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History of Monterey SIF 
 
Monterey Shock Facility opened in May 1958 as a minimum-security camp, without 
fences or walls, on 10,000 acres of state forest land in Schuyler County.  Camp 
Monterey was the second forestry camp established in New York.  For the next 29 years, 
Camp Monterey would specialize in conservation work for young offenders.  In 
September 1987, New York established its first “Shock Incarceration” facility at 
Monterey.  Monterey would still perform forestry work, but would be better known to 
the outside world as a “boot camp”. 
 
Monterey SICF is a minimum-security facility with a capacity for 300 inmates.  The 
facility is comprised of approximately 22 acres of land on both sides of Evergreen Hill 
Road, within the 10,000 acres of state forest land.  There are no perimeter security 
walls or fences.  There are 40 buildings on the property, including 4 that are used by the 
Department of Environmental Conservation. 
 
Although Monterey is now a Shock Facility, it continues the camp tradition of service to 
the Department of Environmental Conservation and to the neighboring communities.  
Monterey shock inmates work every year in the Watkins Glen State Park, removing 
fallen rocks and clearing trails in the scenic Watkins Glen Gorge.  Inmates also help in 
cleaning the Chemung River for the city of Corning.  Inmates also provide needed work 
to the village of Painted Post and other local governments, as well as the Boy Scouts 
and charitable organizations. 
 
March 2006 

Thruway (I-90) West to Exit 25A, to I-88 and Binghamton, to 17 West, past 
Elmira, to Exit 42 Meads Creek Road. Approximately 16 miles to Monterey, go 
1½ miles past town, follow sign for left turn to the Facility. (Approximately 230 
miles)
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