expenses 40,803 27% 16,172 15,832 8,799
Total Project Costs $152,491 100% $76,029 $48,930 $27,532 

% of Financial Sources 100% 50% 32% 18%

Grantee Contact: Patrick James, Senior Vice President, Community Economic 
Development

Telephone: (718) 732-7610
Fax: (718) 292-3115
E-Mail: PJames@sobro. org
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Project Team: Program Director Bette Yee
Environmental Rachel Shatz

Financial Terms and Conditions:

1. Grantee will be obligated to advise ESD of any materially adverse changes in its financial 
condition prior to disbursement. 

2. The Grantee will match the EAC grant 100%, of which at least 50% must be cash.  
Matching funds may derive from any funding source except the State. 

3. An advance of up to 50% of the ESD Grant ($38,015) will be disbursed to the Grantee 
upon execution of the Grant Disbursement Agreement (“GDA”), assuming that all 
project approvals have been completed and funds are available.  The final 50% of the 
ESD Grant ($38,014) will be disbursed once ESD receives all supporting documentation 
as ESD may require.  ESD may withhold the final 10% of the Grant ($7,603) until all of 
the tasks and reports have been completed to ESD’s satisfaction.  
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SCHEDULE A-19

Suffolk County Community College
Entrepreneurship Assistance Centers, (132,985)

Grant Recipient: Suffolk County Community College (“SCCC”)

ESD Investment: A grant of up to $76,029 will be awarded to cover operating 
expenses, training and technical assistance from July 1, 2019 
through June 30, 2020.

Project Location: Sally Ann Slacke Building, Michael J. Grant Campus
1001 Crooked Hill Road, Brentwood NY 11717

Proposed Project: Business Training and Technical Assistance

Regional Council: New York State’s Entrepreneurship Assistance Centers has 
provided business services for almost 3 decades in the region and 
is poised to assist the Long Island Regional Economic 
Development Council initiatives to strengthen the economic 
activity and competitiveness of businesses located in the region.

Background:

Company History – Suffolk County Community College is a two-year unit of the State 
University of New York (SUNY).  It is the largest community college in the SUNY system, 
enrolling 26,719 students.  It offers 70 degree and certificate programs.  There are three 
(3) campuses and two downtown satellite educational centers.  The campuses are Michael 
J Grant in Brentwood, Ammerman in Selden and the Eastern Campus in Riverhead. The 
downtown satellite locations are in Sayville, and Riverhead.
 
Ownership – Suffolk Community College is a New York State 501(c) 3 not-for-profit

ESD Involvement - New York State’s Entrepreneurship Assistance Centers (“EAC”) was 
created in January 2019 as an amendment of the 1987 NYS Omnibus Economic 
Development Act.  The EAC establishes Centers in local communities to provide 
instruction, training, technical assistance and support services to individuals who have 
recently started their own business or are interested in starting a business.

Past ESD Support – Suffolk Community College was awarded its first grant in 1994.  EAC 
grants are based on the availability of funds and have ranged from $35,000 to $99,593 
since the program’s inception. To date, SCCC has received approximately $1,044,487 in 
EAC grant funds.
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The Project:

Completion - June 30, 2019

Activity – EAC is a resource for Suffolk County residents interested in starting and/or 
expanding their businesses.  SCCC conducts several programs geared towards 
empowering clients with information in creating and developing a business enterprise.

Results – The Entrepreneurship Assistance Centers encourages the start of new 
businesses and the continuous development of existing businesses.  The aim is to help 
entrepreneurs develop a viable business and to assist new firms to make the transition to 
small growth companies.  To track the performance of grantees funded under EAC, 
grantees are required to meet specific program goals such as number of clients served, 
businesses started, increases in sales and employment and financing secured.

EAC Project Budget Suffolk County Community College

Financial Uses Financial Sources
Project 132,985    

SCCC EAC Budget 
FY19/20

Project 
Amount

% 
Uses ESD Grant

Cash Match 
$38,015 

Minimum
In-Kind 
Match

Salaries /Fringe $ 110,794 73% $ 72,779 $ 38,015 $         0
Contractual 
Services/Curriculum/
Staff Development

-- 0% -- --                     
-- 

Project Expenses 41,265 27% 3,250 -- 38,015

Total Project Costs $ 152,059 100% $76,029 $ 38,015 $ 38,015 
% of Financial Sources 100% 50% 25% 25%

Grantee Contact: Dr. Daphne M. Gordon, Director
Telephone: (631) 851-6206
Fax: (631) 851-6222
E-Mail: gordond@suffolk. edu

Project Team: Program Director Bette Yee
Environmental Rachel Shatz
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Financial Terms and Conditions:

1. Grantee will be obligated to advise ESD of any materially adverse changes in its financial 
condition prior to disbursement. 

2. The Grantee will match the EAC grant 100%, of which at least 50% must be cash.  
Matching funds may derive from any funding source except the State. 

3. An advance of up to 50% of the ESD Grant ($38,015) will be disbursed to the Grantee 
upon execution of the Grant Disbursement Agreement (“GDA”), assuming that all 
project approvals have been completed and funds are available.  The final 50% of the 
ESD Grant ($38,014) will be disbursed once ESD receives all supporting documentation 
as ESD may require.  ESD may withhold the final 10% of the Grant ($7,603) until all of 
the tasks and reports have been completed to ESD’s satisfaction.
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SCHEDULE A-20

South Side Innovation Center
Entrepreneurship Assistance Centers, (132,984)

Grant Recipient: Syracuse University

ESD Investment: A grant of up to $76,029 will be awarded to cover operating 
expenses, training and technical assistance from June 1, 2019 
through May 31, 2020.

Project Location: 2610 South Salina, Syracuse NY 13205

Proposed Project: Business Training and Technical Assistance

Regional Council: New York State’s Entrepreneurship Assistance Centers has 
provided business services for almost 3 decades in the region and 
is poised to assist the Central New York Regional Economic 
Development Council initiatives to support the regions businesses 
efforts to compete in the global economy, expand their recent 
efforts to invest in entrepreneurs and risk-takers and play an 
important role in reflecting that the regions small businesses drive 
regional and national economy.

Background:

Company History – Syracuse University supports entrepreneurs with results oriented 
services, including networking, technical training that develops problem-solving skills, 
classroom instruction, and provide financing assistance to help them succeed as they take 
the next step in developing their business.

Ownership – Syracuse University is a New York State 501(c) 3 not-for-profit

ESD Involvement - New York State’s Entrepreneurship Assistance Centers (“EAC”) was 
created in January 2019 as an amendment of the 1987 NYS Omnibus Economic 
Development Act.  The EAC establishes Centers in local communities to provide 
instruction, training, technical assistance and support services to individuals who have 
recently started their own business or are interested in starting a business.

Past ESD Support – Syracuse University was awarded its first grant in 2008.  EAC grants are 
based on the availability of funds and have ranged from $35,000 to $99,593 since the 
program’s inception. To date, Syracuse University has received approximately $914,087 in 
EAC grant funds.

Master Page # 397 of 428 - NYS Urban Development Corporation Meeting 7/18/2019
________________________________________________________________________________



65

The Project:

Completion – May 31, 2020

Activity – EAC provides hands on counseling, training, mentoring to entrepreneurs 
including new and early stage of a business.  The Center incubates businesses which 
develop a three year timeline.  Assists at least 10% of total clientele in creating a 
business, of which at least 30-50 begin operating within that 12-month period.  Also 
provides assistance to existing companies and creates a minimum of 50 jobs.

Results – The Entrepreneurship Assistance Centers encourages the start of new 
businesses and the continuous development of existing businesses.  The aim is to help 
entrepreneurs develop a viable business and to assist new firms to make the transition 
to small growth companies.  To track the performance of grantees funded under EAC, 
grantees are required to meet specific program goals such as number of clients served, 
businesses started, increases in sales and employment and financing secured.

EAC Project Budget South Side Innovation Center

Financial Uses Financial Sources
Project #132,984
SSIC EAC Budget 

FY19/20
Project 
Amount

% 
Uses ESD Grant

Cash Match 
$38,015 

Minimum
In-Kind 
Match

Salaries /Fringe $96,382 63% $57,742 $38,640 $            0
Contractual 
Services/Curriculum/
Staff Development

9,000 6% --  9,000 -- 

Project Expenses 46,676 31% 18,287 27,129 1,260
Total Project Costs $152,058 100% $76,029 $74,769 $   1,260 

% of Financial Sources 100% 50% 49% 1%

Grantee Contact: Stuart Taub, Director of Sponsored Programs
Telephone: (315) 443-9356
Fax: (315) 443-9361
E-Mail: staub@syr. edu

Project Team: Program Director Bette Yee
Environmental Rachel Shatz
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Financial Terms and Conditions:

1. Grantee will be obligated to advise ESD of any materially adverse changes in its financial 
condition prior to disbursement. 

2. The Grantee will match the EAC grant 100%, of which at least 50% must be cash.  
Matching funds may derive from any funding source except the State. 

3. An advance of up to 50% of the ESD Grant ($38,015) will be disbursed to the Grantee 
upon execution of the Grant Disbursement Agreement (“GDA”), assuming that all 
project approvals have been completed and funds are available.  The final 50% of the 
ESD Grant ($38,014) will be disbursed once ESD receives all supporting documentation 
as ESD may require.  ESD may withhold the final 10% of the Grant ($7,603) until all of 
the tasks and reports have been completed to ESD’s satisfaction. 
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SCHEDULE A-21

Urban League of Rochester, N.Y., Inc.
Entrepreneurship Assistance Centers, (132,986)

Grant Recipient: Urban League of Rochester, N.Y., Inc.

ESD Investment: A grant of up to $76,029 will be awarded to cover operating 
expenses, training and technical assistance from June 1, 2019 
through May 31, 2020.

Project Location: 265 North Clinton Ave, Rochester NY 14605

Proposed Project: Business Training and Technical Assistance

Regional Council: New York State’s Entrepreneurship Assistance Centers has 
provided business services for almost 3 decades in the region and 
is poised to assist the Finger Lakes Regional Economic 
Development Council initiative to Optimize Business Creation, 
Retention and Expansion in the region.

Background:

Company History – Urban League of Rochester, N.Y., Inc. was founded in 1965 as a 
community-based, non-profit affiliate of the National Urban League providing direct 
services to low-income and minority individuals within the Rochester metropolitan area 
and surrounding counties.  

Ownership – Urban League of Rochester, N.Y., Inc. is a New York State 501(c) 3 not-for-
profit

ESD Involvement - New York State’s Entrepreneurship Assistance Centers (“EAC”) was 
created in January 2019 as an amendment of the 1987 NYS Omnibus Economic 
Development Act.  The EAC establishes Centers in local communities to provide 
instruction, training, technical assistance and support services to individuals who have 
recently started their own business or are interested in starting a business.

Past ESD Support- Urban League of Rochester, N.Y., Inc. was awarded its first grant in 
1991. EAC grants are based on the availability of funds and have ranged from $35,294 to 
$99,593 since the program’s inception. To date, Urban League of Rochester, N.Y., Inc. has 
received approximately $1,947,264 in EAC grant funds.
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The Project:

Completion – May 31, 2020

Activity – EAC provides business development services to minorities, women, dislocated 
workers, economically disadvantaged individuals and people with special needs, who are 
seeking to start a business, are in the process of starting their own business ventures, or 
are early-stage firms (businesses already existing for less than 5 years). Services provided 
include information about starting a business, start-up assistance, business development 
business retention, and business expansion services through intensive workshops and 
one-on-one technical assistance.

Results – The Entrepreneurship Assistance Centers encourages the start of new 
businesses and the continuous development of existing businesses.  The aim is to help 
entrepreneurs develop a viable business and to assist new firms to make the transition to 
small growth companies.  To track the performance of grantees funded under EAC, 
grantees are required to meet specific program goals such as number of clients served, 
businesses started, increases in sales and employment and financing secured.

 EAC Project Budget Urban League of Rochester, N.Y., Inc

Financial Uses Financial Sources
Project #132,986
URL EAC Budget 

FY19/20
Project 
Amount

% 
Uses ESD Grant

Cash Match 
$38,015 

Minimum
In-Kind 
Match

Salaries /Fringe $104,640 68% $64,609 $27,187 $12,844
Contractual 
Services/Curriculum/
Staff Development

17,843 12% 1,070 7,404 9,369

Project Expenses 30,554 20% 10,350 12,604 7,600
Total Project Costs $153,037 100% $76,029 $47,195 $29,813 

% of Financial Sources 100% 50% 31% 19%

Grantee Contact: William G. Clark, President/CEO
Telephone: (585) 325-6530 ext. 3003
Fax: (585) 325-4864
E-Mail: wclark@ulr. org

Project Team: Program Director Bette Yee
Environmental Rachel Shatz
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Financial Terms and Conditions:

1. Grantee will be obligated to advise ESD of any materially adverse changes in its financial 
condition prior to disbursement. 

2. The Grantee will match the EAC grant 100%, of which at least 50% must be cash.  
Matching funds may derive from any funding source except the State. 

3. An advance of up to 50% of the ESD Grant ($38,015) will be disbursed to the Grantee 
upon execution of the Grant Disbursement Agreement (“GDA”), assuming that all 
project approvals have been completed and funds are available.  The final 50% of the 
ESD Grant ($38,014) will be disbursed once ESD receives all supporting documentation 
as ESD may require.  ESD may withhold the final 10% of the Grant ($7,603) until all of 
the tasks and reports have been completed to ESD’s satisfaction.
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SCHEDULE A-22

Washington Heights and Inwood Development Corporation
Entrepreneurship Assistance Centers, (132,987)

Grant Recipient: Washington Heights and Inwood Development Corporation

ESD Investment: A grant of up to $76,029 will be awarded to cover operating 
expenses, training and technical assistance from June 1, 2019 
through May 31, 2020.

Project Location: 611 West 177th Street, New York, NY 10033

Proposed Project: Business Training and Technical Assistance

Regional Council: New York State’s Entrepreneurship Assistance Centers has 
provided business services for almost 3 decades in the region and 
is poised to assist the New York City Regional Economic 
Development Council with its goals to assist small businesses with 
growth and development as well as their priority action to provide 
business development and assistance to Minority and Women-
Owned businesses.

Background:

Company History – Washington Heights and Inwood Development Corporation was 
incorporated in 1978 and has provided business development services since its inception.  
It provides both classroom and one-on-business development assistance, legal assistance 
and business loans of up to $50,000 to businesses in Upper Manhattan and the Bronx.

Ownership – Washington Heights and Inwood Development Corporation is a New York 
State 501(c) 3 not-for-profit

ESD Involvement - New York State’s Entrepreneurship Assistance Centers (“EAC”) was 
created in January 2019 as an amendment of the 1987 NYS Omnibus Economic 
Development Act.  The EAC establishes Centers in local communities to provide 
instruction, training, technical assistance and support services to individuals who have 
recently started their own business or are interested in starting a business.

Past ESD Support - Washington Heights and Inwood Development Corporation was 
awarded its first grant in 2008.  EAC grants are based on the availability of funds and have 
ranged from $35,000 to $99,593 since the program’s inception. To date, Washington 
Heights and Inwood Development Corporation has received approximately $865,287 in 
EAC grant funds.
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The Project:

Completion – May 31, 2020

Activity – EAC will help build and strengthen commercial activity by providing local 
minority and/or women entrepreneurs with intensive business assistance and training.   
The Program will provide businesses and entrepreneurs with the tools necessary to allow 
them to start, sustain and/or expand their businesses, fueling local economic 
development, increasing local business equity and creating job growth.  The target 
audience consists of minorities and women, including recent immigrants and limited-
English speaking participants.

Results – The Entrepreneurship Assistance Centers encourages the start of new 
businesses and the continuous development of existing businesses.  The aim is to help 
entrepreneurs develop a viable business and to assist new firms to make the transition to 
small growth companies.  To track the performance of grantees funded under EAC, 
grantees are required to meet specific program goals such as number of clients served, 
businesses started, increases in sales and employment and financing secured.

EAC Program Budget Washington Heights and Inwood Development Corporation

Financial Uses Financial Sources
Project AC069  

WHDC EAC Budget 
FY17/18

Project 
Amount

% 
Uses ESD Grant

Cash Match 
$38,015 

Minimum
In-Kind 
Match

Salaries /Fringe $ % $ $ $0
Contractual 
Services/Curriculum/
Staff Development

%

Project Expenses % 0 0 

Total Project Costs $ 100% $76,029 $ $ 
% of Financial Sources 100% 50% % %

Grantee Contact: Dart Westphal, Interim Executive Director
Telephone: (212) 795-1600
Fax: (212) 781-4051
E-Mail: whidc@aol. com

Project Team: Program Director Bette Yee
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Environmental Rachel Shatz

Financial Terms and Conditions:

1. Grantee will be obligated to advise ESD of any materially adverse changes in its financial 
condition prior to disbursement. 

2. The Grantee will match the EAC grant 100%, of which at least 50% must be cash.  
Matching funds may derive from any funding source except the State. 

3. An advance of up to 50% of the ESD Grant ($38,015) will be disbursed to the Grantee 
upon execution of the Grant Disbursement Agreement (“GDA”), assuming that all 
project approvals have been completed and funds are available.  The final 50% of the 
ESD Grant ($38,014) will be disbursed once ESD receives all supporting documentation 
as ESD may require.  ESD may withhold the final 10% of the Grant ($7,603) until all of 
the tasks and reports have been completed to ESD’s satisfaction.
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SCHEDULE A-23

Women’s Enterprise Development Center Inc. (Westchester Center)
Entrepreneurship Assistance Centers, (132,989)

Grant Recipient: Women’s Enterprise Development Center Inc.

ESD Investment: A grant of up to $76,029 will be awarded to cover operating 
expenses, training and technical assistance from June 1, 2019 
through May 31, 2020.

Project Location: Office of Economic Development,
901 North Broadway, Suite 23, White Plains, NY 10603 

Proposed Project: Business Training and Technical Assistance

Regional Council: New York State’s Entrepreneurship Assistance Centers has 
provided business services for almost 3 decades in the region and 
is poised to assist the Mid-Hudson Regional Economic 
Development Council goals to promote entrepreneurship, start-
ups, and small businesses through a variety of measures that 
include business training, technical assistance, and access to 
capital.

Background:

Company History – Women’s Enterprise Development Center Inc. began in 1997 as a pilot 
program with 12 students in a 15-week entrepreneurial training program in Yonkers.  In 
2003, it was designated an SBA women’s business center for Westchester County and the 
Lower Hudson Valley.  It is the only organization in the area that provides entrepreneurs 
with the entire range of vital small business services; from helping clients develop a 
business idea to helping them maintain and grow a successful enterprise.  

Ownership – Women’s Enterprise Development Center Inc. is a New York State 501(c) 3 
not-for-profit

ESD Involvement - New York State’s Entrepreneurship Assistance Centers (“EAC”) was 
created in January 2019 as an amendment of the 1987 NYS Omnibus Economic 
Development Act.  The EAC establishes Centers in local communities to provide 
instruction, training, technical assistance and support services to individuals who have 
recently started their own business or are interested in starting a business.

Past ESD Support Women’s Enterprise Development Center Inc. was awarded its first 
grant in 2008.  EAC grants are based on the availability of funds and have ranged from 
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$35,000 to $99,593 since the program’s inception. To date, Women’s Enterprise 
Development Center Inc. (Poughkeepsie Center) has received approximately $ 852,287 in 
EAC grant funds.

The Project:

Completion – May 31, 2020

Activity – The EAC training model consists of in-depth multi-course training program 
covering the full range of entrepreneurial development issues at all stages of business 
development.  The program is offered in both English.

Results – The Entrepreneurship Assistance Centers encourages the start of new 
businesses and the continuous development of existing businesses.  The aim is to help 
entrepreneurs develop a viable business and to assist new firms to make the transition to 
small growth companies.  To track the performance of grantees funded under EAC, 
grantees are required to meet specific program goals such as number of clients served, 
businesses started, increases in sales and employment and financing secured.

EAC Project Budget Women’s Enterprise Development Center Inc. (Westchester Center)

Financial Uses Financial Sources
Project 132,989   
WEDC MHV EAC 
Budget FY19/20

Project 
Amount

% 
Uses ESD Grant

Cash Match 
$38,015 

Minimum
In-Kind 
Match

Salaries /Fringe $ 93,713 62% $   57,905 $   35,808 $          0
Contractual 
Services/Curriculum/
Staff Development

41,208 27% 7,633 33,574 -- 

Project Expenses 17,138 11% 10,491 6,647 -- 

Total Project Costs $ 152,058 100% $76,029 $   76,029 $     0  
% of Financial Sources 100% 50% 50% %

Grantee Contact: Anne Janiak, Executive Director
Telephone: (914) 948-6098 ext. 12
Fax: (914) 470-2972
E-Mail: ajaniak@westchester. org

Terri Matthews-Cotton, Director of Finance
Telephone: (914) 948-6098 Ext. 11
Fax: (914) 470-2972
E-mail: bventuri@wedcbiz. org
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Project Team: Program Director Bette Yee
Environmental Rachel Shatz

Financial Terms and Conditions:

1. Grantee will be obligated to advise ESD of any materially adverse changes in its financial 
condition prior to disbursement. 

2. The Grantee will match the EAC grant 100%, of which at least 50% must be cash.  
Matching funds may derive from any funding source except the State. 

3. An advance of up to 50% of the ESD Grant ($38,015) will be disbursed to the Grantee 
upon execution of the Grant Disbursement Agreement (“GDA”), assuming that all 
project approvals have been completed and funds are available.  The final 50% of the 
ESD Grant ($38,014) will be disbursed once ESD receives all supporting documentation 
as ESD may require.  ESD may withhold the final 10% of the Grant ($7,603) until all of 
the tasks and reports have been completed to ESD’s satisfaction.
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SCHEDULE A-24

Women’s Enterprise Development Center Inc. (Poughkeepsie Center)
Entrepreneurship Assistance Centers, (132,988)

Grant Recipient: Women’s Enterprise Development Center Inc.

ESD Investment: A grant of up to $76,029 will be awarded to cover operating 
expenses, training and technical assistance from June 1, 2019 
through May 31, 2020.

Project Location: 3 Neptune Road, Suite A21, Poughkeepsie, NY 12601

Proposed Project: Business Training and Technical Assistance

Regional Council: New York State’s Entrepreneurship Assistance Centers has 
provided business services for almost 3 decades in the region and 
is poised to assist the Mid-Hudson Regional Economic 
Development Council goals to promote entrepreneurship, start-
ups, and small businesses through a variety of measures that 
include business training, technical assistance, and access to 
capital.

Background:

Company History – Women’s Enterprise Development Center Inc. began in 1997 as a pilot 
program with 12 students in a 15-week entrepreneurial training program in Yonkers.  In 
2003, it was designated an SBA women’s business center for Westchester County and the 
Lower Hudson Valley.  It is the only organization in the area that provides entrepreneurs 
with the entire range of vital small business services; from helping clients develop a 
business idea to helping them maintain and grow a successful enterprise.  

Ownership – Women’s Enterprise Development Center Inc. is a New York State 501(c) 3 
not-for-profit

ESD Involvement - New York State’s Entrepreneurship Assistance Centers (“EAC”) was 
created in January 2019 as an amendment of the 1987 NYS Omnibus Economic 
Development Act.  The EAC establishes Centers in local communities to provide 
instruction, training, technical assistance and support services to individuals who have 
recently started their own business or are interested in starting a business.

Past ESD Support – In 2015 Women’s Enterprise Development Center Inc. expanded its 
reach to other areas of the Mid-Hudson Region including Dutchess, Orange, Sullivan, 
Ulster and Putnam counties under a new grant.  EAC grants are based on the availability 
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of funds and have ranged from $35,000 to $99,593 since the program’s inception. To 
date, Women’s Enterprise Development Center Inc. (Westchester Center) has received 
approximately $326,987 in EAC grant funds.

The Project:

Completion – May 31, 2020

Activity – The EAC training model consists of in-depth multi-course training program 
covering the full range of entrepreneurial development issues at all stages of business 
development.  The program is offered in both English and Spanish.

Results – The Entrepreneurship Assistance Centers encourages the start of new 
businesses and the continuous development of existing businesses.  The aim is to help 
entrepreneurs develop a viable business and to assist new firms to make the transition to 
small growth companies.  To track the performance of grantees funded under EAC, 
grantees are required to meet specific program goals such as number of clients served, 
businesses started, increases in sales and employment and financing secured.

EAC Project Budget Women’s Enterprise Development Center Inc. (Poughkeepsie Center)

Financial Uses Financial Sources
Project 132,988   

WEDC EAC Budget 
FY19/20 Project Amount

% 
Uses ESD Grant

Cash Match 
$38,015 

Minimum
In-Kind 
Match

Salaries /Fringe $ 125,227 82% $   68,111 $   57,116 $         0
Contractual 
Services/Curriculum/
Staff Development

10,656 7% 4,000 6,656 --  

Project Expenses 16,175 11% 3,918 2,257 10,000 
Total Project Costs $ 152,058 100% $76,029 $   66,029 $10,000 

 
% of Financial 

Sources 100% 50% 43% 7%

Grantee Contact: Anne Janiak, Executive Director
Telephone: (914) 948-6098 ext. 12
Fax: (914) 470-2972
E-Mail: ajaniak@westchester. org

Project Team:  Program Director Bette Yee
Environmental Rachel Shatz
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Financial Terms and Conditions:

1. Grantee will be obligated to advise ESD of any materially adverse changes in its financial 
condition prior to disbursement. 

2. The Grantee will match the EAC grant 100%, of which at least 50% must be cash.  
Matching funds may derive from any funding source except the State. 

3. An advance of up to 50% of the ESD Grant ($38,015) will be disbursed to the Grantee 
upon execution of the Grant Disbursement Agreement (“GDA”), assuming that all 
project approvals have been completed and funds are available.  The final 50% of the 
ESD Grant ($38,014) will be disbursed once ESD receives all supporting documentation 
as ESD may require.  ESD may withhold the final 10% of the Grant ($7,603) until all of 
the tasks and reports have been completed to ESD’s satisfaction.
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FOR CONSIDERATION
July 18, 2019

TO:  The Directors

FROM:  Howard A. Zemsky

SUBJECT: Contract for Research Services for the New York State Apple Industry 
Through Cornell University

REQUEST FOR:  Authorization to Enter into a Contract for Research Services of the New 
York State Apple Industry Relating to the Marketing Order Program; and 
Authorization to Take Related Actions 

______________________________________________________________________________

CONTRACT NEEDS AND JUSTIFICATION

I.  Contract Summary

Contractor: Cornell University (the “Contractor” or “Cornell”)

Scope of Services: Contractor to provide research of the apple industry thought Cornell’s 
Department of Entomology, Department of Horticultural Studies, 
Department of Plant Pathology and Plant-Microbe Biology, Pesticide 
Management Education Program, school of Integrative Plant Science, 
Cornell Cooperative Extension eastern New York Commercial Horticulture 
Program, and Cornell Cooperative Extension Lake Ontario Fruit Program 

Contract Term: 12 months; this Contract may be extended for up to five additional years 
upon mutual agreement in writing by the parties. The total term of the 
Contract shall not exceed six years.

Contract Amount: Not to exceed $ 447,864.00

Funding Source(s): Funds received through the Apple Research and Development Order.

II. Background

As part of the 2017-18 Budget, the fiscal and legal activities associated with the Marketing 
Order Program (the “Program”) were transferred from the Department of Agriculture and 
Markets (the “Department”) to ESD. As part of the program, the Apple Research and 
Development Program funds research related to the New York State apple industry. Research 
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and development proposals are submitted to the Apple Research and Development Program 
Advisory Board every year. After the Advisory Board’s thorough review, it recommends specific 
projects to be funded, along with corresponding scopes of work and budgets. Once the 
Advisory Board recommends the projects to be funded, ESD may begin the contracting process 
with the chosen contractor(s).

Currently, the Directors are requested to enter into a contract with Cornell University to 
conduct twelve apple research projects through Cornell’s Department of Entomology, 
Department of Horticultural Studies, Department of Plant Pathology and Plant-Microbe Biology, 
Pesticide Management Education Program, school of Integrative Plant Science, Cornell 
Cooperative Extension eastern New York Commercial Horticulture Program, and Cornell 
Cooperative Extension Lake Ontario Fruit Program.

III. Contractor Selection Process

Annually, the Apple Research and Development Program Advisory Board established pursuant 
to the Program recommend an assessment on New York State apple growers based on their 
projected annual income. The assessments are used to fund the Program’s research projects. 

The Department has a longstanding relationship with Cornell University for research and 
development projects related to the Apple Research and Development Program. The Advisory 
Board reviews the research proposals and recommends the specific projects to be funded, as 
well as their corresponding scopes of work and budgets. These recommendations are sent to 
the President and CEO of ESD for approval.

IV. Responsible Party

Staff has examined the proposed contractor’s “responsibility” as defined in State Finance Law 
§163, and as provided in ESD’s Procurement Guidelines.  Based on this analysis of financial and 
organizational capacity, legal authority to do business in New York, integrity of principals, and 
past performance on contracts, staff concludes that the proposed contractor is a responsible 
vendor.

V. Scope of Work

The Contractor will provide the following services: 

1. Project #1: A Novel Postharvest Strategies for Value Added Utilization of New York Apple 
Varieties (Funding Amount $58,906, Continuing Project) – Olga Padilla-Zakour

a. Objective(s): 
The main goal of this project is to develop novel applications for NY apple 
varieties, by building on the unique combination of Cornell’s expertise in 
developing new apple varieties and novel methods of processing, which will lead 
to innovative, very high quality, fresher, tasty and highly nutritious apple based 
products. A particular focus will be placed on utilizing the whole fruit, which will 
distinguish these products from those currently present on the market. This will 
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also promote economic profitability and sustainability. The objectives of the 
project are:

i. Objective 1 (Year 1) - Develop novel apple products using a combination of 
minimal processing technologies: High Pressure Processing (HPP), Pulsed 
Electric Field Processing (PEF),UV processing, and membrane filtration. Both 
juice products and whole apple products will be obtained.

ii. Objective 2 (Year 2): Continue the process and product development, 
optimize the most successful products and formulations, and conduct 
comprehensive quality and sensory testing.

b. Outcome and Expected Benefits:
i. This project will place NY State as the leader in apple product processing 

innovation. NYS and Cornell University have made major investments in the 
renovation of the Food Venture Center Pilot Plant and in the acquisition of 
processing technologies to develop fresher, high quality foods. The 
consumers’ demand for minimally processed foods with extended 
refrigerated shelf- life, without the use of preservatives or unfamiliar 
ingredients, has forced the food industry to utilize combination technologies 
to meet consumers’ expectations. The fastest growing category of innovative 
fruit products is High Pressure Processed (HPP) beverages and sauces/purees. 
Cornell has the smallest commercial HPP unit to develop and optimize the HPP 
processing and packaging conditions for novel apple products. In addition, 
there is a large, commercial toll processor in Rochester, NY (LiDestri Foods) 
that works with producers to HPP treat packaged products for 
commercialization. Thus, NY has the distinctive advantage to take advantage 
of this new technology to develop and test apple products that will be 
consumer’s favorites. Based on our current knowledge of factors that 
influence the success of HPP prepared food products, we expect that specific 
apple varieties and pre-processing steps will greatly determine the final 
quality of these novel foods. We will combine HPP with 2 other cutting edge 
technologies to enhance the safety, quality and value of the developed apple 
products: Pulsed Electric Field (PEF) and membrane separation systems. PEF is 
already in use in the potato industry to decrease waste and reduced oil 
utilization during frying. PEF electroporates the tissue to facilitate cutting and 
enhance extraction from skin and tissue, resulting in more nutritious food 
products. Membrane systems can be used to concentrate apple juice without 
application of heat to retain the flavor and heat sensitive nutrients. The 
combination of these technologies present the unique opportunity to develop 
novel apple products to increase profitability and competitiveness for apple 
producers.

ii. The findings from this project will be disseminated to the NY apple 
industry via presentations and publications.

2. Project #2: Host Defense Compounds to Fight Infestations of Ambrosia Beetles in NY 
Apple Orchards (Funding Amount $25,844, Continuing Research) – Art Agnello
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a. Objective(s):
i. Objective 1. Generate efficacy data on preventive applications of topically applied 

host defense compounds as protectants/repellents to flood-stressed potted apple 
trees:

a. A flowable paste formulation of verbenone in combination with methyl 
salicylate (ISCA Technologies, Riverside, CA)

b. Salicylic acid, a plant hormone involved in meditating plant defense against 
pathogens (Growth Products, White Plains, NY)

c. Methyl jasmonate, an integral component of plant defense responses to 
insect feeding & mechanical damage of leaves (BedoukianBio, Danbury, CT)

d. Several commercial products with documented or suspected SAR (Systemic 
Aquired Resistance) activity – Actigard (Syngenta), Regalia, Grandevo (both 
Marrone Bio)

e. Chlorpyrifos (Lorsban, Dow AgroSciences), a broad-spectrum insecticide 
currentlyrelied upon in the industry, but which is only marginal as a control 
tactic.

ii. Objective 2. Continue to evaluate current distribution and timing of black stem borer 
occurrence in NY Orchards

b. Outcome and Expected Benefits: 
i. The ultimate aim of this research is to identify a tactic or tactics using 

commercially available products that can reliably prevent or mitigate attacks 
and infestations by this pest. Ideally, acceptable control of ambrosia beetles 
would be possible through following recommended horticultural guidelines 
to avoid or minimize tree stress, which predisposes the trees to attack, in 
combination with a preventive treatment regimen using a repellent or host-
defense promoting product that can be applied using conventional pest 
protection equipment. Collaborating growers and consultants will learn how 
to monitor for ambrosia beetles and predict the likelihood of infestations in 
their orchards. By becoming familiar with the conditions associated with 
attacks by this pest, they will be able to implement suitable measures to 
mitigate its impact. Growers will be able to demonstrate these techniques to 
other commercial growers in other fruit production regions in the state, 
which should result in a reduction in tree losses and higher economic 
returns. In the long term, orchard management practices will likely need to 
be adjusted so as to avoid conditions that stress trees and predispose them 
to attack by this pest. These anticipated outcomes are particularly relevant to 
New York, as our state was the first in the US to experience X. germanus as a 
pest of apples, and it remains a serious source of potential losses to New 
York apple growers.

3. Project #3: Beating down Honeycrisp bitter pit disorder from within using CRISPR/CAS 
(Funding Amount $38,940) – Xu Kenong

a. Objective(s):
i. The goal of this project is to create a new strain of Honeycrisp of bitter pit 

resistance that are free of any foreign DNA using the latest precision gene edit 
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tool CRISPR/CAS. Since the U.S. federal regulatory agencies see no difference 
between such CRISPR/CAS improved crops and those developed by conventional 
breeding, the new strain of Honeycrisp will be available for apple production 
immediately. During the first year of this project, three specific objectives are 
proposed:
a. Objective 1. To identify bitter pit resistance candidate genes using a 

simplified genome-wide association study (GWAS) approach.
b. Objective 2. To establish lines of Honeycrisp explants (plants in tissue culture 

medium).
c. Objective 3. To establish CRISPR/CAS protein-based protoplast (cells with cell 

wall removed) gene editing system for creating bitter pit resistant 
Honeycrisp.

ii. Honeycrisp (HC) has become an increasingly important apple cultivar in apple 
production in the U.S. due to its extraordinary fruit quality and premium retail 
prices that frequently double the other apples’. In New York, HC has been 
expanded rapidly in new plantings lately, and the current estimate of HC bearing 
acreage exceeds 2,000 acres. Such rapid expansion, however, has also exposed 
HC to one of its critical vulnerabilities, i.e. bitter pit (BP) - a dark sunken lesion 
symptom on surface of fruit at harvest or during storage, to an alarming level for 
growers and storage operators. Based on a 3-year study by Dan Danahue, the BP 
incidence in Eastern New York was 26.7% in 2016, 13.8% in 2017, and 40% (initial 
data) in 2018. Since a single BP spot is enough to cull the apple from fresh 
marketable pile, any BP symptom would cause approximately 80% loss in fruit 
value. Taking the lowest 13.8% incidence in HC fruit in New York, the economic 
loss would be 2.3 million dollars a year, i.e. $1170/acre. It is expected that the BP 
thread to HC apple production may become even more serious in coming years.

iii. Apple bitter pit is a physiological disorder caused by cell desiccation under the 
peel. Many physiological studies reported that apple BP disorder is associated 
with low calcium (Ca2+) and/or the imbalance Ca2+with other ions such as 
potassium (K+) and magnesium (Mg2+) in fruit tissues. To understand the cause 
of BP, researchers have been investigating a handful of selected genes that are 
putatively related to calcium binding and transport in plant cells. These gene, for 
example, include MdCAX, a proton- Ca2+ exchanger; MdACA8, a Ca2+-ATPase; 
MdVPPase, an H+ pyrophosphatase, and MdCDPK, a Ca2+-dependent protein 
kinase. Although the expression of these genes are associated with BP 
development, none of them appeared to be genetically causal to BP. Efforts in 
genetic studies are very limited. An early report concluded that BP resistance is 
controlled by two major genes (Bp-1 and Bp-2) in apple. The Bp-2 locus has been 
mapped to chromosome 16. In a latest study, 13 candidate genes of various 
putative functions under Bp-2 were reported although none of them is related to 
calcium activities in plants. Since these genetic studies did not take the BP 
development during storage into account, the preliminary findings remain to be 
tested. In addition, further information regarding the Bp-1 locus could not be 
found.
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iv. CRISPR/CAS (clustered regularly interspaced short palindromic repeats/CRISPR 
associated- protein) is the latest precision gene editing system that allow 
improving crops without leaving any foreign DNA behind. So far, the system has 
been employed successfully in many annual crop species, such as rice and wheat. 
This is because the CAS gene and other foreign DNA incorporated into the 
genome can be easily removed by genetic segregation in subsequent crosses. 
The US Federal regulatory agencies have announced that such CRISPR/CAS 
improved crops is equivalent to those developed by conventional breeding. 
Therefore, they will not be subject to the federal regulations as the conventional 
transgenic crops or GMOs.

v. However, it has been challenging to use the CRISPR/CAS system in apple 
improvement. The highly heterozygous genome and the long juvenile period 
before flowering make the genetic segregation-based strategy to remove the 
CAS gene and other foreign DNA impossible in apple. Fortunately, an alternative 
approach using the purified CAS protein (no DNA involved) to treat protoplast 
has been investigated recently for precision gene editing in plants. The studies 
demonstrated that it is possible to use the CAS protein-based protoplast 
approach to edit plant genes without losing the identity of the original plant. I 
therefore submit this proposal aiming to edit the causal genes under Bp-1 and 
Bp-2 to mitigate BP disorder in HC, which address at least three priorities in the 
2019-2020 ARDP RFP: ‘Bitter Pit’, ‘Apple Genetics’ and ‘CRISPR.’

b. Outcome and Expected Benefits:
i. In short term:

1. A valuable dataset of BP resistance ratings in 50-100 apple cultivars at 
harvest and after cold storage.

2. Two large datasets of SNPs from the pools of apple cultivars that are 
resistant and susceptible to BP, respectively.

3. A set of functional SNP markers valuable for apple breeding to select new 
and improved BP resistant cultivars.

4. Identification of promising candidate genes for BP resistance in apple.
5. One New York Fruit Quarterly article summarizing BP incidence 

observations on the 50-100 apple cultivars.
6. Establishment of Honeycrisp tissue culture lines (explants)
7. Establishment of a practical lab procedure for CRISPR/CAS protein-based 

protoplast gene editing system for Honeycrisp improvement, including BP 
resistance.

ii. In long term:
1. Achieving the project goal will allow us to establish a practical lab 

procedure for CRISPR/CAS protein-based protoplast gene editing 
system for improving HC bitter pit resistance as well as other 
undesirable traits, such as fire blight resistance in orchard and soft 
scald fruit during storage. The final product of this project is a new 
strain of Honeycrisp with BP resistance free of any foreign DNA. 
Since the U.S. federal regulatory agencies see no difference 
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between such CRISPR/CAS improved crops and those developed 
by conventional breeding, the new strain of Honeycrisp will be 
available for apple production immediately. Certainly, New York 
apple growers will be given the first access to the improved HC.

4. Project #4: Furthering Our Understanding the Role of Apple Luteovirus 1 and Latent 
Viruses in Apple Tree Decline (Funding Amount $23,669, Continued Research) – Dan 
Donahue
a. Objective(s):

i. The objectives of the proposed project are three-fold:
1. Document how an acute stress event effects the growth and survival of 

Zestar/Nic 29 apple trees known to be infected with various combinations of 
Apple Luteovirus 1, the latent viruses ASPV, ACLSV, ASGV, and the Tomato 
Ringspot Virus ToRSV.

2. Survey recently top-worked orchards in the Hudson Valley for latent virus 
status, and record data on various horticultural parameters in order to 
establish a “baseline” for tree performance, virus-infected vs. clean in order 
to detect the onset of top-working disease.

3. Document the effects of latent virus infection in high-density orchards by 
conducting a comparative horticultural analysis of the performance of latent 
virus infected apple trees vs. “clean” trees in order to define the impact of 
virus infection in modern, high-density orchards.

ii. Objective(s) of Previously Funded Apple Decline Studies: 
a. Studies in 2017 and 2018 were more general in scope, and 

focused on a producer survey to identify and define the apple 
decline issue while looking for commonalities that might suggest 
one or multiple causes. ALV1 detection protocols were refined 
and implemented in the Fuchs Virus Lab to allow for a survey of 
NYS orchards. Work was conducted in specific orchards 
exhibiting decline symptoms which were known to harbor latent 
virus and ALV1 to identify symptoms and record the 
horticultural impact.

b. Outcome and Expected Benefits: 
i. The experiments conducted in this study will contribute to our 

understanding of how virus infection impacts tree health and 
productivity in modern high-density orchard systems.

5. Project #5: Mitigate Honeycrisp BP by understanding early Ca distributions and 
rootstock-conferred resistance using novel non-destructive and high-throughput 
approaches (Funding Amount $41,815) – Dan Donahue
a. Objective(s):
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i. Objective # 1: Determine the mineral contents of Honeycrisp apples grafted on 
different rootstocks that confer a significant difference in BP incidence. Two 
orchard blocks on the same farm in general proximity to each other will be 
compared, one on B.9 with a low historical incidence of bitter pit, and the other 
on M.26 with a high historical incidence of bitter pit. For fruit sampling, a novel 
non-destructive biopsy method will be used to allow the fruit to survive and 
grow continuously through maturation after sampling. This novel method may 
offer a highly desirable opportunity to track the fruit all the way through storage 
for direct BP observation. In case the novel approach fails, a conventional 
destructive method is being used concurrently as a backup to ensure success.

ii. Objective # 2: Document the horticultural status of the six trees which 
make up each of the two experimental sites located in a Milton, Ulster 
County, New York orchard. Data collected will provide context to the 
nutrient status and genetics data collected in other experiments 
conducted within this study. Data collection protocols will generally 
follow those implemented in the original survey of these experimental 
sites conducted from 2016-18.

iii. Objective #3: Identify genes that are associated most intimately with 
bitter pit development in Honeycrisp and determine how their activity 
is influenced by rootstock using RNA-seq, a high-throughput sequencing 
technology capable of quantifying expression levels of all 42,140-apple 
genes in one experiment. The justification is that the limited number of 
genes that were studied previously for their associations with xylem 
development, calcium metabolism, and BP are unlikely to be the major 
causal genes, nor responsible for resistance to BP conferred by B.9.
a. Sub-Objective 3-1. Identify genes that are expressed most 

differentially among the fruit samples of various calcium levels at 45 
DAFB and among the fruit with or without BP symptoms.

b. Sub-Objective 3-2. Identify rootstock-originated mRNAs that are 
expressed most differentially between the B.9- and M.26-grafted 
Honeycrisp fruit.

b. Benefits and Outcome Expected: 
i. Our findings from the ARDP-funded Honeycrisp/Bitter Pit study 

(Donahue et. al. 2016-18) from experiments conducted in 2017 and 
2018 that calcium content of fruitlets at the end of the cell mitosis 
phase of development (approx. 43 DAFB) show that calcium content of 
individual fruitlets is highly variable, by a factor of 4+X. The data 
suggest that 80 ppm could be a threshold in early-season fruitlet Ca 
concentration. This study will test this finding for a very critical third 
year. 

ii. The variability in fruitlet mineral concentration presents an opportunity 
to apply modern gene expression analysis technology to differentiate 
low-Ca fruitlets from high-Ca fruitlets on a genetic level, perhaps 
providing some clarity to the question of when and how do fruit 
become at risk for bitter pit.
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iii. The biopsy experiment has the potential to directly link early-season 
mineral status to post- harvest bitter pit incidence. Up until now, we 
can only indirectly surmise that mineral status is a causal factor in bitter 
pit symptom expression.

iv. Further refining our knowledge of the genes which code for increased 
bitter pit risk will ultimately assist plant breeding programs in the quest 
to breed for the positive characteristics of Honeycrisp, while avoiding 
the negative.

v. Our 3-year survey study clearly demonstrates the superior BP 
suppression performance of the B.9 rootstock over M.9 and M.26. Our 
proposed study will contribute to our understanding of how the root 
stock might modify scion variety response as measured by gene 
expression.

vi. While the outcomes and benefits described above could be considered 
long-term, the shorter-term practical outcome of this project may be 
the shift in grower focus from mid to late- summer exogenous calcium 
and nutrient applications to early-season practices that are more 
effective and act upon the identified metabolic systems under genetic 
control that increase bitter pit risk.

6. Project #6: Biological Control of the Brown Marmorated Stink Bug In New York State 
(Funding Amount $81,360, Continuing Research) – Peter Jentsch
a. Objective(s):

i. The overall objective of this proposal is to continue the redistribution, survey 
and conservation of T. japonicus throughout the urban and agricultural regions 
of NYS. We propose to:
A. Continue developing populations of H. halys for egg production and build 

populations of T. japonicus for redistribution in Agricultural through 
HVRL/CALS staff efforts and Citizen Science redistribution to home owners 
looking to place T. japonicus in broad landscape environments.

B. Continue surveying and documenting native and adventive parasitoid 
complex, specifically to confirm Samurai Wasp establishment 
throughout the New York redistribution sites.

C. Continue evaluating alternate methods of reducing stink bug injury to 
fruit including the use of Drape Net, ZeroFly deltamethrin 
impregnated netting, pheromone and LED solar lighting attract and 
kill systems.

D. Monitoring BMSB populations throughout the season using 
pheromone-based trapping efforts. The focus to correlate trap 
numbers over time to assess population declines that can be 
attributed to biological control efforts.

E. Evaluating harvest fruit to assess stink bug injury in select sites. 
Success is contingent on reducing populations of BMSB to reduce 
risk to agricultural crops.
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F. Demonstrate the efficacy of horizontal spray systems to increase 
application efficacy and reduce off target drift to conserve T. 
japonicus resident along the orchard edge.

G. Continue to test anti-feeding insecticides as in previous field trials 
using Venerate and Closer to determine efficacy within the 7-dth 
interval in tree fruit.

b. Outcome and Expected Benefits: 
i. In our surveys we expect to validate a broadening and increased 

density of T. japonicus from our efforts in both Agricultural, suburban 
and urban Citizen Science redistribution efforts. Assessments of H. 
halys for adult and immature life stages including egg production will 
begin to yield significantly lower levels of BMSB presence, albeit with 
lingering overwintering populations of BMSB that will remain in the 
environment. As we continue surveying and documenting the native 
parasitoid complex, we will continue to see the utilization of BMSB 
eggs by specific native stink bug parasitoids. The use of alternate 
methods of reducing stink bug injury to fruit will assess the use of 
Drape Net with findings that will provide growing support for its use in 
tree fruit production systems, specifically in the reduction of late 
season insecticide use for stink bug and apple maggot. The testing 
and use of ZeroFly deltamethrin impregnated netting, pheromone 
and LED solar lighting attract and kill systems, employed in 30 meter 
spacing will likely demonstrate the efficacy of reduced BMSB 
populations in agricultural systems along the wooded and agricultural 
interface. Our continued monitoring of BMSB using pheromone based 
trapping efforts populations throughout the season will correlate trap 
numbers to diminishing BMSB populations that can be attributed to 
biological control efforts. Our harvest evaluations of fruit will 
continue to assess lower levels of stink bug injured fruit in 
redistribution sites, contingent on reduced populations of BMSB, 
which in turn reduces risk to agricultural crops. In our demonstrations 
of the efficacy of horizontal spray systems we will provide growers 
with data pointing to increased application efficacy, reduced off 
target drift to assist the agricultural community in conserving T. 
japonicus along the orchard edge. Finally, our continued research in 
testing anti-feeding insecticides will provide a better understanding in 
how to use products such as Venerate and Closer during late season 
BMSB infestation in tree fruit.

7. Project #7: Development of Apple Bitter Rot Cultivar Susceptibility Chart and HVRL Apple 
Scab Efficacy Trials 2019 With New Fungicides Miravis and Revysol (Funding Amount 
$55,941, Continuing Research) – Srdan Acimovic 
a. Objective(s):

i. Objectives included in the original (previous) grant proposals are:
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a. Test infectivity of isolated strains of Colletotrichum fungal species causing 
bitter rot on apple in laboratory on detached fruit

b. Conduct new bactericide and fungicide efficacy trials at HVRL in 2018 as per 
agreements with chemical companies and inside the funded NY FVI project 
titled: “Development of Effective Spray Program for Post-Infection Fire Blight 
Management in Apples and Cost- Benefit Analysis of its Key Components”

ii. The changes in objectives in the current proposal are:
a. Test the relative susceptibility of 11 different apple cultivars to bitter rot 

fungi identified as major causes of bitter rot on NY apples – Colletotrichum 
fiorinae, C. nupharicola and C. fructicola, to develop Apple Bitter Rot 
Cultivar Susceptibility Chart for NY growers to decide which cultivars to 
plant in the future to better address climate change impact on the 
increasing incidence of bitter rot on apples in Hudson Valley.

b. Test virulence of bitter rot fungi Colletotrichum fiorinae, C. nupharicola 
and C. fructicola on apple fruit of different cultivars.

c. Conduct apple scab efficacy trial at HVRL in 2019 with two new fungicides 
Miravis Prime (Syngenta) and Revysol (BASF); These new fungicides will 
be an important addition to the key strategy of preventing fungicide 
resistance development – i.e. these two new fungicides will be an 
important addition to the fungicide class rotations that aim to avoid 
fungicide resistance development in single-site fungicide FRAC groups, by 
increasing the number of spray options for fungicide class alternations in 
spray programs for scab in commercial orchards.

b. Outcome and Expected Benefits:
i. Apple Bitter Rot Cultivar Susceptibility Chart will enable growers to choose 

resistant or less susceptible cultivars for planting in the conventional 
orchards and in organic orchards, which might require less fungicide 
applications during summer. Using resistant or tolerant cultivars is one of 
the most important strategies in plant disease control. We will conduct 
apple fruit inoculation experiments to assess how resistant or susceptible 
are different cultivars to bitter rot disease.

ii. Results on apple scab control by the two yet to be launched new 
fungicides Miravis Fungicide SC (pydiflumetofen) and Revysol 
(mefentrifluconazole) which will be directly applicable to commercial 
apple farms once these products are registered in NY for apples.

iii. As summer fruit rots are very similar in early infection stages and in 
storage, virulence of Colletotrichum species isolated in NY cannot be 
determined by observing symptoms in the orchard or storage. We will 
focus on bitter rot only and test virulence of bitter rot fungi from NY on 
apple fruit. The Apple Bitter Rot Cultivar Susceptibility Chart will target 
and benefit 90 NY apple growers in hot- and warm-summer humid 
continental climate of Hudson Valley and west NY who had bitter rot 
outbreaks and storage incidence (2015-2018). Additional 110 apple NY 
growers will be reached in NY and the region. The project will benefit all 
apple producers: pick- your-own, farm stand, big fruit-packers. Most 
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benefit will be to growers who have highly susceptible (e.g. Honeycrisp) 
and late-maturing cultivars (Pink Lady) who experienced above average 
number of rainy days with above average number 2-inch rain events 
during summer. The project is relevant to 4000 apple growers in north, 
south and Midwest US and south Canada which had problems with bitter 
rot in the last 5 years. Project will enable fast and decision-making which 
apple cultivars to plant in organic and conventional orchards. Results will 
be disseminated at winter grower meetings in NY. Project directly 
supports NY apple industry to maintain high fruit quality production by 
providing data that will help growers to prevent 20-100% fruit losses to 
bitter rot in orchard (e.g. Honeycrisp in 2017 & 2018), 5-7% in storages 
and securing full production of ca. 32 million bushels/year.

iv. Fungicide efficacy trials at HVRL with the two new apple scab fungicides 
Miravis Fungicide SC (SDHI pydiflumetofen, FRAC code 7) and Revysol 
(DMI mefentrifluconazole, FRAC code 3) will improve management 
options available to NY apple growers for apple scab and reduce chance 
for onset and increase of resistance to single-site fungicides in fungus V. 
inaequalis.

8. Project #8: Integration of disease forecasting and high-density planting to optimize the 
potential for biological control to manage fungal disease of apple and reduce reliance on 
multi-site protectants (Funding Amount $27,532) –Kerik Cox
a. Objective(s):

i. Objective 1. Compare how timing of application influences efficacy of single-site 
and biopesticide rotation programs (Calendar or NEWA schedule)

ii. Objective 2. Determine how orchard design affects efficacy of programs 
(vertical axis or super-spindle planting systems).

b. Outcome and Expected Benefits:
i. The goal of this research is to develop a more environmentally sustainable, 

consumer acceptable, integrated solution to manage apple scab that 
incorporates the use of biopesticides and highly effective single-site fungicides. 
Further, this work aims to provide solutions and alternatives to growers if 
products like mancozeb and captan become under public or market scrutiny in 
the coming years as occurring in Canada. Ideally, this work has the potential to 
fulfill different sustainable, IPM-based certifications or Markets, such as Red 
Tomato’s Eco Apple. Further, after completion, this work will be published and 
presented to help inform both growers and future researchers. Work will be 
presented at extension meetings as well as regional conferences to have a 
wide. outreaching impact.

9. Project #9: Improved On-Farm Nursery Management (Funding Amount $21,370) – 
Terence Robinson
a. Objective(s):

i. Evaluate 3 methods of growing apple trees in on-farm nurseries
ii. Develop nursery defoliation strategies
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b. Outcome and Expected Benefits:
i. This project will benefit the numerous commercial apple growers in NY 

State who have decided to grow their own trees. If high quality trees 
(7ft tall with 10+ short feathers) can be produced routinely by NY state 
growers the orchards established with these trees will be much more 
profitable that orchards established with low quality tree (4 ft tall with 
no feathers) as is common now. We estimate that a 7 ft 2 year grow 
through tree will produce 2,000 extra bushels of fruit over the first 10 
years compared to low quality trees. At $12.50/bushel this would equal 
$25,000 per acre.

10. Project #10: Horticultural Programming for The Eastern NY Tree Fruit Industry (Funding 
Amount $40,546, Continuing Research) – Peter Jentsch
a. Objective(s):

i. The first objective of this proposal is to further develop and sustain ARDP 
projects initiated by the department of horticulture in Eastern NY and the 
Champlain Valley under Terence Robinson’s program. In 2018, Cornell CALS 
partnership with HVRL supported a Research Support Specialist position at 
HVRL Horticulture and provided funding that should cover salary for 2019-2020 
this position. Dana Acimovic, HVRL Research Support Specialist, assisted by 
technical support, will work under the direction of Terence Robinson, HVRL 
director Peter Jentsch, with collaboration with Eastern and Western NY 
Commercial Horticultural Program and LOFT team members.

ii. Continuing this season, HVRL Research Support Specialist and technician will 
assist in the following projects initiated by Terence Robinson:

a. Crop load management assessments using precision pruning and 
chemical thinning trials

b. Apple rootstock assessment trial
c. Honeycrisp bitter-pit management

iii. Over the past year’s sunburn has been an issue in the production of Honeycrisp 
in NY high- density orchards, particularly those from the Hudson Valley. In some 
years, the incidence of Sunburn in Honeycrisp has been between 10 to 25 %, 
depending of the area, and the number of sprays applied. Considering that the 
climate is changing and the earth is warming up over the years, and high-
density plantings, smaller trees with greater fruit exposure and light exposure of 
the interior of the tree than in traditional (lower density) plantings with larger 
trees (Parchomchuk and Meheriuk, 1996; Middleton et al., 2002; Racsko et al., 
2005a;Yuri et al., 2000b), are becoming more and more popular among 
growers, Sunburn could be a huge concern in the near future.

Therefore, the second objective of this proposal is to evaluate different 
methods, including spray application of particle films (Purshade®, ScreenDuo®, 
Surround®), and photo selective anti-hail nets (Drape Net® white and black), that 
can help in reduction of sunburn incidence and severity in Honeycrisp fruit under 
Hudson Valley growing conditions.

b. Outcome and Expected Benefits:

Master Page # 424 of 428 - NYS Urban Development Corporation Meeting 7/18/2019
________________________________________________________________________________



14

i. The project will produce an annual report to the ARDP Board with a Fruit 
Quarterly summery of year 1 findings from which to base future tree fruit 
recommendations. Presentations will be made to NYS tree fruit growers 
at the Hudson Valley Fruit School and Eastern NY Fruit and Vegetable 
Conference. The project will further the development of planting systems 
to fulfill the original planting proposals for 10 years of fruiting 
characteristics, response to chemical and hand thinning, fruit yield and 
quality from new and exciting varieties that would otherwise be removed 
for lack of support.

ii. The research will provide New York growers with an overview of different 
strategies to control sunburn in apples. Also, it will help us to better 
understand the canopy microclimate and fruit surface temperature of 
each of 7 treatments included in this experiment and allow us to 
correlate the findings with sunburn cause and development.

Although Honeycrisp will be the focus of this study, effectiveness of 
sunburn protection as determine in this project may also apply to other 
cultivars.

iii. The benefits to the industry will provide informational summaries to 
assist growers in making long-term economic decisions. The 
horticultural expertise gained by the appointee from the mentoring of 
Robinson cannot be understated. Information and research assimilated 
by the appointee will be applied and disseminated in articles through 
CCE newsletters to tree fruit growers across the state.

11. Project #11: Testing the role of latent viruses in the decline of apple trees on G.935 
(Funding Amount $13,775, Continuing Research) – March Fuchs

a. Objective(s):
The goal of this continued project is to test the role of apple chlorotic leaf spot 
virus (ACLSV) and apple stem pitting virus (APSV) in the decline of trees on 
G.935. These two viruses are often present in declining trees grafted onto G.935 
in New York orchards and nurseries. However, occurrence does not mean 
causality. The two major aims of this proposal are to better understand if (i) 
latent viruses are involved in the decline of apple trees on G.935, and (ii) G.935 is 
susceptible to latent viruses. This proposal is expanding on 2015-2017 ARDP-
funded surveys of apple orchards and nurseries for viruses (Fuchs et al., 2018, 
Distribution of viruses in apple orchards. New York Fruit Quarterly, 26:6-9), and 
on preliminary work done in 2017-2018, as described below.

b. Outcome and Expected Benefits: 
G.935 has excellent horticultural attributes such as high resistance to fire blight 
and collar rot, cold hardiness and tolerance to replant disease. Its level of 
tolerance to viruses is unknown. If our study documents susceptibility of G.935 
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to viruses, it will be critical to disseminate this information to the apple industry, 
including nurseries, so that clean buds are exclusively used with this rootstock 
for budding and top working. This would be critical to avoid growth and 
production uncertainties related to viruses. If our study does not document 
susceptibility of G.935 to viruses, we will be able to suggest that factors other 
than viruses are likely involved in the decline of trees onto G.935.

12. Project #12: Evaluation of Plant Growth Regulator Programs for Improved Control of 
Apple Scarf Skin, a Fruit Finish Disorder Affecting NY1 (Funding Amount $18,166) – Kerik 
Cox
a. Objective(s):

i. Objective 1: Perform a field trial that identifies programs of plant growth 
regulators (PGRs) and fruit finish enhancers that provide the best control apple 
scarf skin.

ii. Objective 2: Investigate the timing of GA4+7 programs at rainfall 
thresholds to reduce application costs and better improve control 
of apple scarf skin.

VI.  Contract Term, Price and Funding

This contract term is expected to be twelve months for an amount not to exceed $447,864. The 
source of funding for the contract will be the funds received through the Apple Research and 
Development Program. 

Unless terminated early as provided in Article 3 of Schedule A, or extended as described in this 
paragraph, the services described in the ARDP 2018-2019 Research Proposals shall be 
performed by the Contractor beginning April 1, 2019 and ending March 31, 2020.  

This funding was received from the Apple Research Program via the New York State 
Department of Agriculture and Markets. 

This Contract may be extended for up to five (5) additional years, upon mutual agreement in 
writing by the parties. The total term of the Contract shall not exceed six (6) years, except as 
may be necessary to carry out the provisions of Article 2 of Schedule A. 

VII. Responsible Party

Staff has undertaken an examination of each selected firm’s “responsibility” as defined in the 
State Finance Law §163, and as provided in ESD’s Procurement Guidelines, Article 8.13. Based 
on this analysis of Financial and organizational capacity, Legal authority to do business in New 
York, Integrity of Principals and Past Performance on contracts (“FLIP Review”), all selected 
firms are found to be responsible vendors. 

Master Page # 426 of 428 - NYS Urban Development Corporation Meeting 7/18/2019
________________________________________________________________________________



16

VIII. Non-Discrimination and Contractor & Supplier Diversity

Pursuant to New York State Executive Law Articles 15-A and 17-B, ESD recognizes its obligation 
under the law to promote opportunities for maximum feasible participation of certified 
Minority and Women-owned Business Enterprises (“MWBE”) and Service Disabled Veteran-
Owned Businesses (“SDVOB”) in the performance of ESD projects and procurements. The ESD 
Office of Contract and Supplier Diversity has reviewed the contract and determined that it Is 
not practical or feasible to assign MWBE and SDVOB participation goals to expenditures made 
under this program. As such, participation goals will not be established or required.

IX. Environmental Review

ESD staff has determined that the request authorization constitutes a Type II action as defined 
by the New York State Environmental Quality Review Act (“SEQRA”) and the implementing 
regulations for the New York State Department of Environmental Conservation. No further 
environmental review is required.

X. Requested Action

The Directors are requested to (1) make a determination of responsibility with respect to the 
proposed Contractor; (2) authorize the Corporation to enter into a contract with Cornell 
University for an amount not to exceed $447,864; and (3) take all related actions.

XI. Recommendation

Based on the foregoing, I recommend approval of the requested actions.

XII. Attachments

Resolution
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July 18, 2019

NEW YORK STATE URBAN DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION d/b/a EMPIRE STATE 
DEVELOPMENT – Contract for Research Services of the New York State Apple Industry 
Through Cornell University – Authorization to Enter into a Contract with Cornell 
University for Research Services of the New York State Apple Industry Relating to the 
Marketing Order Program; and to Take Related Actions

BE IT RESOLVED, that upon the basis of the materials presented to this meeting (the 
“Materials”), a copy of which is hereby ordered filed with the records of the Corporation, the 
Corporation hereby finds Cornell University to be responsible; and be it further

RESOLVED, that the Corporation is hereby authorized to enter into a contract with Cornell 
University in an amount not to exceed FOUR HUNDRED AND FOURTY SEVEN THOUSAND, EIGHT 
HUNDRED AND SIXTY-FOUR DOLLARS ($447,864) for the purposes and services, and 
substantially on the terms and conditions, set forth in the Materials; and be it further

RESOLVED, that the President of the Corporation or his designee be, and each of them hereby 
is, authorized to take such action and execute such documents as may be necessary or 
appropriate to carry out the foregoing resolution. 

*     *     *
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