
 
 

Quality of Life Meeting 
Tuesday, January 24, 2017 

 

NOTES 
 

1. Empire State Development (ESD) & Atlantic Yards Community Development Corp. 

(AYCDC)  

The meeting opened with an announcement about the 2017 Quality of Life Meeting schedule, and 

details on how to contact the community relations staff for ESD and the Developer. There was also 

a discussion about Tobi Jaiyesimi’s role at ESD as the Atlantic Yards Project Manager and AYCDC 

Director.  

A resident then asked about traffic concerns around the site, including when fences along Atlantic 

Avenue will be moved, changes to parking spaces along parts of Pacific Street, and the installation 

of street signs on Carlton Avenue. A NYC Department of Transportation representative explained 

that parking on Pacific Street will return to prior conditions before the Maintenance and 

Protection of Traffic (MPT) fences were installed. Parking regulations signs for Carlton Avenue 

have been ordered and will be installed once available. The fences along Atlantic Avenue will move 

after the work at the Long Island Rail Road (LIRR) yards is completed.  

A written request for changes to the height of the construction fence on Dean Street between 

Vanderbilt and Carlton Avenues was discussed. Staff explained that the request was still under 

review as the fence height is required by the Memorandum of Environmental Commitments (MEC) 

to mitigate noise and dust impacts from construction activity.   

 

2. Greenland Forest City Partners (GLFCP)   

Construction Updates:  

i. 461 Dean Street (B2): Temporary Certificate of Occupancy (TCO) issued up to the 20th 

floor. Façade panels have been installed up to the 21th floor; once that work is 

completed the construction fence will be moved.   
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ii. 38 Sixth Avenue (B3): Affordable housing lottery opened on January 13 and will close 

on March 13. There will be an informational session on the lottery application process 

on January 31 at P.S. 9.  

iii. 664 Pacific Street (B15) & 615 Dean Street (B12):  No change in status. 

iv. 550 Vanderbilt Avenue (B11) & 535 Carlton Avenue (B14):  

a. TCOs issued for both buildings.  

b. No updates on the number of scheduled lease-signings for the affordable units or 

closings for the condos. Both buildings do not have loading docks; residents will 

use main entrance for moving.   

v. No updates on the proposed changes to B1, B4 and Site 5. 

a. Any modifications to the General Project Plan (GPP) would require a full public 

review process, including presentation to the AYCDC Board, community 

meetings, public hearings, and final approval by the ESD Board. 

b. There is no information available on the possible design, height or programming 

for the buildings. There will be a full analysis of the potential impacts on the 

community, subway system, surrounding infrastructure, and traffic pattern. 

 

After the construction update, there was a discussion about the affordable housing lottery 

application process and the timeline for moving tenants into the buildings. It was explained that 

each applicant is vetted and approved by the NYC Housing Development Corp. (HDC) before the 

lease is signed and move-in is scheduled. The conversation then turned to changes to the 421a 

Program and its impact on the development of affordable housing not just at the Project site but 

citywide. The Developer reiterated the commitment to building 2,250 units by 2025, and noted 

the various mechanisms and safe guards in place to ensure that the goal is met.   

There was a request for information about the ownership structure of Greenland USA; 

representatives for the Developer offered to follow up after the meeting.  

Infrastructure work 

Infrastructure work will commence along Atlantic Avenue to replace sewer lines and water main 

pipes. Changes to the traffic pattern to accommodate the work will be announced in the Two Week 

Look Ahead and community notices. There were no updates on the DOT’s plans to redesign 

portions of Atlantic Avenue. Residents noted the importance of community engagement in the 

redesign process, and the request for barricades along Atlantic Avenue to prevent jaywalking.  

Barclays Center  

The February calendar of events for the arena was sent to the community and posted on the arena 

website. There was an announcement about the Barclays Center Cares calendar, an online tool 

that allows residents to post details about upcoming community meetings and events. In response 

to questions from the audience, the scope and focus of Barclays Center Cares was explained.  It 
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serves as a resource to the community by establishing athletic and educational partnerships with 

local organizations. For example, Barclays Center Cares partners with Prospect Park on the Sticks 

and Skates program, providing free ice skates rentals, and hockey classes.  

There was a discussion about the type of events hosted on the arena plaza. Residents noted that 

these events can be disruptive, and if possible, should be moved into the arena. The Barclays 

Center representative recognized the concerns, and added that along with adequate notice, steps 

will be taken to minimize the impact to the community.   

There was a request for the number of low cost events hosted at the Barclays Center as part of the 

Community Benefits Agreement (CBA). Details on the nature and number of events will be 

provided.  A resident noted that a request, which was made at the last Quality of Life meeting, for 

trash cans around the arena was granted. 


